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BOOK OF ACTS

GENERAL OVERVIEW AND HISTORY
I. Title

A. Called "Acts of the Apostles" but more appropriately could be called "Acts of the Holy Spirit in the Church"

1. Key to studying Acts is recognizing the person, work and ministry of the Holy Spirit working through the body of Christ through

a) preaching and teaching the Word

b) signs and wonders

c) growth of the Church in numbers

B. Jn 14:16-17, Jn 16:13
1. Because of what Jesus had told them, the disciples recognized the Holy Spirit would come and take Jesus's place

2. Because they had come to recognize that they could do nothing apart from Jesus while He was on earth, they also realized they could do nothing apart from the Holy Spirit who replaced Jesus

II. The author

A. Luke is recognized as the author - Lu 1:1-4, Acts 1:1; Holy Spirit is the divine author - 2 Pet 1:19-21
B. About Luke

1. Also wrote the Gospel of Luke

2. Was a physician and an evangelist

3. Was a Gentile (Col 4:11 does not name him among the Jews who followed Paul)

4. Lu 1:2 tells us he was not an eyewitness to Jesus' ministry

5. Continual companion of Paul during his journeys

a) Joined Paul's ministry team at Troas and sailed with them to Macedonia (Acts 16:10,11)

b) Accompanied Paul to Philippi (Acts 16:25-17:1) but did not leave with Paul. (Pronoun changes from we to they)

c) Again, linked up with Paul when Paul returned to Philippi at end of 3rd journey (Acts 20:6; change of pronoun from they to we)

d) Remained with Paul during journey to Jerusalem (Acts 20:6-21:18)

e) Was his companion to Rome and shared in his shipwreck

f) Continued to be Paul's companion until the end of Paul's first imprisonment (Philemon 24, Col 4:14)

6. 2 Tim 4:11 says he stayed faithful to Paul when others did not

III. Position of book

A. Rightly placed after Gospels and before Epistles

1. Jn 12:24 - Jesus seen in Gospels as kernel of wheat that fell to the ground and died which brought life to the Church

2. Book of Acts is fruit of that Seed sown

B. The Gospels promise that the Lord would build his church and the gates of hell would not overcome it (Mt 16:18)

C. In Acts we see the church being built "in word and deed" 

D. The Epistles declare and define the liberties and limits of doctrine and practice for the Church

IV. Purpose of book

A. Gospels are sketches of life and ministry of Jesus (Jn 21:25)

B. Acts sketch history and ministry of early church

C. Acts is only unfinished book of Bible

1. Church's history is still being made and will only be finished when church as finished earthly ministry

D. Book of Acts is God's model for His Church today

E. What we see in Acts; the miracles, healings and teachings are for us today

V. General Outline

A. Key verse: Acts 1:8
B. Our blueprint of how to fulfill the Great Commission (Mt 28:18-20, Mk 16:14-18, Lu 24:46-49, Jn 20:21-23, Acts 1:8) is the Book of Acts

C. Gospels cannot be used as example without Book of Acts

1. Jesus shared in Gospels the commandments we need to follow and used himself as our example

2. Book of Acts shows how the Apostles patterned their lives after Him and followed the commandments given in Gospels

D. Book of Acts deals mainly with ministries of Peter and Paul

1. Peter; Apostle to Jews--had home missions (chap 1-12)

2. Paul; Apostle to Gentiles--had foreign missions (chap 13-28)

E. Peter's life

1. Called Simon

2. Fisherman, brother of Andrew who was also a fisherman and called to follow Jesus

3. Andrew and Peter (Simon) were partners in a fishing business with James and John (Lu 5:10)

4. Was a disciple of John the Baptist

5. Jn 1:35-42 - when John the Baptist pointed out Jesus to Andrew as the Lamb of God, Andrew got Simon and they went to see Jesus

a) Jesus gave Simon a Word of Knowledge saying he was Simon, the son of Jonas and then a Word of Wisdom by saying he would be called Cephas (which means Peter)

b) Nothing happened right away and Simon went back home and continued fishing

6. Simon accepted the call of Jesus later at the Sea of Galilee

a) He, Andrew, John and James had come in from fishing and had caught nothing

b) People were crowding around Jesus, so he asked Simon if he could use his boat to preach from

c) After teaching the people Jesus performed the miracle of the draught of fish (Mt 4:18-22, Mk 1:16-20, Lu 5:1-11)

d) Andrew and Peter immediately accepted the call to follow Jesus; James and John followed shortly after

7. It was right after this Jesus prayed for Peter's mother-in-law who was immediately healed of a fever (Mt 8:14,15, Mk 1:29-31, Lu 4:38-40)

8. He later became one of the apostles

9. He was one of the witnesses of the raising of Jairus' daughter (Mk 5:22,37, Lu 8:41,51)

10. He walked on the sea

11. He received revelation knowledge before the other disciples that Jesus was the son of God (Mt 16:13-19, Mk 8:27-29, Lu 9:18-20)

12. He denied Jesus three times

13. He was the first apostle Christ appeared to after the resurrection (Lu 24:34)

14. His personality

a) Naturally impulsive - Mt 14:28, Jn 21:7
b) Tenderhearted and affectionate - Mt 26:25, Jn 13:9
c) Arrogant at times - Mt 16:22, Jn 13:8, 18:10
d) Talkative; spokesman of the 12 disciples

e) Overconfident in self - "I'll never deny you, Lord..."

f) After Pentecost, courageous and immovable

CHAPTER 1

I. Vs. 1-11 -- Jesus' 40 days on earth after the resurrection

A. Jesus worked closely with the Holy Spirit - vs. 2
1. Holy Spirit in his life

a) Born of the Spirit - Lu 1:35, Mt 1:18-20
b) Anointed of the Spirit - Mt 3:16-17
c) Filled with the fullness of the Spirit - Jn 3:34
d) Led by the Spirit - Mt 4:1
e) Spoke and taught by the Spirit - Lu 4:18
f) Cast out devils by the Spirit - Mt 12:28
g) Healed the sick by the Spirit - Mt 12:28, 8:16
h) Offered on Calvary by the Spirit - Heb 9:14
i) Resurrected by the Spirit - Ro 8:11
j) Gave commandments by the Spirit - Acts 1:2
k) Baptized & empowered church by the Spirit - Acts 1:5,8
2. Jesus completely yielded to the Holy Spirit and all his life and ministry was by the power of the Spirit

3. Jesus was the example of the early church and for us today

a) The power and ability he had by the Spirit he intended for His church to have during the time of the book of Acts and what he intends for us to have today

b) Heb 13:8 - Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever

(1) If he wanted the early church to be empowered to heal the sick through the Holy Spirit, use the gifts of the Spirit, speak in tongues by the Spirit, etc., which he did because it is recorded in the book of Acts, he wants us to do and have the same because he is the same

(2) We see in the book of Acts that these things were for every believer then and if they were for every believer then, they are for every believer today

B. Jesus walked on earth for 40 days after his resurrection

1. During that time he showed himself many times to the apostles and gave convincing proof that he was alive

2. Vs. 4 - he commanded them to wait in Jerusalem for the gift his Father promised

a) Lu 24:46 - "I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." 

