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Topic 1.     Four Basic Principles of Evangelism
I. The Church is under orders by Jesus to share the gospel with the whole world

I. Mark 1:17 - Jesus's instructions to His first followers

I. Mark 16:15, Matthew 28:18-20 - The Great Commission given by Jesus before He left this earth

I. Acts 1:8 - The last thing Jesus said before He left this earth

I. Acts 8:4 

I. "Preaching" - Greek word euangelizo which means "evangelizing"

I. All believers in the early church went everywhere evangelizing

I. In 300 years the Church had touched every part of the Roman Empire--they had crossed seas and deserts, gone into the darkest jungles, entered every city and town, and even had penetrated the government and a Christian Caesar was placed on the throne.

I. How?  By everyone evangelizing

II. It is the task of ministers to train laymen to evangelize, not to do all the work themselves - Ephesians 4:11-13

III. Evangelism is more caught than taught

III. There needs to be as much on-the-job training as there does teaching about evangelism

III. This was the way Jesus did it

IV. It is more important to train a soul-winner than to win soul

IV. Spiritual multiplication will only take place when converts are turned into evangelists, and disciples into disciplers

IV. In Matthew 28 Jesus didn't say go and make converts, He said go and make disciples

IV. Winning a person to Christ is important and it is so important that training someone to win 10 or 100 or 1000 people to Christ is much more important

Topic 2.     Five Basic Steps in Becoming Usable as a Soulwinner
I. Be sure you are a Christian - Jn 3:16, Rev 3:20

II. Be sure there is no unconfessed sin in your life

A. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you anything that is displeasing to God in your life

B. 1 John 1:9 - Confess means

1. Agreeing with God that your disobedience is sin

2. Agreeing that Christ died on the cross for your sins

3. Agreeing to turn your mind and heart toward Christ (repentance)

C. Hebrews 10:17 promises God will remember them no more

III. Be filled with the Holy Spirit

A. Do you now know you're filled (controlled and empowered) by the Holy Spirit?

B. How to be filled

1. Desire it - Matthew 5:6

2. Surrender every area of your life to God - Romans 12:1

3. Believe by faith you are - Ephesians 5:18

IV. Desire to have God control your life - Mt 5:6,Ro 12:1-2

V. Be continually filled with the Holy Spirit through spiritual breathing

A. Exhale = Confession of sin (1 John 1:9)

B. Inhale = Appropriating the fullness of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)

VI. A sample prayer to pray:  "I invite you, Lord Jesus, to take your place on the throne of my life.  I trust you to empower me according to your command to be filled with your Holy Spirit."

Topic 3.     Presenting the Gospel
I. The basic approach should be with a simple, positive statement of the Good News of the gospel

A. First,  you need to learn a basic outline of the Gospel (we will discuss this later)

B. Second, you need to learn basic scriptures to substantiate what you are saying

C. Third, you need to have illustrations which make what you are saying clear

D. By following these three steps you make the presentation of the Gospel your own 

II. The importance of follow-up

A. Follow-up is the responsibility of the person who brought the person to the Lord when possible

B. The first week of the new believer's life is the most critical

1. He needs to be encouraged to read his Bible, pray, and attend church regularly

2. If necessary, you need to check up on him to see if he is reading his Bible and praying

3. Offer to bring him to church with you

4. Encourage him to attend the New Beginnings Course

5. Encourage him to start attending a home fellowship group (take him if necessary)

C. Follow-up includes getting the new believer to consistently study God's word, pray, live the Christian life, and walk with Christ

D. Follow-up is not complete until the new believer is taught how to lead others to the Lord and how to disciple them

1. Spiritual multiplication looks past the first generation to the second, third and fourth

2. In just a few short years this can produce many great great great grandchildren of faith

E. You need to ask yourself--are you not only producing children but grandchildren and great grandchildren?

III. Our responsibility of evangelism extends beyond our church, city, and country

A. Our field should be the world

B. Not all of us are able to go to the utter most parts of the world, but we can be involved in praying and sending those who are to go

