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Lesson 1

INTRODUCTION
I. What a covenant is

I. A binding agreement

I. Bible itself is a covenant book divided into two sections, Old Testament and New Testament

I. Hebrew and Greek words are translated covenant in some places and testament in other places

I. Covenants in Bible made between men and between God and man

I. Example of covenant made between men:  Jonathan and David - 1 Samuel 18:1-4,19:1-2, 20:4, 8,14-15, 17, 23, 42, 23:18, 2 Samuel 4:1-4, 9:1-13

I. Study of this course will be covenants between God and man - 8 covenants

I. Edenic - Genesis 1-2

I. Adamic - Genesis 3

I. Noahic - Genesis 6-9

I. Abrahamic - Genesis 12-22

I. Mosaic - Exodus 19-40

I. Palestinian - Deuteronomy 27-33

I. Davidic - 2 Samuel 7, 1 Chronicles 17, Psalms 89, 132

I. New - Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 8, Matthew 26

II. Who originated these covenants

II. God

II. God drew the contracts up and presented them to man

II. Man can either accept the contract or reject it but he can't change it

II. These covenants are the greatest show of God's love, mercy, and grace for man

II. Four things God does when He initiates a covenant

II. Establishes it - presents it to man

II. Keeps it - once He makes it He doesn't forget it or break it

II. Reveals it - openly declares the promises and terms of it to man

II. Enables man to keep it - man himself without God can't keep it

III. Why make a covenant

III. To provide a binding commitment

III. Those entering the covenant obligate themselves to that relationship for life

III. David and Jonathan's covenant was such  even to David being committed to Jonathan's son

III. Marriage covenant was instituted by God and is a model of His covenants

III. Purpose of God's covenants with man - the vehicle of the expression of God's will and purpose for man

III. God has a reason for everything He does

III. Careful planning and thought goes into all His work

III. Before the fall of man, God expressed His purpose in creating man in the form of a covenant - Edenic Covenant - Adam broke the covenant and interrupted the fulfilling of it

III. This didn't stop God - He introduced the redemptive covenants - Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Palestinian, Davidic and New

III. So there was the covenant of creation and the covenants of redemption

IV. What constitutes a covenant - each divine covenant has three parts:  words, blood, seal

IV. Words or promises

IV. Either verbalized or written

IV. States promises, terms and possibly an oath

IV. Promises

IV. Blessings

IV. Curses

IV. Natural - temporal

IV. Spiritual - eternal

IV. Terms - conditions under which promises are fulfilled

IV. Oath

IV. If covenant confirmed with an oath it is irrevocable

IV. Without an oath the promises may be subject to change or cancelled

IV. To break an oath caused a curse to come on the one who broke it

IV. Blood

IV. Covenant was seen as being a life and death commitment so the ratification involved the shedding of blood

IV. The shedding of blood represented a life commitment

IV. Involved in the shedding of blood was a sacrifice, a mediator and a sanctuary

IV. Sacrifice - both shedding of blood and death of the body

IV. Mediator - one who oversaw the ratification of covenant (High Priest)

IV. Sanctuary - necessitated a holy place to ratify covenant (altar, temple)

IV. Seal

IV. An ongoing tangible witness of the covenant

IV. Served as a constant reminder of the promises and terms

IV. The Trinity is involved in each of the divine covenants God made with man

IV. Word - Father God, the originator of the covenant

IV. Blood - Son Jesus, sacrifice of blood and body and mediator

IV. Seal - Holy Spirit, fulfiller of covenant

V. Durations of covenants - divine covenants were either everlasting or temporal

V. Everlasting

V. Certain of the divine covenants were expressed as everlasting - Genesis 9:16,17:13, Numbers 25:12-13, 2 Samuel 23:5, Ezekiel 16:60, Hebrews 13:20

V. However in the promises, sacrifices and seals there were elements that couldn't last forever because of their temporal nature

V. Abrahamic Covenant - everlasting

V. Seal (circumcision) everlasting - Genesis 17:13

V. Circumcision of the flesh fulfilled and abolished with the Cross

V. Only internal and spiritual circumcision of heart everlasting

V. Animal sacrifices of everlasting covenants could never be eternal; only the sacrifice of the Son could be eternal - external form fulfilled and abolished (Genesis 15, Hebrews 10)

V. Temporal - Galatians 3:19, Hebrews 9:10

V. Some covenants made to be limited to time and not permanent

V. Mosaic

V. Tabernacle services, sacrifices of animals, priesthood, feasts - all temporal

V. However spiritual meaning of them are eternal

V. Irrevocable covenant - one in which God obligates Himself to fulfill the promises regardless of man's response (Mosaic - Jeremiah 31:32, Zechariah 11:10, 2 Cor 3:13, Hebrews 8:13)

VI. How a covenant relationship is established

VI. Both parties must understand and fulfill their part of agreement

VI. By calling

VI. God invited man - Romans 8:28-30, 2 Timothy 1:9

VI. God offered it to whoever He pleased - Nehemiah 9:7-8, Acts 7:1-8, Hebrews
11:8-10, Genesis 12:1-3

VI. By entering

VI. Man must enter the covenant - Deuteronomy 29:1,12, 2 Chronicles 15:12,Jeremiah 34:10

VI. Man has responsibility to commit himself fully to the covenant

VI. It's by faith and obedience - Hebrews 11:8

VI. Israel failed to enter into the covenant land because of unbelief and disobedience - Hebrews 3:4, Luke 11:52, John 6:28-29