3. Vs. 5 - "baptized with the Holy Spirit" - Gr. to be saturated with

4. Vs. 8 - "you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes"

a) Power - Gr. "dunamis" = ability

b) Not by our ability but the Holy Spirit's ability

(1) He is able to do all things

(2) When we believers learn to depend on the Holy Spirit's ability instead of our own ability, we will be triumphant in all areas

II. The upper room before Pentecost - vs. 12-26

A. Acts 1:4 - Jesus told the disciples not to leave Jerusalem but wait until they received the promise

1. Lu 24:49 said this promise would cloth them with power 

2. Had tasted this power when Jesus was on earth and anointed them to lay hands on the sick and cast out devils (Mt 10)

3. They were excited when this happened

4. Now they were in the upper room waiting for this, but they had no idea what it would be or how it would come

5. They were just being obedient to God's word and expecting

B. Those present among the 120

1. 11 apostles

2. Women

a) Jesus' mother's sister, Mary, wife of Cleophas (a believer) and Mary Magdalene - Jn 19:25
b) Mary, mother of James and Joanna  - Lu 24:10
c) Possibly Mary and Martha, sisters of Lazarus

3. Jesus' mother and brothers

C. Vs. 14 - "joined together", "one accord"

1. They were all there for the same reason; they were unified in their heart, mind and purpose and a miracle took place

2. Vs. 20 - They spent 10 days praying and reading the scriptures of the Old Testament

a) I believe they came and went to the upper room; I don't believe they stayed there night and day for 10 days

b) There could have been some there all the time, but I don't believe all 120 stayed all the time

3. Ps 133 - psalm of unity

a) The anointing oil of the High Priest could only flow down to the Body where unity was

b) Manifestation of miracles, signs and wonders and power of our High Priest today can only flow where there is unity of heart, mind, purpose

D. Rest of chapter is devoted to replacing Judas

1. Matthias chosen by lot

a) Lev 16:8, Nu 26:55-56, Jonah 1:3-7 - ancient custom to write down names on paper, place in lap or in vessel and  first name cast out recognized as the choice of the Lord

(1) Prov 16:33 "The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD."

b) In the Bible lots were never again used to chose men after the Holy Spirit came

CHAPTER 2
I. Day of Pentecost

A. Vs. 1 - day of Pentecost

1. Pentecost literally means 50 days

a) Jesus was on earth 40 days after his resurrection

b) The 120 waited 10 days for the Holy Spirit

2. Feast of Pentecost - Old Testament

a) This was a feast celebrated by the Jews 50 days after the Passover Lamb was slain in Egypt the night before their exodus

b) It was at this feast that they were given the 10 commandments

c) The New Testament church followed the same pattern--50 days after the slain lamb, Jesus

3. Old Testament Pentecost - laws written on tablets of stone

4. New Testament Pentecost - law written on our hearts (Ro 2:11-15, 2 Cor 3:3)

B. Vs. 2-3 - wind and fire were symbols of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

1. Wind - breath of God

2. Fire - God's holiness

C. Vs. 4 - "as the Spirit enables them" 

1. The Spirit gives the utterance, we do the talking

2. We must open our mouths, and use our tongue, lips, and vocal cords; we're the vessel

D. Vs. 5-13 (read 5-8, 12-13)

1. The Jews were gathered in Jerusalem for the Feast of Passover and Pentecost

2. The countries named in vs. 9-11 represented all of the then known earth

3. Today similar to then, if something unknown happened some would be amazed, some would make fun

a) Example: miracles: some believe, some intellectualize it away, some refuse to believe

b) Give examples of miracles

E. Vs. 14-36 - Peter's sermon

1. This was a changed Peter

2. He had been studying the Word day and night for at least 10 days, probably longer even when Jesus was still walking on earth in a resurrected body

a) He had been studying the prophet Joel as well as other prophets and Psalms and what they had said about Jesus' resurrection and the promise of the Holy Spirit

b) Peter had received revelation knowledge about Jesus from studying the Word

3. The substance of the sermon

a) Jesus' crucifixion - vs. 23

b) Resurrection - vs. 24-32

c) Exaltation - vs. 33

d) Ascension - vs. 34

e) Enthronement - vs. 34-35

f) Glorification - vs. 35-36

4. Vs. 37 - When we share the Word, it will always bring conviction

5. Vs. 38 - Peter answered the question of the devout Jews "What shall we do?" that is the answer for all who ask today

a) Repent

b) Be baptized

c) Receive gift of the Holy Spirit

F. Vs. 41 - 3000 saved

G. Vs. 42-47 

1. The new believers devoted themselves constantly to

a) Teaching

b) Fellowship 

c) Breaking bread together

d) Prayer

e) Evangelism

2. A Christian cannot maintain without fellowship of believers; Satan loves to isolate a believer so he can give him negative thoughts

3. When believers come together in complete unity, signs and wonders and miracles happen

CHAPTER 3

I. Vs. 1-11 - Healing of crippled beggar

A. First recorded miracle of healing in book of Acts

B. Prayer times were early morning, afternoon (3:00 PM) and sunset

1. Peter and John were obedient to the leading of the Holy Spirit by speaking healing and then acting by taking the beggar's hand and helping him up

2. Two gifts of the Holy Spirit were in operation (healing & miracles)

3. The beggar 

a) Had been crippled from birth - vs. 2

b) He was over 40 years old - vs. 22

c) He was at the gate everyday begging

4. Jesus had passed him many times entering the temple, yet he did not heal him because he was never led by the Holy Spirit to do so

5. Vs. 6 - "In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth" - first distinctive use of the name of Jesus in healing

a) Jn 14:13 "I will do whatever you ask in my name,... "

b) Jn 14:26 "the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name...will remind you of everything I have said to you"

c) Jn 16:23 "my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name"

d) Jn 16:26 "In that day you will ask in my name"

6. Using the name of Jesus is just as if Jesus is right there doing it

II. Peter's second recorded sermon - vs. 12-26
A. The main message of all Peter's sermons, in fact all messages to Jews of the early church: Jesus shown as Christ, the Messianic deliverer, the climax of Old Testament revelation

B. This sermon has basically the same message as Acts 2

1. The sign of tongues was basis for the first sermon

2. The sign of healing was the basis for this sermon

C. Vs. 12 - Peter gets the people's eyes off him and onto the Healer

D. Message:

1. Gently told them their sin

2. Rebuked them; told who Jesus was

3. Told them to repent, be converted and receive the promises

E. Vs. 16 - man is made strong by faith in the name of Jesus; the lame man could have heard Jesus preaching and faith came when he heard the name of Jesus

F. Used healing to witness of Jesus; quoted scripture they would understand

CHAPTER 4
(Continuation of events pertaining to healing the lame man)

I. Peter and John in jail - vs. 1-22

A. Vs. 1-3 

1. The Sadducees were upset; they did not believe in the resurrection; Peter was talking about the resurrected Christ

2. Miracles will always provoke religious people

3. Religious people are those who have an outward appearance but no inward conviction

B. Vs. 4 

1. The spoken Word can never be imprisoned nor halted even though people say it can be

2. Many believed and the number of believers grew to 5000

3. How?  They believed and told others

C. Vs. 5-6 - Sanhedrin (the Jewish court)

1. Had 70 members

2. The High Priest presided

D. Vs. 7 - "By what power or what authority did you do this?"

1. Deut 13:1-11 gave them the right to question them

a) The law commanded rulers to enquire of any prophet who had signs and wonders accompanying them

2. Peter and John charged with being false prophets and deceivers of people

E. Vs. 8 

1. Peter preached the same message as before--Jesus crucified and resurrected, giving them power by the name

2. Being filled with the Holy Spirit brings courage (vs. 13 tells us they were unschooled, ordinary men)

a) 1 Co 1:27 "But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong."