Topic 4.     Outline of a Presentation of the Gospel
I. The introduction

A. The introduction fulfills a number of significant purposes

1. Creates a smooth transition into the Gospel

2. Finds out where a person is spiritually

3. Creates a desire to hear the Gospel

4. Asks permission to share the Gospel

B. It should include:

1. A person's secular life - what he/she does, about his/her family, interests, etc.

2. When the person answers your questions, you should listen closely.  He will give keys about his life

3. Your personal testimony (we will discuss this later)

4. A question:  "Do you know if you were to die today if you would go to heaven?"

II. The Gospel

A. Points to emphasize

1. Man 

a) Is a sinner - Romans 3:23

b) Cannot save himself - Ephesians 2:8,9

2. God

a) Loves us but hates our sin - Prov 15:9

b) His solution - He sent His son into the world to solve this problem for man - Jn 3:16

3. Jesus 

a) Is God - John 1:1,14

b) Came to earth, died for us, rose from the dead, and is alive in heaven - Rom 10:9-10

4. Grace (it's meaning) - Heaven is a free gift - Ephesians 2:8,9

5. Faith (it's meaning) - Trusting Jesus alone for our salvation - Jn 1:12, 3:36, Acts 4:12, 16:31, Rom 10:13

III. The commitment

A. The question of commitment - "Would you like to receive the gift of eternal life?"

B. The prayer of commitment -- "Father, I ask you to forgive me of all my sins. Jesus, I believe you died for me.  I ask you to come into my heart right now and become my Lord and Savior.  In Jesus name, Amen"

C. The assurance of salvation - John 6:47 (have them read this aloud if possible)

Topic 5.     Basic Considerations
I. "Salvation is of the Lord" - Jonah 2:9

A. It is a supernatural work of God the Father, who plans it; God the Son (Jesus), who is the vessel through which we are redeemed; God the Holy Spirit, who convicts us

B. Conversion is not obtained by salesmanship, persuasion, argumentation, or any other human means

II. "The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned" - 1 Corinthians 2:14  

A. We need to depend on the power of the Holy Spirit not our own persuasiveness

B. When we depend on our own abilities, we are witnessing "in the flesh" and not "in the Spirit"

III. If "salvation is of God", then why should we witness at all and why should we try to do it in the best possible manner?

A. Illustration:  A riveter is placing rivets in the side of a steel ship.  With one hand he holds up a rivet to the side of the ship; with the other hand he places a rivet gun to the rivet and drives it into the ship

1. Four elements involved in the illustration

a) The steel ship - the stony hearts of unbelievers

b) The rivet - the gospel

c) The riveter - the one presenting the gospel

d) The rivet gun - the Holy Spirit

2. Just as a riveter needs to rely on the rivet gun to get the rivet in the ship, we need to rely on the Holy Spirit to get the gospel in the stony heart of man

3. If the riveter does not hold up the rivet to be driven into the ship, then the rivet gun would only make holes in the ship.  In like manner, if we are not willing to present the gospel, then the Holy Spirit has no one to use as a vessel

B. One man put it this way "We can save no one, but unless we proclaim to them the gospel, God will save no one"

Topic 6.     Jesus's use of the "Five Laws of Persuasion"
               The Woman At the Well - John 4:7-25

I. Attention - Jesus began where the woman was and got her attention - Verses 7-9 "Give me a drink"  "How is it you ask me?  We have nothing to do with each other"

II. Interest - After getting her attention, He kept her interest

A. Verses 10-12  --  "If you knew who was asking you for water, you would ask me and I would give you living water" (This really caught her interest)

B. "Where would you get living water?  The well is deep and you have nothing to draw with.  Are you greater than Jacob who gave us this well?"