VI. By keeping

VI. Remember it and continually fulfill its terms

VI. God does this - Psalms 111:5, Genesis 9:15-16

VI. Man must also - Psalms 103:18

VI. By faith and obedience - Hebrews 4:11, 5:9, Genesis 22:18, 26:5, Exodus 19:5, Deuteronomy  11:27, 30:6-8, Jeremiah 7:22-28, 11:1-10, Romans 5:12-21

VI. It's possible for man to break his covenant relationship with God - Jeremiah 31:32, Hebrews 8:9

VII. How covenants are inter-related

VII. Each covenant is a fragment of the whole plan of God and the covenants are progressive

VII. Edenic involves man before entrance of sin

VII. Declares God's purpose for creation of man

VII. God foresaw fall of man and prepared for it

VII. Covenants of redemption set in motion

VII. Through covenants of redemption covenant of creation would be fulfilled

VII. Adamic - given to father of human race and spoke of redemption through the Messianic seed

VII. Noahic - given to father of the race after the Flood and confirmed God's creative purpose

VII. Abrahamic - prophesied of the nation Israel through which the Messiah would come

VII. Davidic - part of the Abrahamic and is the manifestation of the promise of kings given in the Abrahamic Covenant concluding with Jesus Christ, the son of David, who is King of  kings and Lord of lords

VII. New - fulfillment of Abrahamic concerning his seed blessing all the nations of the earth including believing Jews and Gentiles

VII. The covenants of redemption were designed to bring man back to the fulfillment of the Edenic Covenant, the covenant of creation

VII. The Mosaic and Palestinian Covenants relate only to the nation of Israel

VII. Mosaic expressed moral, civil and ceremonial laws which governed the life of the people of Israel

VII. Palestinian pertained to laws and conditions for Israel's living in Canaan, the Promised Land

VII. Both are linked with the Abrahamic Covenant

VII. Mosaic concerned with the people, the seed of Abraham

VII. Palestinian concerned with the land promised in the Abrahamic Covenant

VII. New Covenant - the end covenant that completes the fulfilling of the Edenic Covenant

Lesson 2.     EDENIC COVENANT
Genesis 1 - 2

Introduction

1. Isaiah 45:18 - earth created to be inhabited

2. Genesis 1:1-19 - God prepared "the house" of heaven and earth

3. Genesis 1:20-31 - God created animals to live in "the house" and man to rule over them

3. Genesis 1:26-31 - indicates man was the focal point of God's creation

3. The Edenic Covenant was given to the first man and woman to reveal His purpose in creating them

3. Genesis 1:26-27 - states the covenant purpose

I. Words of the Covenant

A. Promises of Covenant

1. Blessings of Covenant

a) Made in images of God (Genesis 1:26,27) - God sought the fellowship, communion and love of children

b) Be fruitful and multiply (Genesis 1:28) - Adam and Eve were to populate the earth with a race of beings that would know God, be like Him, and serve Him

c) Subdue the earth (Genesis 1:28)

(1) Subdue means to conquer

(2) Indicates existence of an enemy Adam was to conquer

(3) Only enemy in existence was Satan

(4) Was to conquer the enemy and make the whole earth like the Garden of Eden - Ezekiel 36:34,35

d) To have dominion (Genesis 1:28)

(1) Involved rulership over all creation of earth - Psalms 8

(2) Would be king of earth under God - Hebrews 2:5-8

e) To eat herbs and fruit (Genesis 1:29)

(1) Involved food for man's physical existence

(2) Eating meat wasn't allowed until the Noahic Covenant

f) To till the ground (Genesis 1:29)

(1) Involved man's occupation

(2) Created to work

2. Curses of Covenant- if ate forbidden fruit would suffer death (spiritual and physical) - Genesis 2:17

B. Terms of Covenant

1. Blessings made available by trusting and obedience

2. Only one commandment of prohibition - not to eat of tree of good and evil (Genesis 2:17)

II. Blood of the Covenant

A. Sacrifice

1. Adam giving of self to be put to sleep by God, the opening of his side and the giving of his side from which God built a bride - Genesis 2:18-25

2. Typified bride and bridegroom of redemption, Christ and His Church - Ephesians 5:23-33

B. Mediator

1. God (Elohim - the Godhead) - Genesis 1:26-27, 2:7,21

2. Put Adam to sleep, opened his side and formed Eve

C. Sanctuary - Garden of Eden, God's earthly sanctuary, God's Paradise - Genesis 3:24, Revelations 2:7

III. Seal of the Covenant - Tree of Life

A. A visible sign or token

B. When Adam broke the terms of the covenant God's judgment focused on withholding this tree from him

IV. Summary

A. Only covenant made with man before entrance of sin

B. Covenant everlasting 

C. Required no blood because established before sin and will continue after millennium

Lesson 3.     ADAMIC COVENANT
Genesis 3

Introduction

I. Under Edenic Covenant one prohibition, not to eat of tree of good and evil - Genesis 2:17

A. Satan came to attack the terms of the covenant and break the covenant relationship between man and God 

B. Approach - attacking covenant language; how Adam and Eve broke the covenant - Genesis 3:1-6

1. "Has God said..." - verse 1 (Satan questioned Word)

