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Character of the Believer

Introduction
Definition of character

I. Definition of character (Webster) 
I. Ones pattern of behavior or personality

I. Moral strength, fortitude

I. Good reputation

I. A synonym of the word character = nature
I. Definition: the whole round of human life and activity

I. These definitions show us that character is involved in our activities, personality, behavior, reputation; about every aspect of our life 
I. 2Pe 1:3-4 His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature...(Gods nature or character)
I. Our character should be patterned after Gods 

II. Solomons teachings

II. Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, wrote proverbs, that were later compiled into what we know as the Book of Proverbs today, to teach his people how to live--how to act in every circumstance

II. Prov 1:2, 2:1,9,10 (LB)
II. Every person who obeys the instructions found in the Book of Proverbs will be given wisdom and good sense

II. It shows how to distinguish right from wrong, how to find the right decision every time

II. By following the instructions found in this book wisdom and truth will enter the very center of your being, filling your life with joy

II. Prov 3:21 (LB) - Have two goals

II. Continue to gain wisdom (knowledge and understanding of the Word)

II. Continue to develop good judgment and common sense (good sense in everyday affairs)

II. Wisdom

II. Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do (Prov 4:7 LB)
II. Reverence and fear of the Lord are basic to all wisdom (Prov 9:10 LB)
II. Wisdom gives a long good life, riches, honor, pleasure and peace (Prov 3:16-17 LB)
II. Wisdom will make the hours of your day and the years of your life more profitable (Prov 9:11 LB)
II. Wisdom hates pride, arrogance, corruption and deceit of every kind (Prov 8:13 LB)
II. Wisdom and common sense fill you with living energy and bring you honor and respect. They will keep you safe and from defeat and disaster and from stumbling off the trail (Prov 3:22-23 LB)
Lesson 1.      General Character of the Believer
I. Believers general character -- Col 3:1-17
A. Col 3:1-5
1. Vs 2 -- Set your mind on things above, not on things on earth

a) Material things

b) Recognition

c) Mans praise

2. Vs 3 -- Since we died to us or should have when we became born again and our lives are hidden in Christ, then Jesus should be our example

a) 1Pe 2:23 When he was reviled He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously
b) One version says when they hurled insults at him, He did not retaliate
3. Vs 5 -- Therefore (therefore what? Since you are seeking things above (Vs 1), setting your mind on things above (Vs 2), have died to self and hidden your life in Christ (Vs 3), YOU put to death:

a) Gal 5:19-20 lists fornication, adultery, uncleanness, and idolatry (covetousness) as works of the flesh
b) Eph 5:3 says fornication, uncleanness or covetousness should not even be named among Christians
c) Fornication - sexual immorality including adultery

(1) 1Th 5:22 says you are not to do anything that even looks like evil

(2) 1Co 6:13 the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord
(3) 1Co 6:18 Flee sexual immorality
d) Uncleanness - moral uncleanness, dirty-mindedness, indecency, sensuality

(1) These are related to sexual immorality

(2) 1Th 4:3,7-8 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God...
(3) Violent, sensual, suggestive, and fouled mouth movies and TV programs breed violence, moral uncleanness, sensuality and sexual immorality

(4) Sexually explicit magazines defile the mind

e) Passion - lust of the flesh

(1) Lust = intent longing

(2) Not all lust is bad; lust after the things of God and the Word

f) Evil desire - unholy desire

(1) God gives the desires of the heart - Ps 37:4

g) Covetousness - all greed, the lust for other peoples goods and honor--this is idolatry (something you give your heart, mind, attention, money, etc. to)

(1) Tit 2:11-12 says the grace of God teaches to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and live soberly, righteously and godly
(2) 1Pe 2:11 says to abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul and have your conduct honorable among unbelievers
B. Col 3:6 - sons of disobedience = unbelievers

C. Col 3:8 -- Now YOU are to put off all these
1. Anger and wrath
a) Two different Greek words and both Greek words are translated anger and/or wrath: orge and thumos
b) Orge - (mostly translated anger) active emotion; settled abiding condition of the mind with the view of taking revenge; less sudden in its rise but more lasting; 

c) Thumos - (better translated rage)  inward feeling; quickly blazes up and quickly resides; 

2. Malice - wickedness, evil, maliciousness, opposite of excellence, any form of slander

3. Blasphemy - evil speaking, abusive speech, railings, speech that injures

4. Filthy language - obscenity

5. Eph 4:29,31 let no corrupt word (unwholesome talk) proceed out of your mouth...let all bitterness, wrath (rage), anger, clamor (grief, tumult from controversy, brawling), and evil speaking (slander) be put away from you with all malice (any form of slander)
a) NIV get rid of
6. Eph 5:4 filthiness (obscenity), foolish talking or course jesting are not fitting for saints
a) (LB) dirty stories, foul talk, coarse jokes

b) Coarse jesting - another translation, flippant talk

7. Gal 5:20 lists outbursts of wrath (thumos) as one of the works of the flesh

8. Ja 1:19-20 let every man be...slow to wrath (orge--anger) for wrath (anger) does not produce the righteousness of God
9. 1Pe 2:1 lay aside all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and evil speaking (slander) and desire the pure milk of the word
D. Col 3:9-11
1. Eph 4:22-25 put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. Therefore, putting away lying, let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor
a) Another translation for put on the new man says cloth yourself in that new nature (character) which is created to be like God in righteousness and true holiness
2. Gal 3:26-28 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus
a) Jills translation there is neither black, brown, yellow or white; North American, South American, European, Middle Eastern, Asian, rich or poor; Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Catholic, Pentecostal, Charismatic, male or female; for we are all one in Christ Jesus
3. Gal 6:15 says that in Christ Jesus all that is important is the new creation (new birth and new nature)

E. We have said what to put off or get rid of; now we will see what to replace it with according to our new nature

F. Col 3:12-13     YOU put on
1. Tender mercies - Other translations = tenderness in heart, heart of pity, compassion, be merciful in action

2. Gal 5:22-23 lists humility, kindness, meekness and longsuffering as part of the fruit of the Spirit
3. Eph 4:2 walk with all lowliness (humility), gentleness, longsuffering (patience), forbearing one another (bearing with one another) in love
4. Eph 4:32 Be kind to one another, forgiving one another even as God in Christ forgave you
5. Php 2:3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit but in lowliness of mind (humility) let each esteem others better than himself
a) (Wms) Stop acting from motives of selfish strife or petty ambition
b) Strife = self-will; seeking to win followers; it is the fruit of jealousy

6. 1Pe 3:8 all of you be submissive to one another and be clothed with humility
7. 2Ti 2:24-25 a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all...patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition
G. Col 3:14
1. Gal 5:13-15 you have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. But if you bite and devour one another beware lest you be consumed by one another
2. Gal 5:22-23 lists love as a fruit of the Spirit
3. Eph 4:15 speak the truth in love
4. Eph 5:1-2 Be imitators of God...walk in love (NIV live a life of love)
5. 1Ti 6:11 pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love patience and gentleness
6. 2Ti 2:22 pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart
7. 1Pe 4:8-10 Above all things have fervent love for one another for love will cover a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without grumbling; faithfully administer Gods grace
H. Col 3:15
1. Thankful = grateful, agreeable

2. Gal 5:22-23 lists peace as a fruit of the Spirit
3. Eph 4:3 endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace
4. Heb 12:14-15 pursue peace with all people and holiness...lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble
5. 1Pe 3:11 seek peace and pursue it
a) If you are not pursuing peace, it is very easy to become offended and end up with a root of bitterness

6. Php 2:14 do all things without complaining and disputing (arguing)
I. Col 3:16
1. Eph 5:19 speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
J.  Col 3:17
II. Summary of the general character of a believer

A. Seek those things which are above

B. Set your mind on things above

C. Make Jesus your example

D. Clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience

E. Let peace rule in your heart

F. Walk in love always

G. Let the word richly dwell in you

H. Do all in the name of Jesus

Lesson 2.     Pride
I. Introduction

A. Mk 7:21-23 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.  All these things come from within and defile a man.
1. Pride is the 12th on this list of 13 inner vises; it comes from within and defiles

B. Pride caused Satan to be thrown out of heaven when he was known as Lucifer, the anointed cherub - Is 14:12-14, Ezek 28:14-17
C. Pride is one of the three temptations of Adam and Eve, Jesus, and all believers

1. Gen 3:6 - When the serpent tempted Eve with eating from the tree in the middle of the garden and she saw it as a tree desirable to make men wise, she was being tested with pride

2. Lk 4:9-11 - When Satan took Jesus to Jerusalem from the wilderness and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him that if he was the Son of God to throw himself down from there and the angels would save him, Jesus was being tested with pride

3. 1Jn 2:16 says that when believers are tempted to love the things of the world more than doing the will of the Father, they are being tested with pride