III. Desire - He caused her to desire what He had

A. Verses 13-15  --  "He that drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water I give will never thirst" (Now she really desired what Jesus offered)

B. "Give me this water so I will never thirst again or have to come here to draw water"

IV. Conviction - Jesus, by the Word of Knowledge given by the Holy Spirit, causes conviction to come on her

A. Vs 16-17  --  "Go call your husband"   "I have no husband"   "You're right. You've had five husbands and the man you live with now isn't your husband"

B. Vs 20,25 - "Our fathers worship in this mountain; you worship in that mountain...When Messiah comes he will tell us about these matters"--She tries to avoid the issue (a diversion that Satan attempts)

V. Commitment - Jesus got her back on the main subject and confronted her with the decision she must make

A. Verse 26 - "I that speak to you am He"

B. She is brought to the point of decision.  She must either accept or reject him

VI. What we can learn from this

A. Jesus took her from where she was to where He wanted her to be

B. We can use these five laws to help us become better at witnessing

Topic 7.     The Proper Use of Your Testimony
I. To be an effective witness you need a clear, forceful personal testimony

II. Your experience of God's faithfulness should be the substance of your testimony

A. A personal testimony simply tells what eternal life has meant to you

B. When Jesus healed the demoniac in Gadara (Mark 5) he said "Go home to your friends and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you and has had compassion on you" (Mark 5:19)

III. In order to witness you must have the assurance that you have eternal life and that Jesus is your Lord and Savior

IV. Three times in the Book of Acts, Paul gives his personal testimony.  In these accounts we discover three essential elements in giving our testimony

A. Your life before you met Jesus

1. Link your testimony to the conversation

2. Example:  "I can really identify with the concerns you're having with your teenager. Several years ago I found my whole life was filled with anxiety and frustration--just waiting for something more to happen to my son."

B. How you came to Christ

1. Be clear on how you came to Christ

2. Example:  "I was invited to attend a bible study.  It was over a period of several weeks that I began to understand how much God really loved me; and one night after bible study I invited Jesus in my heart."

C. How Jesus is changing your life

1. Use specific examples to make your story real

2. Example:  "God began to give me a real peace in my life.  I remember one night my son was over an hour late.  My normal feelings would have been fear and worry, but I prayed, and God calmed me down and gave me His peace."

V. Common error in giving a testimony is to center on first point and minimize third point

A. We do not help anyone by giving them our life history

B. We help them by telling them about the great things Jesus has done for us

C. Emphasize the positive benefits and not the negative life

VI. Some points you might make in sharing what eternal life means to you

A. Be specific - people remember specifics, not generalities

1. "I have peace" - in what way do you have peace

2. "It is wonderful" - how is it wonderful

B. Jesus provides us with Christian fellowship and friends

1. A basic human need is friendship

2. Friendliness is significant to people because they are lonely

3. When people hear that God creates fellowship, they find this meaningful

C. He fills us with His love

1. People long to be loved

2. A testimony to the love God brings into a life might meet a need in that person's life

D. He forgives us and relieves us of our sense of guilt

1. People are unable to cope with guilt

2. It causes anxiety and depression and creates havoc in the human heart

3. The burden of guilt is lifted at Calvary

E. He is a friend to lean upon in time of trouble

1. He gives strength to the discouraged and defeated

F. He adopts us into his family

1. God becomes our Father and we become brothers and sisters in Christ

G. He gives a whole new perspective on life

1. Most people can't answer "What are you living for?"

2. When we become a Christian, we are given a clarity and perspective of living that the  non-Christian doe not know

H. He delivers from the fears of living and dying

1. Many people are fearful of every aspect of their lives

VII. Assignment - Write a one minute testimony on a small piece of paper to be handed in

Topic 8.     Objections to the Gospel
I. Attitudes in handling objections

A. Avoid argument

B. Show a positive attitude

1. Be glad your prospect has enough freedom to express his inner feelings to you

2. As you deal with the objections, you clear away the blocks he might have to receiving the gospel

II. Methods for handling objections

A. Postpone

1. If an objection is raised, you must decide whether it is essential to answer it before you continue your witnessing or if it can be dealt with later or not at all