2. "neither shall we touch it lest we die" - 

3. verse 3 (Eve adds to the Word - Genesis 2:17)

4. "you shall not surely die" - verse 4 (Satan lies against the Word)

C. Eve was deceived, Adam was not, he rebelled - Genesis 2:17 - God told Adam, Adam related it to Eve

D. Breaking the covenant brought them under the curse of it - Genesis 3:7, 1 Timothy 2:15, Romans 5:12-21

1. Covenant relation broken

2. Character corrupted by sin

3. Dominion lost

4. Offspring under dominion of sin and death

II. This sets the stage for the Adamic Covenant, the beginning of the covenants of redemption

I. Words of the Covenant

A. Promises

1. Blessings - Genesis 3:15

a) Seed of woman would bring forth Messiah

b) Seed of woman would conquer Satan

2. Curses - Genesis 3:14-19

a) Curse put on mankind and is broken by accepting Jesus as Savior - Romans 8:20-22

(1) Curse on serpent - verse 14 - natural serpent who was used as tool by Satan

(2) Curse on devil - verse 14 - Romans 12, 16:20, 20:10

(3) Judgment on woman - verse 16 - 1 Timothy 2:13-15, 1 Corinthians 11:7-9

(4) Judgment on man - verses 17, 19

(5) Curse on earth - verses 17, 18

(6) Curse on animal kingdom - Genesis 2:19-20, Romans 8:20-22

(7) Judgment of sin and death - Genesis 2:17, 3:19, Romans 6:23, Ephesians 2:1,5, 1 Timothy 5:6, Revelations 14:11, 20:11-15

(8) Judgment of expulsion from Eden - verses 23, 24 - Revelations 2:7, 22:14

B. Terms of Covenant

1. Obedience - faith and trust - Hebrews 11:6, Romans 14:23, John 16:8

2. Evidence of faith and obedience

a) Adam naming Eve "mother of all living" - Genesis 3:15-16, 20-21

b) Receiving coats of skin in exchange of self-made fig leaves 

c) Eve's response at birth of Cain - Genesis 3:15, 4:1

d) Adam's teaching sons about blood sacrifices - Genesis 4:1-4, Hebrews 11:4, 1 John 3:12

C. Oath of Covenant - none

II. Blood of the Covenant

A. Sacrifices

1. Adam and Eve covered selves with fig leaves after conscience awoken to nakedness when covenant relationship broken

2. Fig leaves attempt to make selves acceptable to God

3. God judged self-righteousness unacceptable - Isaiah 64:6

4. God moved in grace and provided acceptable covering of animal skins (first animal sacrifice; blood shed)

B. Mediator - God

C. Sanctuary - Garden of Eden

III. Seal of the Covenant - coats of skin

Lesson 4.     NOAHIC COVENANT
Genesis 6 - 9

Introduction

I. Cain and Abel were born to Adam and Eve

A. Cain killed Abel because of jealousy and Seth was born

B. Two seed lines developed until day of Noah - the ungodly (Genesis 4) and the godly (Genesis 5)

II. The whole earth became wicked

A. Noah was only one keeping Adamic Covenant

B. God told him to make an ark and he obeyed

C. When Noah and his family departed from the ark after the Flood, God made a covenant with Noah

I. Words of the Covenant

A. Promises

1. Blessings - Genesis 8:15-19, 21-22, 9:1-7, 11, 15

a) God's favor and benevolence would remain on Noah's family - Isaiah 54:9-20, Hebrews 11:7

b) Fruitfulness and multiplication - Genesis 9:1,7, 8:15-17

c) Ruling over creatures - Genesis 9:2

d) Eating of meat - Genesis 9:3

(1) Allowed to eat meat for first time

(2) All meat - clean and unclean (meat didn't become unclean until Mosaic Law)

e) Earth preserved from further curse - Genesis 8:21

f) Four seasons established - Genesis 8:22

g) No more universal flood - Genesis 9:11, 15

2. Curses - Genesis 9:25-27

a) Noah had three sons and the earth was repopulated and divided into families, tongues, lands and nations through them

(1) Shem - blessed - nation of Israel came through this line

(2) Ham - cursed many believe because of son Canaan committing homosexual act with Noah (Gen 9:20-27, Lev 18:6-7) - nations of Canaan came through this line

(3) Japheth - blessed - Japhetic race given large parts of earth to dwell in

b) Godly line came through Shem

B. Terms - Genesis 9:3-6

1. Faith and obedience

2. Not to eat blood

a) Blood represents life and the shedding of it death

b) Shedding of animal blood God established as substitutionary sacrifice for man's sin

3. Murder forbidden - Cain had initiated it by murdering his brother, Abel, and violence increased to Noah's day before the Flood

4. Capital punishment established

C. Oath - None at the time but later (Is 54:9)

II. Blood of the Covenant

A. Sacrifice 

1. Blood of clean animals - Genesis 7:2-3, 8:20

2. Blood of innocent animals of Old Testament = innocent blood of Jesus in New Testament

B. Mediator - Noah as priest of his family

C. Sanctuary - Noah's altar (Genesis 8:20) - first altar mentioned in Bible

III. Seal of the Covenant - Rainbow (Genesis 9:9-17

Lesson 5.     ABRAHAMIC COVENANT
Genesis 12 - 25

Introduction  -  Genesis 10 - 11

I. Man's failure to keep terms of the Noahic Covenant began immediately

A. Noah's drunkenness and Canaan's (Ham's son) disrespect in keeping God's reproductive purposes pure (homosexuality) - Genesis 9:1

