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Gifts of the Spirit
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TOPIC 1:     Introduction--The Weapons of Our Warfare
I. The greatest unused energy in the world today is the power within the Church

A. We are continually in a battle, corporately and individually

B. The gifts of the Spirit have been given to the Church as weapons of warfare

1. In order to win the fight you must go to battle with your weapons properly functioning

2. In order to do that, must know what the gifts are, where they are from, & how they operate

3. By understanding them you will gain the knowledge of their true greatness and allow operating in them to become a vital part in your life

II. The ministry we do here on earth is directed by and through the power of the Holy Spirit and functions through the framework of the gifts of the Spirit

A. Jesus, our example

1. When He came to earth, He ministered not as God but as a man directed by the HS, functioning within the framework of the gifts

a) This ministry was directed by and through the power of the Holy Spirit

b) All the miracles He performed were the result of a gift of the Spirit operating at that time

2. You will learn more about his in the course Life of Christ (next quarter)

B. Jn 14:12 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father
1. Every believer has a right to use every gift

2. However, we are not to use them as we will but as the Holy Spirit wills (1Co 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills (can readily see this verse is talking about the gifts when you read the scriptures above this one which lists the nine gifts of the Spirit)

3. To operate successfully in the gifts, we are to listen to the voice of the Spirit and obey immediately

C. The body of Christ is always an advancing army, not one that retreats; we are to have total victory and not know defeat

1. We are to put on the whole armor of God found in Eph 6:13-18
2. We are to cloth ourselves with the gifts of the Spirit

III. We are to be Gods vessles that reach out to save the world we live in

A. The world cannot be won through the government, organizations (such as Save the Children, Save the Environment, etc) or by strengths of numbers but by the Spirit of God (Zech 4:6 Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts)
1. God does not need a army of men

a) A mighty battle can be won with just a few people when they use their weapons properly

b) God used Gideon and 300 men to destroy tens of thousands of the enemy (Jg 7-8)

2. He needs sincere and dedicated people whose hearts are fully turned to Him and who know how to be guided by the Holy Spirit and function through the framework of the gifts

3. This is what we will be learning about in this course

B. Its the power of God flowing through the body of Christ  that convinces people God is real and powerful

1. Our warfare is not carnal but spiritual (Eph 6:12 We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places
2. When Jesus returns He wants to come back for a Church that is winning victory after victory and setting men free by the power of God

IV. The gifts as our weapons of warfare

A. Spiritual gifts are given to equip us for God's service,  not to puff us up

1. When they are functioning within & through us they become the artillery we need to destroy the works and power of the devil

2. The gifts are dynamic and dangerous to the enemy

B. Spiritual gifts are weapons God has given us to fight our battles

1. We must never underestimate their strength, power and usefulness

2. We must learn about them and continuously study them  until they function through us

a) First we learn of their existence

b) Next we learn how to avail ourselves to them

c) Then, we learn their proper usage

C. Spiritual gifts are to be used as much out on the streets where the people are as in church services

1. Example:  Jesus 

a) The gifts of the Spirit came into operation when He faced the people such as the Gadarene demoniac (Luke 8:26-36)

b) In this situation, like most Jesus faced, He had to know things that normally could not be known by the physical eyes or ears

2. If you desire the gifts to function in your life,  must be a person of action; one who is doing God's work by bringing God's Word and power to the people that need it

D. We can expect God to move the same way today as He did in the early church recorded in the Bible (Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever)

TOPIC 2:     The Person of the Holy Spirit
I. There are three parts to the Godhead

A. God, the Father; God, the Son (Jesus); and God, the Holy Spirit 

1. Mt 3:16-17 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased (the voice was that of God, the Father) (shows the Triune Godhead, the Trinity or the three parts)

2. Mt 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
3. 2Co 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all
B. We are living in the time of the Holy Spirit

1. God guided & dealt with the people of the Old Testament

2. When Jesus lived on earth, He guided & dealt with the people of the Gospels

3. When Jesus died and was resurrected, He sent the Holy Spirit to guide us & deal with today 

a) Jn 14:16-17 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever--the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him, but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you
4. We must yield to the Holy Spirit and when we do, we are yielding to God

II. The power of the Holy Spirit dwells in us

A. Ro 8:11 tells us the power of the Holy Spirit is the power that raised Jesus from the dead

B. The power of the Holy Spirit is the power of God (Acts 10:38 God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him)

C. The Holy Spirit gives us the power needed to live a victorious Christian life

III. In the process of having this power to live a victorious life, we need to judge ourselves

A. If we do, then God won't

1. 1Co 11:31-32 For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world
2. 1Jo 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and Just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness
B. The standard we use for judging ourselves is the Word of God and the final authority of the Holy Spirit in us

1. He is the one that guides us and helps us to conform to the image of Christ

2. The Holy Spirit and the Word will always agree

C. If we are sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit, we will not fail

IV. When we walk guided by the Spirit (submitted to and controlled by Him) we will not be carnal or fleshly minded and we will not be involved in strife, envy, divisions, and confusion

A. 1Co 3:3 ...For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?
B. Ro 8:7-8 - tells us our flesh (our nature without the Holy Spirit) is at enmity with God and cannot please Him

C. Ro 8:13 - the Spirit is life eternal and is pleasing to God

D. 2Co 3:17 - To walk guided & controlled by the Spirit is to walk in freedom, not under bondage (

1. When we walk in bondage we are yoked up with the devil in whatever deception which blinds us

2. When we walk led by the Spirit, we will be enlightened about the deception and be set free from its bonds

V. Three important things the Holy Spirit does concerning us

A. He brings Gods life to live in us

B. He brings the attributes of Jesus within us

C. He joins Himself to our spirit and creates a new life in the image of Gods life

1. 1Co 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him
2. 2Co 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new
TOPIC 3:    A Comparative Study of God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit
I. It is impossible to receive one of the Godhead without receiving the other two

A. 1Co 6:19 Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you

B. 1Co 3:16 You are a temple of God
C. Col 1:27 Christ in you
II. In this study we will show that God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one, but they are separate; they are equal but Jesus and the Holy Spirit are subordinate to God

A. God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one
1. Proof 1:
All three created the earth

a) Gen 1:1 In the beginning God (Elohim=plural) created heaven and earth
(1) God the Father was there - Gen 1:1
(2) Jesus was there - Jn 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made
(a) Jn 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth
(b) Rev 19:13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  
(3) The Holy Spirit was there

(a) Gen 1:2 ...the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters (Spirit part of Elohim)

2. Proof 2:
The Bible says it  (1Jn 5:7 For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one)

B. God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are separate (1Co 12:4-6 There are diversities of gifts (9 gifts), but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries (ministry gifts), but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities (motivational gifts), but it is the same God who works all in all (this scripture lists the three categories of gifts & places one of the Godhead as administrator of each)

C. The Holy Spirit is equal to God and Jesus
1. Proof 1:  The Bible says it

a) Php 2:6 Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God
b) 2Co 3:17 ...the Lord is the Spirit...
c) If Jesus is equal to God and the Lord is the Spirit, then the Spirit is equal with God

2. Proof 2:  Creation

a) God was the planner -- He spoke it (Gen 1:1-29 And God said...
b) Jesus was the vessel through which the world and all things in it was made

(1) Jn 1:3 (Amp) ...all things were made...through Him
(2) Jn 1:10 ...the world was made through Him
(3) Heb 1:2 (Amp) ...through (Son) He created the worlds and the reaches of space and the ages of time...
c) The Holy Spirit was the action player; He did the actual creating

(1) Gen 1:2 (NIV) the Spirit of God moved upon the earth
(2) Ps 104:30 You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; and You renew the face of the earth
3. Proof 3: Salvation

a) God planned it by providing the perfect atonement through the death of His Son

b) Jesus is the vessel through which it came by shedding His blood and going to hell for us

c) The Holy Spirit is the action player, the one who actually brought it to us

(1) Jn 14:16 tells us He was sent by the Father in answer to Jesus prayer;  Jn 16:8 tells us why--to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment,

(2) He sought you out, followed you day and night, week after week, year after year sticking with you even when you turned a deaf ear to His pleading until at last you listened

(3) Then He opened your eyes to reveal Jesus to you and then enabled you to receive Him

D. Jesus chooses to be subordinate to God and the Holy Spirit chooses to be subordinate to both God and Jesus
1. Jn 10:29 - Jesus said My Father...is greater than all
2. Jn 5:19,30 tells us that the Son does only what He sees the Father doing and fulfills His will

3. Jn 16:13-14 - Holy Spirit speaks not of Himself but only words He hears and He glorifies not Himself but Jesus

TOPIC 4.     The Personality of the Holy Spirit
Definition of personality:
Distinctive qualities or characteristics of a person

I. Comforter
A. Definition - One who brings a person out of depression and relieves affliction
a) Greek - parakletos (called to anothers side or aid)

b) It was used in Greek law courts to indicate a legal assistant, counsel for the defense or one called in to help the accused

2. The Holy Spirit as Comforter comes to the comfort of the Christian when he expresses the need for that help and trusts the Holy Spirit to give it to him (faith is involved)

3. The Holy Spirit is always ready & willing to take part in everything in which His help is needed so if comfort does not come it is not because of the Holy Spirit but because we do not ask for it

4. As Comforter, He comforts, strengthens, encourages and supports us in our sorrows; helps our wounds, dries our eyes and gives us hope and peace

B. Scriptures

1. Jn 14:26 But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name (Amp: to represent Me and act on My behalf), He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you
2. Jn 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you
C. Examples of the Comforter    ---you have to allow Him to be Comforter---

1. Departure of a loved one--give personal example (Missionary, Bert Priest)

2. Being persecuted (the persons Satan uses the most are loved ones, other Christians, religious people)--give personal example (church vote, Harris house)

3. Loneliness, homesickness--give personal example 

4. Fear--give personal example (Mexico)

II. Counselor
A. As comforter the Holy Spirit brings comfort and peace; as counselor, he counsels

B. Definition - An aid, advisor
1. In order to counsel, the person has to have knowledge of the area he is counseling in

2. A lawyer advises in knowledge of law

a) He gives advice, aid, and suggests what to do but will not force a person to do it

b) He gets knowledge from law books

3. A financial counselor advises in financial matters, but he will not force a person to follow his advice (he gets his knowledge from budget planners)

4. In the same way, the Holy Spirit advises us in knowledge of the Word

a) He gives advice, aids and suggests what to do but will not force us to do it

b) He gets His knowledge from the Father for He speaks only what He hears

C. Scriptures

1. Acts 8:28 - The Angel of the Lord spoke to Philip to go to Gaza from Jerusalem

a) There he encountered an Ethiopian eunuch of great authority who worked under the queen

b) He was reading Isaiah and in vs. 29 the Spirit said to Philip, Go near, and join yourself to the chariot 

c) When he followed the counsel of the Holy Spirit, the enuch was saved and baptized who was probably the first to bring the Gospel to his countrymen

2. The Holy Spirit will counsel us in all matters, small and large; we petition the Father and He answers us through the counsel of the Holy Spirit

