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Topic 1.     What Is Biblical Authority and How Did We Obtain It?
I. Introduction

I. God is authority and has the ability to give it

I. There are two basic forms of authority

I. Intrinsic authority - belonging to one’s nature (inborn authority)

I. Delegated authority - given to one from another source

I. A person cannot give something he/she does not have

I. God gives love because He is love (1Jn 4:16)

I. Jesus gives peace because He is peace (in Isaiah He is called the Prince of Peace)

I. In the same way that God has love because it is part of His nature and Jesus has peace because it is part of his nature, God has authority because it is part of His nature, therefore, God has intrinsic authority - Ro 13:1 For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God
I. Believers do not have intrinsic authority--we have delegated authority given to us by God

I. God has the ability to give authority because he is authority just as He can give love because he is love and Jesus can give peace because He is peace

I. Biblical definition of authority that is given to believers: power that is lawfully delegated to believers and the right to exercise that power
I. When you became born again, you were born to rule and reign under God over the devil and his works

I. We are not born to live in fear or depression

I. We are not born to live under circumstances but to rule over them

I. God made you to receive His life and to release it to the earth

I. He made you to subdue earth and bring it under control

I. Seven ways to have authority and reign in life

I. Decide to reign; you are born again with a new nature, so live it - Ro 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace

I. Declare your authority - Job 22:28 You will also declare a thing, And it will be established for you; So light will shine on your ways.

I. Realize the greater one is in you, therefore you have the ability to reign - 1 Jn 4:4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world

I. Forget past failure, we all have them -  Ro 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit

I. Be ready for battle -- realize that in our earthly life as a Christian, we are constantly at war with our enemy, Satan - Eph 6:10-11 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

I. Forgive and get rid of strife which is one of the biggest hindrances to walking in our authority and victory - Eph 4:25-27 Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are members of one another.  Be angry, and do not sin: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil.
I. Continually praise God by faith - Ro 4:20-21 (Abraham) did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform
II. How did we obtain authority?

II. We’ve just learned that authority is part of God’s nature

II. In Creation, when He spoke, it happened - Gen 1:1, 3, 6-7, 20-21, 24, 26

II. When He spoke with His authority circumstances changed

II. God created Adam to have the same mind as He had - Gen 2:19 Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name.
II. He had the ability to name all animals and birds God brought to him

II. He named his wife, Eve, because she was the mother of all living (Gen 3:20)

II. God delegated to Adam the authority to rule and reign over earth - Gen 1:28 ...and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.
II. Dominion in the Hebrew here means authority
II. We are to have the same delegated authority over the works of God’s hands as Adam did - Ps 8:4-8 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor. You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen‑‑Even the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea that pass through the paths of the seas.  

II. The only thing that keeps a believer from having authority is allowing Satan to deceive or lie to him

II. Adam allowed Satan to deceive him in the Garden 

II. Gen 2:16-17 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."
II. Satan deceived Eve by confusing her, and Adam allowed her to convince him into being deceived also rather than taking the authority God had given him over every living thing that moves on the earth and telling the serpent to cease his activity and leave the Garden (Gen 3:1-6 reference passage) 
II. As a result of Adam allowing the enemy to lie to him, he lost the authority God had given him

II. Gen 3:17-19 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, `You shall not eat of it': "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return."

II. Adam allowed his body and mind to take control over of his spirit - Ro 5:17-19 ...by the one man's offense death reigned through the one...through one man's offense judgment came to all men...by one man's disobedience many were made sinners 
II. This means you and me

II. Because of Adam we who are born of man have sinned also

II. The failure of mankind to walk in the delegated authority given to it is a result of Adam’s sin and the consequence of losing his God-consciousness

II. Jesus regained man’s authority by dying on a cross and getting the keys to the kingdom

II. We must believe by faith we died with Him, were buried with Him, ascended with Him,  are seated with Him and glorified with Him

II. Col 2:12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.
II. Eph 2:5-6 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
II. We must believe and act upon the knowledge that Jesus has now given us the keys so we can unlock heaven’s treasures for us - Mt 16:19 "And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."
II. We can lock out Satan’s activities in our lives and unlock those who are bound

III. Five areas we have authority over:

III. Sin - Ro 6:14 sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace

III. Sickness - 1 Pt 2:24 Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness‑‑‑‑by whose stripes you were healed.
III. Our thought life - 2 Co 10:4-5 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ
III. Fear - 2 Ti 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind
III. Confusion - 1 Co 14:33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace...