B. Nimrod, a descendent of Ham, led a rebellion against     God's command to replenish the earth

1. Drew people together at Babel

2. Tower of Babel built to glorify man

3. Took delegated authority of human government given in Noahic Covenant and turned it against God and His government

II. God pronounced judgment by confusing the language and scattering the people across the earth

III. While families were developing into nations in their respective places, God chose Abram through the line of Shem for the next covenant that would bless all the nations of the earth

IV. The covenant enlarges on the previous covenants and includes relevancy to the following covenants (Mosaic, Palestinian, Davidic, New) - it ties together the Old and New Testaments

V. It's an everlasting covenant

A. It's made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (these three were the partakers of one covenant)

B. It involves the nation of Israel, the seed Messiah, and all believers of all nations

C. Matthew 3:19 - so it is for us also

I. Words of the Covenant

A. Promises

1. Blessings to Abraham - seven given (Genesis 12:2-3) and promised seven times (Genesis 12:2-3, 18:18, 22:18, 26:4, Acts 6:35, Galatians 3:8)

a) You will become a great nation

b) I will bless you

c) I will make you a great name

d) You will be a blessing

e) I will bless them that bless you

f) I will curse them than curse you 

g) In you all the families of the earth will be blessed

2. Blessing of land

a) Genesis 15:13-21 foretells of Israel's bondage in Egypt, Abraham would die in peace, and the land that would be given to his seed

(1) This land covenant would become a conditional covenant to Abraham's seed

(2) We know from history that Israel never fully possessed this land and even now they haven't fully possessed it and they won't until they fulfill the conditions of the Palestinian Covenant

3. Blessing of victory over enemies - Genesis 22:17, 1 Kings 4:20-25, 2 Chronicles 9:27

a) Natural - Joshua's victories, David's victories

b) Spiritual - Matthew 16:18

4. Blessings of kings - Abraham would have descendents who would reign as kings

a) Natural

b) Spiritual

(1) Jesus - King of kings

(2) The Church - Revelations 1:6, 5:9-10

5. Curses - Genesis 12:3 - only curse attached to covenant

B. Terms - faith and obedience in the Word of God (obey the word and trust in His promises)

C. Oath (Genesis 22:16-18, Hebrews 11:17-19) - because of oath the promises can never be annulled (Gal 3:15-17)

II. Blood of the Covenant

A. Sacrifices

1. Bread and wine given by Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18) symbolic of Jesus (Matthew 26:26-28

2. Animal sacrifices (Genesis 15:7-17) - God commanded Abraham to sacrifice five specific offerings:  heifer, she-goat, ram, turtledove, young pigeon

a) Divided animals in half and laid in two rows

b) God as a burning lamp and smoking fire passed through the sacrifices of body and blood thus ratifying the promises - Jeremiah 34:18-19

c) These instructions forerunner of five offerings of Mosaic Covenant - Lev 1 - 7

d) All sacrifices were fulfilled and abolished with perfect sacrifice of Jesus on Cross (Heb 10:1-10)

3. Sacrifice of Isaac - Genesis 22

a) Supreme test of faith and obedience

b) Ram was substitute for Abraham's only son

c) Symbolic of what God would do with His only son Jesus - Hebrews 11:17-19, James 2:20-23 (both sacrifices took place on Mt. Moriah)

B. Mediator

1. Melchizedek was Abraham's mediator - Genesis 14

2. Jesus is our mediator - Psalms 110, Hebrews 7

C. Sanctuary - altar

III. Seal of the Covenant

A. Rite of circumcision - Acts 7:8

1. A token (Genesis 17:11) Seal (Romans 4:11) Sign (Romans 4:11)

2. Administration

a) Cutting of flesh - shedding of blood - Genesis 17:9-11

b) Invocation of name of child - Genesis 21:4, Luke 1:59, 2:21

c) Eighth day - Genesis 17:12, Luke 1:59, 2:21

3. Significance

a) Only by obedience could Abraham's seed be in covenant relationship with God and be entitled to promises, privileges, and blessings

b) The outward evidence of the inward commitment to the terms of the covenant

4. Importance

a) God sought to kill Moses when he didn't circumcise his son - Exodus 4:24-26

b) No Israelite or stranger who had not been sealed with circumcision could partake of Passover Feast - Exodus 2:43-51

5. Fulfillment

a) Abrahamic Covenant focused on outward aspect - Romans 6:1-4

b) New Covenant focuses on inward (Colossians 2:11-13) circumcision of the heart

IV. Summary

A. Genesis 12:1-7  tells of God's covenant with Abram

B. Genesis 13:14  gives land to Abram

C. Genesis 14:18-24  Abram gave Melchizedek tithe and was blessed

D. Genesis 15:1-21  God gave Abram new name Abraham "father of many nations"

Lesson 6.     MOSAIC COVENANT
Exodus 19 - 40    Galatians 3:24

Introduction

I. Most complicated and difficult of all covenants to interpret

II. 430 years passed between Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenants

III. Made strictly and only with Israel and doesn't apply to the Church

IV. Given to Israel in wilderness after deliverance from Egypt

V. Given for two reasons

A. Nation on probation

1. Worshipped idols of Egypt and failed to maintain covenant relationship with God

a) Exodus 1-4 shows the call of Moses and his commission to bring Israel out of bondage of Egypt