3. Give personal example (Rons keys)

III. Helper
A. Definition - one who surrounds with protection or aid
B. Scriptures

1. Ro 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helps (Gr.--takes hold together with us against) our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered
2. Wuest (noted Greek scholar in early 1900's)- the Holy Spirit indwelling the Christian, comes to his aid in his spiritual problems and difficulties, not by taking over the responsibility for him and giving him an automatic deliverance without any effort on his part, but by lending a helping hand, allowing him to work out his problems and overcome his difficulties with the Holy Spirits help

C. Examples

1. Brings things to our remembrance   (Scriptures when witnessing)

2. Warns us of danger (Metro tunnel in Russia; boys at home--meeting)

IV. Intercessor (quality)

A. Definition - One who acts as a go-between for the one in need and the one who meets the need   (Role play)

B. Scriptures

1. Ro 8:26-27 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God
a) The Holy Spirit searches our heart and knows what the mind of our spirit is so He knows our need

b) He also knows the will of the Father

c) As intercessor He prays the perfect prayer to the Father for our need to be met when we are having trouble knowing how to pray

2. 1Ti 2:1 I exhort that first of all supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks be made for all men
a) When we intercede for men it releases Gods power to work in that personss life

b) In the same way the Holy Spirit intercedes for us so that Gods power will be released in our lives

C. Example - Dad

V. Strengthener
A. Definition - one who gives power to resist attack
B. Scriptures

1. Eph 3:16 (Paul is praying) that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man 

2. Col 1:10-11 (Paul is praying) that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might...
3. Eph 3:16 establishes who is being strengthened and Col 1 says what he is strengthens for

4. When you put these two scriptures together you see that we are to be strengthened with might by the Spirit to

a) Walk worthy of the Lord fully pleasing Him

b) Be fruitful in every good work

c) Be increasing in the knowledge of God

C. Example - when you are doing the work of the Lord and you feel you are just too tired to go on, He will give you the strength to finish (BJD 18 months Russia; 21 curr. outlines in 4 months)

VI. Spirit of Truth
A. Why the Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Truth

1. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to communicate truth to those who receive Him

2. All truth is from the Father God

a) It comes to us through the Holy Spirit

b) The Holy Spirit speaks only what He hears the Father say

3. It is only as He teaches revelation that we come to know the truth

4. In order to be led by the Spirit of Truth, we have to continually have our mind renewed to the Word (the Spirit and Word will always agree under all circumstances)

B. Scriptures

1. Jn 14:17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you
2. Jn 16:13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come
C. Examples of how the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Truth operates

1. If you have an uneasiness about something you hear; the Holy Spirit will guide you to the truth in the Word (Babies being born alive)

2. Uneasiness can be caused by ignorance, wrong teaching, error

VII. Spirit of Holiness
A. Definition

1. There is a difference between the name Holy Spirit and the name Spirit of Holiness
a) The Holy Spirit emphasizes moral character of the Spirit Himself being holy

b) The Spirit of Holiness brings out that the Holy Spirit is not merely being holy Himself but that He also imparts holiness to others

2. According to 1Pe 3:8 and Heb 9:14, traits of holiness guides us into:

a) To be like-minded with one another

b) To have compassion for one another

c) To love as brothers

d) Be tenderhearted and courteous

e) To turn from dead works to serve the living God

B. Scripture - Ro 1:3-4 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead
C. Example of how the Spirit of Holiness works

1. Php 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure
2. Working out your own salvation refers to the sanctification part of salvation, not justification (well discuss this more fully later)

3. The Greek word for working out means carry out to the fullest
4. Therefore refers back to starting with Php 1:27 where Paul starts exhorting the saints to live like citizens of heaven and goes on to say how to do that

5. Citizens of heaven are holy as God is holy

6. The Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Holiness is the one who helps us work out our salvation to the fullest and continues to guide and lead us more into a holy life

VIII. Spirit of Life
A. Definition - spiritual life, the God-kind of being (Zoe)
1. God gave the life He has Himself to Jesus to have in Himself

2. Jesus gave this life to the world

3. The Holy Spirit is the agent through which this life is given to us by coming to live in us

4. The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of Life because life is communicated and maintained by Him (both physical and spiritual)

a) Gen 2:7 The Lord God formed man...and breathed into his nostrils the breath (Heb word for Spirit) of life; and man became a living being
b) Gen 6:3 My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, ...yet his days shall be 120 years
5. Scriptures

a) Ro 8:2 For the law of the Sprit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death
b) Jn 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life...
6. Examples of how the Spirit of Life operates

a) Ezek 37:1-10 - Ezekiel was carried by the Spirit to a valley of dry bones to prophecy to them to come to life

(1) He did and the bones received flesh and sinew but no breath

(2) He was then told to prophecy speaking breath into them

(3) He did and breath came into them and they lived

(4) In the margin of most reference Bibles there is a reference to Rev 11:11 beside the word breath
b) Rev 11:3-11 tells about during the Tribulation two witnesses of God will be killed and left to lay in the street where all can look on them as a mockery of God

(1) They lay there 3 days and vs. 11 says the Spirit of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet...
IX. Spirit of Love
A. Definition - an unselfish love that responds to need
1. When we need God, He responds to us with love because thats His nature, not because of something we do

2. The first aspect of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Love is that it caused Him to be willing to come into the world, seek us out and move us toward God

3. The second aspect of the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Love is He has brought this kind of love within us so that we can react the way God would in a situation

B. Scriptures

1. Jn 4:24 God is Spirit
2. 1Jn 4:7-8 God is Love therefore the Holy Spirit is love
C. Examples of how the Spirit of Love operates

1. Ro 5:5 the love of God has been poured our in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us
2. We have the ability to love like God--His love is not reserved

3. Love confronts a situation rather than talking behind someones back; love goes right to the situation

PIC 5:       The Difference Between the Holy Spirit 

in the Old Testament and the New Testament

I. The likenesses

A. The Hebrew and Greek meanings

1. Old Testament - Hebrew meaning

a) There are two Hebrew words for Spirit -- Ruwach (roo-awk) and Nshamah (nesh-aw-naw)

(1) Both words are translated breath, wind, spirit
b) The Greek word for wind in (Acts 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting) comes from the same root word

2. New Testament - Greek meaning

a) There is one Greek word for Spirit -- Pneuma and is translated wind and breath
B. Key roles

1. Old Testament -- life and order   Example: Creation

a) Life

(1) Gen 2:7 says God breathed the Spirit of life into man and he became a living soul

(2) Job 33:4 the Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life
b) Order 

(1) In Gen 1:2 we found out the Holy Spirit hovered over the earth when it was being created and Ps 104:30 says He did that to renew the face of the earth

(2) Job 26:13 By His Spirit He adorned ( arranged) the heavens...
2. New Testament -- life and order   Example: our lives

a) His key role is to keep life and order in our lives by guiding, teaching and helping us

b) The key is our submitting to His control

C. His sovereignty is clearly shown

1. In the Old Testament, He acted as it pleased Him and He used whom He pleased

a) Nu 24 - He used a donkey

b) 1Sa 19:20-23 - He came upon Saul who was then an enemy of God

2. In the New Testament He used whom He pleases to do the will of the Father

II. Differences

A. The heart of men

1. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit accomplished an incomplete work in the heart of man  -- why --

a) First, He only came upon those called to special ministry 

(1) Examples of those He came upon for special work

(a) Bezeleel for the construction of the temple - Ex 31:3
(b) Those called to judge Israel - (Ex. Othniel; Jg 3:10)

(c) Kings (Ex. David: 1Sa 16:13)

(d) Prophets to write the Bible - 1Pe 1:10-11
b) Secondly, the Spirit was temporarily given and could be withdrawn

(1) Samson --- given Jg 13:25...................withdrawn Jg 16:20
(2) Saul ------- given 1Sa 10:10.................withdrawn 1Sa 16:14
(3) Ezekiel --- given Ez 2:2........................withdrawn Ez 3:24
(4) David --- Ps 51:12 begs God not to withdraw His Spirit

c) Thirdly, the Spirit could not do in men what He is doing now

(1) Could not write the law of God upon their heart

(2) Could not put Gods love into their heart

(3) Could not make men members of the Body of Christ

(4) Could not baptize them into one body

d) Usually the Bible states Spirit upon not within
2. In the New Testament the Spirit does a complete work in the heart of men -- how --

a) First, He is poured out on all flesh

(1)  Joel prophesied in Joel 2:28-29 that the Holy Spirit would be poured out on all flesh

(2) Joel 2:28-29 And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days
(3) That was accomplished on the day of Pentecost - Acts 2:1:21
b) Secondly, He remains forever

(1) Isaiah prophesied in Is 59:21 that once the Holy Spirit was poured out, He would remain forever

(2) Is 59:21 As for Me, says the Lord, this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your descendants descendants, says the Lord, from this time and forevermore
c) Thirdly, there are things He is doing for men He could not do in the Old Testament

(1) He has written the law of God on our hearts - Jer 31:33
(2) He has put Gods love in our hearts - Ro 5:5
(a) Ez 36:26-27 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. (This is the regeneration work of the Holy Spirit well talk about later)

(b) Ez 37:14 I will put My Spirit in you and you shall live...
(3) He has made us all members of the Body of Christ - 1Co 12:27
(4) He has baptized us into one body - 1Co 12:13
(a) In the Old Testament He acted upon the whole body (Hag 2:5 my Spirit abides among them), He was not able to incorporate the whole nation of Israel into one body like He does in the New Testament

III. Conclusion

A. God the Father talked and worked with the Old Testament saints the only way He could; through their senses and intellect because their hearts had not yet been renewed because Jesus had not yet died to redeem them

B. Jesus talked and worked with the people of His day the only way He could; through their senses and intellect because their hearts had not yet been renewed because He had not yet died to redeem them

C. The Holy Spirit deals with us today in a different way

1. Our spirits have been renewed and He has come permanently to dwell in us

2. He can deal with us through our spirits from the inside because our hearts have been renewed to be open to the things and ways of God

TOPIC 6:    The Two-fold Work of the Holy Spirit
I. Introduction

A. The Holy Spirits work concerning believers is two-fold; the work He does in us and the work He does through us

B. I call these works His inward works and outward works

II. The difference between the inward and outward works

A. Inward works

1. When we receive Jesus and become Born Again, the Holy Spirit comes in us to live

2. He joins Himself to our spirit

a) Jn 4:3-14 - this is the story about when Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well

(1) He asked her to give Him a drink

(2) She asked why a Jew would ask a Samaritan woman for a drink (they were enemies)

(3) Read vs. 10-14
(4) vs. 14 the water I give shall be in him...
b) Jn 14:16-17 -- when we talked about the Holy Spirit has helper we read this scripture; Jesus said that He would pray to the Father to give us another helper, the Spirit of truth who would dwell in us
3. There is nothing actively we do to have Him come in us; it is automatic when we receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior

4. When He comes in us, there are certain works He does in us

a) These works are His inward works
b) These works minister to us and change us to be more Christ-like

B. Outward works

1. The second part of His works occur when He comes on us
2. This happens when we ask Him to do so and we term this the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

3. There are several scriptures that talk about Him coming upon us

a) Mt 3:16 - when Jesus was water baptized and the Spirit like a dove descended, He came upon Him

b) Acts 1:8 ...you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you shall be witnesses to Me...
c) Acts 8:5-17 - Philip went to Samaria and preached the Gospel