Memory Verse: Lk 10:19

Topic 2.     Great  Authority Begins with the Character of the Believer
I. The character of the believer - Col 3:1-17
A. Col 3:1-5
1. Vs 2 -- Set your mind on things above, not on things on earth

a) Material things

b) Recognition

c) Man’s praise

2. Vs 3 -- Since we died to us or should have when we became born again and our lives are hidden in Christ, then Jesus should be our example

a) 1Pe 2:23 When he was reviled He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously
b) One version says when they hurled insults at him, He did not retaliate
3. Vs 5 -- Therefore (therefore what? Since you are seeking things above (Vs 1), setting your mind on things above (Vs 2), have died to self and hidden your life in Christ (Vs 3), YOU put to death:

a) Gal 5:19-20 lists fornication, adultery, uncleanness, and idolatry (covetousness) as works of the flesh
b) Eph 5:3 says fornication, uncleanness or covetousness should not even be named among Christians
c) Fornication - sexual immorality including adultery

(1) 1Co 6:13 the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord
d) Uncleanness - moral uncleanness, dirty-mindedness, indecency, sensuality

(1) Violent, sensual, suggestive, and fouled mouth movies and TV programs breed violence, moral uncleanness, sensuality and sexual immorality

(2) Sexually explicit magazines defile the mind

e) Passion - lust of the flesh

(1) Lust = intent longing

(2) Not all lust is bad; lust after the things of God and the Word

f) Evil desire - unholy desire

g) Covetousness - all greed, the lust for other people’s goods and honor--this is idolatry (something you give your heart, mind, attention, money, etc. to)

(1) Tit 2:11-12 says the grace of God teaches to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and live soberly, righteously and godly
B. Col 3:6 - sons of disobedience = unbelievers

C. Col 3:8 -- Now YOU are to put off all these
1. Anger and wrath
a) Two different Greek words; both Greek words are translated anger and/or wrath

b) Orge - (mostly translated anger) active emotion; it causes you to want to act revengeful

c) Thumos - (better translated rage)  inward feeling; quickly erupts and quickly subsides

2. Malice - wickedness, evil, any form of slander

3. Blasphemy - evil speaking, abusive speech, railings, speech that injures

4. Filthy language - obscenity

5. Eph 5:4(LB)  dirty stories, foul talk, coarse jokes are not fitting for saints
D. Col 3:9-11
1. Eph 4:24 (Amp) for put on the new man says cloth yourself in that new nature (character) which is created to be like God in righteousness and true holiness
2. Vs. 11 - Jill’s translation there is neither black, brown, yellow or white; North American, South American, European, Middle Eastern, Asian, rich or poor; Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Catholic, Pentecostal, Charismatic, male or female; for we are all one in Christ Jesus
a) Gal 6:15 says that in Christ Jesus all that is important is the new creation (new birth and new nature)

E. We have said what to put off or get rid of; now we will see what to replace it with according to our new nature

F. Col 3:12-13     YOU put on
1. Tender mercies - Other translations = tenderness in heart, compassion, actions of mercy

2. Php 2:3 in one translation says stop acting from motives of selfish strife or petty ambition but in humility let each esteem others better than himself
a) Strife = self-will; seeking to win followers; it is the fruit of jealousy

G. Col 3:14
1. Eph 5:1-2(NIV) Be imitators of God...live a life of love)
H. Col 3:15
1. Thankful = grateful, agreeable

2. Heb 12:14-15 pursue peace with all people and holiness...lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble
a) If you are not pursuing peace, it is very easy to become offended and end up with a root of bitterness

I. Col 3:16-17
II. Summary of the general character of a believer

A. Seek those things which are above

B. Set your mind on things above

C. Make Jesus your example

D. Clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience

E. Let peace rule in your heart

F. Walk in love always

G. Let the word richly dwell in you

H. Do all in the name of Jesus

Topic 3.     Key Attributes of a Godly Character
I. Fear of God

A. We are not to fear God but to have a fear of Him

1. The Old Testament saints were required to have fear of God (Deut 10:12 What does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
2. New Testament saints are not required to, but we need to choose to have a fear of God

B. According to Deut 4:10, the fear of the Lord is learned, not something we automatically can do

C. What is the fear of the Lord?

1. Reverence and deep respect for God’s greatness and mercy - Mt 22:37-38 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment

2. Ex 18:21 - being truthful and hating greed

3. Deut 5:29 - keeping His commandments (there are two for us today: Love the Lord with all your heart and love your neighbor as yourself)

4. Josh 24:14 - obeying His voice

5. 1Sa 12:14 - perfecting holiness (becoming more Christlike); 2Co 7:1 by cleansing ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit
6. 1Sa 12:24 - considering the great things He has done for you

7. Is 50:10 - trusting His name

8. Ro 11:20 - not being high-minded

9. Eph 5:21 - submitting self to another

10. 1Pe 3:2 - controlling your conversation

11. 1Pe 3:15 - sharing your hope (Jesus) with others

II. Holiness

A. The term holiness has gotten a bad name because Christians have tried to walk in it through their natural abilities

1. They have tried fulfilling holiness by outward acts

a) (Women) - no make-up or jewelry; length and style of clothes

b) Going to church; quoting scripture

2. Holiness is something within, not outward acts

B. Definition

1. Ps 93:5 (Amp) Holiness (apparent in separation from sin with simple trust and hearty obedience)...
a) Simple trust = believing God

b) Hearty obedience = acting upon it

2. We become holy when we become born again and pursue it the rest of our lives on earth

III. Integrity

A. The word integrity is only found in the Old Testament

B. The definitions of the Hebrew word for integrity are the Greek definitions of the words honesty and purityin the New Testament