(1) God remembered covenant with Abraham

(a) Promised to bring descendents into covenant land

(b) Gave Moses signs to perform so they would believe covenant promises

(2) Exodus 5-12 records the ten plagues of judgment on Egypt and the deliverance of Israel

(a) Fulfillment of promise made to Abraham - Genesis 15

(b) On basis of grace and through faith and obedience, Israel experienced the benefits of the Abrahamic Covenant

b) God took Israel into the wilderness to prove them and they failed in faith and obedience four times in one week

(1) At the Red Sea - Exodus 14:10-12

(2) At the water of Marah - Exodus 15:23-26

(3) At the Wilderness of Sin - Ex 16:1-12

(4) At Rephidim - Exodus 17:1-7 (Just as with Israel, your faith can't rely on miracles alone.  Behind every confession there comes obedience)

c) Their murmuring complaints exposed their hearts of unbelief - Psalms 78:1-15, 106:1-15

d) Their subsequent history shows them provoking God ten times

(1) They promised to obey all the commandments (Exodus 19:8, 24:3,7) but there was no heart in them to do it

(2) National witness

(a) God chose Israel out of all the nations to be a model nation through which He would reveal His redemptive purposes, His character, and His way of life to other nations - Deuteronomy 5:6-8, 31-40

B. Relationship of Mosaic Covenant and Abrahamic Covenant

1. Mosaic Covenant didn't replace Abrahamic Covenant - Galatians 3:14-18

a) Abrahamic Covenant - everlasting and irrevocable

b) Mosaic Covenant - temporary until Jesus came

c) Mosaic Covenant was to show Israel how sinful they were - Galatians 3:19

2. Abrahamic Covenant to be fulfilled by the New Covenant (birth of Jesus) Mosaic Covenant to be abolished by the New Covenant (birth of Jesus)

I. Words of the Covenant - Exod 20-40, Lev 1-27, Num 1-10,15, 18-19, 28-29, 30-36, Deut 1-34

A. Classified into three categories:  moral law, civil law and ceremonial law

B. Promises

1. Blessings - same as Abrahamic Covenant (Exodus 23:25-33, Leviticus 25,26)

2. Curses - punishment and consequences of unbelief and disobedience (Exodus 22:22-24, Leviticus 26:14-46) - although not specifically spoken of as curses

C. Terms

1. Whereas the other covenants were obedience by faith, this covenant was obedience by works

2. Israel could receive righteousness only by fulfilling the work of the law (Lev 18:5, Gal 3:10-12,21, Deut 6:25, Rom 10:1-5); other covenants received righteousness by faith in God's promises (Gal 3:11, Rom 4:1-5)

3. It was Israel's arrogant self confidence that provoked God to impose these kinds of terms - Exodus 19:7-9, 24:3,7, Deuteronomy 5:26-29

4. They showed their ignorance of God's righteousness and by trying to establish their own righteousness by the law, they refused to submit themselves to the faith righteousness of the Abrahamic Covenant - Romans 10:1-3, Philippians 3:6-9, Isaiah 64:6

5. Summary of the terms

a) 10 Commandments - commandments governing man's relationship with God and man's relationship with man

b) Obedience

(1) Legal obedience demanding strict compliance to the commandments

(2) If obeyed blessings; if disobeyed curses - Deuteronomy 11:26-28, Jeremiah 11:1-10

c) Love

(1) It was only as they loved, feared and served the Lord that they could perfectly obey commandments

(2) The love was not within Israel's reach because of the law of sin that worked in their hearts - Deuteronomy 5:28-29, Romans 7:7-22

(3) It would take a heart change that could only be instigated by God to have this kind of love

D. Oath - none

II. Blood of the Covenant

A. Sacrifice

1. Complex requirements were stated in this covenant involving the body and blood of the sacrifices

2. All of these find their fulfillment in Jesus - Matthew 26:26-28, Hebrews 9, 10:1-10,13:11-14

B. Mediator - Levitical priests

1. They would sprinkle the blood of the animal on the mercy seat as atonement to God and symbolically put the sin of Israel on a goat called a scapegoat and put him outside of camp to wander off into the wilderness

2. This covered the sins but didn't remove them

C. Sanctuary - Tabernacle of Moses

1. Consisted of

a) Outer Court where the priests performed the daily sacrifices

b) Holy Place where the priests daily ministered

c) Most Holy Place 

(1) The actual dwelling place of God

2. Contained the Ark of the Covenant which consisted of the Ten Commandments, manna, and Aaron's rod, the three representing the Trinity

3. Mercy Seat was above the Ark

III. Seal - weekly Sabbath Day - Exodus 31:12-17, Ezek 20:10-26

A. Old Testament Sabbath

1. No mention of keeping Sabbath from Adam to Moses - 2500 years

2. Part of ceremonial law - other Sabbaths mentioned beside weekly Sabbath (holy days of the Festivals of Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles - Leviticus 23:27-39)