D. The Bible views pride as the root and fundamental nature of sin

II. Definition

A. Webster - an inflated opinion about oneself

B. Strongs Concordance (probably THE leading Bible study tool for Bible students)

1. A superior attitude towards others

2. Wanderer, imposter (when a person is dominated by pride, he is a deceiver and cannot stay under the authority of anyone or thing)

3. Chiefest

C. Another definition is seeking for oneself the honor and glory that properly belongs to God

D. Jills definition: putting our five senses, our emotions and our will above the will of God

1. Shyness



6.
Jealousy

2. Failure to witness (embarrassment)
7.
Lack of submission

3. Taking offense


8.
Self-pity

4. Frustration



9.
Unforgiveness

5. Unteachable attitude (Ive heard this before)

III. Scriptures talking about pride

A. What it is
1. Prov 21:4 - pride is sin



2. Eccl 7:8 - pride is impatient



3. Hab 2:5 - pride is never satisfied

4. Lk 1:51 - pride is arrogance of heart & mind

5. 1Jn 2:16 - pride is of the world

B. What it does
1. Ps 12:3 - pride says my lips are my own

2. Ps 73:3-6 - pride boasts

3. Prov 3:34 - pride treats with disrespect and ridicules

4. Prov 13:10 - pride argues and will not take advice

5. Prov 25:27 - pride thinks about all the honors it deserves

6. Prov 27:2 - pride praises self

7. Prov 28:25 - pride stirs up strife

8. Mk 7:22-23 - pride defiles a person

C. What it causes
1. Ps 138:6 - pride causes us not to be able to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit clearly

2. Prov 16:18 - pride causes destruction and stumbling

3. Is 14:12-14 - pride causes rebellion

4. Ezek 16:49 - pride causes the feeling of fullness of spiritual food and abundance causing spiritual idleness

5. Obad 1:3 - pride causes the heart to be deceived

D. What God thinks of it
1. Prov 16:5 - pride disgusts Him

2. Ps 101:5 - God will not endure pride

3. 1Pe 5:5 - God will resist pride

E. Results of it
1. Is 13:11 - God will halt the arrogance of the proud

2. Ps 31:23 - God will fully repay the proud

3. Prov 11:2 - Pride ends in shame

F. How to keep from it
1. Prov 8:13 - fear God

2. Prov 27:2 - a person is tested by his reaction to mans praise

3. Rom 11:20 - dont allow what you are given to cause pride

IV. The Man Who Honored Himself

A. This is the story about a king who rose to power and conquered many countries with the help of God and formed a great empire

B. But, instead of giving God the credit, he honored himself and attributed his greatness to his own strength and wisdom

C. He is quoted as saying I, by my own power, have built this beautiful city as my royal residence and as the capital of my empire

D. He even went so far as to have a giant golden statue built of himself and commanded his subjects to fall at its feet and worship him

E. Because of his pride, he was driven from his palace and for seven years lived as a mad man eating grass like cattle

F. At the end of the seven years, he repented of his pride and gave God the honor He deserved

G. As a result his sanity and kingdom were restored to him

H. From that day on he worshiped God and is known in history as one of the greatest kings that lived

I. His name was Nebuchadnezzar and you can find his story in the book of Daniel

V. Ja 4:6-10 God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil (pride) and he (it) will flee from you.; Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands (admit pride), you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep! (repent!) Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. (Instead of allowing pride to rule,) Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.
Lesson 3.     A Scriptural Study of the Flesh
I. Introduction

A. One definition each of flesh and of new creation
1. Flesh - the nature of man without the Holy Spirit
2. New Creation - the result of the new birth and a new nature in Christ Jesus
B. Vines Expository (which is a noted dictionary of New Testament Words) says The carnal (flesh) signifies the sinful part of mans nature coming from Adam whereas the spiritual is that which comes from the regenerating (renewing) operation of the Holy Spirit (This takes place when a person becomes born again)

C. This is why we are going to do a study of the flesh; to see the nature of man with the Holy Spirit living within compared to the nature of man without the Holy Spirit living within

1. We will learn in this study what the flesh is, that a person can be born again and still be allowing the flesh to rule his/her life, what living by the flesh does, and what we as born again believers need to do to prevent ourselves from being ruled by the flesh

2. But first there are a few things we need to understand and a few words we need to define

II. Understandings and definitions

A. The Old Testament Law dealt with the five senses--what we see, what we hear, what we feel, what we taste and what we smell

1. Before Jesus died and was resurrected, the Holy Spirit was not in man because Jesus hadnt died yet and sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in believers

2. Therefore, God could only deal with the outward man, not the inward man

3. So in some places of the Bible when it speaks of the Law, you can replace the term with five senses

B. Were going to look at some definitions for several words related to flesh and our study

C. Definition of Flesh
1. Websters Dictionary

a) The soft part of an animals body

b) The physical nature of humans as distinguished from the soul

c) Human beings

2. Strongs Concordance

a) The body as apposed to the soul or spirit; the symbol of what is external

b) *Human nature with its frailties (physical and moral) and passions

3. Vines Expository

a) The human body



*Definitions we will center in on
b) The weaker element in the human nature

c) *The unregenerate state of men

d) The natural attainment of men

e) The lower and temporary element in the Christian and religious ordinances

4. Some definitions found in the Amplified Bible

a) The whole corrupt carnal nature with its passions and lusts

b) The seat of sin in man

c) The Godless human nature

5. *Another definition - the nature of man without the Holy Spirit and governed by the five senses

D. Fleshly
1. Websters Dictionary

a) Not spiritual

b) Worldly, carnal, sensual

2. Vines Expository

a) Associated with or pertaining to the flesh, carnal

b) The nature of the flesh, sensual

E. Mind of the flesh
1. Sense and reason without the Holy Spirit

2. Cravings dictated by our senses and dark imaginings

F. Body - the instrument of sin

G. Carnal
1. Websters Dictionary

a) Related to the body

b) Given to sensual pleasures and appetites

2. Vines Expository

a) *Having the nature of flesh; sensual, controlled by animal appetites, governed by human nature instead of by the Holy Spirit

b) Human wisdom

c) *The lusts which have their source in mans corruption and fallen nature; a man is carnal or fleshly who allows a place to the flesh  which does not rightly belong to it

H. Sin
1. An inward element producing acts

2. *An organized power acting in the members of the body, though the seat of sin is in the will

III. We will be doing this study out of the Amplified Version of the Bible

A. Ro 7:5 When we were living in the flesh (as an unbeliever, without HS) the sinful passions that were awakened and aroused up by the Law (five senses) were constantly operating in our natural powers--in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh
1. Eph 2:2-3  (puts more light on the meaning of Ro 7:5)...at one time...you were following the course and fashion of this world...following the prince of the power of the air. You were obedient to him and under his control, ...and conducting yourselves in the passions of the flesh, obeying the impulses of the flesh and the cravings and dark imaginings of the mind. (When unbelievers obey the flesh (nature without the Holy Spirit, theyre being obedient to and controlled by the devil)

2. However according to 1Co 3:1,3 (you are) still unspiritual men of the flesh in whom the carnal nature predominates under the control of ordinary impulses as long as there is among you envying, jealousy, wrangling, factions (or any other of the works of the flesh found in Gal 5:19-21 immorality, impurity, indecency, sorcery, enmity, strife, anger, selfishness, divisions, drunkenness, carousing)--when Christians allow the works of the flesh to operate, theyre being obedient and controlled by the devil

B. Many of you like Paul and myself have probably said at one time or another what we find in Ro 7:15, 18, 22-23, 25 I do not understand my own actions. I do not practice or accomplish what I wish, but I do the very thing that I loathe Vs. 18 I can will what is right, but I cannot perform it Vs. 22-23 I endorse and delight in the Law of God (law of love) with my new nature, but I discern in the wills of my flesh a different rule of action at war against my mind making me a prisoner to the law of sin that dwells in the wills of the flesh Vs. 25 I of myself with the mind and heart serve the law of God (love) but with the flesh the law of sin (five senses)
1. We find out why this is true in Gal 5:17 the desires of the flesh are apposed to the Holy Spirit and the desires of the Spirit are apposed to the flesh for these are antagonistic to each other--so that you are not free but are prevented from doing what you desire
a) Mt 6:24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, ... You cannot serve God and mammon
b) You cannot serve your flesh and the Holy Spirit at the same time

C. Gal 5:18 continues by saying butif you are led by the Holy Spirit you are not subject to the desires of the flesh

D. (Read Ro 8:5-8) Ro 8:5 Those who are according to the flesh and controlled by its unholy desires set their minds on things which gratify the flesh. But those who are according to the Spirit and controlled by the desires of the Spirit set their minds on and seek those things which gratify the Holy Spirit
1. Col 3:1,3 coupled with 2Co 1:12 says it this way

a) When you are guided by the flesh the carnal nature predominates under the control of ordinary impulses

b) When you are guided by the Spirit motives are holy and pure and there is godly sincerity