C. Definition 

1. Webster’s Dictionary  = remaining loyal to a code of values (synonyms = incorruptibility,  honesty, sincerity)

2. Straight forwardness of speech and conduct

3. Gen 18:19 - integrity is keeping the way of the Lord

D. Ps 15:1-6 (combination of several translations together from The Word - 26 translations of the Bible)

1. Vs. 1:
Who is it that is a true believer and abides in rest?

2. Vs. 2:
He that walks in integrity, does what is right and speaks the truth from his heart

3. Vs. 3:
He that does not slander nor defraud

4. Vs. 4:
He who despises a vile person but honors those who fear God and who keeps his word at any cost

5. Vs. 5:
He takes no interest on a loan nor does he take a bribe

6. Vs. 6:
He that does these things will never be moved

IV. Obedience

A. Obedience is the underlying theme of the entire Word

B. It is more than an action, it is a life principle

C. God is not a God of compromise

1. He has been specific in His Word so that we have a clear cut road to follow

2. We are to practice obedience without negotiations; God is final authority

D. Without obedience:

1. You cannot walk in love

2. God cannot trust you with His power

3. You have no boldness or liberty

E. Definition--in Webster’s dictionary, Strongs Concordance, and Vine’s Expository; the key words involved with obedience are attentive hearing, submission, and faith
1. Attentive hearing - hearken (hear and obey or respond) Deut 28:2 If you hearken unto the voice of the Lord all the blessings listed in that chapter will be yours
2. Submission - not only to God and the Word but in general

3. Faith and obedience are inseparable

a) Faith is of the heart (invisible to man); obedience is related to conduct (may be observed)

b) Obedience occurs because we trust

V. Servitude

A. Leviticus 25:42,55 indicates we (believers) are children of God brought out from under the bonds of the world to serve God

1. Although the word servitude means slavery or bondage, actually as Christians we are free to do anything we want (scrip. references: 1Co 8, 2Co 3:17, Gal 2:4, 5:1, Ro 8:15)

2. Gal 5:13 we are not to use our liberty as an opportunity for the flesh...
3. 1Pe 2:16 we are to use our liberty as bondservants of Christ
B. Definition -- Vines - one whose life is in continual obedience to God
C. Biblical example of servitude and authority

1. Lk 7:2-10  And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to die. So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with Him to come and heal his servant. And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, saying that the one for whom He should do this was deserving, for he loves our nation, and has built us a synagogue. Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, "Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof. Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, `Go,' and he goes; and to another, `Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, `Do this,' and he does it. When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, "I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! And those who were sent, returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick.

2. The Centurion understood authority stems from servitude

3. Jesus said of him that he had found no one who had as much faith as him

4. This shows how important servitude is to our authority and faith--Mk 13:34 tells us that God gives His servants authority

Memory Verses: James 4:9; Ephesians 5:21
Topic 4.     The Relationship of Submission and Authority
I. Definition

A. Great authority can only be given to those who have understanding of submission and a servant’s heart

1. In our last lesson we learned about the character of the believer which centers around a servant’s heart

B. Now we are going to learn how we gain a servant’s heart; to understand this we have to understand submission

C. The Greek word for submit in biblical days was a military term meaning to subordinate as soldiers in a battalion under a commanding officer or to put oneself under orders, to obey

D. To yield, surrender

E. Submission comes from within, placed there by God

1. A person can be submissive on the outside but rebellious on the inside

2. We have an American saying, I’m sitting down on the outside but I’m still standing up on the inside!

3. It cannot be an act; it won’t work; you must allow the spirit man to rise up and take control of the flesh or natural man

F. It takes discipline to submit, especially in today’s society where it is taught you are your own person and ought to be able to be your own boss and do what you want to do

II. Scriptural areas of submission we need to understand

A. Submitting to God
1. Ro 10:3 ...seeking to establish their own righteousness, they have not submitted to the righteousness of God -- it takes discarding all dependence on self and self efforts

2. Ja 4:6-8 "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble. Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double‑minded.
a) You submit to God by by drawing near to Him, purifying your hearts and changing outward acts based on the changing of the heart

b) When you submit to God, you have the ability to have great authority in resisting the devil

3. In order for our authority to be effectual, we need to keep ourselves in submission to His Word and will

B. Submitting to each other - Eph 5:21 submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God
1. Submitting yourself is opposite of self assertion and an independent spirit

2. Submitting yourself is having a desire to get along with one another no matter what, even if it means being satisfied with less than you are due

3. Submitting yourself is having a reasonable attitude

C. Submitting to earthly authority
1. Civil authority

a) 1Pe 2:13-16 submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men--as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God
b) Vs. 13 - submit means put yourself in an attitude of submission to (your will)

c) It is saying not just submit to ordinances by actions but to create and maintain an attitude of the heart which will always lead you to obey

2. Church leadership

a) Heb 13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not grief, for that would be unprofitable for you
b) The Greek word for submissive is hupeiko to yield to spiritual guides in the church and to yield to authority and admonition (a mild rebuke, reprimand)

c) Wuest Translation They that have rule over you watch, like wakeful shepherds, or those who are nursing a critical case, in the interest of your souls to which they may sometimes seem to sacrifice your other interests (emotions, feelings, flesh)