B. New Testament Sabbath

1. Fulfilled in Jesus - Mark 2:27,28, Colossians 2:11, 16-17

2. Christians have no sabbath

a) Ceases in own work and rests in finished work of Jesus

b) Isn't in keeping a day but receiving Jesus Christ that we find rest in God - Matthew 11:28-30

c) So no special day for sabbath; can choose any day as a memorial for resurrection of Jesus 

IV. Summary

A. Covenant is fulfilled in Jesus

B. Jesus only person who kept the Law and all its requirements

C. He abolished on the cross all that pertained to the ceremonials and externals of the law

Lesson 7.     PALESTINIAN COVENANT
Deuteronomy 27 - 33

Introduction

I. This covenant sometimes considered part of Mosaic Covenant - Deuteronomy 29:1 clearly shows its a separate one, though

II. Mosaic Covenant made at Mt. Sinai with the first generation out of Egypt and gave laws for the people

III. Palestinian Covenant made in the plains of Moab with the second generation and gave laws for the land

IV. Book of Deuteronomy called the book of the second covenant 

A. Was given before they entered the Promised Land to possess it

B. This covenant rehearsed what was in Mosaic Covenant but also included new things

V. The first generation failed to keep the Abrahamic and Mosaic Covenant; why Palestinian Covenant given

I. Words of the Covenant

A. Word land used 180 times in Book of Deuteronomy illustrating the primary focus of covenant on the Promised Land

B. Promises

1. Leviticus 25:23-24 states the land was God's land and the Israelites were stewards of the land

2. Blessings - Deuteronomy 28:1-14

3. Curses - Deuteronomy 28:15-68

C. Terms

1. Only those who obeyed would inherit the land

a) This covenant was a conditional one and has yet to be fulfilled

b) Israel as we know it today is not possessing the land because not fulfilling the covenant

c) Israel now living under the curses because of disobedience - Daniel 9:11

2. Three terms to obey

a) 10 Commandments - Deuteronomy 27:1-4

b) Loving God above all else - Deuteronomy 6:4-6

c) Rest for the land - Leviticus 25:1-22 (laws governing the rest)

II. Blood of the Covenant

A. Sacrifice - same as Mosaic Covenant

B. Mediator - same as Mosaic Covenant

C. Sanctuary - land of Canaan

III. Seal of the Covenant

A. Year of Sabbath rest - Leviticus 25:1-17

B. Early and latter rains - Leviticus 25:18-22, Deuteronomy 11:10-17, 28:1-8, 1 Kings 8:35-40, Joel 2

1. When Israel obeyed, God promised to the early and latter rains as His seal on the land and a token of His covenant blessings

2. If they failed to keep the terms for the land, He promised to withhold the rains from the land

IV. Summary

A. Israel's history reveals the sufferings of breaking both the Mosaic and Palestinian Covenants

1. Major violations - idolatry, immorality, failing to keep the Sabbath year

B. Jerusalem was destroyed, the Israelites dispersed and the land became desolate for years

C. God has allowed a remnant out of all the nations to return to the land in preparation of the Second Coming

D. The focal point of redemption is no longer a holy land but a holy person, Jesus - Jn 4:20-24, Gal 4:22-31, Rev 11:8

E. The principles of rest and rain apply to the church spiritually

F. The outpouring of the early and latter rains represent the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the church and all flesh - James 5:7, Joel 2:18-32

Lesson 8.     DAVIDIC COVENANT
2 Samuel 7, 1 Chronicles 17, Psalms 89, 132, Jeremiah 33

Introduction

I. Extension of Abrahamic Covenant - the major promises are confirmed in Davidic Covenant

II. Also confirms Mosaic Covenant

III. All the prior covenants to the Davidic Covenant have a progressive revelation of kingship; however, the chief promise of the Davidic Covenant is kingship

A. Kingship promised in Abrahamic Covenant

1. Abraham - covenant father (Genesis 17:6)

2. Sarah - covenant mother of Jacob and Judah (Genesis 35:11, 49:8-12)

3. Jacob became Israel and Israel became the covenant nation - Genesis 35:11

4. Judah = the covenant tribe - Genesis 49:8-12

B. Kingship promised in Mosaic Covenant to Israel the covenant nation - Numbers 23:21,Deuteronomy 17:14-20

C. Kingship promised in Davidic Covenant to David the covenant house - 2 Samuel 7, Psalms 132, 1 Chronicles 17, Psalms 89

IV. This was God's plan

A. To establish Israel as a nation and kingdom ruled by God

1. They failed to wait for God's will and time in establishing the kingdom

2. Under Mosaic and Palestinian Covenants God was their king

a) He raised up ministries to lead them - Moses, Joshua, the Judges, Samuel

b) At this time it was recognized Israel needed a godly king.  Without one to command them they wondered into idolatry, immorality, violence and rebellion

3. Although Samuel was a godly man his sons weren't; this caused Israel to reject Samuel's household as their leader and prematurely wanting a king to judge them

a) They rejected God's kind of kingship and desired natural kings like the other nations - 1 Samuel 8:5-8

b) Although it was not God's perfect will, He permitted them to have a king and chose Saul from the tribe of Benjamin - 1 Samuel 8:9-18, 9:10