F. Vs. 13-22  

1. They were threatened not to speak in that name (Satan knows where power comes from)

2. Miracles could not be denied; the man was standing right there

II. Believers' prayer - vs. 23-31
A. They immediately went to believers and reported everything (note importance of going to believers)

B. United prayer

1. Vs. 29 - consider their threats and enable servants to speak boldly

2. Prayed for boldness and for God to confirm with signs and wonders (did not pray to be delivered from persecution

3. Immediately prayers were answered; they were strengthened by the Holy Spirit and spoke boldly

III. Sharing of possession - vs. 32-37
A. A common fund was divided by the apostles among the poor and vs. 34 says no needy were among them

1. By becoming Christians, Jewish converts suffered loss of all things unless they had property independent of family which few had

2. They lost their trade or employment and became in a destitute state

3. This was not mandatory or binding to all believers

B. Vs. 36 - Barnabas 

1. This is the same Barnabas who befriended Paul in Jerusalem when Paul was rejected by the disciples at the beginning of his ministry

2. He traveled with Paul for a time but separated from him after an argument involving Mark, Barnabas' relative

3. Vs. 37 tells us that Barnabas had independent wealth ("lead by generosity"

4. Perhaps he received some attention for selling land (he was called the Son of Encouragement) and could have encouraged other wealthy Jews to do the same, but he was not seeking personal exaltation

C. This example of Barnabas was put in the Bible as a contrast to Ananias and Sapphira which we will study in chapter 5

1. Barnabas was prompted by humility--generosity

2. Annanias and Sapphiras were prompted by pride--to impress

CHAPTER 5
I. Ananias and Sapphira - vs. 1-10
A. In contrast to Barnabas, Ananias and Sapphira were prompted to see their land for personal recognition and praise of man which will cause sin

B. The church at this time was about 5 years old, and Ananias and Sapphira were among the first converts

C. Their sin was not

1. Having land or possessions or in selling the land for a certain amount of money; it was their property and they could sell it for any amount they wanted

2. Refusing to give all the money; it was their choice; they even had the choice not to give any of the money if they so chose

D. Their sin was

1. Not keeping a vow or promise to give it all (Deut 23:21-23)

2. Vs. 3 in the Amplified Bible says "in violation of your promise"

3. Their sin was in practicing deceit against God - vs. 4 "you have not lied to men but to God"

E. Judgment

1. Act of Holy Spirit spoken through man

2. The Holy Spirit executed the penalty and judgment

F. Why penalty of death - when the power of the Holy Spirit is so great, sin cannot bear up under it

II. Apostles heal many - vs. 11-16
A. Result of purging of sin

1. Vs. 12 - the apostles performed signs and wonders among the people and the whole church was in awe

2. Vs. 15 - sick brought into street and the shadow of Peter fell on them and they were healed

a) The anointing of Peter was so great because he was obedient to the Holy Spirit concerning Ananias and Sapphira

III. Persecution of Apostles - vs. 12-42

A. Vs. 12-16
1. Vs. 13 - because of the miracles taking place no one dared join them but they held them in high regard

2. Vs. 14 - yet numbers were added daily; how? they went out among the unsaved and shared their faith

B. Vs. 17-40
1. Where the power of God is flowing, there will be persecution

2. Religious men will always be jealous of the work of the Holy Spirit

3. Vs. 18-19 - the apostles were arrested and put in jail but angels let them out

a) Satan cannot stop the Word of God from going forth

4. Vs. 20 - they were obedient to the word of the angel and went to the temple and began preaching again

5. Vs. 27-28 - they were brought before the Sanhedrin (the Jewish court) and commanded not to teach about Jesus

a) We are to obey the authority over us at all times unless what they tell us to do goes against the Word of God

6. Vs. 29 - they answered they must obey God rather than man

C. Gamaliel - vs. 33-40
1. Vs. 33 - conviction will either cause a person to repent before God or rebel against Him

2. Gamaliel was a leader of the Pharisees

3. He was a doctor of law

4. Acts 22:3 tells us he was the one who trained Paul in the Law

D. Vs. 41-42
1. Again they were told not to preach in the name of Jesus and this time they were beatened

2. But they never stopped proclaiming the good news 

CHAPTER 6
I. The choosing of the seven deacons - vs. 1-7
A. The number of the church kept multiplying

B. The 12 apostles were doing everything for the church

C. The Greek speaking Jews began to murmur that their widows were being treated unfairly compared to the Palestinian widows

1. Deut 15:1-11, 16:9-12
D. Immediately the apostles sought a solution to eliminate strife (it is important to do everything to keep unity)

E. Those called to minister the Word should not be burdened with the meeting of the daily needs of people

1. God wants their needs met, but others should be lifted up for this so to free those ministering the Word to dedicate their time to prayer and ministering the Word

F. Deacons

1. One of honest report, full of the Spirit and wisdom (1 Tim 3:8-13, vs. 11 talks about women)

2. They should have a serving heart

3. At least 2 of the 7 chosen (Stephen and Philip) later became ministers; Stephen a preacher and Philip an evangelist

a) Those called to a full-time ministry usually start out doing small things and through being faithful in small things, God exalts to greater things

4. They were ordained by prayer and laying on of hands

II. Stephen

A. A Greek

B. Full of faith and power

C. Miracles followed his ministry

D. Accused of blasphemy and brought before the Sanhedrin

III. Paraphrase 6:9 - 7:1
CHAPTER 7
I. Devoted mainly to Stephen's speech (1-53) then his death (54-60)

A. Never once did Stephen mention the name of Jesus in his speech but whole message revealed Jesus: ministry, rejection, humiliation & exaltation

B. Defense reviewed of nation's history (quotes Amos & Isaiah)

C. Vs. 51 - he accuses them of resisting the Holy Spirit just as their ancestors did and of killing Jesus

D. Vs. 54 - the conviction on their heart was great

E. Vs. 55 - Stephen saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right side of Him

F. Vs. 59 - He gave up his spirit (it wasn't taken from him) and he asked God to forgive them just as Jesus had done

1. Stephen knew it was the devil using them and not them doing it

2. He didn't want God to hold it against them

G. Vs. 58 - the first place Paul is mentioned; he held the clothes of those stoning Stephen

CHAPTER 8
In Chapter 7 we talked about one deacon, Stephen; this chapter we will discuss another deacon, Philip