2. Examples

a) If you ask a person if he knows that he is going to heaven and he replies he doesn't believe in heaven, you obviously can't continue without dealing with his objection

b) But if when you ask this question he asks about the children dying in India, this question can be postponed and you can tell him you will be glad to discuss this with him later if he will bring the question up again then

c) This way you don't have to spend a lot of time answering nonessential questions and you also discourage his bringing up other nonessential matters. It also puts the responsibility on him to bring it up again and if he doesn't you don't need to answer at all

B. Answer quickly

1. If the objection is essential, answer it quickly and return to the reason you're there, to present the gospel to him to cause him to have to make a decision 

2. After answering the question bring the conversation back to the matter at hand

III. Answers to common objections

A. What about those who have died and never heard the gospel

1. "That's a good question.  But right now you are hearing the gospel.  Let's talk about you and your eternal welfare"

2. If after you present the gospel and get them saved they still have the question:

a) The Bible says that God has revealed Himself to all men in at least one of the following three methods

(1) Light of Christ - Romans 3

(2) Light of Conscience - Rom 2:1-3,15,16

(3) Light of Creation - Ro 1:19,20

(a) Psalms 19:1-3

(b) All men receive either justice or mercy.  If they receive Jesus, they receive mercy.  If not, they receive justice.  Justice means that men get what they deserve in light of what they have done or know.

B. Religion is for old people and children - Romans 3:23 - "all have sinned and come short of the glory of God"

C. What about reincarnation - Hebrews 9:27 - "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment"

D. Hell isn't real

1. "I wonder if the reason you don't believe in hell is that deep down in your soul you fear that if there is such a place you might go there?"

2. "I believe in hell, but I know that I'm not going there because of God's promise.  

E. I'm not ready.  I'll do it later, not now

1. 2 Cor 6:2 "now is the day of salvation"

2. Lk 12:16-22  Parable of the Rich Fool

F. I'll have to think about it

1. "When you're presented with the question about receiving salvation, you have two options--to receive or not"

2. "You have just taken the option not to receive by having to think about it"

Topic 9.     Do's and Don'ts
1. Don't carry a large Bible but one that fits in your bag

2. Don't give the reference when you quote Scripture

2. You need to know the references in case they ask where that if found, but you don't need to give them. That breaks the train of thought of the listener

3. Don't argue

4. Do quote just the relevant portion of the verse

5. Do stress the positive benefits of the gospel

6. Do dangle the bait in front of the prospect (Don't shove the hook down his throat)

7. Do listen to your prospect talk

8. Don't feel you have to get the person to confess Jesus as his Lord

9. Do smile

10. Do leave them with something to read

11. Do make your exit sweet even if they reject the gospel.

11. Remember:  it was the gospel, not you, that was rejected

11. The harvest is not until the end of the world; the  person may yet be drawn to Jesus and your seed could be the instrument that does it

12. Do pray before you leave your home to witness.  Don't wait until you are there to pray

Topic 10.     Witnessing As a Way of Life
I. Witnessing is to be a way of life - Deut 6:7, Mt 28:18-20

A. Jesus used the most ordinary things to lead people to Himself 

B. There are opportunities for witness all around us

1. Our responsibility is to develop the alertness of mind and the zeal for sharing God's love that will enable us to take advantage of every opportunity we have

2. Ask God for boldness to take the opportunities He gives you

II. Developing a witnessing way of life

A. Each person must work consciously, determinedly, and daily to develop a witnessing way of life

B. It begins in prayer

1. In prayer each morning think about the things you have to do that day and the people you will likely be in contact with