(1) Signs and wonders followed his preaching

(2) vs. 12 - They received Jesus and were water baptized

(3) Read vs. 14-17
(4) Vs. 16 For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus

d) Acts 10:44-46 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they heard them speak in tongues and magnify God
4. When the Holy Spirit comes upon us, we receive power to witness (power for ministry) associated with speaking in tongues

a) When the Holy Spirit comes upon there are certain works He does through us

b) We call these His outward works
C. Summary of differences

1. When He comes in us, there is nothing we actively do to receive Him; He automatically comes in when we receive Jesus; we have to actively ask Him to come upon us

2. When He comes in us He ministers to us; when He comes upon us He ministers through us
III. Inward works

A. Conviction - to unbelievers (comes from out to inward man)

1. Jn 16:8-11 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged
a) Sin - Acts 2:36,37 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? (He convicts of sin of unbelief, not works)

b) Righteousness - Ps 15:1-2 Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? He who walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart;
(1) He convinces us believers that not only is Christ Himself righteous, but that He is the Righteousness of God provided for all who accept Him

(2) 1Co 1:30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God--and righteousness and sanctification and redemption--
(3) Php 3:9, 2Co 5:21
c) Judgment - Jesus, through His sufferings, death and resurrection condemned and overthrew Satans dominion, the final act taking place after the Millennium (Rev 20:10) when Satan will be judged to live eternally in the Lake of Fire

2. He convicts the unbeliever of the sin of unbelief and convinces the believer of righteousness

B. Adoption - to bear witness we are children of God

1. Ro 8:15-16 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, Abba, Father. The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit we are children of God
a) Because of sin through Adam, all men created by God have become sons of the devil 

(1) Jn 8:44 You are of your father the devil and the desires of you father you want to do
(2) 1Jn 3:8
b) God is not the Father of all men; He is the Creator of all men and will be the judge of all men, but He is the Father only of those who have become His children through adoption (1Jn 5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one)

2. Adoption is made up of two Greek words meaning to place and son (to place as a son)

a) It came from a Roman term - a legal practice whereby a person takes into his family a child not his own with the purpose of treating him and giving him all the privileges of an own son

b) The Jews were not familiar with the practice because the Jewish practice was the brother of a dead man raised his children but they were familiar with the term

3. The Holy Spirit gives us a new nature; consequently, we are adopted by status and by heart

4. It is the Holy Spirit who places believing sinners in the family as adult sons (1Jn 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God
5. Only when our mortal body has been glorified at the rapture will we possess all our son ship involves (we cannot now because our mortal body cannot bear the glory)

C. Justification 

1. 1Co 6:11 And such were some of you: but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God
2. Definition: To declare guiltless

3. God does the justifying (the planner); its done by the instrument of the blood of Jesus (the vessel); and brought to us by the Holy Spirit (the action player)

4. Justification is initially by faith and we continue to be justified by our conduct and works

5. Justification and righteousness are translations of the same Greek root, not the same Greek word

a) We become righteous by being justified

6. Justification is unchangeable; it is not subject to circumstances

7. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to bring to us the revelation of what has been done for us by the blood of Jesus--we are guiltless in Gods eyes

D. Regeneration
1. Tit 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit
2. Definition:

a) Regeneration means to create anew, to restore

b) It is two-fold; the giving spiritual life to those who are spiritually dead (have not accepted Jesus as Lord & Savior) and the giving of a new nature
(1) Ro 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord
3. The first part of regeneration--the giving of spiritual life (to create anew, to restore) restoring life God intended for man before Adam transgressed

a) Eph 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins
b) Jn 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life...
c) Jn 3:5-6, 2Co 3:6 (reference)

d) The Spirit gives life by imparting it through the Word

(1) 1Pe 1:23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God, which lives and abides forever
(2) Ja 1:18 (reference)

e) Regeneration takes place when we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior (Titus 3:5)

4. The second part of regeneration--the giving of a new nature (Gods nature)

a) 2Pe 1:4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust
b) The old nature will not receive the things of God (1Co 2:14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him;  nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned)

c) In the regeneration of our nature, our thoughts, affections and will (the whole inward man) are transformed

d) Regeneration is not conversion

(1) Conversion is a turning around of the outward man

(2) Regeneration is the turning around of the inward 

(3) There can be no conversion without regeneration

E. Sanctification (to make holy)

1. 1Co 6:11 ...but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of God
2. Definition

a) A separation to God and a life corresponding to that separation

b) Its the relationship with God entered by faith in Jesus

c) Its the separation of the believer from evil things and ways

3. Six truths about sanctification

a) It is Gods will for believers

b) It must be learned from God

c) It is His purpose in calling us

d) It must be pursued by believers

e) It is accomplished little by little as a result of obedience to the Word and by following the guidance of the Holy Spirit

f) It grows as we grow in the Word

4. There are two stages of sanctification--positional and progressive

a) 2Ti 1:9 (Amp) For it is He who...called us with a calling in itself holy (positional) and leading to holiness (progressive)
b) We gradually gain more of the character of God in experience through the Holy Spirits work of sanctification; therefore, we become saints in experience as well as in position

c) Positional sanctification 

(1) The Holy Spirit on behalf of God setting willing unbelievers apart, taking them out of the first Adam and placing them in the second Adam, Jesus

(2) It is the ministry of the Holy Spirit to the unsaved and occurs when a person becomes born again

d) Progressive sanctification
(1) The Holy Spirit producing in believers a life consistent with their new position

(2) This is the process of gradually becoming more like Jesus

(3) It is the ongoing ministry work of the Holy Spirit to the believer

(4) Php 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure
F. The four-fold work to change us to be more Christlike
1. 2Co 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed (changed) into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord
2. Eph 3:14-19 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that (1) Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that (2) you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the (3) width and length and depth and height--to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that (4)  you may be filled with all the fullness of God
a) Dwell - to dwell down deep -- It is the work of the Holy Spirit to form the living Christ in the deepest depths of our being

b) It is the work of the Holy Spirit to root and ground us in love -- Ro 13:10 tells us that love is the fulfillment of the law

c) It is the work of the Holy Spirit to give us the understanding of the width, length, depth and height of Christs love for us and it is only through His power we can appreciate and understand it

d) It is the work of the Holy Spirit to have us experience all God has and all God is so we might be filled with all the fullness of  Him

G. To engraft His fruit into us so that we can obtain Jesus grace of character
1. Gal 5:22-23 lists the fruit of the spirit--love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance

2. Eph 5:9 tells us how the fruit grows--For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth
3. If the Holy Spirit is given control of our lives, this is the fruit He will bear in us

4. Submitting ourselves totally to the Holy Spirit to do His work and bearing His fruit is sanctification of the Spirit

5. His fruit grows more and more in our lives as we submit ourselves more and more to Him

H. To produce hope within us
1. Ro 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit
a) We are filled with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit

b) God is the author of hope

c) It is imparted to us through the Holy Spirit

2. Ro 15:4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope (The Word is the source of hope)

3. What is hope?  We need to understand what it is

a) A trust, reliance, confidence

b) It has to do with the unseen and future (Ro 8:24-25 For we were saved in hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance
c) It is the anchor of the soul in the middle of the storms of life

(1) Hope is to the soul what faith is to the spirit

(2) In order to have faith, you must have hope; to become hopeless is to become faithless

d) One definition of hope is a cord as in an attachment -- hope is the cord that connects our faith with God

4. Hope is as important to our Christian life as faith is--it takes building faith on our hope that causes the word to work in our lives

I. To pour out the love of God in our hearts (Ro 5:5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God as been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us
J. To guide us
1. Jn 16:13 ...when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come
2. Ro 9:1 (Amp) I am speaking the truth in Christ. I am not lying; my conscience (enlightened and prompted) by the Holy Spirit, bearing witness with me
a) Conscience is the voice of mans spirit

b) This is how our guidance comes

3. Acts 8:29, 11:12 (two Biblical examples of Holy Spirit guidance)

4. The Holy Spirits guidance will always be clear

5. How to receive His guidance

a) You must be willing to do Gods will at any cost to you

b) Ask for it

c) Expect it

d) Follow it step by step (you need not know the whole of it at once)

IV. The outward works - When He comes upon us He brings the power for service and gifts and their uses for the work in the ministry

A. Infilling of the Holy Spirit
1. Eph 5:18 ...be filled with the Spirit
a) Being filled with the Holy Spirit and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit are not synonymous although we use these terms that way

b) There are two Greek words for to fill

(1) Pleroo - to take possession of

(2) Pimplemi - Thayer says ...what wholly takes possession of the mind is said to fill it (our mind is part of our soul)

c) Another translation for Eph 5:18 Be controlled by the Spirit
2. What to be filled with the Spirit means

a) It is more than receiving the Holy Spirit in us at our New Birth

b) It is more than receiving the power for ministry we receive with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

c) It is the Holy Spirit taking possession of our spirit and control of our soul (mind, will and emotions) and bringing them into the place of obedience and conformity to the Word

d) The Holy Spirit must be allowed control of our soul so that it can agree with our human spirit over our body so that our spirit man can be in full control

(1) The spirit man is fully submitted to the Holy Spirit living within

3. We are to continually be filled with the Spirit

B. The anointing
1. In the Old Testament days it was customary in hot climates to anoint the body with oil to protect it from excessive perspiration

a) When mixed with perfume, the oil imparted a refreshing and invigorating sensation

b) Athletes anointed their bodies before running a race

c) This better equipped the body for action

2. Oil is a symbolic word for the Holy Spirit

a) God anoints us with the Holy Spirit so that we can engage more freely and powerfully in His service and run the way He directs

b) The anointing is giving the Holy Spirit control of us

3. Our anointing is the coming of the Holy Spirit to reside in us providing the potential equipment for our service as priests

a) 1Jn 2:20,27 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you,  you will abide in Him
b) When He comes upon us and we are filled with Him, allowing Him control over our lives, we receive the power for this service

4. God placed the Holy Spirit upon Jesus to equip Him for His ministry - Lk 3:22
a) Acts 10:38 God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed

b) Is 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound
c) The anointing became a factor resulting in power only as Jesus depended on the Spirit to minister to and through Him

5. We are given the anointing for the same purpose and it operates through us in the same way

a) 2Co 1:21,22 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee
b) The Holy Spirit is envious of any control our flesh has over us and desires to control our thoughts, words and deeds (Ja 4:5 Or do you think that the Scriptures says in vain, The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously?)
c) We are to yield all of us to the Spirits control, depend upon Him for guidance, teaching and strength and then the potential power resident in the anointing will be operating through us

C. He calls and sends us into definite lines of work
1. Acts 13:2-4 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.
2. How to receive the call

a) Desire it

b) Earnestly seek it

c) Wait upon the Lord for it

d) Expect it

D. He physically leads
1. Mt 4:1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil
2. Lk 2:27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple...
E. He gives gifts
1. 1Co 12:4, 7-11
TOPIC 7:    The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
I. Introduction

A. We have talked about the two-fold work of the Holy Spirit when He comes in you and upon you giving you the ability to be completely filled with Him---meaning to be completely submitted and controlled by Him