B. God's will for them to have a king

1. Not His time

2. Saul wasn't from tribe having covenant promise of kingship - Genesis 49:10

3. The king was chosen 40 years premature because of Israel's impatience

V. It was after the 40-year reign of Saul and David was king that God made the covenant with David

I. Words of the Covenant

A. Promises

1. Blessings - all extensions of Abrahamic Covenant

a) Appointed land - 2 Samuel 7:10, 1 Chronicles 17:9

b) Victory over enemies - 2 Sam 7:11, 1 Chron 17:10

c) Ruling dynasty - 2 Samuel 7:11-16, 1 Chronicles 17:11-15 (David's descendents ruled in Judah until Judah was taken into captivity)

d) Mercies - 2 Samuel 7:15, 1 Chronicles 17:13

e) Messianic Seed - 2 Sam 7:11-16, 1 Chron 17:11-15

(1) A virgin of house of David would bring forth Immanuel - Isaiah 7:13-14

(2) A righteous branch would be raised up to David - Jeremiah 25:5-6

(3) Jesus is the son of Abraham and David - Matthew 1:1, Acts 13:22-23

(4) Jesus seed of David after the flesh - Romans 1:3-4

(5) Jesus root and offspring of David - Revelations 22:16

(6) Jesus to receive the throne of His father David and His kingdom will have no end - Luke 1:31-33, Isaiah 9:6-9

f) Building of temple - 2 Samuel 7:13, 1 Chronicles 17:11-15 (David didn't build it but his on Solomon did

2. Curses - none

B. Terms - faith and obedience

C. Oath - God vowed to remember His mercy; the promises were irrevocable

II. Blood of the Covenant

A. Sacrifices 

1. Animals - same as others

2. Spiritual - praise and thanksgiving

B. Mediator

1. David as king/priest

2. Levitical priests

C. Sanctuary

1. Tabernacle of Moses -continual animal sacrifices

2. Tabernacle of David on Mt. Zion - continual singing of praises

3. From this point on in scripture, Zion has two-fold significance

a) City of David - political center 

(1) Became capital and governing city from which David ruled

(2) Foreshadows heavenly Zion from which King Jesus rules and reigns over His people, the church - Hebrews 12:22-24, Revelations 14:1-4

b) Tabernacle of David - religious center

(1) Became religious capital of the nation

(2) Fulfillment found in Christ and Church - Christ will sit in the Tabernacle of David, His Church, and both Jew and Gentile will gather together and worship Him (Isaiah 16:5, Amos 9:11-12, Acts 15:15-18)

4. Hebrews reveals that after the cross the believer is no longer under Tabernacle of Moses or Mosaic Covenant with levitical priesthood and animal sacrifices but under Tabernacle of David of Zion and the New Covenant with its Melchizedek priesthood and spiritual sacrifices being offered to God through Christ - Hebrews 5-12

III. Seal of the Covenant - Jesus Christ

IV. Summary

A. Jesus ultimate fulfillment of Davidic Covenant; in Him David finds his Lord (deity) and his son (human)

B. Jesus will reign over all redeemed Israel, Old Testament and New Testament, natural and spiritual, as King of kings and Lord of lords

C. His government and kingdom will be in peace and there will be no end to it

Lesson 9.     NEW COVENANT
Jeremiah 31:31-34   Hebrews 8   Matthew 26

Introduction

I. Made by Jesus immediately prior to His death with the twelve apostles who represented Israel in the flesh and the Church (us) spiritually

II. In the Old Testament covenants there was a cycle of making the covenant, a probation period of fulfilling the covenant, failure to fulfill the covenant and then judgment because of the failure

A. Edenic Covenant made with Adam before entrance of sin

B. Adamic Covenant made with Adam after sin involving redemption of Adam's race

C. Noahic Covenant made with all mankind and all creatures

D. Beginning with Abrahamic Covenant all covenants been made with the chosen nation,Israel and all the covenants would consummate in the making of the New Covenant

III. Jesus came, born of a virgin, as the seed of a woman, the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the seed of David

A. He came to bring redemption from sin to the nation of Israel as well as all other nations

B. He came to reveal God as Father to them

C. He came as a fulfillment and fulfiller of all the  covenant promises given - Romans 15:8

D. But by then the leaders of the Jewish nation had perverted and twisted the Mosaic Covenant

1. They had become spiritually proud of their position in the Abrahamic Covenant

2. They were characterized by hypocrisy, arrogance, and lack of spiritual perception

E. They rejected Jesus' miracles, preaching and person

F. After they crucified Him, they came to the end of probation time and in 70 A.D. after the destruction of Jerusalem and they were scattered, they became a people under covenant judgment and the curse of innocent blood

IV. There is no hope for Israel outside of Jesus and the New Covenant relationship with God through Him

A. This covenant is the last covenant ever made with Israel - Jeremiah 31:31-34

B. To reject this covenant will place them outside of the covenant promises and blessings eternally

V. God's purposes that were illustrated by types and prophecies in the Old Testament came to light in the New Testament (New Covenant) 

VI. Types found in Old Testament of New Covenant

A. Abraham's two sons - Galatians 4:21-31

1. Represent two covenants

a) Ishmael (Genesis 16) = Mosaic Covenant with laws and works

b) Isaac (Genesis 21, 22) = New Covenant of grace and faith

2. Foreshadowed by Ishmael not being heir of Abrahamic Covenant that Mosaic Covenant would be fulfilled and abolished when New Covenant ratified - Hebrews 10:9, 16-17