3. Employers

a) Eph 6:5-7 Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh (employers), with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; not with eye service, as man pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men
b) Vs. 5 - fear = with zeal to do a complete and thorough job

c) Vs. 5 - sincerity of heart = not just outward appearance

4. Children submitting to parents

a) Eph 6:1-3
b) Col 3:20
5. Wives submitting to husbands

a) Ephesians 5 - Christian relationships is theme of this chapter

(1) Christian wives are to give their husbands complete respect and loyalty

(2) Christian husbands are to care for their wives with unselfish, undemanding love

(3) Each depends on the other and both model themselves after Christ

(4) Their relationship, in turn, reflects the relationship between Christ and the Church

(5) Subjection of love to the rule of love

III. Conclusion

A. When we follow the guidelines of submission that God has established in His Word, we are preparing ourselves as the vessels God can use to flow His authority through in the greatest way  

Memory Verse: Matthew 18:18-20

Topic 5.     The Significance of Jesus’ Authority
I. Why Jesus came to earth

A. Adam’s sin

1. Adam’s (representative of mankind) sin caused mankind to lose dominion or authority on earth that was given to him by God  (Gen 1:26  Then God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’")

2. Also, because of Adam’s sin, God could no longer fellowship with mankind, and mankind was created so that God could fellowship with them

3. Adam’s sin also caused Satan to have authority over the earth-- in 2Co 4:4 Satan is called the god of this age

B. When Adam believed what Satan said over what God had said and acted upon it, the authority God had given to Adam transferred to Satan

C. God has all authority--He is the author of it

1. He had the power to take the authority away from Satan and take back mankind from under Satan’s authority

2. But God is a legal God

a) Satan had legally gained the authority of the earth through Adam’s transgression

b) Mankind legally was under the authority and control of Satan

D. God had to find a legal way to get mankind back and restore the authority of the earth to them

1. A substitution had to be found who would go into Satan’s domain and pay the price for mankind’s transgression

2. The only one found that could legally do this was God’s own son, Jesus

II. Jesus

A. Luke 1:26-41 records  the birth of Jesus

1. Gabriel came to a teenage virgin named Mary and told her she would conceive a child

2. He was to be named Jesus

3. After this visitation, Mary went to her cousin, Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist

4. Elizabeth by a revelation of the Holy Spirit prophesied that the baby Mary was carrying was the Lord

B. In Matthew 3:16-17 we find that 

1. At age 30 when Jesus was water baptized, the Spirit of God like a dove descended from heaven and landed on Him

2. A voice thundered from heaven saying "this is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased."

C. Luke 4:1-13 records

1. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness and for 40 days Jesus did not eat or drink

2. Satan tempted Jesus while He was weak in the flesh at the end of 40-day fast

3. But He was not weak in spirit and took authority over Satan all three times he was tempted by speaking the Word and defeated Satan.

4. When Satan attacked Jesus in wilderness he also spoke the Word of God

a) Satan can quote scripture 

b) 2 Co 11:10-15 tells us he comes as an angel of light to deceive

D. Jesus spent the next three years using His authority given by God through Holy Spirit

1. Matthew 7:29 tells us whenever Jesus taught the people he taught as one having authority

2. Mark 1:27 tells us with authority He commanded the unclean spirits and they obeyed Him

3. There are many stories recorded in the Gospels where He used His authority

a) To heal the sick

b) Over the elements (storms and wind)

c) For provision (multiplying food)

d) Raise the dead

E. Jesus stayed in constant fellowship and prayer with the Father--He did not doubt it was God's will to heal the sick, loose those bound by sin, and bring peace to people

III. Jesus’ death on the Cross

A. 1Jn 3:5 states that no sin was found in Jesus

1. Because of Adam’s sin, it is the seed of man that passes the sin nature to mankind

2. Because Jesus was born of a virgin, the seed of man was not passed to Him as it is to mankind

B. When Jesus died on the Cross, not only was He the perfect sacrifice needed to win back mankind to God by covering our sins with His blood, but also through Him, we have gained the authority Adam was given over the earth

1. 1Jn 3:8 For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.
2. In Mt 28:18-19,  Jesus told His disciples "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. (You) go therefore...
3. The authority Jesus had not only was transferred to His disciples then but also has been transferred to His disciples today, those who have accepted the sacrifice He made and receive Him into their hearts as Lord and Savior; those who are born again

IV. What this means

A. Mt 16:18-19 ...I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."
B. Whatever Jesus did during His earthly life, we have the ability to do (Jn 14:12 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.)

1. Jesus had the authority to heal the sick, you have the authority to heal the sick

2. Jesus had the authority over the elements, you have authority over the elements

3. Jesus had authority for provision, you have authority for provision

4. Jesus had the authority to raise the dead, you have the authority to raise the dead

C. You also must remember that Satan tried Jesus’ authority, not only in the wilderness but throughout His earthly ministry (Lk 4:13 Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time.)