B. In this lesson we will talk more about what this means

II. History

A. Jesus

1. Mk 1:9-11 - when the Holy Spirit descended like a dove on Jesus when He was water baptized by John the Baptist, there was a new relationship with the Holy Spirit no other man had ever had

a) Jesus had the Holy Spirit dwelling in Him from the day He was born because He never sinned

b) No other man had the Holy Spirit dwelling in him at that time

c) When the Holy Spirit came upon Him, He remained permanently

d) In the Old Testament He would come and go on the saints to empower them for a particular ministry, but He never permanently remained

2. By dwelling in and on Jesus, He gave Jesus a fullness of Himself no other man had had

3. When the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus, Jesus supernatural ministry began

4. In the Life of Christ course, it was emphasized that the key to Jesus successful ministry was being totally submitted to the Holy Spirit and allowing Him control in His life to the point that Jesus always obeyed the Holy Spirits voice immediately

B. His disciples

1. After Jesus Resurrection, His disciples believed in Him and became Born Again

a) To my knowledge, it is not quite clear when this actually took place

b) There are many different opinions

c) But we do know for certain it did take place

2. In Mt 3:11 and other places in the Bible (Mk 1:8, Lk 3:16, Jn 1:33, Acts 1:5), it is recorded that Jesus told them He would baptize them with the Holy Spirit and with fire

3. On the Day of Pentecost recorded in Acts 2:4 this event took place

a) The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in unknown tongues, a supernatural event

b) This was the Churchs entrance into the supernatural realm

4. Now his disciples had the same relationship with the Holy Spirit Jesus had had when He lived on earth, and they were able to continue the same, supernatural ministry He began

C. Jesus wants all of His followers to walk in this same supernatural power (Jn 14:12 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to the Father)
III. Baptism of the Holy Spirit and infilling of the Spirit

A. Requirement--there is only one requirement; to have received Jesus as Lord and Savior

1. Gods plan was for believers to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit immediately after becoming born again

2. This would enable us to be filled with the Spirit from the first moments of our New Birth

B. Benefits

1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit gives the believer a greater manifestation of the presence of God and His supernatural power

a) Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth
b) Why--it give the believer the ability to be filled with the Holy Spirit (to be totally submitted to and controlled by Him) resulting in a deeper fellowship with Him

(1) Note: I said gives the ability; it is not automatic

(2) There are things we have to do to be filled

(3) We have to submit to the Holy Spirit and allow Him control in our lives

(4) We have to immediately be obedient to His voice

2. The baptism of the Holy Spirit gives the believer 

a) Power over sin in his life and the ability to live a Christian life

b) Power to witness

c) Power to preach the Gospel with signs and wonders following

3. 1Co 2:4 Paul states what being filled with the Spirit did for him; my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power
C. Purpose

1. We receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit for the purpose of manifesting God to the world

2. The nine gifts of the Spirit, which this course is about, are given to us at the time the Holy Spirit comes upon us to be used for the world and to bless the world

3. We receive Gods power to do the works of God; His works are to flow through us as vessels to do the ministry work God wants done here on earth

IV. The Bible evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is tongues 

A. Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance
B. It always follows, but sometimes it does not follow immediately

1. There are several reasons why tongues will not occur immediately

2. Ignorance, fear, wrong teaching

C. God will not force a believer to speak

1. He has to allow himself to be under the control of the Holy Spirit in him

2. He has to submit to His using his vocal chords to speak through him

D. Everyone receives differently; it may be one utterance, a few utterances, or a flow of utterances

1. Tongues is not to puff up a believer and have him believe he is better than someone who does not speak in tongues

2. It is not only the Bible evidence God has given us of the power He has placed in us

3. It is also a tool He has given us to use for His purposes

a) To build and strengthen our spirit - Jude 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit
(1) When we pray in the Spirit we are built up because we are praying directly to God (1Co 14:2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in his spirit he speaks mysteries)
(2) This is a divine, supernatural way our spirits can come into direct communication with God

b) To help us in praying - Ro 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered
(1) By praying in tongues, we allow the Holy Spirit to pray through us prayers that agree with the perfect will of God

(2) So when we dont know how to pray for a certain person or situation, we can pray in tongues and the Holy Spirit makes intercession for us with a perfect prayer in line with Gods perfect will

(3) These groanings which cannot be uttered include prayer in other tongues (1Co 14:4 Amp For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit by the Holy Spirit within me prays, but my mind in unproductive)
c) As a means of worship - 1Co 14:17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified
(1) Speaking in tongues is also a way of giving thanks and praise to God

(2) This scripture says that man who speak in tongues gives thanks well; he himself is praising God, even though this particular way of giving thanks does not edify the others around him because they do not understand it

TOPIC 8:     How To Be Led By the Spirit
I. Introduction

A. There are many scriptural ways we can be led, some of them being 

1. The written Bible, Fleece

2. Prophetic Word

3. Audible voice, Dreams/visions

4. However, we are mainly led by a still small voice that comes from within us

B. There are many voices we hear

1. Voice of the world

2. Voice of the devil

3. Voice of God

4. Also each of our three-part being (spirit, soul, body) has a voice we hear

a) Body - flesh

b) Soul - intellect

c) Spirit - conscience

II. What we want to train ourselves to do is to know the voice of God and to know where to listen for His voice

A. God uses our human spirit to guide us

1. Every human spirit has a voice whether they are born again or not

2. That voice is called our conscience or intuition (an inner voice of guidance)

3. When we become born again, our human spirit becomes regenerated

4. The Holy Spirit comes to dwell in our spirit and gives us the life and nature of God

5. God through the Holy Spirit uses our conscience (the voice of our human spirit) to guide us

a) We are used to listening to it (Example: a child)

b) This is how He can use it and why He uses it

B. The believers conscience ( the voice of his spirit) becomes the voice of the Holy Spirit, the still small voice that comes from within

1. Jn 16:13 - the Holy Spirit speaks not of Himself but only what He hears

2. Ro 9:1 (Amp) my conscience, enlightened by the Holy Spirit
III. How to train ourselves to listen to that voice

A. Meditate in the Word - Josh 1:8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success
B. Practice the Word - Ja 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves
C. Give the Word first place in your life - Prov 4:20-22 My son, give attention to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the midst of your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to all their flesh
D. Instantly obey the voice of the Spirit
IV. How to know the voice of the Spirit

A. Distinguishing between the mind and the spirit

1. Satan communicates through our mind and God communicates through our spirit

a) Because of this, its important to learn to distinguish what is coming from our mind and what is coming from our spirit

(1) It is knowledge of the Word of God that gives us the ability to distinguish

(2) Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit...
(3) The more Word we have in us, the more we will be able to distinguish what is coming from our mind and what is coming from our spirit

(4) The Holy Spirit, who is the still small voice coming from our spirit, will always agree with the Word

2. Also, we purify our mind by obeying the Spirit 

a) 1Pe 1:22 Since you have purified your souls (mind, will and emotions) in obeying the truth through the Spirit...
b) The more we instantly obey the still small voice in us, the less Satan will be able to use our minds to convince us not to obey that voice

B. Inner peace

1. Col 3:15 (Amp) Let the peace from Christ act as your umpire (guide) continually in your hearts (inner man) deciding and settling with finality all questions that arise in your mind
2. Ro 8:6 ...to be spiritually minded (led by the Spirit) is life and peace
3. Is 26:3 You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You
V. Developing hearing the voice of the Spirit

A. Understand you hear His voice by faith

1. Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please (God)
2. You have to believe by faith you hear His voice and act on it -- God will back you up

B. Confess you hear His voice

1. Jn 10:3-5 I hear His voice and I follow Him because I know His voice and a strangers I will not follow
C. Practice hearing His voice

1. I know Rons voice and no one can deceive me into thinking Im not hearing his voice when I am

2. Why--because I have listened to it for over 30 years

3. It is the same with the voice of the Holy Spirit--the more you hear it, the easier it is to distinguish it

4. Practice hearing His voice--grocery store

TOPIC 9:     Introduction to the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
I. History of the Pentecostal Movement

A. When John, the last of the 12 Apostles died, the emphasis on spiritual gifts slowly diminished and became outdated

1. However, there was never a time in history when the gifts were not in operation

2. A highly esteemed early 20th century Swiss historian wrote about the gifts manifesting during the Dark Ages

3. Every time there has been revival, the supernatural working of the gifts have been in manifestation

B. Early in the 1900's outpourings of the Spirit in the United States, Europe and other parts of the world spread and merged into a worldwide spiritual renewal 

1. This renewal became known as the Pentecostal Movement or Pentecostal Renewal

2. During this movement, the existence of Pentecostal churches began

C. From the 1950's through 1970's, spiritual gifts infiltrated mainline denominations

1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of tongues and miraculous healings were experienced by those of mainline denominations

2. This became known as the Charismatic Movement or Charismatic Renewal

D. Since the devil was unable to hold back revival and its truth any longer, he now tries to make it unacceptable because of misuse or misunderstanding

E. This is why it is necessary to understand what the gifts are and their purpose

II. Introduction

A. 1Co 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant

1. Spiritual gifts cannot be earned

a) They are called gifts because they are given to the Church by God so that every believer might profit or benefit 

b) 1Co 12:7 the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all
2. Actually, the word gifts is in italics in 1Co 12:1 which means it was not in the original Greek

a) It would be more correct to read the verse Now concerning operations of the Spirit 
b) The gifts are not gifts in the sense as a present is a gift that belongs to someone

c) If they were, they would belong to us and we could operate them whenever we wanted to

d) But spiritual gifts are not in our control but belong to the Holy Spirit and are given to the Church to be manifested through individual believers as the Spirit wills (1Co 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He will
B. Definition: Gifts of the Spirit are divine communications transmitted from God through the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ, the Church
C. There are two main purposes for the gifts

1. The work of Christ can be done (Jn 14:12 Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also, and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father)
a) We cannot do the works of Jesus by human strength, so weve been given the necessary spiritual power to do them

(1) Acts 1:8 You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you...
(2) When the Holy Spirit comes upon us were able to continue the works of Jesus with remarkable similarity

b) The baptism of the Holy Spirit is power for Christian service

2. To profit the whole Church, not the individuals through which the gifts manifest

D. Love is the force that makes them fruitful

E. The Holy Spirit is responsible for distributing the gifts; we are responsible for exercising them under the leading of the Holy Spirit

III. The relationship of the gifts and the fruit of the Spirit    (Discuss diagrams)

A. The fruit are related to the inward work of the Holy Spirit 

1. They pertain to our Christian living and are part of the way the Holy Spirit ministers to us

2. They have to do with 

a) The way we live

b) The way we relate to others

c) The way we show Jesus nature

B. The gifts are related to the outward works of the Holy Spirit

1. They pertain to our Christian service and are part of the way the Holy Spirit ministers through us

C. The gifts are as essential for Christian service as the fruit are for Christian living

1. They cannot work independent of each other

2. They are in agreement with and complement each other

D. The fruit are primary; the gifts attend the fruit

1. A person can be a Christian without acknowledging the gifts

2. A person cannot be a Christian without bearing the fruit

IV. The Gifts

A. 1Co 12:1-14
1. This passage is written to the corporate church

2. The whole Church as a group is to covet these things

a) As the whole group covets them, the Holy Spirit will divide to every man as He wills

b) Not every man is going to operate in all the gifts even though he has the ability