B. Moses' Law - Written on tables of stones foreshadowing the words of the New Covenant being written on the two tables of heart and mind which would last forever - 2 Corinthians 3, Exodus 20, 31:18, Hebrew 8:6-13, 10:16-17

C. Marriage Laws - Romans 7:1-4

1. Israel married to God at Mt. Sinai on basis of Mosaic Covenant.  Marriage ended in divorce by reason of adultery - Jeremiah 3:1-4, 31:31-34, Isaiah 50:1

2. Because of death and resurrection involved in New Covenant, Israel may now be joined to Christ in a new marriage

D. Circumcision

1. Romans 4 - Abraham justified by faith before circumcision as an example of the uncircumcised Gentile being justified by faith

2. It also refers to the Jews being justified by faith

3. So by the New Covenant Abraham is the father of all who believe

4. The true Jew now is the one who has experienced spiritual circumcision of the heart whether Gentile or Jew - Romans 2:24-29, Philippians 3:3

VII. Prophecies of New Covenant

A. Isaiah 59:20-21, 61:8, Romans 11:26-27

B. Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 8, Jeremiah 32:38-40

C. Ezekiel 16:60-62, 34:25, 11:16-21, 20:37, 37:25-27

D. Hosea 1:6-9, 10-11, 2:1-2, Romans 9:24-33, 11:26-32, 1 Peter 2:9-10

VIII. Jesus is the seed of the Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic Covenants and fulfills the seed promise

IX. The seal of circumcision of Abrahamic Covenant fulfilled and abolished by the cross and replaced by circumcision of heart - Romans 2:25-29, Colossians 2:11-12

X. The Mosaic Covenant laws on tables of stone, ceremonial sacrifices, priesthood, festivals,and sanctuary services all fulfilled and abolished by cross - 2 Corinthians 3, Hebrews 8-10

XI. The everlasting inheritance of Abrahamic Covenant, everlasting priesthood of Mosaic Covenant and everlasting kingdom of Davidic Covenant are made possible in and through Christ

I. Words of the Covenant

A. Promises

1. Blessings

a) Salvation (safety, security, preservation, deliverance, wholeness) - Ephesians 1:1-3

(1) Pardon - Old Covenant covered sins, New Covenant cleanses sins - 1 John 1:5-9

(2) Justification (declaration of right standing with God) - under Mosaic Covenant none could be justified; New Covenant justified by faith - Romans 3:19-20,Acts 15:8-11, Romans 5:1, 3:24-26

(3) Regeneration (rebirth of spirit) - Old Covenant no one could be born again - John 3:1-5

(4) Assurance - New Covenant witness of the Spirit - Hebrews 5:8-9, 6:10-12, 10:38-39, 1 John 3:19

(5) Sanctification (set apart) - John 17:17, 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24, Ephesians 5:26-27

(6) Adoption (sonship) - Romans 8:15, 23, Galatians 4:5, Ephesians 1:13-14

(7) Glorification - Old Covenant experienced a measure of God's glory; New Covenant fullness of glory of God - John 17:22-24, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Romans 3:23, 8:17, 30

b) The teachings of Jesus

c) Gentiles included

(1) Noahic Covenant - birth of nations

(2) Abrahamic Covenant - all nations promised blessings

(3) Mosaic Covenant - Gentiles excluded

(4) New Covenant - Gentiles and Jews

d) Spirit poured out on all - Galatians 3:8,9,14,16,29

e) Healing

f) Miracles

g) Deliverance

h) Eternal life

2. Curses

a) On the Jewish Nation for rejecting of Christ

(1) Symbolic by Jesus cursing fig tree (Mark 11:12-14, 20-22, Jeremiah 24)

(2) Fig tree symbolic of Jewish Nation who was fruitless having nothing but leaves of hypocritical religion

b) Wicked Nations who reject Christ - Daniel 2, 7, Revelations 18:1-5, Matthew 25:31-46

c) Eternal (Great White Throne Judgment) - all those who have rejected Christ will be thrown into the Lake of Fire (Revelations 14:9-11, 20:11-15, Matthew 25:41

B. Terms

1. Repentance, faith, obedience

a) Faith shown by obedience to commandments in New Covenant

(1) Love God

(2) Love neighbor as self

(3) Giving

(4) Prayer

(5) Forgiveness and many more but all are summed up in love; if love Jesus will do His commandments

C. Oath - an unchangeable priesthood (promises irrevocable)

II. Blood of the Covenant

A. Sacrifice - body and blood of Jesus

1. Hebrews 9 - His body which was beaten beyond recognition for our physical and emotional healing is now resurrected and glorified

2. Hebrews 10 - His blood shed for our spiritual healing atoning for our sins was deposited at the throne of God, not for a covering of our sins but to blot them completely out

B. Mediator - Jesus (Hebrews 8:6, 9:15, 1 Timothy 2:5,6, Hebrews 12:24) is now our priest from the order of Melchizedek - Hebrews 5:6,7

III. Seal of the Covenant - Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:20, 2 Corinthians 1:22

IV. Summary

A. New Covenant involves the Trinity

1. Father = words of the covenant

2. Jesus = sacrifice of the covenant

3. Holy Spirit = seal of the covenant

B. This covenant is everlasting  

   Espoir pour les nations
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