1. If He tried Jesus’ authority, he will try yours

2. He will attack at the weakest time (Jesus in the wilderness)

3. He will try to find places in your life you are not standing strong

4. You can strengthen your weaknesses by finding scriptures concerning those weaknesses and confessing them until they become rhema to you

D. Jesus stayed in constant fellowship and prayer with the Father--we must stay in constant fellowship with God and not doubt His ability

E. You have been given the ability to reign and rule in this life through the authority given you--you have to exercise it for it to be accomplished

Memory Verse: Matthew 16:19

Topic 6.     Authority of Binding and Loosing
I. Introduction

A. Mt 18:18 "Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
B. The words "bind" and "loose" were commonly used among the Jews in the sense of forbid and allow

C. Whatever we do in accordance with the directions of Jesus and in obedience to His will will be ratified in heaven

II. Binding

A. Several meanings of the word bind are

1. To chain down, to hinder, to tie up hand and foot, to keep in bonds, to imprison, to take captive 
2. It is used in the sense of putting a leash on a dog or roping a free-spirited horse

B. How we received the ability to bind

1. Luke 11:21-22  "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. But when a stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he trusted, and divides his spoils.
2. Matthew 12:29  "How can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.
a) The strong man the devil

b) His house or palace is all the demonic beings

c) The goods is mankind

d) The stronger one is Jesus (Is 49:24-25 Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, Or the captives of the righteous be delivered? But thus says the LORD: "Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, And the prey of the terrible be delivered; For I will contend with him who contends with you, And I will save your children.)

e) Because Jesus is the stronger one & has the authority to bind the strong man (Satan) & He has given the Church His authority (Mt 28:18-19), we believers have the authority to bind Satan

3. Mt 16:19  "And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."
a) In the Bible, keys are a symbol of power and authority (Ex. Is 22:22 The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoulder; So he shall open, and no one shall shut; And he shall shut, and no one shall open.
C. When and how to use binding

1. Binding is to be used in spiritual warfare, prayer, intercession, and fighting the good fight of faith to bind Satan

a) Even though he goes around like a roaring lion seeking whom he can devour (1Pe 5:8), the blood of Jesus negates his power

b) The Bible in Eph 4:27 says not to give Satan place, not even an inch

c) Ja 4:7 tells us to resist him and he will flee (be the fugitive)

2. Weapons used to bind the devil

a) Blood of Jesus - Rev 12:11

b) Name of Jesus - Mk 16:17

c) Praises We have power and authority in Jesus’ name to bind all of Satan’s strategies and assaults - 2Chron 20:21-22

III. Loosing

A. What loosing means

1. To make Satan's power null and void 

2. To dissolve, to break up, to destroy, to melt and put off, to release, to free from bondage, to discharge from prison, to restore a person to health, to liberate, to undo the chains, and to set free
3. It deals with life in the spirit and the freedom that goes with redemption

B. It continually points to Jesus' liberating work from man's imprisonment to sin, suffering and Satan.

C. Lk 13:11-13 

1. This is the story of a woman who had been bound with a spirit of infirmity for 18 years

2. Jesus loosed her from this infirmity and set her free

3. This is an illustration of what loosing can mean in a life of faith and prayer for people who use binding and loosing as part of their spiritual weapons

IV. Binding and loosing

A. Mt 16:19 says that Peter has the authority to bind and loose, but  Mt 18:18 is speaking to all disciples

B. This is a great honor Jesus is putting on believers

C. Jesus will not only take notice of our statements of binding and loosing, but He will confirm them with signs and wonders

D. Statements about the authority of binding and loosing

1. The more personal we make them, the nearer we come to the mind of Jesus 

2. This is a commission for all Christians

3. We are not to bind or loose people, but we are to bind the spirits motivating those people and loose them from their hold

a) Lk 10:19 "Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
b) Power = dunamis = ability

c) Jesus has given us the authority to trample on the demonic spirits and over all the power of the enemy

4. No one need be a victim when Jesus told us to be victors 

V. Example of what to bind and what to loose in Jesus name:

A. Bind confusion and loose or release peace and faith

B. Bind sickness and release health

C. Bind poverty and release prosperity

D. Bind accidents and release safety

E. Bind discouragement and release confidence

F. Say no to Satan's will to steal, kill and destroy; say yes to God’s will to give you life more abundantly

G. It is by faith we use our authority of binding and loosing just like in every other area of our Christian walk

Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:6

Topic 7.     The Relationship of Faith and Authority
A. Mt 17:20 ...if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, `Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you  
B. Hab 2:4, Ro 1:17, Gal 3:11, Heb 10:38 tell us the just shall live by faith
1. If God put it in the Bible 4 times, He wants us to pay attention to this

2. The only way the just (the righteous, those who are born again) are to live is by faith

3. If we are to live by faith that means everything we do must be by faith and that includes excercising authority

C. Heb 11:6   But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him  
II. Faith

A. Heb 11:1 gives us a definition of faith --Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
1. It is the radar that sees through the fog

B. Ro 10:8-10
1. The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
2. We know this scripture as a scripture to use for salvation but it is more than that

3. This passage is a formula to use for exercising authority

4. If you confess with you mouth (healing, deliverance, a need to be met) and believe in your heart that (it is a promise from God for you) you will receive (healing, deliverance, the need met).  For with the heart one believes (the promise) and with the mouth confession is made unto the healing, deliverance, need)
III. A biblical example of faith and authority - Mt 8:5-10
A. Vs. 9 - authority = (Gr) exousia (the power of him whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and obeyed