I. After Stephen's death church persecuted and scattered - vs. 1-3
A. Saul was a chief persecutor - vs. 3
1. He would drag Christians out of the homes and to prison

B. All but the 12 apostles left Jerusalem

1. God's plan is that the Gospel reach out, not be centralized; however, there is to be a central location to come to for training and uplifting

a) Jerusalem was for that purpose

b) Christians have a tendency to want to stick together

II. Philip's ministry (Evangelist) - rest of chapter

A. Life

1. No information about his family

2. First reference in Bible was when he was made a deacon (6:5)

3. This chapter deals with his ministry in Samaria and his encounter with the Ethiopian eunuch

4. Nothing more is mentioned of him for 15-19 years

a) Acts 21:8-9 - the last statement said of him in the Bible

(1) Paul stays with Philip for several days at Caesarea

(2) Philip's four daughters prophesy

B. Samaria

1. The region north of Judea (Jerusalem is in Judea)

2. When Philip left Jerusalem, he went to a city in Samaria

C. Philip followed the same pattern as Jesus - vs. 6-12
1. He preached the Gospel 
2. Signs and wonders followed

3. Many were delivered and healed

D. Simon the sorcerer - vs. 9-25
1. Simon did magical arts so greatly he was known as the "Great Power" (he saw himself as the sole agent of the Supreme God - vs. 9-11)

2. He became a disciple of Philip

3. The Apostles heard Samaria had accepted the Word of God preached by Philip and sent Peter and John there

a) The Jews and Samaritans were hostile to each other

b) The Jews did not think the Samaritans could receive eternal life

c) That is why Peter and John were sent to investigate 

4. Peter and John prayed for the Holy Spirit to come upon those who had been saved

a) Vs. 18 - when Simon saw them receive the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands, he tried to buy it

b) Vs. 21 - Peter and John knew by the Holy Spirit in them that Simon had the wrong motive 

c) Vs. 23 - they could see (by the Holy Spirit) he was full of bitterness and captive to sin (bitterness causes us to be captive to sin

E. Ethiopian - vs. 26-40
1. An angel told Philip to go to the desert road of Gaza

2. Philip obeyed

3. He met an Ethiopian eunuch in charge of all the treasury of the queen of Ethiopia 

a) This was an important position

b) He was a Jewish convert

4. Vs. 29 - "the Holy Spirit said to Philip" (spoke to Philip from within just as we hear the voice of the Spirit)

5. Vs. 39 - "caught Philip away" - bodily took him from one place to another instantly

CHAPTER 9
Chapter 9 begins to talk about Paul

I. Paul's life

A. Born in Tarsus, a Roman colony, in 1 AD

B. Named after King Saul

C. Was the son of a Jew who had obtained Roman citizenship

D. Being a Roman citizen, he had certain rights and privileges; one being to travel freely throughout the Roman Empire

1. This was a privilege usable in spreading the Gospel

E. Was a Pharisee which made him distinctive among the Jews

F. Was a tentmaker by trade

G. He was a persecutor of the church before his conversion

II. Paul's conversion

A. He requested letters from the high priest at Jerusalem to the synagogues at Damascus authorizing him to bring any Christians bound to Jerusalem

B. Vs. 3-9, 22:6-11, 26:12-18 -- scriptures pertaining to his conversion

1. Vs. 3, 26:13 - light was brighter than the sun; only one light brighter than the sun and that is the glory of Jesus

2. 26:14 - all fell to the ground 

a) When the supernatural meets with the natural, something has to give and it is usually the natural

b) This is called "falling under the power"

3. 22:9 - companions with him saw the light and heard the sound but did not understand what was being said

4. Vs. 4 - "Saul, Saul, why persecute Me?"

a) Saul was persecuting Christ through His body, the believers

b) Mt 25 says "what you do the least of these you do to me"

5. Vs. 5 - "Who are you, Lord" - acknowledged Jesus as Lord

6. 22:10 - "What shall I do, Lord" - submission to Him

7. 26:16-18 - commission given (only recorded in chapter 26)

8. Vs. 8 - Paul's eyes were blinded and he could not see

a) 22:11 tells us the brilliance of the light blinded him; supernatural blindness

C. He fasted 3 days and nights

D. Vs. 10-18; 22:12 - Ananias; a devout observer of the Law and respected by all Jews

1. God prepared him by a vision

2. God had prepared Saul by a vision to receive Ananias and what he had to say - vs. 12
3. It took an act of faith for Ananias to go; he had heard by Saul persecuting the Christians

4. 22:13 - "receive your sight"

5. Vs. 17 - "be filled with the Holy Spirit"

a) 1 Cor 14:18 "I'm glad I speak in tongues more than you all"

b) Paul spoke in tongues when he received the Holy Spirit

III. After his conversion

A. Vs. 20-25 - Damascus

1. Vs. 20 - at once began to preach that Jesus was the son of God

a) It was the only thing he knew

b) We are to tell what we know

c) It may not be much, but it is more than an unbeliever knows because we know Jesus

2. Vs. 22 - confounded the Jews by proving Jesus was the Christ

a) Saul knew the Old Testament; Gamaliel was his teacher

3. Vs. 23 - after many days the Jews conspired to kill him

a) 2 Cor 11:32 - the governor under King Aretas plotted to kill him

b) Was lowered in a basket out the window to freedom by his followers

4. Gal 1:17-18 shows Saul immediately went to Archia and after 3 years returned to Damascus

B. Jerusalem - vs. 26-31
1. Saul was not accepted in Jerusalem by the disciples and Barnabus came to his rescue

2. The Grecian Jews sought to kill him

a) 22:17-21 - the Lord spoke to him to leave Jerusalem

b) He was taken down to Caesarea and sent to Tarsus (his home town)

IV. Peter's ministry continued - vs. 32-42
A. Read vs. 31
B. Lydda - vs. 32-35
1. Miracle of healing took place; man paralyzed 8 years healed

2. All came to the Lord

C. Joppa - vs. 36-43
1. Dorcas died

2. Vs. 40 - Peter sent them all out of the room and got on his knees and prayed

3. Tabitha (Dorcas) was raised from the dead

D. Contrast:  spoke to Aeneas without praying because he knew the will of God was healing; prayed about Dorcas to find out God's will

1. Mt 9:25 - Jesus prayed before raising Lazarus from the dead

2. 1 Kg 17:19 - Elijah prayed before raising someone from the dead

3. 2 Kg 4:33 - Elisha prayed before raising someone form the dead

E. Contrast:  "all" turned to the Lord in Lydda and plain of Sharon; vs. 42 "many" believed in Joppa

1. Lu 16:30-31 (story of rich man and Lazarus which Jesus is relating) rich man "if someone from the dead goes to them they will repent". Father Abraham replied "some will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead"

F. He stayed in Joppa sometime with a tanner named Simon

CHAPTER 10
I. It is now 8 years after the resurrection

A. Chapter 10 begins the fourth step of the commission as stated in Acts 1:8 (Jerusalem, chapter 2; Judea, chapters 7-9; Samaria, chapter 8; uttermost parts of earth (chapters 10-28)