2. Ro 8:6 The mind of the flesh is death r) but the mind of the Holy Spirit is life and soul-peace
a) The last part of Col 2:18 says we are vainly (arrogantly) puffed up by our fleshly mind
3. Ro 8:7 the mind of the flesh (with its carnal thoughts and purposes) is hostile to God for it does not submit itself to Gods law (law of love) indeed it cannot
a) 1Co 2:14 The natural, unspiritual man (the one who allows flesh to rule) does not accept, welcome or admit into his heart the gifts, teachings and revelations of the Spirit of God...
4. Ro 8:8 So then those who are living the life of the flesh, catering to the appetites and impulses of their carnal nature, cannot please or satisfy God

E.  2Co 5:17 begins to give us a solution to how to overcome our flesh if any person is in Christ he is a new creation: the old (previous morals and spiritual conduct) has passed away.  Behold, the fresh and new one has come
1. Gal 6:15 defines the new creation is a result of the new birth and a new nature in Christ Jesus

2. We quoted this Amplified version when we defined new creation at the beginning of this study

F. The Bible says when we become born again the Holy Spirit comes to live in each of us and replaces our old nature with a new by depositing the seeds of the fruit of the Spirit into our spirit

1. All of us operate in the flesh in areas of our lives

2. In order to operate less in the flesh, we have to develop these seeds of fruit deposited by the Holy Spirit into maturity in every area of our life

3. The more the seeds develop and mature, the less we operate in the flesh

4. Following is how we develop these seeds

a) Gal 3:3 asks Having begun your new life spiritually with the Holy Spirit are you reaching perfection by depending on the flesh?

b) Ro 7:6 Now (now what?  Now that we are new creations) we serve not under obedience to the old code of written regulations (the Law that was written for the five senses) but under the obedience to the promptings of the Spirit in newness of life
c) (Read Ro 8:9,10,12,13) Ro 8:9,10,12 You are not living the life of the flesh, you are living the life of the Spirit if the Holy Spirit really dwells in you--directs and controls you. If Christ lives in you, your body is dead (remember your body is the instrument of sin). We are not obligated to live a life ruled by the standards set by the dictates of the flesh
(1) Gal 6:7-8 whatever a man sows, that and only that is what he will reap. He who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap decay, ruin and destruction; but he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
d) Ro 8:13 If you live according to the flesh you will surely die but through the power of the Holy Spirit (and obedience to his voice and promptings) you can put to death the evil deeds prompted by the body (flesh, five senses)
e) There are three truths found in Ro 8:7-13 that tell us how to overcome our flesh:

(1) Vs. 7 - Be obedient to the promptings of the Holy Spirit

(2) Vs. 8-12 -- Allow the Holy Spirit to direct and control you

(a) The Holy Spirit can live in us and not direct or control us

(3) Vs. 13 - Be obedient to the voice of the Holy Spirit

G. Ro 6:4 We were buried with Christ through baptism into death so that just as He was raised from the dead...so we too might habitually live and behave in newness of life
1. Baptism into death - purpose of water baptism: symbolic of death and burial of our old life (old nature) and the resurrection of our new life (new nature)

2. Col 2:11-12 (explains baptism into death)In Him you were circumcised...with a spiritual circumcision performed by Christ by stripping off the body of flesh (the whole corrupt carnal nature with its passions and lusts...when you were buried with Him in your baptism in which you were raised with Him to a new life through your faith in the working of God) as displayed when He raised Him from the dead
3. Eph 4:22-24 (gets to the meat of how not to live by the flesh)you strip yourselves of your former nature--put off and discard your old unrenewed self...(lusts and desires that spring from delusion) and be constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind (how? By the Word)--having a fresh mental and spiritual attitude and (you) put on the new nature (the regenerate self created in Gods image (Godlike in true righteousness and holiness)
4. Col 3:5 You kill (deaden, deprive of power) the evil desire lurking in your members--those animal impulses and all that is earthly in you that is employed in sin
5. 1Pe 2:11 abstain from...the passions of the flesh. Offer and yield yourselves to God...and your bodily members to God, presenting them as implements of righteousness because 2Pe 2:24  Jesus personally bore our sins in His own body...that we might die (cease to exist) to sin
6. Ro 6:12-13 (You) let no sin, rule as king in your mortal bodies to make you yield to their cravings and be subject to their lusts and evil passions. Do not continue offering or yielding your bodily members to sin as instruments (tools of wickedness)--you have a choice

a) Ro 6:16 Do you know that if you continually surrender yourselves to anyone to do his will you are slaves of him whom you obey 
b) 2Pe 2:19 ...by whatever anyone is made inferior to that person or thing he is enslaved

H. Mt 26:41 All of you must be cautious and watch and pray (fight against) that you may not come into temptation (of lust, materialism, pride, rage, anger, gossip, criticalness, shyness, etc). The spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is weak.
1. Ja 1:13-14 Let no one say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God is incapable of being tempted by what is evil and He Himself temps no one. But every person is tempted when he is drawn away and enticed and baited by his own evil desires (lust, passions, cravings)
2. 2Pe 2:9-10,15 the Lord knows how to rescue the godly out of temptations and trials and how to keep the ungodly under chastisement, particularly those who walk after the flesh
a) (How to fight--) Ro 13:14 Clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for indulging the flesh to gratify its lusts
b) Gal 5:16,18 live in the Holy Spirit--responsive to and controlled by Him--then you will not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh. If you are guided by the Holy Spirit you are not subject to the Law (five senses)
I. Many Christians do many things to look religious but they are not pleasing to God. James 1:27 religion as it is expressed in outward acts that is pure and unblemished in the sight of God is this: to visit, help and care for the orphans and widows (the poor) in their affliction and need and to keep oneself unspotted and uncontaminated from the world
J. Ro 12:2 So do not be conformed to this world but be transformed (changed) by the (entire) renewal of your mind--by its new ideas and attitudes
1. There is a part of us that will never change (never be renewed)

a) That part is our flesh

b) The only way to keep it under control is by renewing our mind with the Word of God

c) When our word level decreases the flesh increases

d) This is why old habits have returned when we thought we had total control of them

e) So the only way to keep the flesh in total control is to continually read your Bible, have fellowship with the Father, and not to forsake the fellowship with believers (going to church)

f) Then the Holy Spirit has full reign in your life to prompt and control you the way He needs to

Lesson 4.     Take Up Your Cross

I. Scriptures

A. Mt 16:24 If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me
B. Mk 8:34 Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me
C. Lk 9:23 If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross DAILY, and follow Me
II. What it means to take up your cross

A. Another translation for desires to come after Me = wishes to be a follower of Mine
B. Other translations for must deny himself = must say NO to self; must give up all rights to himself
C. Deny = to refuse to acknowledge, disown, separate, have no connection with

D. Himself = flesh with passions and lusts

E. Cross = (Strongs) self denial (refusing the flesh)

1. The true meaning of the Cross is

a) Jesus denied his human self, his flesh that was crying out its pain, its thought Cry out to the angels they will rescue you!, etc.

b) He did this so He could fulfill what He came to earth to do: to make a permanent way for us to the Father

F. Daily = day by day; throughout the day each day

G. This is what it means--Whoever desires to follow Me, he must refuse to acknowledge, disown, separate from, have no connections with his flesh with its passions and lusts, show that self denial and follow Me day by day and throughout each day
III. Why we take up our cross

A. Mt 10:38 ...he who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy (deserving, comparable, suitable) of Me
B. Lk 14:27 Whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be my disciple (a pupil of Mine--an imitator of Me)

C. Rev 12:11 And they overcame him (the devil) by the blood of the Lamb (salvation) and the word of their testimony (witnessing), and they did not love their lives to the death (giving up self, flesh)

IV. How we take up our cross

A. No scriptures to give us a step by step guide

B. By my own personal experience, this is what Ive discovered needs to be done to gain victory in our lives

1. Acknowledge to yourself the area(s) in which you are putting before God

2. Repent (not Im sorry; gut rendering on knees or prostrate; showing remorse)

3. Discipline yourself

a) One of the greatest weaknesses in the body of Christ today is self-discipline

b) Be legalistic or hard on yourself instead of others

c) Set up reasonable goals for yourself

d) Obey the voice of the Holy Spirit (ex. my temper)

e) Forgive yourself when you give in to temptation or find yourself doing the thing youve determined not to do

f) Repent again and ask Gods forgiveness

g) Ask the Holy Spirit to help you and caution you

h) DONT GIVE UP UNTIL YOU HAVE VICTORY!