(1) Vs. 8 For to one... (not everyone)

(2) The gifts are given by the Holy Spirit as needed for particular ministry

B. The categories of the gifts

1. The reason we divide the gifts into various categories is to help us in studying & understanding them. However many times they overlap in their use as you will see as we study them

2. General

a) There are three primary categories

(1) Revelation gifts

(2) Power gifts
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(3) Vocal (inspiration) gifts

b) Within each of the three categories, there are three subgroups

(1) Revelation gifts - reveal something

(a) Word of wisdom

(b) Word of knowledge

(c) Discerning of spirits

(2) Power gifts - do something

(a) Gift of faith

(b) Working of miracles

(c) Gifts of healing

(3) Vocal gifts - say something

(a) Gift of prophecy

(b) Gift of tongues

(c) Interpretation of tongues

(4) Each category is distinguished from the others by the work God is doing through it -- in each category He is doing something separate and distinct from the others

c) It is by operating through these three categorical areas that the Church becomes an invincible force, stronger than any power known on the face of the earth

3. The revelation gifts

a) Through these gifts, God reveals His truth to us

b) There are certain facts and events which man cannot have complete knowledge by his physical senses but only by divine revelation

4. The power gifts

a) Through these gifts God imparts His own divine powers and abilities to man

b) They involve a supernatural ability and energy which man does not naturally possess

c) Within this group is found the only gift which is plural--the gifts of healing--which will be explained later

5. The vocal gifts

a) Through these gifts God brings His anointing and blessing to the Church

b) These gifts have to do with corporate worship, not personal worship

c) 1Co 14:3 gives the total blessing of these gifts: edification, exhortation and comfort

6. Each of the nine gifts in these three categories are distinct and individual, but they are so linked and interlinked together by the Holy Spirit that it is sometimes difficult to determine exactly which gift is in manifestation

a) The word of wisdom and the word of knowledge frequently manifest together

b) The gift of prophecy often has in it a word of wisdom or a word of knowledge

c) Interpretation of tongues can only operate in combination with the gift of tongues

d) Discerning of spirits is essential for gifts of healing and the working of miracles

e) The gift of faith will and often does work with all the other nine gifts

7. A frequent question that is asked is Can someone who is born again but does not claim to have the Baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of tongues operate in the gifts?

a) The answer: There are times a people who do not meet this criteria will have a witness from God in their spirits of certain things or can pray for someone to be healed or receive a miracle and they do but not to the same extent as a spirit-filled believer will 

b) The Lord is able to use anyone

8. We will spend the next several lessons studying each gift individually

TOPIC 10:     Revelation Gifts -- Word of Wisdom
I. General

A. Definition - A supernatural revealing of the divine purposes of God dealing with the future (the key word is future)

1. Its a divine communication, a message to the Church or an individual from God, given by the Holy Spirit through a variety of avenues

a) When given to the Church corporate, it is given by a believer

b) It is given to an indiviual by various means--well discuss this later

c) God uses a word of wisdom to help us in many different things as He gives us a glimpse into the things He has for us in the future

2. A word of wisdom is not a gift of wisdom, its a word of wisdom

a) A word of Gods wisdom is just that, a word; it is a fragment of His wisdom just as a word is a fragment of a sentence

b) It is a portion of Gods wisdom given to a person in his life for a particular purpose

(1) Ex. Ac 23:11 But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, Be of good cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at Rome."

(2) Notice that the Lord didnt tell Paul all that was going to happen to him in Rome; it was just a word of wisdom, not the whole plan

(3) At that time Paul had no idea of all the perils he would have to endure (shipwreck, biten by a poisonous snake, etc) before reaching Rome nor did he know he would be a prisoner in Rome

3. It always deals with the future

4. When He gives a word of His wisdom, Hes revealing something that has not yet come to pass

B. God is all wise which means He knows the total past, the total present and the total future all at the same time

1. When He gives a message to the Church through one of His servants, He has made that person wise in one matter but not wise concerning all things

2. When a person receives a word of wisdom to give, he doesnt suddenly become a know-it-all

C. A word of wisdom has no relationship to a persons natural knowledge

1. A person who has a PhD degree or a person who has never graduated from high school can both operate in this gift successfully

D. This gift in part unveils the purposes of God on earth

1. Paul explains it this way in 1Co 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory
2. The word of wisdom involves speaking things we would not normally or naturally know

II. Examples in the Old Testament

A. Noah - Gen 6:12-13 So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. And God said to Noah, The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
1. Noah knew for 120 years before it happened that God would destroy the earth

2. This is the gift of a word of wisdom functioning in Noah

B. Ezekiel was given wisdom about the future that has not yet come to pass in Ez 38 - 39
1. He was told that an army from the north would come against the country of unwalled villages

2. In his day there were no unwalled villages; walls were built around every village in Israel for protection

3. Today Israel is a country of unwalled villages and this word of wisdom has yet to be fulfilled

III. Example in the New Testament

A. Paul in Acts 23 (we discussed this example earlier)

B. Jesus in Mt 24, Lk 21, Mk 13 foretold of the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem which happened nearly 40 years later

IV. A word of wisdom can come through many avenues

A. An audible voice - an example is Moses receiving the Law (Ex 20)

B. A prophetic utterance - through someone operating in the gift of prophecy

1. Ex. Acts 11 - Paul was in Caesarea at Philip, the evangelists home, and a prophet named Agabus came from Judea & took Pauls belt & bound his hands & feet with it and said So shall the Jews in Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt & deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles

C. A dream - an example is when Joseph saw his brothers bowing down to him in a dream which happened years later (Gen 37)

D. A vision - an example Ac 16:9-10 (read)

1. The vision did not tell him why he was to go but Paul was obedient to immediately go to Macedonia

2. Vs. 10 says they thought they were to go and preach the gospel there, but it did not turn out they way they thought he was going to (elaborate)

E. Caught up in the Spirit - an example is when John when the entire Book of Revelation flashed before him

F. My example: Ron beginning work at Victory; praying for girl not pregnant

V. There is a distinction between the simple vocal gift of prophecy in the New Testament and a word of wisdom

A. The simple gift of prophecy edifies, exhorts and comforts; it does not foretell the future

B. If a prophecy foretells the future, it is a word of wisdom operating through the gift of prophecy

VI. Summary

A. The devil has a counterfeit for everything and he has one for the word of wisdom

1. People who claim to read the future are counterfeiting what God wants to do through His people here on earth

2. If we, the Church, were moving in the revelation gifts as we ought to, there would be no need for fortune tellers, palm readers, ouji boards or anyone else the devil uses to deceive the world

3. There is much witchcraft today because the Church has not properly operated in our weapons of warfare given us by God to counteract Satans counterfeits

B. Through the gift of words of wisdom, God makes us wise to the future and we can know what is going to take place

1. Rather than worry about it or work at making what He tells us come to pass, we merely let it function and it happens exactly as God has told us

2. One thing we can do if we have gotten a word of wisdom about the future is thank the Lord for it in our prayer time and then pray in tongues over it which will bring it from the spiritual world into the natural world

TOPIC 10:     Revelation Gifts -- Word of Knowledge
I. General

A. Definition - A supernatural revealing of a fact dealing with the past or present
1. It deals with something that exists either in the past or in the present

2. Through this gift God reveals to one of His servants by the Holy Spirit something which now exists or did exist on earth

3. The gift of a word of knowledge does not refer to knowledge which is gained by study or observation or by learning or experiencing in the natural world

4. To be a word of knowledge it must be something which the person could not have known naturally--something his eyes had not seen nor his ears heard

5. Normally it would have to do with meeting an emergency

a) God wouldnt reveal such a thing if there were no real purpose in doing so

B. God knows everything but He doesnt reveal everything to man

1. He gives him just a part of what He knows

2. God gives us a word; often its not the complete answer

3. He tells us only what He wants us to know (we have to accept that and trust Him)

II. Examples in the Bible

A. Elijah - 1Kg 19:14-18   

1. In a period of his life when he was discouraged, Elijah was talking with God and said by his natural knowledge that he was the only prophet left in the country

2. All the rest had been killed

3. But God spoke a word of knowledge to him and revealed that there were 7000 more who had not bowed their knees to Baal which was a word of encouragement to Elisha

4. Elijah in the natural knew nothing about these servants, so God used the word of knowledge to reveal it to him to encourage him

B. Naaman - 2Kg 5:20-27
1. Naaman was a wealthy Syrian general who had come to Elisha and was healed of leprosy

2. He wanted to give Elisha a gift, but Elisha wouldnt receive it

3. Gehazi, Elishas servant, decided to take the gift and ran after Naamans chariot

4. Gehazi told Naaman Elisha had changed his mind and would take the gift to give to two men who had come a long distance and needed money and clothes

5. Naaman gave Gehazi what he asked for

6. Gehazi had no intention of telling Elisha about it

7. Elisha confronted Gehazi and said Did not my spirit go right along with you?  Did not I see the whole thing that happened?

8. The gift of the word of knowledge was operating through Elisha

III. A word of knowledge can come through many avenues

A. A vision - Acts 9:10-12 (Paul and Ananias)

B. Inward revelation - Ron and his lost keys

C. Gift of prophecy - BJD and man in service (1982)

D. Tongues and interpretation
IV. Use with other gifts

A. The word of wisdom and the word of knowledge often work together - Acts 9:10-16
1. Vs. 12 - word of knowledge

2. Vs. 15 - word of wisdom

B. When something is revealed about the past or present through the gift of prophecy, it is a word of knowledge operating together with this gift

TOPIC 10:     Revelation Gifts -- Discerning of Spirit
I. Definition - A supernatural insight into the spirit world and the comprehending of the human spirit supernaturally revealed by the Holy Spirit.  The spirit world includes God (plural), angels, Satan and demons
A. The operation of this gift can be very valuable in the local church when it is used properly

B. It can enable the pastor of a church to choose the right men and women for his leadership and for positions of responsibility

C. Discerning of spirits and the word of knowledge work so closely together at times that it is hard to distinquish between the two gifts

1. One way of distinguishing between them is that many times the Holy Spirit will open our spiritual eyes to see the spirit and then reveal by the word of knowledge what it is we are seeing

2. But that is not always the case as we will see in the examples were going to talk about

D. Although the discerning of spirits is helpful in seeing into the spiritual realm, the ultimate purpose of this gift is to recognize the presence of Satan in an individuals life and deliver him from Satans grasp and to differentiate between true and false because there are times when someone might seem to be used of the Lord when actually it is the work of an evil spirit 

II. What it is not

A. It is not related to anything natural and has nothing to do with the realm of the mind

B. It is not discerning between good and evil--every child of God should be able to tell the difference between good and evil

C. It is not a sixth sense, thought reading, psychoanalysis or ESP

D. It is not the gift of discernment; there is no such gift

E. It is not a discernment of things but of spirits

F. It is not the gift of suspicion- suspecting a person of being a certain way when he is not

III. There are three areas in which this gift can operate--the divine, the demonic, and the human spirit

A. Divine

1. We can discern the likeness of God (Is 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple
2. We can discern Jesus (Rev 1:12-15 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw...One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many water
3. We can discern the Holy Spirit (Rev 4:1 - John saw the Holy Spirit as seven spirits before the throne of God. He was seeing in the spirit realm these seven aspects of the Holy Spirit)