B. Chapter 9 talking about Paul is in right sequence

1. Saul's conversion, call to the Gentiles

2. Chapter 10 transitional -- Peter opens the way to the Gentiles for Paul

II. Cornelius

A. History

1. A prominent Roman family

2. Was a proselyte of the Jewish faith (which means he was not a circumcised convert)

3. Was a centurion of the Italian regiment (an officer in charge of 100 men)

4. Reverenced God, gave generously and prayed to God regularly

B. Cornelius' vision (about 3:00 PM)

1. An angel told him to send men to Joppa for Peter and told him where Peter was

2. Cornelius was obedient and sent two servants and one soldier

C. Peter's vision

1. He was up on the roof praying and got hungry

2. Had a vision of a sheet with animals, reptiles and birds 

3. Vision was given 3 times

4. Vs. 19 - "Holy Spirit said"

a) Angels spoke to those not born again

b) The Holy Spirit spoke to those born again

c) We find angels appearing less and less and the Holy Spirit speaking more and more

D. Cornelius' house

1. Vs. 24 - Cornelius expected Peter to come because an angel had told him, so he gathered his relatives

2. Vs. 27-29
3. Vs. 30-33 - Cornelius relates his vision

4. Vs. 44 - Holy Spirit fell on them

a) How did they know?

b) vs. 46 - they heard them speaking in tongues, the evidence

5. They were water baptized

E. This is the beginning of the Gentiles receiving Jesus

CHAPTER 11
Continuation of chapter 10 concerning Cornelius

I. Explanation of actions by Peter - vs. 1-18
A. The Jewish Christians criticized Peter

B. Vs. 4-10 - he recounts the vision word for word found in chapter 10:9-16

C. Vs. 11-12 - he recounts three men sent by Cornelius coming

D. Vs. 12 (chapter 10:23 states some of the brothers from Joppa went with him) here it states six

E. Vs. 15 - "Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning" (day of Pentecost); second Pentecost came to the Gentiles

F. Vs. 16-17 - key to explanation that convinced the apostles and brothers

1. What convinced them was the gift of the Holy Spirit

2. How did they know they had received the gift? 10:46 -- tongues

II. Church at Antioch - vs.19-30
A. As Philip went to Samaria at the scattering of the Christians from Jerusalem when Stephen was killed, others went to (vs. 19):

1. Phoenicia - region north of Jerusalem on the Mediterranean Sea coast

2. Cyprus - Island in the Mediterranean Sea northwest of Jerusalem

3. Antioch - capitol of the Roman province of Syria (north of Jerusalem), the third largest city in the world at that time

B. Vs. 19 - telling the message to the Jews only

C. Vs. 20 - some went to Antioch from Cyprus and Cyrene sharing the message with the Greeks

1. Happening at the same time Peter is with Cornelius

2. Cyrene - city founded by Greeks (represented on day of Pentecost in Jerusalem (Greek Jews) in Africa

3. Cyprus - Greek origin part of Roman Empire then

D. Vs. 21 - many believed and received salvation

E. Vs. 22 - the church at Jerusalem heard of it and sent Barnabas who was originally from Cyprus

F. Vs. 23-24 - confirmed to him it had actually happened and he shared the Word with them for a time; many were converted

G. Vs. 25-26 - went to Tarsus to get Paul and brought him back to Antioch and they ministered for a year there

H. Vs. 26 - Believers were first called Christians at Antioch

I. Vs. 27-30 - we find the first mention of the ministry of prophets in Acts when Agabus through the Holy Spirit predicted a severe famine over the entire Roman world (it happened during the reign of Claudius 41-45 AD)

1. This was predicted in 44 AD

2. The famine struck in about 46 AD

J. Vs. 30 - the disciples in Antioch sent help to the brothers living in Judea by Paul and Barnabas

CHAPTER 12
I. Persecution again - vs. 1-2
A. Transition chapter - close of home missions and beginning of foreign missions

1. The church of Jerusalem is only mentioned twice more in Acts

2. Chapter 1-12, Jerusalem was center of the Gospel during Peter's ministry

3. Chapter 13-28, Antioch is the center of the Gospel during Paul's ministry

4. It is now 10-12 years after the day of Pentecost

B. At the time Paul and Barnabas arrived in Jerusalem bringing the help from the disciples in Antioch, King Herod had arrested several believers, one being James, brother of John

1. Vs. 3 - James was put to death and this pleased the Jews so Herod arrested Peter with the intention of putting him to death to please the Jews (James was the first martyr of the apostles)

2. Peter was arrested during the Feast of Unleaven Bread (vs. 3); this is a seven-day feast immediately following Passover which is regarded as part of this festival)

3. Vs. 4 - four squads of four soldiers each (one squad of four soldiers for each watch of the night, two with Peter and two at the door)

4. Vs. 5 - the church earnestly prayed to God for Peter (Ja 5:16 "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.")

5. Vs. 6-10 tells of the miraculous deliverance from prison by an angel

6. Vs. 12 - where did he go?  to believers

a) It was the prayers of the saints that released God's power to release Peter

7. Vs. 17 - after telling them he left for another place (this is the last time Peter is mentioned except for one time in chapter 15)

8. Vs. 19 - soldiers executed; this was standard if prisoners escaped from prison

II. Herod's death

A. Vs. 20 - Herod was hostile toward the people of Tyre and Sidon

B. A group from this region came to him and asked for peace because they depended on his country for their food supply (remember there is a famine)

C. Herod (Agrippa I) gave an address and the group proclaimed him a god

D. He did not rebuke them and an angel of the Lord struck him

E. He died five days later at the age of 54

III. Vs. 25 - Paul and Barnabus returned to Antioch taking with them Mark, a relative of Barnabus

PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY TRIP
Acts 13:4 - 14:28

During the teachings of the missionary trips, would be good to have a map and

follow the routes on the map

I. Chapter 13

A. Antioch is the center of the Gospel now

B. General information

1. From 46-48 AD (2 years long)

2. 13-15 years after Pentecost

3. Churches were established where they went

C. Cyprus - 13:4-12
1. Seleucia---Salamis
a) They went to Jewish synagogues

b) John (Mark) was with them helping

c) They traveled through the whole island to Paphos

2. Vs. 6 - at Paphos was a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet, Bar-Jesus, who was an attendant of Sergius Paulas, who presided over Cyprus

a) Sergius Paulas was seeking the truth

b) Heard about what Barnabas and Saul were proclaiming and wanted to hear the Word

c) But Bar-Jesus or Elymas apposed him

d) Elymas became blind by the word of Saul who was prompted by the Holy Spirit to speak it

e) Sergius saw what happened and became a believer

D. Pisidian Antioch - 13:13-52
1. Paphos---Perga (John left and returned to Jerusalem where his family was)---Pisidian Antioch
2. Paul asked to speak (Paul's first recorded sermon)

a) It was well received and he was asked to speak the next Sabbath

b) Vs. 44 - "almost the whole city" came to hear the Word

c) Vs. 45 - when the Jews (religious people) saw the crowd, they became jealous and criticized and talked abusively against Paul

(1) Mk 4:15 "Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them."