V. Conclusion: Two biblical examples

A. Mk 10:17-22 (Mt 19:16-20, Lk 18:18-23) -- The Rich Young Ruler

1. He came to Jesus one day and asked Him what he must do to have eternal life

2. Jesus answered him by saying he needed to obey the commandments and stated the Ten Commandments

3. The young ruler said he had kept all of them from childhood

4. Jesus told him he still lacked one thing: to sell what he had, give it to the poor, take up his cross and follow Him

5. The young ruler went away sad because he had great wealth

6. This is an example of one who refused to obey the prompting of the lord in an area of his life that was more important to him than God, his wealth

7. The results: We never hear about him again

B. 1Co 15:31 - Paul is quoted here saying I affirm, I die daily
1. Paul was a Pharisee (a high Jewish position) and a Roman (which gave him many privileges other Jews did not have)

2. When he was an unbeliever he had the power to see to it that anyone who came against him would be punished--either put in jail or killed

3. When he became born again and a vessel of Gods, there were many things Paul needed to rid himself of, one being pride
4. The Bible tells us that Paul did overcome this in his life; in Timothy he states he fought the fight of faith and won

5. The results: He was used by God to write most of the New Testament

Lesson 5.     The Benefits of Selling Out Totally to God
I. What it means to sell out to God

A. Taking up your cross - self denial

B. Being obedient to God even when you do not understand why

II. Some examples in the Bible of those who sold out totally to God

A. Abraham - His life was marked with three crises that tested his obedience

1. Crisis #1 - At the age of 70, God told Abraham to leave his homeland and family and go to an unknown land

a) He took his wife and nephew, Lot, his only possible heir

b) At the age of 76, he was promised a son by God

c) At age 86, he tried to fulfill Gods promise on his own

(1) He took Sarah, his wifes, maid as his wife who bore him a son he named Ishmael

d) He assumed that this would be his heir, but when Ishmael was 13, God told Abraham that he would establish His covenant with a soon-to-be-born son, Isaac

2. Crisis #2 - Giving up his plans for Ishmael, his first-born son

3. Crisis #3
a) At age 100 (when Sarah was 90), Isaac was born

b) When Isaac was 16, God told Abraham to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice

c) God provided a substitute, a ram

4. When Abraham acted in the flesh he produced the father of the Arab nations, which has been the constant enemy of the Israel nation, whom Isaac is the father of

5. The result: Jesus came through his seed

B. Ruth
1. There was a famine in Judah

2. Elimelech and Naomi and their two sons emigrated to Moab, a country to the east of Judah

3. Elimelech died and his sons married Moabite women, Ruth being one

4. The two sons died, leaving their mother, Naomi, and their two wives, one of who was Ruth

5. Naomi decided to return to Judah so she could be among her people and released the obligation of her daughters-in-law to care for her and encouraged them to stay in their homeland

6. Ruth gave up all of herself--her family, homeland, friends--to follow her Godly mother-in-law and pledged to follow her wherever she went

7. The result: Ruth was the great grandmother of King David, a direct heir to Jesus

C. Esther
1. Esther was born while the Jewish nation was in captivity in Babylon

2. She was orphaned and raised by her uncle, Mordecai, who held an office in the kings palace

3. The king banished his wife because she refused to obey him and later became very lonely without her

4. The men who counseled him gathered all the young virgins of the land for the king to chose a new queen from

5. He chose Esther

6. She kept her Jewish heritage a secret

7. The Jewish nation was to be annihilated, and Mordecai asked Queen Esther to speak to the king to save her nation

8. By doing this, she was subject to losing her life but chose to go to the king anyway

9. The result: she saved her nation

D. Paul
1. Paul was a Roman and a Jew

2. He was also a Pharisee, a high position of the Jews

3. He had all the privileges of this high position of the Jews and the privileges of being a Roman citizen

4. He was a man who did not tolerate someone questioning him and had power to have men killed for doing so

5. He became born again and spirit-filled

6. While preaching he was insulted, stoned, imprisoned, heckled, but made the decision not to retaliate

7. The result: he was honored with writing most of the New Testament

III. Some examples in the Bible of those who did not totally sell out to God

A. Esau
1. Esau was a macho man; he loved the outdoors and outdoor activities (one being hunting) was his life

2. His brother, Jacob,  was not so macho; he enjoyed home life and activities such as cooking

3. Esau came in from hunting one day hungry

4. Jacob had fixed a pottage (like stew)

5. Because of Esaus desire to meet his natural (flesh) needs, he sold his spiritual birthright to Jacob for pottage

a) This birthright included:

(1) The headship of the entire family including lineage

(2) A double portion of the family inheritance

(3) The title to the Covenant blessing

6. Esau was his father (Isaacs) favorite, and Isaac intended to give him the blessing

7. Jacob deceived his father into believing he was Esau and received the blessing 

8. The result:

a) Esau became the father of the Edomites (a ruthless, barbaric people who disappeared from history in 70 AD

(1) Mal 1:3 says God hated Esau

(2) Heb 12:16 tells us Esau was a godless and immoral person

b) Jacob is in the lineage of Israel

(1) Mal 1:2 says God loved Jacob

B. Gehazi
1. Gehazi was a servant of Elisha

2. Naaman, a high military leader in Syria, had leprosy and came to Elisha for healing

3. After he received his healing, Naaman wanted to pay Elisha who refused to take the money

4. After Naaman left, Gehazi ran after him on the pretense some travelers had come in need and Elisha had sent him to get clothing and money for them

5. He hid what he received from Naaman and returned to Elisha who exposed him by the Spirit

6. Gehazi received Naamans leprosy

7. He had the privilege of walking in the light of a great man of God but missed the significance of it because of his preoccupation with selfish gain

8. As Elisha had succeeded his mentor, Elijah, and received a double portion of his anointing, Gehazi could have succeeded Elisha

C. Samson
1. Before Samson was born, he was destined to be a deliverer of Israel from the hands of the Philistines, Israels biggest enemy at that time

2. The Angel of the Lord came to Samsons mother, who was barren, and told her she would have a child who was to be a Nazarite all his life

a) In his day being a Nazarite meant abstaining from wine, grapes, and any intoxicating drink, never cutting his hair as a symbol of totally belonging to God, and never going near a dead person

b) Today, this would mean selling totally out to God by obeying Him instead of the flesh

3. Samsons mother pledged to raise him a Nazarite

4. All of his childhood, adolescence and into early adulthood he obeyed those vows and had great strength

5. God used him mightily to come against the Philistines

6. The Philistines many times tried to apprehend him but could not because of his great strength

7. Samson had great faith and confidence in the gift God committed to him, but at the same time he had a weakness for beautiful women

8. One of these women was Delilah who the Philistines used to find out the source of Samsons great strength

9. Because of his lust for her, Samson confided in her that if his hair (the symbol of his dedication to the Lord) was cut he would lost his strength

a) His strength did not come from his long hair but from keeping his vow of being a Nazarite

10. She cut his hair while he was sleeping and called the Philistines to come apprehend him

11. They were able to apprehend because of the lose of his great strength, not because his hair was cut but because of his forsaking his Nazarite vow or his fellowship with God because of his fleshly lusts

12. They gouged out his eyes and condemned him to a life of slavery

13. His job while in slavery was the most degrading job a man could have at that time

14. He repented to God and slowly his hair grew back

15. One day after it was fully grown, 3000 Philistines held a great feast in the temple of their god

16. They had Samson brought to the feast so that they could make fun of him

17. He had his attendant place him between the two center pillars that held up the roof

18. With all his returned strength from God, he pushed the pillars down killing himself and the 3000 Philistines

19. He was restored after repenting to God and God used him, but what could he have done for God if he had not allowed his flesh to rule him?

Lesson 6.     Fear God
I. Introduction

A. We are not to fear God but to have a fear of Him

1. 2Ch 19:7 Let the fear of God be upon you
2. Ps 2:11 Serve the Lord with fear
3. Ps 89:7 God is greatly to be feared among the saints
B. The Old Testament saints were required to have fear of God (Deut 10:12 What does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
C. New Testament saints are not required to, but we need to choose to have a fear of God

D. According to Deut 4:10, the fear of the Lord is learned; it is not something we automatically can do

E. Why is it important to learn the fear of God?

1. Prov 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge
a) The Amplified version: the fear of the Lord is the beginning (the starting point), the principal, and the choice part of knowledge
2. Ps 111:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom
a) The Amplified version: the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom and skill; and goes on to say ...A good understanding, wisdom and meaning have all those who do the will of God
b) You cannot do Gods will unless you fear Him

3. Prov 15:33 The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom
a) Moffitt version: the fear of the Lord trains men to be wise
4. Reason #1: It is the beginning of knowledge; Reason #2: It is the beginning of wisdom; Reason #3: It trains men to be wise; but the main reason is You cannot do Gods will unless you fear Him
F. How do we understand the fear of the Lord?

a) Prov 2:2-5 Amp, LB
b) First - you make your ear attentive to godly Wisdom and incline and direct your heart and mind to understanding--applying all your powers to the quest for it
c) Second - you cry out for insight and raise your voice for understanding
d) Third - you search after knowledge and understanding like you would lost money
e) Understanding is found in His Word--receive what God has to say and then obey it
II. What is the fear of the Lord?