4. We can discern Gods angels (Acts 11:13 And he told us how he had seen an angel standing in his house, who said to him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname is Peter)

B. We can discern evil spirits - Acts 16:16-18
C. We can discern the thoughts and motives of the human heart - Acts 8:9-13, 18-23

IV. Examples

A. Jesus

1. When Jesus was ministering on earth, He was filled with love, compassion and mercy

2. There was no judgment or wrath in Him

3. Keeping this in mind, lets look how he operated in the gift of discerning of spirits

4. Mt 16:21-23
a) Notice that Jesus didnt rebuke Peter but instead addressed the evil spirit directly

b) Jesus discerned by the gift of discerning of spirits and a word of knowledge working together that the spirit influencing Peter was a device of Satan to try to discourage him and divert him from his purpose for coming to earth -- to die on the cross for mans sins

5. Lk 4:33-36
a) Notice first of all that the man with the unclean spirit was in the synagogue (the church); we can find unclean spirits in the church

b) Again Jesus spoke directly to the demon

c) He didnt look on the man as someone who had a mental problem but he went directly to the source of the mans disturbed condition--Jesus knew the man would accept his deliverance

d) He could only know these things by the discerning of spirits and a word of knowledge

e) Sometimes a person is mentally ill and will not be delivered by speaking to the spirit; the Holy Spirit will always let us know

B. Acts 16:16-18
1. Evidently there was little about this young girl to indicate she was not a believer

2. She followed Paul and his group around for several days which seemingly would signify she was in accord with their ministry

3. She testified that they were the servants of God who showed the way of salvation

4. Everything looked right on the outside

5. The fact that Paul allowed this to go on for several days would lead us to believe that he was not aware of her condition--he did not discern the evil spirit until the Holy Spirit moved upon him

6. Her activity was governed by the evil spirit within her, but she carried it out

a) The human being does the acting and the person through whom the HS moves with the gift of discerning of spirits discerns whether it is a right spirit or a wrong spirit the person is acting upon

C. Acts 8:9-13, 18-23
1. Simon the sorcerer had been baptized with water and had witnessed the miracles taking place; by every indication he was a good young Christian

2. Philip and the others in the group hadnt discerned any wrong spirit in him because they let him join them

3. In the natural a person who heard a baby Christian wanting to buy the power of God would think he didnt understand the things of the Lord and would state the impossibility of buying the power of God and explain how you do receive it

4. But Peter discerned the presence of an evil spirit and Simon asking the question because of a wrong heart motive

5. Peter didnt spare Simons feelings but told him his heart wasnt right and he needed to repent and if he didnt he could expect Gods judgment

6.  Vs. 23 "For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity."

a) We dont know if Peter actually saw a demonic being of bitterness on or in Simon or he was given a word of knowledge that the evil spirit was bitterness

b) Either way it is the discerning of spirits operating through Peter that reveiled this

D. Personal examples: 

TOPIC 11:     Power Gifts -- Gift of Faith

Introduction to the Power Gifts
The second category of gifts is the power gifts: the gift of faith, the working of miracles and the gifts of healing

I. General

A. There are different kinds of faith

1. Saving faith

a) Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God
b) This faith is in operation when a person hears the Gospel, believes it and accepts Jesus in his heart and is saved

2. Fruit of faith - Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith (faithfulness), gentleness, self-control...
a) The fruit of faith is actually faithfulness

b) It deals with our character, the gift of faith deals with the power of God

3. General faith - Mk 11:24 Therefore, I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them
a) This is the faith by which we ordinarily receive answers to prayer

b) Answers come because you believe God and His Word by faith

4. Natural faith - Ro 12:3 ...God has dealt to each man a measure of faith
a) Every person has been given a measure of faith

b) This is the kind of faith a farmer has when he sows seed. He plants the seed believing (having faith) that it will grow into a healthy crop

B. Definition - Gods bringing to pass a supernatural change
1. It is a special faith that supernaturally achieves what is impossible to achieve in the natural

a) Acts that take place through the gift of faith cant be explained and cant normally be done by a human

b) There is no human strength involved in it

2. The gift of faith has to do with the functioning of God in you and through you but with no human strength involved on your part

a) In whatever area it works, it works independent of you

b) You do nothing about it; God does it all for you

C. It can operate in areas of divine protection and divine provision

D. It is unlimited because God is the source of its energy

II. Examples in the Bible

A. Elijah - 1Kg 17:2-6 when he was fed by the ravens -- supernatural provision

1. Its beyond human reasoning to think ravens would feed him

B. Daniel - Dan 6:16-23 in the lions den -- supernatural protection

1. Vs. 23 no manner of hurt was found on in because he believed God
2. Daniel did nothing yet he received the miracle of deliverance

III. Examples of the manifestation of the gift of faith and its working with other gifts

A. The gift of faith and the working of miracles

1. The gift of faith is given by the Spirit to believers to receive miracles whereas working of miracles is given by the Spirit to a believer so He might work miracles

a) The gift of faith is passive; the working of miracles is active

b) The gift of faith is a process; the working of miracles is an act

c) Many times they work together

2. Example:  Back in Russia

B. Raising of the dead

1. The twelve disciples were given the power to raise the dead

2. But they were the only group mentioned in the Bible who were given this power

a) The 70 were not given it

b) Nor in the Great Commission given as a charge to the Church found in Mk 15:16-18 do we see anything about raising the dead

3. Does this mean we are not to raise the dead?  No, it does not mean this
4. However, it must be the Holy Spirit telling us to do so because it takes the supernatural gifting of all three power gifts working together to raise the dead

a) Supernatural faith to call the spirit back when it has left the body

b) Working of miracles to raise the person

c) Gifts of healing to heal the person of what he/she died from to begin with

C. Casting out devils

1. Gift of faith and either discerning of spirits or word of knowledge

D. Laying on of hands

1. Anyone can believe with another with general faith to receive

2. But when it comes to the manifestation of something taking place through one individual to another by the laying on of hands, thats a power gift in action

3. If healing is manifested when laying on of hands, thats the gifts of healing in operation

4. If blessings are manifested such as being filled with the Spirit through the laying on of hands, thats the gift of faith

E. Supernatural blessings pronounced that can change the course of ones life

1. In the Old Testament a father imparted blessings to the oldest son that manifested through the gift of faith

TOPIC 11:     Power Gifts -- Working of Miracles
I. General

A. Definition - A supernatural demonstration of the power of God by which the laws of nature are altered, suspended or controlled
1. Greek words of working of miracles are energema and dunamis
a) Energema = energy

b) Dunamis = dynamite, acts of power

2. God doing something of an explosive nature

3. It is God working through a person, animal or some other instrument to do something that could not be done normally such as a donkey speaking or the sun standing still for 24 hours

4. It is operated by the strength and ability of the Holy Spirit and produces works of power

B. Sometimes we call things miracles that are not and by doing so, we might get a misconception of what a miracle is

1. Sometimes we call natural birth a miracle

a) As a figure of speech it is, but specifically it is not

b) Its an event that occurs in the ordinary course of nature the way God designed it

2. We speak about the new birth as being a miracle

a) Generally speaking it is, but not specifically

b) The new birth is as normal in the spiritual realm as natural birth is in the physical realm

c) It occurs just the way it ought to because that is the way God designed it

3. A true miracle is non-natural or beyond the ordinary in the eyes of man

C. An event is only a miracle in the eyes of man

1. God does not recognize a certain event as a miracle; its just an ordinary act to Him

2. When we receive our glorified bodies, the acts we consider to be miracles now will no longer be miracles; they will be perfectly normal

D. The difference between the gift of faith and the working of miracles

1. In the gift of faith God is working in our behalf but independent of us

a) We do nothing

b) God does the work for us, not through us

2. In the working of miracles the exact opposite is true--God uses us

a) God entrusts us with a strength or energy we dont normally have

b) It is the power of the Holy Spirit surging through us causing us to do or be something that is not normal or natural to our behavior

E. In healings many times miracles are received, but they are not the working of miracles; they are healing miracles

II. Uses for the working of miracles and Biblical examples

A. To bring deliverance to Gods people - the parting of the Red Sea  (Ex 14:15-16)

B. To provide for those in want - feeding of the 5000 (Jn 6:5-14)

C. To carry out divine judgment or discipline - Ananias and Sapphira (Ac 5:1-10)

1. Peter knew they had lied about the money by a word of knowledge

2. When he spoke what the Holy Spirit told him to and they fell dead, thats a working of miracles

D. To confirm the preaching of the Word - Elymas, the sorcerer (Ac 13:6-11)

1. Vs. 9-11 -- Paul spoke to Elymas what the Holy Spirit told him to say

2. Elymas became blind for a season through the working of miracles just as Paul said

E. My example: Ryan hanging, lost file in trash, VBI student money

TOPIC 11:     Power Gifts -- Gifts of Healing
I. General

A. Definition - God supernaturally healing the sick through a ministry anointed by the Holy Spirit
1. It is the supernatural healing of disease without a natural means of any source

B. This is the only gift which is plural

1. Jesus is the only person who possessed consistent, perfect gifts of healing in His ministry

a) Every manner of sickness and disease became healed under His ministry because all the gifts of healing were in manifestation because He had the Spirit without measure and operated under it to the fullest

b) We are daily becoming more yielded, but we are not fully yielded as Jesus was

2. There is said to be as many categories of diseases as there were the number of stripes Jesus took -- 39

a) Because we as individuals do not operate fully yielded to the Holy Spirit whereby allowing all the gifts of healing to operate through us, the Holy Spirit imparts the gift to heal one disease to one and another disease to another

b) Many of the evangelists during the Healing Revival of the 40's had success with certain diseases all the time and little success with other diseases

(1) Dave Robison = filling teeth

(2) Mark Turner = cancer

(3) Me = backs

II. There is a difference between the manifestation of gifts of healing and receiving a healing by faith in Gods Word

A. Gifts of healing

1. Kathryn Kuhlman is probably the greatest example I know who operated in the gifts of healing

a) She would call out a sickness or disease and would describe it perfectly and pronounce the person healed

b) Immediately the person described would have an instant change

2. Gifts of healing always comes through another person

B. Receiving a healing by faith in Gods Word 

1. Mk 11:24 ...whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them
2. When receiving healing by our own faith in the Word, healing comes directly from God and not through another person

III. Examples of gifts of healing

A. Ryans nose

B. Boy in Lutheran school

TOPIC 12:     Vocal Gifts - Gift of Prophecy
Introduction to the power gifts
I. The third category is known as the vocal or inspiration gifts and consist of the gift of prophecy, the gift of tongues and the interpretation of tongues

II. Gifts of tongues + interpretation of tongues = prophecy -- so there are actually two gifts that are equal and for the identical same purpose

III. Unlike the first two groups of spiritual gifts, the gifts in this third category are not the kind that change the world