d) Vs. 46 - Paul and Barnabas started preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles because the Jews rejected the message

(1) Many were saved and the Word spread through the whole region

(2) Read vs. 50-51

II. Chapter 14

A. Iconium - vs. 1-7
1. Went to Jewish synagogue 

a) A great number of Gentiles and Jews believed

b) Those Jews who refused to believe aroused the Gentiles and embittered their minds against the Christians

2. Vs. 3 - Paul and Barnabas stayed in Iconium for a long time and spoke the Word boldly and God confirmed the Word with signs and wonders

3. Vs. 5 - a plot arose to stone them

4. When they became aware of it, they fled to Lystra and Derbe

B. Lystra and Derbe - vs. 8-21
1. A man lame from birth "listened" to Paul preach the Word 

a) Paul perceived by the Holy Spirit (Acts 3:7) the man had faith to be healed

b) He shouted at him to get up and the man leaped to his feet and was healed

2. The crowds lifted Paul and Barnabas up as gods, but they rejected this exaltation as all Christians should

a) There is only one sovereign God

b) He should get all the glory and honor

3. Unbelieving Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and convinced the crowds to reject Paul and his teachings

a) They stoned him and drug him outside the city, leaving him for dead

b) His disciples formed a circle around him and prayed and God raised him up

4. Paul and Barnabas left Lystra and went to Derbe and won a large number of converts there

C. Return to Antioch - vs. 21-28
1. Lystra---Aconium---Pisidian Antioch
a) They strengthened and encouraged the Christians where they sent

b) They appointed elders in each church (1 Tim 3:1-7, Tit 1:4-9)

2. ---Perga---Attalia---Antioch
3. They reported to the church at Antioch about their travels

CHAPTER 15
1. This chapter is one of the most important chapters in the history of the Church; the principle established has been maintained throughout the Church Age

2. Satan threatened to divide the New Testament Church into two factions; Gentiles and Jews

3. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28)

I. Study of the controversy

A. Vs. 1 - conflict between law and grace

1. Controversy - circumcision vs. uncircumcision; ritual law vs. spiritual law

2. Teachers from Jerusalem were trying to mix law with grace

B. Vs. 2 - Paul and Barnabas, circumcised Hebrews, disputed with them

1. Several, including Paul and Barnabas, were appointed to go to Jerusalem

C. Vs. 3-4 - they shared with the apostles and elders at Jerusalem what God had done among the Gentiles and declared they had become saved without circumcision

D. Vs. 4-6 - the question

1. Vs. 5 - sect of Pharisee believers stated Gentiles (1) must be circumcised and (2) must obey the Law of Moses to be saved

E. Vs. 6 - the question debated

F. Vs. 7-11 - after much discussion, Peter got up and related the story of Cornelius and concluded by saying he was saved through grace

G. Vs. 12 - Paul & Barnabas testify what God was doing among Gentiles

H. Vs. 13-19 - James points out what Peter said agreed with the Prophets and gives his judgment which was accepted

1. He quotes Amos

2. Always good to go the Scriptures; they cannot be disputed

I. The decision

1. It should not be made difficult for the Gentiles to receive Jesus

2. Should abstain from food polluted by idols

3. Should abstain from sexual immorality

4. Should abstain from meat of strangled animals and from blood

J. A letter was sent to Antioch by Paul and Barnabas plus two from the Jerusalem church, Judas and Silas (leaders of the church)

1. Vs. 27 - they were sent to confirm by word of mouth what the truth of what was written in the letter

2. Vs. 28 - Holy Spirit on inside of them bore witness of decision

3. Vs. 31 - when the letter was read, the people rejoiced and were encouraged by it

4. After a time Judas and Silas returned to Jerusalem

K. Related scriptures--Gal 2:1-4, Ro 2:4-9, Eph 2:5-22
II. Today Satan tries to do the same thing to the church body; cause factions

A. In the early church, circumcision was the controversy; today, some controversies are

1. Baptism in the name of Jesus vs. in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

2. Water baptism by sprinkling or immersion

PAUL'S SECOND MISSIONARY TRIP
Acts 15:36 - 18:22

49-52 AD (three years long)

I. Chapter 15 continued

A. Vs. 36 - Paul shows desire to again visit the towns where they went on his first missionary trip (this shows the heart of an apostle)

B. Vs. 37-38 - disagreement between Paul and Barnabas over Mark

C. Vs. 39 - disagreement so sharp they parted ways

1. Barnabas and Mark sailed to Cyprus

2. Paul chose Silas to travel with him second missionary trip

D. Traveled inland through Syria and Cilicia strengthening churches

E. Note: Col 4:10, 2 Tim 4:11, Php 24 shows a reconciliation took place between Paul and Mark and Mark became helpful in Paul's ministry

II. Chapter 16

A. Derbe and Lystra - vs. 1-5 (Paul takes Timothy with him)

1. Timothy lived in Lystra

a) Mother was a Jewish believer; father a Greek

b) Was spoken well of by believers in Iconium & Lystra

c) Saved under Paul's ministry (2 Ti 1:1-2, 2:1, 3:10-12)

d) Perhaps saved on Paul's first missionary trip

2. Paul circumcised Timothy before taking him with him

a) The reason is not clear but perhaps so that he would be able to preach both to Gentile and Jew

b) 1 Co 9:20-21 "I became like a Jew to minister to Jews"

3. 1 Ti 1:18 - Timothy was prophesied over probably at this time

a) 1 Ti 4:4 - body of elders laid hands on him and imparted spiritual gift

b) 2 Ti 4:5 - fulfilled office of evangelist

4. Vs. 4 - read letter from Jerusalem to every church he went to

B. Macedonia - vs. 6-10
1. Phrygia---Galatia---Mysia---Traos
a) Forbidden by Holy Spirit (inner witness or check in spirit) to go into Asia

b) Could not go into Bithynia because Spirit of Jesus forbid them (Holy Spirit called Spirit of Jesus here)

c) In Traos Paul had a vision of a man in Macedonia

(1) Vs. 10 - after the vision Paul got ready at once to leave for Macedonia concluding in his mind that God had called him to preach the Gospel there

(2) God tells us to do something and sometimes we try to supply the details on our own

2. Traos---Samothrace---Neopolis---Philippi
C. Philippi - vs. 13-40
1. Background

a) A Roman Colony, the leading city in district of Macedonia

b) No Jewish synagogue

c) Where first church in Europe established

2. Because of no synagogue, went outside city to river where expected to find a place of prayer and sat down to speak to the women there (we would call this a prayer meeting or Bible study today)

3. One woman there was Lydia

a) Sold fabrics dyed in purple

b) Was from Thyatira near Ephesus

c) Was already a worshipper of God, a proselyte not a Jew by birth

d) She and members of her household were converted

e) Paul stayed in her house

4. Vs. 16 - indicates Paul frequented the prayer group often

a) One time on his way to this group he was met by a slave girl who told fortunes and made money for her owners by doing this

(1) Note how many cities had some form of sorcery or witchcraft practiced in them

(2) This woman was different from Simon (Acts 8) and Elymas (Acts 13)