A. Definition: reverence and deep respect for Gods greatness and mercy; to trust

1. Mt 22:37-38 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment
2. Rev 14:7 Fear God and give glory to Him...worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water
a) Amplified version: Revere God and give Him glory (honor and praise in worship)...Fall down before Him; pay Him homage and adoration and worship Him
B. Ex 18:21 - being truthful and hating greed

C. Deut 5:29 - keeping His commandments (there are two for us today: Love the Lord with all your heart and love your neighbor as yourself)

D. Josh 24:14 - obeying His voice

E. 1Sa 12:14 - perfecting holiness (becoming more Christlike); 2Co 7:1 by cleansing ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit
F. 1Sa 12:24 - considering the great things He has done for you

G. Is 50:10 - trusting His name

H. Ro 11:20 - not being high-minded

I. Eph 5:21 - submitting self to another

J. 1Pe 3:2 - controlling your conversation

K. 1Pe 3:15 - sharing your hope (Jesus) with others

III. Benefits of fearing God

A. Deut 5:29 - be well with you and your children

B. 1Sa 2:3 - will be honored and highly esteemed

C. 2Kg 17:26 - will be delivered out of the hands of all your enemies

D. Ps 25:14 - Gods secrets are revealed to you

E. Ps 31:17 - goodness is laid up for you

F. Ps 33:8 - eye of the Lord is upon you

G. Ps 34:7 - protection is given

H. Ps 34:9 - there is no want

I. Ps 60:4 - victory is given

J. Ps 85:9 - salvation is given = deliverance, abundance of wealth and riches, aid, blessings, happiness, health)

K. Ps 103:11 - His mercy is great toward you

L. Ps 119:63 - God is your companion

M. Ps 145:19 - desires are fulfilled

N. Prov 10:27 - life is prolonged

O. Prov 13:10 - rewards are given

P. Prov 14:26 - strong confidence is given

Q. Prov 22:4 - riches, honor and life are gained

R. Prov 28:14 - happiness is achieved

S. Mal 4:2 - healing is received

IV. Biblical examples of those who chose to fear God rather than people or circumstances

A. Gen 22 - Abraham at the direction of Gods word took his only son to the mountains to sacrifice him.  When he was about to do this, God stopped him and said I know you fear me because you dont even put your only son before me

B. Gen 6 - Noah by the direction of Gods word built an ark even though rain had never been seen or felt on earth. Heb 11:7 LB tells us he put God before ridicule humiliation and embarrassment. As a result, he and his household were the only ones saved from the flood

C. Ex 1 - After Joseph died in Egypt and a new king (Pharaoh) came to power, the king became fearful of the number of Israelites and put them into slavery. He also instructed the midwives to kill all the male Hebrew children, but because they feared (revered) God more than the king, they let the boy babies live

V. Our actions that show our fear of God

A. Ps 22:23 you that fear the Lord praise Him
B. Prov 14:2 you that fear the Lord walk in righteousness
VI. Conclusion: 
A. Mal 1:6 A son honors his father; (God asks) if I be your Father, where is your honor?
B. The answer is in Is 8:13 - honor your heavenly Father by fearing Him instead of situations and people

Lesson 7.     Holiness
I. Introduction

A. The term holiness has gotten a bad name because Christians have tried to walk in it through their natural abilities

1. They have tried fulfilling holiness by outward acts

a) (Women) - no make-up or jewelry

b) Length and style of clothes

c) Going to church

d) Quoting scripture

2. Holiness is something within, not outward acts

B. Every Christian can walk in holiness--it is simple to understand and simple to pursue

II. Definition

A. Vines Expository - the state predetermined by God for believers--in grace he calls us; we pursue it

1. Rev 15:4 Lord, You alone are holy
2. 2Ti 1:9 (Amp) For it is he who...called us with a calling in itself holy and leading to holiness (it is closely associated with sanctification; both words come from the same root)

3. Ps 93:5 (Amp) Holiness (apparent in separation from sin with simple trust and hearty obedience)...
a) Simple trust = believing God

b) Hearty obedience = acting upon it

B. Simply: 

1. Holiness is becoming more like Jesus

2. It is believing and trusting God and acting upon that trust

C. We become holy when we become born again and we pursue it the rest of our lives here on earth

III. Why it is important to walk in holiness

A. 1Pe 1:16 Be holy for I am holy (it is commanded)

B. Is 35:8-10 A highway shall be there, and a road, and it shall be called the Highway of Holiness.  The unclean shall not pass over it, but it shall be for others. Whoever walks the road, although a fool, shall not go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast go up on it; it shall not be found there. But the redeemed shall walk there, and the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
1. Satan and his demons are not there

2. Gladness and joy are there

3. Sorrow and sighing flee away

C. Heb 12:14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord
1. In a reference Bible there is a letter beside this scripture

2. In the margin that letter shows a reference to Mt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God
3. These two scriptures together show that by pursuing peace and holiness you are pursuing purity of heart without which you cannot see God

IV. How to pursue holiness

A. The fruit basket

1. A basket of natural fruit can look so beautiful on the outside and some be rotten on the inside without showing at all on the outside

2. What do you do when you discover some of the beautiful looking fruit are rotten?  You throw those pieces away and replace it with good fruit

3. We are a spiritual basket of fruit

a) We can look beautiful on the outside but discover that some of our fruit is not so good on the inside

b) What do we do when this happens?  We get rid of the bad fruit and replace it with good fruit

B. 2Co 6:16 - 7:1 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people. Therefore, come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you. I will be a Father to you and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty. Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
C. Gal 5:19-21 lists the works or fruit of the flesh (the rotten fruit) that we need to replace in us

1. Adultery - sexual relations between a married person with someone not his/her mate Prov 6:32 Whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks understanding; he who does so destroys his own soul
2. Fornication - illicit sex acts including incest, sodomy, sex with animals, male/female prostitution, homosexuality

a) Greek word porneia from which we get our word pornography

b) 1Co 6:13 ...the body is not for fornication but for the Lord...
3. Uncleanness - moral uncleanness, dirty mindedness, indecency, sensuality                  1Th 4:7 God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness
4. Lasciviousness or lewdness - unbridled lust, gluttony, carnality; having no regard for justice or for other peoples feelings, rights or safety; cruelty     Mk 7:21-23 From within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within and defile a man.
5. Idolatry - image worship; putting anything before God, family, mate, children, job, ministry, clothes, cars, houses, television       1Co 10:14 ...flee from idolatry
6. Witchcraft or sorcery - the practice dealing with evil spirits, casting spells and/or using charms upon someone by means of drugs or portions of various kinds      Deut 18:10-11 There shall not be found among you anyone who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.
a) The following are all affiliated with witchcraft:

(1) Human sacrifice

(2) Fortunetelling

(3) White and black magic

(4) Reading palms, cards, tea leaves, etc.

(5) Horoscopes

(6) Quji boards

(7) Astrology, charts, zodiac signs

(8) Chanters--those who chant particular words over and over

(9) Spiritualists, mediums. seances--all dealing with talking with the dead

(10) One who uses charms--rabbit foot, four-leaf clover

b) Spiritual witchcraft - people who pray against other people and ministries

c) To repress a person by destroying the natural expression God gave him/her at birth

7. Hatred - bitter dislike, ill will against anyone, tendencies to hold grudges against someone or being angry at someone       Prov 10:12 Hatred stirs up strife
8. Variance or contentions - discord, quarreling, debating, disputes, strife       1Co 3:3 Where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?
9. Emulations or jealousy - envying, striving to excel at the expense of another, seeking to suppress and/or outdo others

10. Wrath - thoroughly covers this in another lesson

11. Strife or selfish ambition - contention, contest for superiority or advantage      Php 2:3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself
12. Seditions or dissensions - disorder; stirring up strife in a church, or government, or home, or any other place      Ro 16:17 I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.
13. Heresies - false doctrines      2Pe 2:1 There were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them...
14. Envy - the feeling of displeasure when hearing about the advantage or prosperity of others. 

a) Envy desires to deprive another of what he/she has 
b) Jealousy desires to have the same or the same sort of thing for itself

c) 1Pe 2:1-2 Laying aside all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby
15. Murder - to spoil or mar the happiness of another     Mt 15:19-20 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile a man...
16. Drunkenness - living intoxicated, slave to drink and drinking bouts     Ro 13:13-14 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts
17. Revelries - feasting and overeating     1Pe 4:1-3 Since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles--when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries
D. We need to replace these rotten fruit with the good fruit 
1. Ro 6:19 (NIV) Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness, leading to holiness
2. Ro 6:22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life
a) Amp the fruit that you reap is an ever increasing holiness
b) Lust leads to wickedness as righteousness leads to holiness

3. The good fruit that leads to holiness are found in Gal 5:22-23 and are known as the fruit of the spirit

a) Love - a strong, tender compassionate devotion to the well-being of someone else; gives without expecting something in return

b) Joy - the delight over blessings received or expected for self or others 

(1) Joy is a spiritual force

(2) Happiness is a flesh force

c) Peace - the state of quietness; rest, harmony, order; security in the midst of turmoil, strife, temptation, tests or trials

d) Longsuffering - patience

e) Gentleness - to be gentle and even-tempered

f) Goodness - kind, courteous, Godlike in life and conduct

g) Faith - confidence, assurance, trust, reliance in God in all that He says

h) Meekness - to be gentle, kind, even balanced in temper and passions and patient in suffering injuries without feeling a spirit of revenge

i) Temperance - self control in everything; buying, eating, temper, etc.