Memory Verse: Ephesians 6:13-18
Topic 8.     The Relationship of the Armor of God and Authority
I. In talking about authority, there are two aspects we need to be aware of when we use the authority given us

A. The armor given us to protect us

B. The weapons of warfare given to us to use

C. In this lesson we will talk about the armor and the next lesson we will talk about the weapons

II. Eph 6:10-18
A. Vs. 10-11 - why we need the armor

1. To be strong in Lord and power of His might

a) Strong = (Gr) be empowered with dunamis or miraculous power

b) Power = (Gr) dominion and vigor

2. To stand against the schemes, plots and wicked plans of the devil.

B. Vs. 12 - who we use authority against -- not people but principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, spiritual wickedness in high places and all of Satan’s demonic forces

III. The armor - vs. 13-18
A. Belt of truth (vs. 14)

1. Truth implies truthfulness

2. In the ancient garments of Paul’s day, the girdle about the waste held in place every other part of the uniform--if the girdle (belt) was lost, everything was lost

3. Falsehood forfeits the very thing that holds the other pieces of armor together

4. Lying and deceit in the life of a believer will forfeit the protection of the spiritual armor

5. We are girded with truth in the face of the enemy

6. You will never go wrong in telling the truth no matter how hard it is

B. Breastplate of righteousness (vs. 14)

1. 1Th 5:8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.
2. The breastplate of righteousness is a breastplate of faith and love

3. This piece protected the heart of the soldier

4. Unrighteous acts rob a believer of this vital protection and exposes the heart to Satan

5. Heb 10:22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
6. You cannot have known sin in your life and expect to be victorious when waging warfare with the enemy

C. Feet fitted with the Gospel of peace (vs. 15)

1. This implies a firm-footed stability in the time of attack

2. Romans wore sandals that were bound by thongs over the instep and around the ankle; the soles were thickly studded with nails for grip

3. The shoes speak of a foundation for your feet, something that will keep you from slipping and sliding

4. Peace in your heart will keep you from slipping & sliding in your Christian walk

D. Shield of faith (vs. 16)

1. The shield was a large, oblong piece of metal that covered the whole body

2. Faith should be a force moving deep down in your spirit which is not a mystery; it is a power beyond ourselves

3. A natural example: if you build a skyscraper that will last, the footings must be deep and firm; if you build the footings on sand, the building will collapse

4. It is the same with faith

a) If you build your faith on sand footings, the devil will knock you off your faith

b) The two faith footings that cannot be moved are found in Heb 11:6
(1) Knowing there is a God

(2) Knowing that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him

E. Helmet of salvation (vs. 17)

1. This refers to protection for the head and brain

2. It implies the understanding and knowledge you get from reading the Bible so that your eyes are not blinded, your ears are not deafened, nor is your mind confused with attacks from the world, your flesh or the devil

3. The devil always tries to enter through the thought realm

F. Sword of the Spirit (vs. 17)

1. This is the Word of God

2. Jesus is our example: He used the Word in doing battle with Satan when He was being tempted by him in the wilderness (Mt 4:1-11) -- It is written...
3. Victory is gained with the sword--speaking the Word instead of problems & circumstances

G. Praying always (vs. 18)

1. We lay hold of spiritual resources through prayer

2. 2Co 6:4,7  But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God...by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,
a) In the left hand is the shield that guards against the fiery darts

b) In the right hand is the sword (speaking and praying the Word)

IV. We must take the whole armor equally to be fully protected and victorious

Memory Verses: 2 Corinthians 10:4, Revelations 12:11
Topic 9.     The Relationship of the Weapons of Our Warfare and Authority
I. Introduction

A. 2Co 10:4-6 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.
1. Vs. 5 names the strongholds

a) Arguments in our minds (put there by the devil)

b) Every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God

B. In this lesson we are going to discuss the relationship of our authority we have through Jesus and the weapons of warfare we have available to us because of Him

II. The Name
A. Philippians 2:9-11 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
1. His name is above all names

2. Everything and everyone has to bow to His name

B. Mk 16:17-18 "And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."  

C. How Jesus got His name

1. Philippians 2:9 God has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,

2. Hebrews 1:4  having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they
D. Names in the Bible related to authority

1. Commander - Is 55:4  

a) This name is indicative of His wisdom and power

b) Hebrew meaning for the word for commander in a military way means wise, powerful, valiant and always victorious
2. Potentate - 1Ti 6:15
a) This name is indicative of His might and authority

b) The word potentate means governor and used in this verse, it means Governor over all the nations of the earth; His kingdom rules over all other kingdoms; and He has His power and government from Himself, whereas all other potentates have their power from Him

c) The same Greek word translated Potentate in this passage is translated mighty in Lk 1:52 and of great authority in Ac 8:27
3. Lion of the Tribe of Judah - Rev 5:5
a) This name is indicative of His might, strength, courage, fury and generosity

b) A lion is known for his might and strength which indicates royalty of the kingdom world

(1) A lion is known as the king of the beasts

(2) Jesus is known as the King of kings

c) A lion is known for his courage and boldness

(1) He is fearless when facing his enemies

(2) Jesus is fearless when facing His enemies (Satan & his principalities & powers)