IV. They are strictly for the benefit of the Church

V. They have a three-fold ministry; to edify, exhort and comfort

VI. They were designed for the purpose of strengthening and maturing Christians in spiritual matters and to help the Church be alive and powerful

VII. Definition - Supernatural words of edification, exhortation and comfort given by God in a known tongue
A. What it is not

1. Foretelling the future

a) Edify, exhort and comfort

b) Ac 21:9 talks about Philips four daughters who prophesied

c) They did not stand in the office of the prophet and foretell the future but had the ministry of edifying, exhorting and comforting the Church

2. To be used for guidance - one of the major ways it is misused

3. Preaching

a) To preach means to proclaim the Gospel

b) Preaching comes from the natural mind

c) Prophecy is the mind of the Holy Spirit speaking to us in a supernatural utterance

4. Rebuke

a) There is no element of rebuke in this gift, only encouragement

b) In the New Testament Church, correction comes not from prophecy but from preaching the Word

5. A ministry of criticism

a) It is not one persons opinion against another

b) It is a divine operation under God designed to warn men and women of sin or shortcomings

c) It can lift a Christian out of depression, negligence and lukewarmness

B. Three-fold purpose of prophecy -- edification, exhortation, comfort

1. Edification - to build up; promotion of spiritual growth; instruction, improvement esp. in morality

a) The root meaning of edification means to erect and strengthen as well as build up

b) It will build up the Church -- build up the spiritually weak and remove fear from the fearful

2. Exhortation - encouragement; an urging, advise, an earnest warning

a) Through this gift, the Holy Spirit will exhort the Church to holiness, consecration and separation from the world

b) It exhorts us to keep ourselves built up and strong in God

3. Comfort - consolation with tenderness; to give strength and hope to

a) This includes the healing of distress, sorrow, persecution and suffering

b) The Church today doesnt need sympathy or pity, it needs divine comfort from the Holy Spirit to bring Gods healing to hearts -- healing of the inner person, of memories, of sadness and of depression

C. The gift of prophecy should be functioning in every cell group meeting and every church service

1. It is a gift for the whole Church and should function in all our lives

2. Prophecy does not need to be spoken for the whole church to be functioning properly

3. Probably this gift more than all the others will be used on a one-on-one basis more than a word for the entire church -- remember it is used for edification, exhortation and comfort

VIII. Scriptural truths about the gift of prophecy

A. 1Co 14:32 the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets -- the possessor of the gift can control it

B. 1Co 14:29 Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge
1. There should be at most three messages of prophecy in a meeting

2. Even if a person feels he has a message, he should control himself from giving it if there have been three messages already

C. 1Co 14:30-31 But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged
1. Be willing to yield to someone else to speak

2. If two start speaking at the same time, be willing to stop and let the other one give his message

D. 1Co 14:33 God is not the author of confusion but peace -- this is how the gift is safeguarded and protected

E. 1Th 5:20 despise not prophesying -- it should be allowed in gatherings of believers

IX. Examples of using the gift

A. You are standing in a service and you turn around and your eye catches a person you do not know

1. As you look at the person, you feel an urging to go to that person and tell them how much God loves them

2. After the service you obey the urging and tell the person God loves them

3. That is a word of prophecy

B. You are in your prayer time praying in tongues and a person comes to mind

1. You feel the urge to call them because you sense something is wrong (word of knowledge)

2. When you call you find they are going through a difficulty

3. You tell them that as you were praying the Holy Spirit urged you to call them and encourage them

4. Thats a word of prophecy

TOPIC 12:     Vocal Gifts -- Gift of Tongues
I. General

A. The gift of tongues and the gift of interpretation of tongues are the only two gifts that were not in the Old Testament

B. They began to manifest at the beginning of the Church Age

C. Definition - The proclaiming in public meeting a message from God in a language not understood by the person giving it
1. It is a supernatural utterance from God through the Holy Spirit

2. It is directed through mans spirit and manifests as a spirit language, a divine and spiritual communication that is different from mans known language

a) This does not mean that when it is spoken it will not be understood by someone

b) Sometimes the tongues spoken although not known to the speaker is known to the hearer

c) This will be explained later

D. It is probably the most misunderstood of all the gifts

II. Some misunderstandings about tongues

A. Prayer language vs. gift of tongues - 1Co 14:2-4
1. Vs. 2 he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God    Vs. 4 he who speaks in a tongue edifies himself 
2. Vs. 3 he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men   Vs. 4 he who prophesies edifies the church
3. Tongues + interpretation = prophecy -- tongues does not = prophecy, tongues + interpretation = prophecy

4. In this passage we are seeing the difference between the gift of tongues an the prayer language that is given to every believer when he asks for it

a) When it says tongues in this passage, it is talking about our prayer language

b) When it says prophesies in this passage, it is talking about the gift of tongues and interpretation of tongues because they equal prophecy

5. It is through our prayer language that we communicate with God and build ourselves up

6. It is through the gift of tongues + interpretation that we edify, exhort and comfort men; edify the whole church

7. Although the ministry of the gift of tongues must always be followed with an interpretation, our prayer language does not need to be but it can be

a) When we are in our personal prayer time and are praying in tongues, we can ask God for the interpretation and He will give it to us

b) This is one way God uses to guide us

B. 1Co 12:27-31 - do all speak in tongues...earnestly desire the best gifts
1. This is talking about ministry tongues (gift of tongues) not prayer tongues (language)

2. When ministry tongues is operated, it must be followed by the interpretation of tongues

3. Ministry tongues is a public ministry that is to edify the body (1Co 14:3,4,23) therefore it is to be followed by an interpretation of tongues so that the Body will be edified

a) Tongues + interpretation = prophecy 

b) The definition of prophecy is to edify, exhort and comfort

4. Not everyone operates in the ministry gift of tongues

C. Ac 2:6-8 everyone heard them speak in his own language
1. The tongues that were spoken at this time was an unknown language to the one speaking it although others understood it

2. There are times for Gods purposes -- remember the utterance is from the Holy Spirit -- that man will understand what a person is saying in tongues

a) Why?

b) 1Co 14:22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them who believe, but to them who believe not
3. But there is only one time recorded in the Bible where they knew what was being said

4. Every other place in the Bible where it is recorded they spoke in tongues, they do not know what is being said

TOPIC 12:     Vocal Gifts -- Interpretation of Tongues
I. General

A. Definition - The supernatural interpretation or meaning of a gift of tongues by the Holy Spirit given through a person
B. Purpose: to supply an intelligible message to an unintelligible tongue

C. The ministry of this gift is to edify and build up

D. A person who operates in the gift of tongues should seek the gift of interpretation

1. 1Co 14:13 let him who speaks in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret
2. Why?  If you possess this gift and are in a gathering where there is no interpreter, you should be able to interpret so that Gods message can be given

E. This is the only gift that cannot operate on its own

II. Some truths about this gift

A. When a message is given in tongues and no interpretation follows, there are two possible reasons

1. No one present has the gift of interpretation

2. The speaker is simply magnifying God and no public interpretation is necessary

B. The interpretation of tongues can come in two ways

1. The one interpreting speaks the words

2. He sees what he is speaking about in the form of a vision

C. Interpretation of tongues requires a measure of faith

1. Normally a person receives one or two words at a time

2. By faith he must speak those words and then God will give him two or three more and so forth until the message is interpreted

III. What this gift is not

1. A translation

a) A translation is an exact rendering from one language to another in precise grammatical terms

b) A interpretation reveals what God wants us to know

c) If one person gives a message and two different people give the interpretation, each interpretation will be different

d) The meaning of the message will be similar, but the phrasing will be different because the Holy Spirit works through an individual based on that individuals personality

e) This explains why a message in tongues might be long and the interpretation short or visa versa

2. An operation of the human mind

a) It is a functioning of the Holy Spirit through the mind

b) The mental facilities of the one interpreting the message are not a part of the message

IV. Rules of operation of tongues and interpretation

A. The ministry gift of tongues without interpretation is forbidden in the Church - 1Co 14:18-19
1. This has caused confusion because people speak in tongues in services without interpretation even from the pulpit

2. But when a person speaks in tongues from the pulpit without interpretation, he is building himself up in his spirit with his prayer language and this does not need interpretation

3. When people pray out loud or sing out loud in the service, they are speaking/singing to God with their prayer language and these do not need interpretation

B. The gift of tongues is limited in use - 1Co 14:26-27
1. The same rules that apply to prophecy apply to the gift of tongues

2. There should be no more than three messages in a meeting

3. In fact, there should be no more than three total messages of the combination of prophecy and gift of tongues and interpretation

4. If you feel you have a message of prophecy (known language/gift of tongues & interpretation) and another is giving a message, listen closely to what that person is saying

a) If your message is basically saying the same thing without anything new to add, it is not necessary for you to give your message

b) In most services, several people will get the message to give, but that doesnt mean all are to give it

c) But at the same time, be open to the Spirit and be obedient to Him if He gives you something that will add to the message given

d) As you yield yourself to the Holy Spirit and desire to be used, He will give you message to give

C. Normally in a service, there should be only one interpreter of these messages

1. 1Co 14:27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret
2. Even though there may be more than one who operates in this gift, only one should do the interpreting at that service

V. Some truths about being used in the gifts

A. A misunderstanding about tongues is that it should not be allowed in a meeting or service where there are unbelievers or those who do not speak in tongues

1. 1Co 14:22 says tongues is a sign for unbelievers

2. When an unbeliever comes into a group and hears tongues flowing, he will recognize that God is present and among the people

3. When tongues and interpretation are given, these  are supernatural words, not coming from the natural minds

4. The sinner will know that and he will identify the power of God in the midst of the group

B. Be bold and step out

C. Be open to correction to grow

D. Normally if you are visiting another church service, God will not use you to prophecy or give a tongues or an interpretation in that service; normally he will use someone who is a part of that body

1. However, there are exceptions, one being if the pastor is a friend of yours and knows your fruit and ministry

2. But if you are in an unfamiliar church, normally God will not use you - (1Th 5:12 know those who labor among you)

TOPIC 13:     How To Increase the Manifestation of Spiritual Gifts
I. What believers need to do to bring about an increase in the operation of spiritual gifts

A. Understand that the gifts are given to individuals as the Spirit wills 
1. 1Co 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills
2. When a believer doesnt totally understand this, they try to operate the gifts in the flesh

B. Study the Word to understand the operation of the gifts

1. 2Ti 2:15 Study to show yourself approved unto God...rightly dividing the word of truth
2. 1Co 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant
3. It takes studying the Word for ourselves to be able to rightly divide regarding the gifts so they can operate accurately through us

4. Example of how studying the Word concerning gifts of healing will give revelation on how that gift operates

a) Ac 8:5-7 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ to them. And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed
b) The diseases of the people who were healed under Philips ministry all came under one category--the lame and paralyzed

c) The Bible doesnt mention the blind, deaf or mute

d) Evidently Philip was equipped with only one of the gifts of healing

5. A person can pray in faith for any sickness, but he may only be able to minister to one kind of sickness or disease under the anointing of the gift of healing

C. Earnestly desire the gifts to operate in your midst

1. 1Co 12:31 But earnestly desire the best gifts
2. The more believers are earnestly desiring the gifts to manifest, the more they are going to manifest in a service