V. Conclusion

A. To produce fruit of the flesh, you yield to the flesh

B. To produce fruit of the spirit, you yield to the Word and Holy Spirit

1. When your word level is low, your flesh level is high

2. When your word level is high, your flesh level is low

C. Eph 4:24 (You) put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness
D. Ro 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God

Lesson 8.     Servitude
I. Introduction

A. Leviticus 25:42,55 indicates we (believers) are children of God brought out from under the bonds of the world to serve God

1. Although the word servitude means slavery or bondage, actually as Christians we are free to do anything we want (scriptural references:
1Co 8, 2Co 3:17, Gal 2:4, 5:1, Ro 8:15)

2. Gal 5:13 we are not to use our liberty as an opportunity for the flesh...
3. 1Pe 2:16 we are to use our liberty as bondservants of Christ
II. Bondservant or servant

A. Definition

1. Webster - slave
2. Vines - one whose life is in continual obedience to God
3. Strongs - one who serves others
4. The Greek and Hebrew words translated as servant in some places in the Bible are also translated as child, bondage, minister, worshiper, reliever in other places

B. Attributes of a servant found in the Bible

1. Ps 119:23 - meditates in the Word

2. Mt 24:45 - is faithful and sensible

3. Mt 25:21 - has good character

4. Mk 10:44 - serves all

5. Lk 12:37 - is blessed

6. Ac 4:29 - speaks the Word boldly

7. Ac 16:17 - proclaims the way of salvation

III. Humility

A. Php 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant and coming in the likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of a cross
1. We need to have the same mind as Jesus--He emptied Himself and took on the form of a servant

2. To have the mind of Christ is to have humility and obedience and to deny self (the flesh)

3. Our attitude is more important than our actions; if we have the right attitude, the right actions will automatically follow

4. We will now look at humility, and the next two classes we will look at obedience and submission

B. Definition

1. Freedom from pride

2. Realization of imperfections

3. Ascribing all goodness to Gods grace

C. Attributes of humility

1. Mt 18:1-4 - has faith as a child

2. Mt 20:25-27 - serves instead of dominates

3. Ro 12:3 - thinks soberly (to have a reasonable view of self)

4. 1Co 8:2 - realizes doesnt have all the answers

5. Php 2:3 - regards others as more important

6. 1Pe 5:5 - submits self to spiritual elders

D. Mk 9:35 If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last and a servant to all
1. Jesus showed this attitude when He washed the feet of the disciples which was one of the lowliest tasks of His day

2. 1Co 9:19 says you have to bring yourself under bondage to all

IV. Conclusion

A. Is 1:19 If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land
1. We can confess who we are in Christ because in Him we are someone

2. We can confess what we have as kingdom rights because through Jesus we have many

3. We can talk about being kings and priest because we do reign and rule with Jesus

4. We can relate about being adopted into the family of God because through the shed blood of Jesus we are Gods children

5. We can quote we have dominion over Satan and his demons because we are seated in heavenly places with Christ far above them

6. But, until we are willing to be a servant like Jesus and obey the promptings and commands of God like He did, we will never eat the good of the land

Lesson 9.     Obedience
I. Introduction

A. Obedience is the underlying theme of the entire Word

B. It is more than an action, it is a life principle

C. God is not a God of compromise

1. He has been specific in His Word so that we have a clear cut road to follow

2. We are to practice obedience without negotiations; God is final authority

D. Without obedience:

1. You cannot walk in love

2. God cannot trust you with His power

3. You have no boldness or liberty

II. Obedience

A. Definition--when I looked in Websters dictionary, Strongs Concordance, and Vines Expository; there were many variations of saying the same thing, but the key words involved with obedience are attentive hearing, submission, and faith
1. Attentive hearing - hearken (hear and obey or respond) Deut 28:2 If you hearken unto the voice of the Lord all the blessings listed in that chapter will be yours
2. Submission - not only to God and the Word but in general

3. Faith and obedience are inseparable

a) Faith is of the heart (invisible to man); obedience is related to conduct (may be observed)

(1) Obedience occurs because we trust

b) Every promise found in the Word (over 7700 according to Dick Mills) carries with it a commitment for us to do something

(1) Example: Mk 11:23-25 whoever says to this mountain Be removed and be cast into the sea and DOES NOT DOUBT in his heart BUT BELIEVES that what those things HE SAYS will be done, he will have whatever he says.  Therefore, I say to you whatever things you ask for when you pray BELIEVE that you receive them and you will have them. And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, FORGIVE HIM that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses
B. Obedience is related to humility--putting the will and desires of God above your own

C. Ro 6:16 Obedience leads to righteousness
1. Mt 6:33 Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be given unto you
2. Deut 4:30-31 indicates when you are in trouble and you turn to God and obey His voice (where is the voice of God?) Hell get you out of trouble

3. Obedience is the way to total victory

III. Disobedience

A. Definition

1. Rejection of the will of God

2. Insubordinate in actions and attitude (carelessness in attitude precedes disobedience)

3. The condition of being unpersuadable (rebellious)

B. Disobedience is not obeying God in the principles of the Word

1. Example: Getting up grumbling instead of praising God is disobedience because Ps 118:24 This is the day the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it
2. Disobedience nullifies praise

C. Eph 2:2 - Satan is the author of disobedience

1. 1Kg 13:26 the man of God, disobedient to the Word of the Lord, is delivered to the lion (Satan, like a roaring lion goes about seeing whom he can devour)

D. Heb 3:18-19 - disobedience is the evidence of unbelief

E. Offspring of disobedience: disillusionment, dissatisfaction, depression, fear, failure
F. Any time you do not receive from God, you need to find out if there is any area in which you have failed to obey Him

G. You can be confessing the Word, reading your Bible daily, fellowshiping with God regularly, going to church every time the doors are open, be involved in Christian service--all outward appearances look like you are doing everything right; but if there is disobedience somewhere in your life, it will nullify the rest of your efforts

H. How to deal with disobedience

1. Admit to yourself any areas in which you have failed to obey God

2. Confess to God any disobedience

3. Completely turn from those things contrary to Gods will

I. How to keep self from disobedience

1. Personal devotion time

2. Dialogue with God, not monologue

3. Read Bible daily

IV. Bible examples of obedience and disobedience

A. Saul - 1 Sam 15:1-23 (read through and discuss)

1. Vs 1 - (KJV) hearken = listen carefully and then do it

2. Vs 2-3 -- utterly destroy ALL that they have, and do not spare them

3. Vs 9 - Saul and the people spared Agag (the king) and the best of the sheep, oxen, fatlings, lambs and all that was good

a) Saul did what the Law normally required

b) When Israel won a battle, it was required sacrifices be brought back to offer to God for Victory

(1) Any other time Saul would have been acting correctly

c) Also, the victor was entitled to the spoils of war--cattle, horses, chariots, gold, etc

d) It was also customary for the conquering king to take the enemy king alive and parade him in triumph through the streets of major cities

(1) This was for prestige--it gave the king great credibility among his people and the other nations

4. Vs. 10-11 -- the Lord revealed to Samuel that Saul had disobeyed him

5. Vs. 13 - when Samuel confronted him, Saul lied to Samuel (I have performed the commandment of the Lord)

6. Vs. 14 - Samuel challenged the lie

7. Vs. 15 - Saul justified himself; he blamed the people (that was silly; the people were subject to Saul)

8. Vs. 16-21 -- (I) brought back AGAG...but THE PEOPLE TOOK OF THE PLUNDER...   (Saul lied again)

9.  Vs. 22-23 -- obedience was better than anything else Saul could have done for the Lord

10.  Sauls disobedience marked the beginning of his downfall as king

11. By refusing to obey, actually he gave the devil a foothold in his life, one from which he would never fully dislodge himself