2. Ask God to begin to prepare them to hear the Good News

3. Ask Him to give you boldness as the occasion permits

C. As you go about your day, stay mindful of the people around you

1. Look carefully for opportunities to initiate a conversation about eternal life

2. Carry materials to leave with someone when you are not able to give a presentation of the full gospel

III. You must go where people are to reach them for Christ

A. We must take the gospel to the streets, not wait until they come to church

B. The streets are for evangelism; the church is for teaching and disciplining

IV. When you go with the gospel, the Holy Spirit goes before you and establishes divine appointments

A. A divine appointment is when God brings you in contact with a specific individual whom He intends to bring to Himself through the contact

1. He did this for Peter with Cornelius - Acts 10

2. He did this for Philip with the Ethiopian eunuch - Acts 8:26-38

3. He is the same yesterday, today and forever - Hebrews 13:8

B. Jesus promises that when you go with the gospel He will go with you - Matthew 28:19,20

1. He cannot lie - Titus 1:2

2. He has all power and authority in heaven and on earth - Matthew 28:18

C. He wants to use you to draw others to Him

1. He will use you to accomplish His will in their lives

2. He will already be working in the life and circumstances of the individuals he guides you to - Acts 10:1-7

3. He may use you to plant the word in their hearts

4. He may use you to water the word that has already been planted (1 Corinthians 3:6)

5. He may use you to harvest that person

6. As you faithfully witness, He will give fruit - Psalms 126:6

D. Your faith is important in witnessing

1. Mark 2:5

2. Believe that God will use you to bring people to Him

Topic 11.     Sharing with Confidence
V. How many have had the experience of being with someone and sensed a natural opening in the conversation to talk about the Lord and suddenly didn't know how to begin or exactly what to say?

VI. Three specific steps to becoming a confident sharer

A. Pray
1. We need to pray everyday that God will give us opportunity to witness and believe He will

2. Keep a prayer journal and learn to pray specifically for individuals to come to know Christ

B. Prepare
1. Five ways for guiding a conversation toward Jesus - LET US
a) Love

b) Establish rapport

c) Talk about Jesus

d) Use stories

e) Sequence of questions

(1) In your opinion, what is the greatest spiritual need today?

(2) Where do you see yourself on your spiritual journal

(3) If you were to die today, do you know for sure you would go to heaven?

(4) Would you like to be sure?

C. Present
1. The Four Spiritual Laws

a) Just as there are physical laws governing our physical universe, there are spiritual laws which govern our relationship with God

b) Law 1:  God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life

c) Law 2:  We are sinful and separated from God. Therefore, we can't know and experience God's love and plan for our lives

d) Law 3:  Jesus is God's only provision for our sin.  Through Him you can know and experience God's love and plan for your life

e) Law 4:  We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; then we can know and experience God's love and plan for our lives

VII. Success in witnessing is simply taking the initiative to share Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the results to God

VIII. Failure in witnessing is failing to witness

Topic 12.     Beginning a new life
IX. "Born to reproduce" is God's method of helping to fulfill the Great Commission

A. We do this by introducing people to Christ and teaching and discipling them

B. Six keys to follow-up that will help build
 committed disciples

1. Pray for those whom you are seeking to disciple

2. Encourage your disciple to make Christ the Lord of his or her life

3. Teach them just how to walk in the control and power of the Holy Spirit

4. Teach the importance of God's Word

5. Stress the importance of Christian fellowship gained through attending church regularly

6. Help those you are discipling learn how to witness by inviting them to go with you

C. Be willing to fellowship with those whom you bring to the Lord and be available to answer their questions, if possible 

1. Invite them to your home

2. Call or drop by their home frequently

3. Allow them to call you with questions

4. Offer to take them to church or meet them there and sit with them

X. Share with converts their purpose as a Christian is to be fruitful witnesses for Christ and their commission is to seek and save the lost.  When they make a commitment to do this, the Holy Spirit will be there to help them
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