(3) She was possessed by a spirit that predicted fortunes

b) Vs. 17 - the spirit in her was speaking through her revealing the apostles

(1) Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, "You are the Son of God." (Mark 3:11)

c) Vs. 18 - after many days he called the spirit out

(1) Just because someone is possessed with a spirit does not automatically mean we are to call it out

(2) The Holy Spirit in us will reveal when and when not to

(3) A person will not be delivered of a spirit unless he wants to be; some people want to be possessed by a spirit

(4) We can pray for them to want to be set free and then deliver them

(5) Note when Paul did call out the spirit in Jesus' name, it immediately left

(6) Authority given in Mk 16:17

d) The owners of the slave girl were angry could not make money from her any more--Paul and Silas were beaten severely and put in jail

(1) Put in inner cell and feet fastened with stocks

(2) Vs. 25 - at midnight praying and singing hymns (they refused to be discouraged)

(3) Other prisoners were listening (they weren't whispering but singing loudly)

(4) Vs. 26 - earthquake, all doors opened

(5) Jailer woke up and was going to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped which meant death for him

(6) Vs. 29 - whole family was saved and baptized

(7) Vs. 35 - magistrate ordered them released (read 37-39)

III. Chapter 17

A. Thessalonica - vs. 1-10
1. Capital of Macedonia; a port city; population 250,000

2. Stayed about one month

3. Had a Jewish synagogue

a) He preached there three Sabbaths

b) Several Jews, large number of God-fearing Greeks and some prominent women were saved

4. Some unbelieving Jews became jealous, developed a mob and set the town in an uproar

5. They went to Jason's house (where Paul and Silas were staying) and drug Jason and others before the city authorities

a) Later they were released

B. Berea - vs. 11-15
1. Paul and Silas were sent by night here

2. City had a large population with many Jews

3. Vs. 11 - contrast of Thessalonica

a) The way the Word was received there is an important guideline for us

4. Many Jews, prominent Greek women and Greek men were saved

5. Jews from Thessalonica came and agitated the crowds there

6. Paul left for Athens; Timothy and Silas stayed and joined him later

C. Athens - 16-end of chapter

1. 64 km west of Corinth; full of idols; four separate philosophies flourished here

2. Not successful in establishing a church

3. Preached in Jewish synagogue first, then preached in the marketplace daily to anyone who would listen

4. Vs. 18 - two of the four philosophy groups mentioned above

5. Vs. 19 - curious about "new teaching"; vs. 21 tells why

6. Sermon on Mars Hill - vs. 22-31
a) Relates Athens is very religious and points out the altar to the "unknown god" and begins to tell them who the unknown God is

7. Vs. 34 - few became followers, among them Dionysius and Damaris

IV. Chapter 18

A. Corinth - vs. 1-17
1. The city

a) Population 500,000-700,000 people, more than half slaves

b) Crossroads for travel and trade; center of shipping; two seaports

c) Located on isthmus (a land bridge); a city of wealth and pleasures

2. Aquilla and Priscilla

a) Jews; native of Pontus; Aquilla a tentmaker

b) Convert of Paul's

c) In Corinth because all Jews ordered to leave Rome

3. Went to the synagogue on the Sabbath

4. Timothy and Silas joined him here

5. Vs. 6 - formally announced he would preach to the Gentiles although he had been doing it awhile already

a) Left the synagogue and started preaching from Justus' house

b) Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his household received Jesus

6. Vs. 9 - God encouraged Paul in a vision

7. Stayed in Corinth 1 1/2 years

B. Syria (Ephesus) - vs. 18-21
1. Priscilla and Aquilla went with him

2. Left Priscilla and Aquilla at Ephesus

3. Went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews

4. Promised he would return

C. Ephesus---Caesarea---Antioch

PAUL'S THIRD MISSIONARY TRIP
Acts 18:23 -21:14

53-57 AD (four years long)

I. Chapter 18

A. Galatia and Phrygia - vs. 23 (strengthened the disciples)

B. Ephesus - 18:24 - 19
1. Apollos

a) A learned man, thorough knowledge of the scriptures

b) Had been orally instructed in the way of the Lord

c) Had spiritual zeal, fervor

d) Taught of Jesus accurately although knew only the baptism of John

e) Bold

2. Priscilla and Aquilla began teaching him

a) Apollos had a teachable spirit

b) This is necessary in learning; must be open to learn new things

3. Apollos went to Achaia, Corinth (19:1); disciples encouraged to accept him and he proved to be a big help to those in Corinth

a) Contradicted Jews in public (boldness) showing and proving by scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah

II. Chapter 19

A. Paul returned to Ephesus

1. Ephesus was the most important city in Asia

2. Was a famous political, commercial and religious city

3. Had a 25,000 seat theater and a race course

4. Home of one of the seven wonders of the ancient world--the temple of Diana, the center of the pagan worship

5. City involved in occult, witchcraft and magic

6. Became missionary center for all Asia and remained a Christian stronghold in Asia for centuries afterwards

B. Vs. 1-5
1. John's Baptism


Baptism name of Jesus
a) Water



Holy Spirit

b) Ceremonial


Supernatural

c) Connected with John

Connected with Jesus

d) Water element


Act of Holy Spirit placing 




sinner into Christ (Ro 6:3,4) 




thus into body of Christ

 (1 Co 12:13)

e) Preparatory

f) Repentance & remission 
Repentance & remission of of sins



sins

g) Faith in coming Messiah
Faith in Christ Jesus

h) Confession of being sinner
Confession of faith

C. Entered synagogue and spoke there three months

1. Was apposed

2. Left synagogue with disciples and preached in lecture hall for two years

D. Vs. 11 - did unusual miracles by hands of Paul

1. God used different ways in Jesus' ministry--clay spittle, touched hem of garment, laying on of hands, anointing oil

2. Paul was used in different ways and used different methods also--handkerchiefs & aprons he touched laid on sick and they recovered

3. Heb 13:8 - Jesus the same yesterday, today and forever

E. Seven sons of Sceva - vs. 13-16
1. Either were not believers of Jesus, therefore, did not have authority to use His name or were believers trying to live in both worlds and did not have the confidence or faith