12. Toward the end of his career as king, he was forced to admit 1 Sam 26:21 ...I have played the fool and erred exceedingly
13. Saul lost his inheritance--his promised land--because of disobedience

a) Remember Abraham entered his promised land because of obedience

14. Sauls sin was not readily apparent--it was the inward attitude of the heart that finally resulted in open rebellion to what God had commanded him to do

B. Jesus, our example

1. Jesus not only obeyed the written statutes and ordinances of the Old Covenant, he also obeyed the voice of the Father coming to him in his spirit

a) There were many voices coming to Him just as there are us

b) He was able to discern the voice of God because He had yielded His will to Him

c) He spent a great deal of time in prayer and fellowship with God learning to hear His voice

2. Jn 6:38 - Jesus never chose His own way--He never lived for himself but lived a life loving God with his whole heart

3. Benefits of Jesus obedience:

a) Jn 14:30 - there was no open door for the devil to come in to steal, kill and destroy

b) Jn 3:34 - God manifested His presence in Him without measure

(1) The result of having the Spirit without measure

(2) When he ministered the blind saw, the lame walked, the deaf heard, the demon possessed were delivered, the dead were raised

V. Conclusion

A. Heb 5:8-9 though He was a Son, yet he learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been perfected...
B. Ro 1:5 - through Jesus we have received the grace for obedience

C. Practice obedience one day at a time, moment by moment

D. Concentrate on living TODAY in obedience to God

Lesson 10.     Submission
I. Definition

A. Websters Dictionary
1. To yield to the control, power, etc. of another

2. To yield to anothers judgment or decision

B. There are three Greek words translated submission with the same root--hupo--meaning sub or under

1. Hupokouo - this the word translated obedient in our Obedience lesson

2. Hupeiko - submit

a) To yield, surrender

b) Submit to spiritual guides in the church

3. Hupotasso (the most common) - submit, subject

a) To subordinate, to obey, to submit self to

b) A military term; to subordinate as soldiers in a battalion under a commanding officer to put oneself under orders, to obey

c) To yield to ones admonition (a mild rebuke or reprimand) or advise

C. All of these definitions deal with a person by their will subjecting themselves to the authority and help of someone else

D. Submission comes from within, placed there by God

1. A person can be submissive on the outside but rebellious on the inside

2. We have an American saying, Im sitting down on the outside but Im still standing up on the inside!

3. It cannot be an act; it wont work

4. You must allow the spirit man to rise up and ascend over the flesh

E. It takes discipline to submit

II. Submitting ourselves to God

A. Ro 10:3 ...seeking to establish their own righteousness, they have not submitted to the righteousness of God

1. It takes discarding all dependence on self and self efforts

B. If you cannot submit to earthly authority, you will not be able to submit to God

C. Jam 4:6-7 ...God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee
1. You submit to God by humbling yourself

III. Submitting to each other

A. Eph 5:21 submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God
1. Submitting yourself is opposite of self assertion and an independent spirit

2. Submitting yourself is having a desire to get along with one another no matter what, even if it means being satisfied with less than you are due

3. Submitting yourself is having a reasonable attitude

B. 1Pe 5:5 shows us how to submit

1. KJV Be subject one to another and be clothed with humility
2. NIV cloth yourselves with humility toward one another
3. Humility - discarding all dependence on self and self effort

IV. Submitting to authority

A. Civil

1. Ro 13:1-7 (read)

a) Vs. 1 - the tense of the verb subject causes it to mean habitually
b) Speed limit

c) Parking tickets

d) Taxes

2. 1Pe 2:13-16 submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lords sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men--as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God
a) Vs. 13 - submit means put yourself in an attitude of submission to (your will)

(1) God deals with attitudes

(a) Example: Mt 5:21-22 murder = anger; 27:28 adultery = lust
(2) It is saying not just submit to ordinances by actions but to create and maintain an attitude of the heart which will always lead you to obey

3. Titus 3:1-2 be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men
B. Church authority

1. 1Co 16:15-16 I urge you, brethren--you know the household of Stephanas, that it was the first to be converted in Greece, and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints--that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us
a) In todays words it would be saying pastors and staff

2. Heb 13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not grief, for that would be unprofitable for you
a) The Greek word for submissive is hupeiko to yield to spiritual guides in the church and to yield to authority and admonition (a mild rebuke, reprimand)

b) Wuest Translation They that have rule over you watch, like wakeful shepherds, or those who are nursing a critical case, in the interest of your souls to which they may sometimes seem to sacrifice your other interests (emotions, feelings, flesh)

3. Confusion

a) Different churches have different personalities

b) What would be acceptable in one church may not be acceptable in another church

c) If you commit to attend a certain church body, you need to submit to the authority of that church even though what you do or say may be acceptable in another church

d) You have a choice: either pray for them if you think they are wrong or leave so that you can find a church with authority you can submit to

C. Employers

1. 1Pe 2:18 Servants (employees), be submissive to your masters (employers, supervisors, etc) with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh (unfair)
2. Eph 6:5-7 Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh (employers), with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; not with eye service, as man pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men
a) Vs. 5 - fear = with zeal to do a complete and thorough job

b) Vs. 5 - sincerity of heart = not just outward appearance

3. Titus 2:9-10 Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back, not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things
a) Not answering back - Greek not to speak against or contradict
(1) If you are right and they are wrong, God will fight your battle if you stay silent with a submissive heart

(2) It must be from within or you will not be able to maintain a right attitude

b) Not pilfering - retention for oneself, of a part of something entrusted to ones care

4. Col 3:22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eye service, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God
a) Eye service - service which is most zealous when the eye of the master is upon you

b) Men-pleasers - your first duty is to please the Lord; if you are trying to please man, you will neglect the Lord

D. How to change authority - 1Ti 2:1-2 I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence
V. Children submitting to parents

A. Eph 6:1-3
B. Col 3:20
VI. Wives submitting to husbands Vs. Women submitting to men

A. Gen 3:16 ...and your desire shall be (subject--margin) to your husband, and he shall rule over you
1. After fall

2. Gen 1:26 let them have dominion over all the earth

B. Ephesians 5 - Christian relationships is theme of this chapter

1. Christian wives are to give their husbands complete respect and loyalty

2. Christian husbands are to care for their wives with unselfish, undemanding love

3. Each depends on the other and both model themselves after Christ

4. Their relationship, in turn, reflects the relationship between Christ and the Church

5. Subjection of love to the rule of love
C. Eph 5:21-24 Submitting to one another in the fear of the God, wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and he is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything
1. Vs. 22 your own - ones own private, peculiar, unique possession

2. Vs. 23 head - God ordained the husband the head of the domestic household, giving him responsibility (Gen 3:16)

3. Vs. 24 everything in the marriage relationship that lines up with the will of God

D. Col 3:18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord
1. LB You wives, submit yourselves to your husband, for that is what the Lord has planned for you (Gen 3:16)
E. Titus 2:3-5 the older women...admonish the younger women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed
1. Love their husbands - affectionate

2. Love their children - maternal 

F.  1Co 11:3-12 But there is one matter I want to remind you about: that a wife is responsible to her husband; her husband is responsible to Christ, and Christ is responsible to God. Every man praying or prophesying, with a veil over his head, dishonors him who is his Head.. But every woman that prays or prophesies with her head unveiled disgraces her head for that is to make herself like one of the shameless women who shave their heads (prostitutes). For if a woman will not veil herself, then she should cut off her hair: but since to cut her hair short, or shave it off, marks her as one of the shameless women, let her keep her veil on her head. For a man has no need to veil his head for he represents the likeness and supremacy of God but the woman represents the supremacy of man. Man does not originate from woman, but woman from man. Neither was man created for the womans sake but woman was created for the sake of man. For this reason a woman ought to bear on her head an outward sign of mans authority especially out of respect for the angels. Nevertheless, man is not independent of woman neither the woman without the man from the Lords point of view. For just as the woman originates from man, so man is now born through woman and all things originate from God. 
1. Vs. 3 - domestic realm, not spiritual

2. Vs. 5 - the custom of the day: no decent woman appeared in public without a veil; it guaranteed safety and respect

a) In Corinth, there were Greeks, Romans and Jews

b) When praying = the Greek men and women prayed bareheaded; the Romans and Jews covered their head

c) They had asked Paul for a ruling

(1) His answer rested on the created order (Vs. 3)

(2) Men were to pray bareheaded to honor Christ, their authority

(3) Women were to pray with their head covered because that was a custom sign of authority to submission to husband

3. Vs. 10 - because of angels - representative of order

4. Women were created as helpmates. A husband and wife are to communicate and discuss every decision. They should pray until there is agreement. If they cannot agree, the wife should allow her husband to make the final decision. If she feels he is wrong, she should go to her Father. God will back her backing her husband, even when he is wrong, more than backing her when she is right and nags about it.