3. Earnest desire for something can be created through knowledge

4. Not only are we to earnestly desire them to operate but we are to teach others how to earnestly desire them

5. When you teach on it, it creates a hunger to see it

D. Pray that the gifts will manifest more

1. Ac 4:29-30 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus
2. First the believers talked about how big God was

3. Then they asked for signs and wonders to be manifested

4. The answer to their prayer is in Ac 5:12, 15-16 And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. ...so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from the surround cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits and they were all healed
5. The believers had everything to do with this taking place; they prayed for signs and wonders to manifest

II. Conclusion

A. As our desire grows and we determine to seek God in prayer, the gifts will be manifested more and more as the Spirit wills

B. God wants to manifest His gifts through all of us

C. He is just waiting for us to do our part -- study, desire, pray

D. Then we will see the Holy Spirit manifest Himself in a greater measure

TOPIC 14:     Introduction to the Ministry Gifts
I. Introduction

A. In addition to the nine gifts of the Spirit, there are nine offices of ministry given to the Church

1. Eph 4:11 lists the five major ministry gifts

a) Apostle

b) Prophet

c) Evangelist

d) Pastor

e) Teacher

2. 1Co 12:28 and 1Ti 3 list the five other groups

a) Helps

b) Governments

c) Bishop

d) Elder

e) Deacon

B. The Greek word for gifts means endowments

1. The individual ministry offices are not gifts but endowments

2. When God calls someone to an office, He endows them with what they need to perform that office

C. Fulfilling one of these ministry offices is a divine call

1. A person does not enter the ministry because he feels its a holy calling and hed like to be a part of it

2. A person does not enter the ministry because someone tells him he is suited for it

3. A person does not enter the ministry he sees a need

4. The person who enters the ministry called by God will have a conviction and witness in his own spirit

a) It is important when a person is called he be obedient to that call

b) The anointing is the evidence of the call

D. We will study the five major ministry gifts and the ministry of helps in this course

II. The eight-fold purpose of the ministry gifts - Eph 4:12-16
A. To perfect (equip for service) the saints for the work of the ministry
1. Every believer is to be involved in the work of the ministry not just the ministry gifts

2. One purpose of the ministry gifts is to equip the saints for their work in the ministry

B. To edify the Body of Christ - the ministry gifts are to build up the believers

C. To bring the Body of Christ into the unity of faith
1. The ministry gifts are not to cause divisions in the Church but to promote unity among all believers, not just those who are like-minded

2. They should lead the Church in promoting the one common ground all believers can agree upon--salvation through the shed blood of Christ--and downplay the petty difference that divide it

D. To bring the full knowledge of the Son of God to the Church
1. The ministry gifts are to bring the precise and correct knowledge of Christ to believers by teaching and ministering and by their living their lives as examples

E. To bring the Church into a perfect man
1. The goal of every believer should be to become more like Jesus--the perfect One

2. Each ministry gift has a part maturing believers by teaching, guiding and helping

3. God is looking for a Church corporate that is without spot or wrinkle (Eph 5:27)

4. One of the purposes of the ministry gifts is to bring the Body into this state

F. To bring the Church into the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ
1. Jesus walked completely by faith with no fear of His enemy

2. One of the goals of the ministry gifts is to bring believers into this same condition

G. To mature believers
1. Vs. 14 says we are no longer to be children tossed to and fro and carried away with every kind of doctrine

2. The ministry gifts are to mature believers so that they can function on their own and be able to discern between right and wrong teaching

H. To speak the truth in love
1. The ministry gifts walking in truth and being sincere are  needed criteria in maturing believers

I. Eph 4:16 concludes this passage 

1. Jesus is the head

2. The believers are His Body 

3. The ministry gifts have been given by the Holy Spirit to help believers be jointed and knitted together with each of their individual giftings so that the corporate body will grow and edify itself in love

TOPIC 15:     The Office of the Apostle
I. Definition

A. The meaning of the Greek word for apostle is one who is sent with full power of attorney to act for another

B. An apostle is one who is sent to the people of the world representing God

C. An apostle does not act in his own behalf; he is appointed by the Holy Spirit to act in behalf of the Church, the Body of Christ

II. The work of the apostle

A. The apostle is a combination of the other four ministry gifts and has the ability to perform the functions of them

B. Because of this and because it is the foundation layer of the ministry gifts, it is listed first

C. First, the work of the apostle is first to lay a foundation

1. 1Co 3:10  (Paul is speaking) According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it
2. Eph 2:20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone
D. Secondly, the work of the apostle is to establish such as establishing churches

1. The apostle has the ability, authority, and anointing to raise up a church without any outside help

2. This office can be whatever is needed--pastor, evangelist, teacher, prophet--and also can set church government in order

E. He is one who can pioneer a work such as a church with no problem

1. He can found it

2. Put it on a solid rock of truth

3. Organize it, set it in order, and teach it with fluency and accuracy

III. Examples

A. Paul, an example

1. Paul could enter a town, walk into a marketplace, evangelize it and have a church formed before nightfall

2. Many times he would remain for a season as pastor

a) He would teach the people in that church

b) Prophecy to them 

c) Send out workers to other places from it.

B. Other Biblical examples

1. Jesus - Hebrews 3:1
2. The first twelve - Matthew 10:2-4
3. Matthias - Acts 1:26
4. Barnabas - 1 Corinthians 9:5,6
5. Andronicus and Junia - Romans 16:7
6. Apollos - 1 Corinthians 4:6,9
7. James, the Lord's brother - Galatians 1:19
8. Silas and Timothy - 1 Thessalonians 2:6
9. Titus - 2 Corinthians 8:23
10. Epaphrododitus - Philippians 2:25
C. Pastor Billy Joe

1. Hes operates in the office of the evangelist when he is on the foreign field

2. He is stands in the office of teacher and intensely teaches

3. He has accurately stood in the office of the prophet

4. He successfuly stands in the office of a pastor

5. And he has and is involved in starting things

TOPIC 16:     The Office of the Prophet
I. What constitutes the office of the prophet?

A. A prophet is called and set apart by God, not man

B. Criteria needed to stand in the office of a prophet

1. Be a minister of the Gospel

a) There is no one standing in the office of the prophet among laity

(1) Remember we learned when studying the gift of prophecy, a person can prophesy and not stand in the office of the prophet

b) Sometimes a prophet tells the future but he also teaches and preaches the Word

c) Laying on of hands is part of his ministry

d) A healing ministry can be part of his office

2. Operate consistently in at least two of the revelation gifts--word of wisdom, word of knowledge, and discerning of spirits--plus prophecy 

3. Have visions and revelations

4. See and know things supernaturally

C. God sometimes will use a prophet or any other ministry person to confirm what He has already said by the Spirit

II. Examples

A. Examples of Old Testament Prophets

1. Adam


  6.  David

2. Noah


  7.  Isaiah

3. Abraham

  8.  Jeremiah

4. Moses 

  9.  Joseph

5. Elijah 


10.  Jacob

B. Examples of New Testament Prophets

1. Peter 


5.  Zacharias

2. Paul 


6.  Simeon

3. James 


7.  Agabus

4. John 


8.  John the Baptist

C. Women can stand in the Office of the Prophet

1. They are called Prophetess

2. Some examples in the Bible

a) Miriam - Exodus 15:20 
b) Deborah - Judges 4:4
c) Huldah - 2 Kings 22:14
d) Anna - Luke 2:36-38
D. Pastor Billy Joe one time in a service many years ago called out a man sitting on the back by name and told much of his past

1. Then he told the man to come forward and get saved

2. The man did and is an active part of the church today

3. Pastor Billy Joe had never set eyes on the man before but he accurately called out his name and accurately told about his past

TOPIC 17:     The Office of the Evangelist
I. An evangelist is a proclaimer of the Gospel

A. This is his purpose of ministry

B. He preaches rather than teaches

C. His favorite subjects to preach are the love and forgiveness of God and the salvation that is available to all through Jesus

II. No one needs to give an evangelist a place to preach

A. Church is not the place for an evangelist to evangelize

B. The streets are where an evangelist evangelizes because that's where the sinners are

III. An evangelist's ministry usually includes working of miracles and gifts of healing

IV. Examples in the Bible

A. Philip - Acts 8:5-8

B. Timothy - 2 Timothy 4:5

V. Probably the greatest evangelist in modern time I know of is Billy Graham

TOPIC 18:     The Office of the Pastor
I. Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers (pastors), to shepherd the church of God which he purchased with His own blood
A. A pastor is a shepherd of his church

B. He sees the needs of those who have been placed under his care

C. He is to feed his flock (church body) with knowledge and understanding

II. A real pastor is commissioned by God to do his job and he will pastor even if he never gets any money or appreciation for doing it

III. The distinguishing mark of a pastor is a pastor's heart

A. A pastor's heart loves people and is loyal to the flock even at the expense of depriving itself 

B. It can't be fabricated nor received at bible school

C. It comes only from God; either you have it or you don't

IV. It's an important office

A. If someone doesn't care for the people they are apt to fall by the wayside

V. A pastor's office usually includes the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, tongues and interpretation of tongues

VI. Bibilical example - Jesus (John 10:11)

TOPIC 19:     The Office of the Teacher
I. A person who has been set in the Body of Christ by God for one specific purpose--to teach the Word of God

A. He carries a special anointing for opening people's understanding of the Word

B. He enjoys his study time as much as he does giving what hes learned

II. A person who stands in the Office of a Teacher does not do so merely because of natural ability or a natural inclination to teach

A. He is set there by God

B. He does not need to be well educated nor does he need to be trained to teach

C. All the education in the world will not qualify a person to stand in the Office of a Teacher only God can do that

III. The Office of a Teacher can also stand in other offices: pastor, evangelist, prophet

IV. A teacher can be located in one place or he can travel

V. Examples

A. Biblical example - Apollo (Acts 18:27)

B. Modern day - C. Peter Wagner

TOPIC 20:     Ministry of Helps
I. The word helps in Acts 27:17 speaks of the ropelike cable that sailors used to wrap around the ship during storms

A. The ministry of helps is what God wraps around the ministry gifts to hold them together during times of storms

II. Bible examples of people who ministered in helps

A. Romans 16:1,2 - Phebe showed herself a helper by carrying the book of Romans to Rome for Paul at his request

B. Acts 16:14,15 - Lydia provided lodging in her home in Philippi for Paul and his group

C. Exodus 17:8-12 - Aaron and Hur held up Moses arms which caused Israel to win the battle

III. The ministry of helps is just as important to God as the five-fold ministry gifts

A. They will receive the same rewards as the one who stands in the office they are helping (Matthew 10:41,42)

B. They may even get a bigger reward because of their faithfulness

IV. Examples of ministry of helps

A. Secretaries who work for ministries

B. All those who support a ministry financially or otherwise

C. Those who help with lights and sound equipment

D. Praise and Worship teams

E. Those who counsel or visit the hospitals

1. Word=only begotten=Jesus


2. Word was God


3. Name called the Word





Jesus must have been part of Elohim in the beginning





through signifying a vessel





Different Names





Prayer tongues vs


gift of tongues





private tongues vs


public tongues 





personal tongues vs


ministry tongues





   Espoir pour les nations
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