2. Had seen Paul do it and were doing it on faith in Paul

F. Result (vs. 17-20): God used this to get evil out of believers' lives

1. 1 drachmas = a day's wage

G. Vs. 21-22 - plans trip

1. Ephesus---Macedonia---Achaia---Jerusalem
2. Sent Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia

3. Erastus was a Corinthian; Paul's disciple; city treasurer; officer of great dignity

H. Riot at Ephesus - vs. 23-41
1. Silversmith Demetrius made silver shrines of idol Artemis

2. He caused a riot

3. Seized Gaius (Macedonian) and Aristarchus (Thessalonican)

4. Paul wanted to go to theater but encouraged not to

5. Confusion in assembly

6. Alexander - Ephesus Jew

III. Chapter 20

A. Ephesus---Macedonia---Greece (Achaia)---Macedonia (Philippi)---Troas - vs. 1-6
1. Stayed in Greece three months

2. Jews plotted against him; instead of sailing to Syria (original plan) went back through Macedonia

B. Troas - vs. 7-12
1. Stayed seven days

2. Dinner hour--preached to midnight--Eutychus raised from the dead--preached until daylight

C. Troas---Assos---Mitylene---Kios---Samos---Miletus - vs. 13-16  (Paul walked, men sailed)

D. Vs. 17 - Miletus 

1. Did not go to or through Ephesus because wanted to get to Jerusalem at by a certain time

2. Knew if he went to Ephesus would be detained to minister

3. Sent for elders of Ephesus to come to him - vs. 18-25

IV. Chapter 21

A. Miletus---Cos---Rhodes---Patara---caught ship to Phoenicia---Syria (Tyre)

B. Tyre

1. Seven days with disciples

2. "Through Spirit" (although told of troubles, Paul knew he was to go

3. Vs. 5 - all disciples, wives, children accompanied him to ship and knelt on beach and prayed

C. Tyre---Ptolemais (one day with believers)---Caesarea
D. Caesarea - close of third missionary journey

1. Stayed at Philip's, the evangelist, house

2. Vs. 8 - "one of the seven" refers to Acts 6, choosing of the seven deacons to minister to the widows

3. Vs. 9 - four daughters that prophesied (not prophetesses, gift of prophecy)

4. Vs. 10-11 - Agabus, a prophet, being guided by and obedient to Holy Spirit

5. Vs. 12 - said Paul should not go, but Paul followed will of God to go

PAUL'S MINISTRY AT JERUSALEM
Acts 21:40 - Acts 23

I. Chapter 21 - Ceaserea---Jerusalem
A. 60 AD; 27 years after day of Pentecost; Paul is 59 years old

B. Stayed with Mnason (from Cyprus, one of early disciples)

C. Went to see James

1. Brother of Jesus

2. Did not at first believe in Jesus but was in upper room on day of Pentecost

3. Received title of apostle like Paul and Barnabas (Gal 1:19)

4. Occupied prominent place in church at Jerusalem

5. Was president of the first council (Acts 15:13)

6. Wrote book of James

D. Paul arrested (read 27-40)

II. Chapter 22

A. Vs. 1-21 - Paul tells crowd who he is and gives his testimony

B. Read vs. 21-29
III. Chapter 23

A. Before the Sanhedrin - 22:30-23:11
1. Vs. 1 - "I have fulfilled" (refer to Acts 24:16); perfectly good conscience

a) Important to have a good conscience before man and God

b) Then if falsely accused of anything, know do not have to search

(1) Can do many things others might not like or might take wrongly

(2) If done with a pure motive in heart then do not have to feel condemned

(3) Example:  You feel led by God to do something to help someone or the church, etc.  Later you are highly esteemed by man and someone might say you did it to get attention, etc.  If you did it as before God without intention of praise, your motive is pure and you do not have to concern yourself with what others think or say

2. Vs. 3 - white-washed wall

a) The Jews would white wash the tombs about the time of the Feast of Passover so that none would be ceremonially defiled and hindered from keeping the feast (defiled if touched a dead person)

b) Inside full of dead men's bones and rottenness, white-washed, not washed white; outwardly appearing beautiful and white inwardly full of corruption and filth

c) Compare Mt 23:27 (Jesus)

d) Denounced high priest

(1) Been years since in Jerusalem and did not know new high priest, probably not in priestly robes; why Paul did not recognize him

(2) Vs. 5 - repents (Ex 22:28)

e) Vs. 6-10 - starts dispute between Sadducees and Pharisees

(1) Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of dead, angels or spirits

(2) Pharisees stood by Paul; pattern of Old Testament, God always causes confusion among the enemy and they become defeated

(3) Commander of Romans took Paul away

f) Vs. 11 - significant; to testify of Jesus in Rome

(1) God spoke to Paul and gave direction

B. Plot to kill Paul - vs. 12-22
1. Vs. 12-14 - plot of Jews (Sanhedrin involved)

2. Vs. 16 - Paul's nephew heard of it and warns Paul

PAUL'S WITNESS AT CAESAREA
I. Chapter 23

A. Paul was transferred to Caesarea - vs. 23-35
1. Vs. 23-33 - Paul escorted to Felix, governor of Caesarea, with a letter written by the commander

2. Vs. 25-20 - said would send accusers and asked if Felix would hear his case

II. Chapter 24 - Trial before Felix

A. Five days later Ananias (high priest) arrived with lawyer and some elders

B. Vs. 2-9 - Paul accused of being an agitator and source of disturbance to the Jews and of being the ringleader of a sect called the Nazarenes

C. Vs. 10-21 - Paul's defense

D. Felix did not give verdict

E. He continued to have Paul come to see him hoping to get money from Paul

F. Two years later was succeeded by Festus

III. Chapter 25

A. Trial before Festus - vs. 1-12
1. Vs. 1-5 - Festus in Jerusalem; Jewish leaders brought charges against Paul

2. Wanted him brought to Jerusalem because they had plotted to kill him

3. Festus told them to come to Caesarea and present charges before Paul

4. Vs. 8 - Paul's defense

5. Vs. 9 - Festus asked Paul to go to Jerusalem

6. Vs. 11 - Paul appealed to Caesar

B. King Agrippa II

1. A Jew; king over area; descendent of Esau; circumcised; Jewish religion

2. Berniece, his sister

3. Came to Ceasarea

4. Vs. 16-21 - Festus discussed Paul with him

C. Agrippa sees Paul - 25:22-26:23
1. Gives testimony and testifies of Jesus

2. Vs. 24 - Agrippa called him insane

3. Vs. 25-32 - Paul attempted to convert King Agrippa

4. Paul would have been set free had he not appealed to Caesar

a) Acts 23:11 - God directed him to go to Rome

b) Acts 9:15 - Lord said Paul was a chosen instrument to bear His name before kings

CHAPTER 27
I. Trip to Rome - vs. 1-9
A. Vs. 10 - Paul warns of bad weather

B. Vs. 11 - not heeded

C. Storm hits; after several days of fasting Paul spoke (vs. 21-25), ship wrecked

CHAPTER 28
I. Malta

A. Natives were kind

B. A poisonous creature bit Paul

C. Paul stayed at the estate of Publius, the head man of the island

D. His father was healed of fever and dysentery

E. The rest of the sick came and were healed

F. Paul stayed three months

II. Rome

A. Vs. 17-20 - gathered Jewish leaders and told of plight

B. Vs. 21 - asked that he share with them

C. When spoke, some believed and some did not

D. Vs. 25-29 - they began to leave and Paul quoted Is 6:9-10
E. Read vs. 30-31
SUMMARY
I. The book opens with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Jewish nation and closes with the nation rejecting the Gospel and Paul presenting the Gospel to the Gentiles

II. The Gospel spread from Jerusalem to Rome, from the then religious center of the world to the then political center of the world

III. Book of Acts can be described in 3 ways:

A. Church in its beginning

B. Acts of the Holy Spirit

C. Divine pattern for the New Testament local church

IV. It covers 30 years from 34 to 64 AD; 70 AD the temple of Jerusalem was destroyed by Rome and the Jews were scattered to the four corners of the world

   Espoir pour les nations
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