G. 1Pe 3:1-4 - unsaved husband or rebellious saved husband

1.  Vs. 1 - Do not obey - unbelieving disobedience (not to allow oneself to be persuaded)

a) Peter is exhorting wives that in view of their husbands obstinate rejection of the Gospel, to stop talking about it to them and live it

b) He is not reprimanding them for sharing the Gospel

c) Seeds were placed by their speaking; now God can use their Christlike behavior to water those seeds

2. Vs. 2 fear - wifes reverence of husband

3. Vs. 3-4 adornment - that which is fitting to ones character (born again nature)

4. Vs. 3 arranging of hair, wearing gold, putting on fine apparel all had to do with extremes--Roman women addicted to ridiculous extravagance dealing with their hair; they elaborately covered themselves with jewelry all over; gaudy, fad clothing

5. Vs. 4 gentle and quiet spirit - Mt 11:29 I am meek and lowly in heart--only self description of Jesus in Bible

VII. Conclusion

A. By the way we behave can discredit or reinforce the Christian message

B. The messages Paul and Peter gave were to a people who were naturally belligerent, argumentative people, uncontrolled and resentful to authority

C. The Christian life calls for discipline, obedience and respect for others

1. Within the family and household

2. Within the church

3. In relations to authority

4. Weve been set free from our old way through Jesus

5. Now its up to us to act upon it

Lesson 11.     Integrity
I. Introduction

A. The word integrity is only found in the Old Testament

B. The definitions of the Hebrew word for integrity are the Greek definitions of the words honesty and purityin the New Testament

C. We will study all three words

II. Definitions

A. Integrity
1. Websters Dictionary - remaining loyal to a code of values

a) Synonyms = incorruptibility, completeness, honesty, soundness, sincerity

2. Strongs Concordance - moral prosperity, completeness, innocence

a) The Hebrew word translated integrity some places is translated upright and simplicity other places in the Old Testament

b) The root word that the Hebrew word translated integrity comes from means complete, to be clean
c) The plural for the Hebrew word translated integrity is translated Thummin (symbol on the High Priests breastplate meaning complete truth)

3. Another definition from the Bible Encyclopedia = morally sound or whole, freedom from corrupting influence or motive

a) Synonyms = honesty, uprightness, genuineness, purity

4. Gen 18:19 - integrity is keeping the way of the Lord

B. Honesty - honorable, truthfulness, genuineness, straightforwardness of speech and conduct

C. Purity - opposite of uncleanness (work of the flesh meaning moral uncleanness, dirty-mindedness, indecency, sensuality

III. Scriptures related to integrity

A. Ps 15:1-6 (combination of several translations together from The Word - 26 translations of Bible)

1. Vs. 1:
Who is it that is a true believer and abides in rest?

2. Vs. 2:
He that walks in integrity, does what is right and speaks the truth from his heart

3. Vs. 3:
He that does not slander nor defraud

4. Vs. 4:
He who despises a vile person but honors those who fear God and who keeps his word at any cost

5. Vs. 5:
He takes no interest on a loan nor does he take a bribe

6. Vs. 6:
He that does these things will never be moved

B. Ps 24:3-5 (combination of several translations from The Word)

1. Vs. 3:
Who has the right to stand in Gods holy place?

2. Vs. 4:
The guiltless in acts and pure in heart who never sets his mind on what is false and who never breaks his word

3. Vs. 5:
He will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from God

C. Ex 18:21 lists the qualifications of the leaders Moses picked to be over the 1000's, 100's, 50's, 10's (the top leaders of the ministry to the least; the same qualifications we want to look for in leaders who are either over us or we choose to work under us if God has us pastor a church, run a missions base, direct a Bible school, operate a business, etc)

1. Fear God

2. Men/women of integrity

3. Haters of unjust gain or profits

D. Deut 16:19-20 gives two attributes of a person walking in integrity

1. Not a respecter of persons

2. Refuses to take gifts (gifts that blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous)

E. Benefits of walking in integrity

1. Ps 25:21 - integrity and godliness together brings Gods protection

2. Ps 26:1 - avenue through which were kept steadfast

3. Ps 41:12 - avenue through which God is able to support us against an opponent (who are our opponents?--spiritual, devil and his demonic powers)

4. Prov 2:7 - avenue through which God is able to shield us

5. Prov 10:9 - avenue through which we receive security and safety

6. Prov 11:3 - avenue through which we are guided from dishonesty

7. Prov 20:7 - avenue through which our children after us are blessed

IV. Biblical examples of those walking in integrity

A. Job

1. Job 2:3 says that Job feared God, walked in integrity and turned from evil

2. Job was one of the richest men of his day, maybe the richest

3. He counseled and helped others to walk in Godly ways

4. This is why Satan hated him and wanted to destroy him

5. Through his nine-month trial when everything was taken from him--his family, possessions and health--he continued to walk in fear of God and integrity

6. Result: He received his health, double his wealth and children to replace those stolen by the devil

B. Daniel

1. Daniel was a Jew taken captive as a slave to Babylon when the Babylonians overtook Jerusalem and destroyed it

2. He was picked along with several other young men to be trained in serving the king of the Babylonian Empire, a prestigious position in that day

3. Part of the training was a prescribed diet that included special meat and wine that was not part of a Jews diet

4. Daniel determined in his heart not to defile himself with the diet and persuaded the eunuch in charge of the training to let him and his Jewish friends eat vegetables and drink water for ten days instead of the meat and wine the king wanted them to eat 

5. At the end of the ten days Daniel and his friends were stronger than the other boys eating the meat and drinking the wine

6. Result of walking in integrity: God gave Daniel the ability to interpret visions and dreams

V. Conclusion

A. 1Pe 2:12 commands us to live in integrity among the world (the ungodly)

B. Ro 12:17 Determine to do what is honorable in the sight of all men (our witness)

1. It takes determination to walk in integrity

2. Walking in integrity is the godly witness of our lifestyle that will bring the unbeliever to you and question why you are different

3. How do we walk in integrity before the unbeliever?

a) Prov 21:8 tells us the conduct of the pure is straight forward (above reproach)
Lesson 12.     Discipline
I. Introduction

A. Two key words connected with the word discipline are restraint and self-control
B. Discipline is developed by self exercise and perfected by obedience to the voice of God

C. Biblical synonym = sober or sober-minded

II. Scriptures related to discipline

A. 2Ti 1:7 - God has given us love, power and a sound mind (discipline)
1. We have the ability to be discipline

B. 1Ti 3:2, Tit 1:8, 2:2,4 - Christian leaders both male and female must be sober-minded (disciplined)

1. If you feel called to full-time ministry, any church leadership position or any area where others are looking to you as a mentor, you must be disciplined

2. 2Co 5:13 indicates that discipline is our Christian witness

C. 1Pe 4:7 the end of all things is at hand; therefore, be serious (disciplined) and watchful in your prayers
III. The outward manifestation of an inward discipline

A. Practicing organization

B. Daily Bible reading and fellowship with God

C. Following through on every decision

D. Completing jobs

E. Keeping your word

IV. Conclusion

A. Discipline like every other character trait of a believer needs to be practiced day by day--moment by moment

B. A disciplined life results in peace, joy and satisfaction because not only have you taken the time to listen to what God wants you to accomplish that day, but you have exercised the self-control to stay in tune with Him throughout the day to accomplish what He wants you to accomplish that day

Lesson 13.     Commitment/Faithfulness
I. Introduction

A. Faithfulness and commitment are closely associated and dependent on each other

B. Commitment is necessary to do the work God wants you to do and faithfulness is necessary to fulfill commitment

II. Meanings of faithfulness and commitment

A. Faithfulness

1. Reliable, dependable, firmness, constancy in life style

2. Heb 11:6 without faith it is impossible to please God
a) Faith and faithfulness come from the same Greek root word

b) You cannot please God without faith nor can you please Him without faithfulness

B. Commitment

1. A giving of 100% to God in a particular area and corporately

2. Commitment is non-refundable

III. What we are to be committed and faithful to:

A. Ps 37:5 - our Christian walk

B. Prov 16:3 - our Christian service

C. Prov 13:17 - witnessing

D. Mal 3:8 - tithes and offerings

E. Heb 10:25 & Acts 2:42 - church participation

IV. The greatest hindrance to commitment is procrastination (to put off doing something until later)

A. Eccl 5:4-5 (LB) When you vow (a solemn promise; declare emphatically & earnestly) to God that you will do something, dont delay in doing it. Keep your promise to Him. It is far better not to say you will do something than to say you will and then not do it.

B. Mt 25:40 inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to me--so when you make commitments to natural men and women, you need to see it as making commitments or vows to God

V. Conclusion to course

A. When serving in obedience to God costs you something and it becomes unpleasant to your flesh, keep on obeying and serving anyway

B. The effect will be increase in humility, holiness, submission, integrity, discipline and faithfulness resulting in a greater commitment to God and a more Christ-like life style

   Espoir pour les nations
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