(3) The Bible says the righteous are to be as bold as a lion

d) A lion is known for his fury

(1) He shows fury against those against him

(2) Jesus’ fury is against the wicked

e) A lion is known for his generosity

(1) He is generous to those who are in his pride--those who belong to him

(2) Jesus is generous and full of grace to those who are His, those who have invited Him to come live in their hearts as Lord and Savior

4. King of kings and Lord of lords - Rev 19:16
a) These names are indicative of His universal and supreme dominion

b) Kings of the earth reign by Him and are continued in their power by Him

c) He sets up earthly kings or rulers and removes them at His pleasure (Prov 8:15-16 By me kings reign, And rulers decree justice. By me princes rule, and nobles, All the judges of the earth.)

d) To Him earthly kings or rulers will be accountable for all their administrations 

e) Now they are under His influence and at His control; He has their hearts in His hands (Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.)  

E. For us as believers, His name is all sufficient

1. Jesus gave us power of attorney, the legal right to use His name and the authority for which It stands

a) Example: A policeman is the delegated authority of the law of the city

b) When he pulls over a driver who is going over the speed limit set by the city, he has the authority to give a ticket and the city will back him

2. John 14:14  "If you ask anything in My name, I will do it
a) In His name, we defeat His foes such as sickness & poverty and the author of them

b) In His name we cast out demons and they have to leave

3. His name as such authority that if you can think of nothing else to do in danger, yell out the name of Jesus; it will be sufficient

III. The Word
A. The Word is Jesus

1. Jn 1:1,14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us
2. Rev 19:13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.
3. If Jesus has authority and the Word is Jesus, then the Word has authority

a) The Word can accomplish all the person of Jesus can

b) Your attitude about the Word is your attitude about Jesus

c) By spending time in the Word daily, you are saying Jesus is important to you daily

B. The Word is inspired by God - 1Ti 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work
1. If God is authority and the Word is inspired by Him, then it has authority

C. The Word is referred to as water, bread, milk, meat--vital elements man needs for sustenance

1. Eph 5:26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
2. Lk 4:4 "It is written, `Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God."
3. 1 Peter 2:2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,
4. Heb 5:13-14 (JPS) For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.   

D. God’s promises about the Word

1. It is alive,  powerful and sharper than two-edged sword - Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two‑edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

2. It is incorruptible and is forever - 1Pe 1:23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,
3. He is ready to perform it - Jer 1:12 Then the LORD said to me,...’I am ready to perform My word’"
4. It will accomplish what it is sent to do - Is 55:11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.
IV. The Blood
A. Rev 12:11  "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death  
B. The Old Testament sacrifice of blood

1. In the book of Exodus we learn that when Moses was asked by God to lead the children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, many plagues were placed on the Egyptian people because of the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart, trying to get him to agree to let them go

2. In Ex 12 we read that the last plague to befall the Egyptians was the death of their first-born sons

3. As the death angel passed through at midnight, the only way an Israelite could be spared was if the blood of a lamb without spot or blemish had been sprinkled on the doorpost of his home

4. The Israelites were no different in nature from the Egyptians; the only difference was their covenant with God and in this situation obediently following His word concerning the blood

5. The only way the angel would know the difference between the house of an Egyptian and an Israelite was by the blood on the doorpost

6. That sign of redemption saved those who believed the word of the Lord and their families were secured

7. Just as sure as there was destruction without the blood, there was deliverance with the blood

8. This deliverance is celebrated annually by Jews at an event called Passover

C. 1Co 5:7 tells us Christ, our passover, was sacrificed for us
1. His blood shed on the cross was carried into heaven by Him and set before the throne as an eternal redemption for mankind (Heb 9:12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.)

2. He became the lamb without spot or blemish that was slain and His blood marks the heart of those who receive Him  

D. Through the blood, we have an eternal covenant with the Father

1. No plague, calamity, sickness, disease, poverty or demon has a right to harm us

2. When we, by faith, believe in the ever working power of the blood, God will come to our rescue

E. When you move into a new place, cover every room with the blood by saying I plead (request) the blood to cover every part of this room and every demonic spirit that is here because of what has happened in the past in this place must go

Memory Verse: Proverbs 18:21
Topic 10.     The Authority of Our Words
I. Our words are important because what we speak carries authority

A. God’s words had creative power--what He spoke came about (Ge 1:6-7, 9, 11, 14-15, 20-21, 24)

1. He changed empty waste and darkness into a productive world (Ge 1:2)

B. He created mankind in His image and what Adam spoke became, just like what God spoke became--he named all the animals (Ge 2:19)

C. We have already learned that through Jesus we have the same ability as Adam

II. Today, we create the world around us through our words

A. We have authority over every situation in our life and that authority can cause more than just good to happen

1. Mt 12:37 "By your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."
a) When you speak circumstances or negative character traits of a person, you are speaking the will of the devil

b) When you speak the Word, you are speaking the will of God

2. Prov 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit.
a) When we speak circumstances and negative character traits of a person, we are the instrument of those things continuing (Prov 6:2  You are snared by the words of your mouth; You are taken by the words of your mouth.)

b) When we speak God’s Word concerning those things, we are creating change into the waste and darkness of the natural world around us

B. Prov 18:20 A man's stomach shall be satisfied from the fruit of his mouth, From the produce of his lips he shall be filled.
1. From the produce of  lips alludes to sowing of seed and Gal 6:8 says that what we sow we will reap

2. (Amp version) A man’s moral self shall be filled with the fruit of his mouth, and with the consequence of his words he must be satisfied (whether good or evil)
III. Why it sometimes looks like speaking the Word does not work

A. Ja 3:6 tells us the tongue...sets on fire the course of nature
1. Sets on fire = (Gr) ignite

2.  Course = (Gr) wheel

3. We must understand that what we speak today is what will become tomorrow

B. When we use our authority and speak God’s Word over a situation or person, we want instant results

C. When we do not get those results, we give up thinking we don’t have authority in the situation because we’re not spiritual enough or we don’t have enough faith, etc

D. But Gal 6:9 says And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. or (Jill’s translation) Let us not grow weary while confessing good (the Word), for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart and give up
1. Example: prayer list in 1977--family reunion in 1999

Topic 11.    Our Authority in Our Home and Family
I. What constitutes a family?

A. In biblical days a family consisted of five cousins out

1. This consists of a large circle around you

2. You have the authority over the spiritual world concerning all your relatives

3. This means you have the right to speak the Word and expect results over every member of your family no matter how bad the circumstances

B. You also have the authority over future generations

1. In our last lesson, we talked about Ja 3:6  the tongue...sets on fire the course of nature
a) Sets on fire = (Gr) ignite

b)  Course = (Gr) wheel

2. One (Syriac) version reads the course of man’s life and actions, yea, of all generations, and the changes which have happened in them, on which the tongue has a great influence
a) Ex. Great Gma Wilson

C. So when you speak the Word concerning salvation, health, deliverance, and changes in circumstances over your extended family and future family, you can expect it to take place

II. Authority in the home

A. Husbands and wives are to have dominion and authority in the home together

1. Gen 1:26 Then God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion...
2. 1Pe 3:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.

3. The power of agreement of a husband and wife is a great defense against the enemy

a) Deut 32:30 tells us one can put a thousand to flight and two can put 10,000 to flight

b) Lev 26:8 tells us that when there is agreement in speaking the Word your enemies shall fall by the sword before you.
c) Jesus said in Mt 18:19 that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven.
B. The most common problem in a marriage is communication, and this will cause lack of authority in the home

1. If there is no communication or not thorough communication, a husband and wife cannot be in agreement (Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?); therefore, there can be no authority without communication

2. There are four levels of communication -- reporting facts, sharing ideas and judgments, sharing feelings and emotions, completely free and open sharing
a) The greatest amount of authority comes from being able to share on level #4

b) Three reasons why there is not complete, open sharing -- fear of being ignored, fear of rejection, fear of ridicule
C. Seven keys to improving communication in the home

1. Commit to improving it by committing to Ja 1:19 let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath
2. Set aside quality time to share -- do not let other obligations rob your time with your family

3. Take an interest in the activities of your mate - Php 2:3-4 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.
4. Be willing to admit it when you are wrong - I Pe 5:5 all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility,
5. Be willing to accept constructive criticism - He 12:11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness...
6. Avoid belittling remarks - Pr 12:18 the tongue of the wise promotes health (Heb--yielding, soundness of mind)

7. Do not allow strife in your household
a) Mic 7:6 ...A man's enemies are the men of his own household.
b) 2Ti 2:24 a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all... 
III. What we have authority over concerning our home

A. Every demonic activity that comes against us - Ps 91:9-16 Because you have made the LORD, who is my refuge, Even the Most High, your dwelling place, no evil shall befall you, Nor shall any plague come near your dwelling; for He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you in all your ways. In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone. You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, The young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot. Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him on high, because he has known My name. He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor him. With long life I will satisfy him, And show him My salvation."
1. Physical elements (Jesus stilled the storm)

2. Lack of provision (Jesus multiplied food)

3. Sickness - Jer 30:17, Ps 41:3
4. Strife - Ja 3:13-18
5. Wrong companions of our children - Pr 13:20, 23:19-20, Jn 17:15
6. Attitude changes - Is 61:3
B. Our children

1. Ps 127:3 tell us children are a gift from God

a) They are to be raised up to know the Lord and to rule and reign on earth - Ge 1:28 Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over it
b) Pr 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go...
(1) To train up = to teach, to tell, to show, to lead through (- Deut 6:7 "You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.)

(2) Children need to be trained in authority just as they need to be trained in living a Godly life

2. We need to frame our children with the Word of God (Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God )

a) Is 54:13 All your children shall be taught by the LORD (Word), And great shall be the peace of your children  
b) Eph 6:4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
3. What to frame them with (how to train them to have authority)

a) Jn 10:27    "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me  

b) Is 1:19-20   If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, You shall be devoured by the sword"  

c) Ps 37:4-5 Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass. 
IV. Conclusion

A. Our greatest commitment in being a Christian is to our home and family

1. Many times we get so caught up in working for the Lord, we neglect our home; this should never be

2. God should be first in your life, then your mate, then your children & then ministry & church
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