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Lesson 1.     Introduction
I. About Jesus

I. Jesus was a man of humility, compassion and obedience

I. Humility
I. He had far more knowledge and understanding than His twelve disciples but chose to serve them by washing their feet on the night before His death

I. He remained humble when he was laughed at, misunderstood, beatened, ridiculed and though innocent, put to death

I. He was able to do this because humility was within Him, not an outward act

I. Many Christians act humble on the outside but are full of pride on the inside

I. It is just an act

I. Compassion
I. His compassion was unlimited

I. He had compassion for the individuals as well as the multitudes (leper, blind)

I. Many ministers have compassion for individuals but not the masses and visa versa

I. Obedience
I. He always obeyed God

I. He did this by developing a relationship with the HS who was in Him

I. He listened to the voice of the HS to guide Him and then always did what He said

I. He didnt try to figure out why the HS told Him to do things such as spit on a mans tongue or rub mud in another mans eyes

I. He didnt ask questions such as what if the boy doesnt come back to life when I pray for him? or what will people think of Me if it doesnt work?

I. He just listened to hear the directions from the HS and then immediately obeyed--this was the key to his successful ministry

I. He was also a person who changed and challenged everywhere He went

I. The three situations religious people do not want disturbed are:

I. Their comfort

I. Their possessions

I. Their religious ideas

I. Jesus disturbed all three

I. He made an impact for eternity everywhere He went

I. He loved and touched people everywhere he went

I. As much as the Bible tells about what He did here on earth, it does not record all of those lives who were touched by  His miracles, healings, and teachings

I. Jn 21:25 There are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.
II. The Gospels

II. Almost all we know about Jesus is found in the four Gospels

II. Jesus is rarely mentioned in Roman history books         Why?

II. The life of a traveling preacher in an obscure corner of the Roman Empire was not notably news worthy, especially since He was known as a cult leader with weird ideas

II. The book of Matthew was written by a Jew named Matthew, a former tax collector who became one of the twelve closest disciples to Jesus

II. Reveals Jesus as king

II. Portrays him as teacher and records many of his teachings

II. These teachings are directed mostly to Jewish Christians

II. The book of Mark was written by a Jew named Mark who was converted under Peters ministry and traveled with Paul and Barnabas so did not actually know Jesus in person

II. Reveals Jesus as servant

II. Deals more with Jesus actions than His teachings

II. Portrays Jesus as a mighty worker

II. The book of Luke was written by a Gentile named Luke who was a doctor

II. Reveals Jesus as the perfect man

II. Written about the humanity side of Jesus

II. Gives the fullest lifestyle of Jesus

II. Written from a physicians point of view and describes diseases, healings, etc. more than the other Gospels

II. The book of John was written by a Jew named John who was the closest disciple to Jesus

II. Reveals Jesus as God

II. Written about deity side of Jesus

II. Tells more of the last days of Jesus than the other Gospels

II. Whereas the other Gospels tell about events themselves, this Gospel tells about the meaning of events

III. Genealogies of Jesus

III. There are two genealogies of Jesus recorded in the Bible (look at handout), one in Matthew and one in Luke

III. The two lists are in reverse order and give a different set of names from David on (only Zerubbabel and Sheoltial appear in both)

III. Matthew

III. The genealogy found in Mt 1:1-17 goes back to Abraham showing Jesus relationship with the Jews

III. It shows Jesus as Messiah, descended from the royal line of David (remember Matthew writes specifically to the Jewish Christian)

III. Vs. 16 Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ
III. This shows Josephs lineage, the legal ancestry, the humanity side

III. Luke

III. The genealogy found in Lk 3:22-34 goes back to Adam showing Jesus relationship with mankind

III. Vs. 23 Joseph, the son (son-in-law) of Heli (Heli was the father of Mary)

III. This shows the lineage of Mary, the spiritual ancestry, the deity side of Jesus

IV. Is Jesus the Son of God?

IV. There is no way to naturally prove that Jesus is the son of God

IV. No one lives on earth today who was alive when Jesus walked the earth

IV. However, there are two ways to be guaranteed that Jesus is the son of God--the scriptures and our individuals lives

IV. The scriptures

IV. Jn 10:36 - Jesus, Himself, said I am the Son of God
IV. Jn 8:58 - Jesus said He lived before Abraham I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am
IV. When God called Moses to deliver the Israelites from Pharaoh, in Ex 3:13 it records that Moses asked God when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they say to me, What is His name? what shall I say to them? vs. 14 God answers ...say to the children of Israel, I AM has sent me to you
IV. I AM is a name of God

IV. Jesus was in heaven with God before He came to earth Jn 6:62 What then if you should see the Son of man ascend where he was before?
IV. Ro 3:23 all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God
IV. The Bible tells us the only thing Jesus enemies could charge Him with when He lived on earth was His eating with sinners and doing good on the Sabbath day (both being manmade laws of the Rabbis) showing that Jesus was a sinless man

IV. To find a man who is perfect and without sin is to find one whose root is not in the human race

IV. Our lives 

IV. A Christians personal experience with Christ is the greatest proof of His reality

IV. If your life has changed since you accepted Him in your heart, that is all that is needed to prove that He is the Son of God

IV. Gordon Lindsay in the first volume of his book recorded a great old hymn:

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today

He walk with me and talks with me,

Along lifes narrow way.

He lives, He lives, salvation to impart.

You ask me how I know He lives.

He lives within my heart.

V. Did Jesus come to earth as God or as a man?

V. The purpose Jesus came to earth

V. The story of Adam and Eve

V. After Adam and Eve were created, God placed them in the Garden of Eden and gave them total authority over all the earth

V. He told them they could eat of everything in the garden except the tree of knowledge of good and evil

V. Satan entered the garden disguised as a serpent and deceived Eve into eating of the tree

V. Adam disobeyed God and ate of the tree

V. Adams transgression legally gave Satan authority over the earth and claim to man (2 Co 4:4 calls him the god of this world; Jn 8:44 says your father, the devil)

V. What having Satan as a legal father meant

V. Man was destined for hell, the place created for the angel Lucifer (Satans name before he was thrown out of heaven) and the  of the angels who rebelled with him against God

V. Man was destined for sickness, poverty, death and the perversion of Gods perfect will--this is Satans inheritance to man

V. God, who is all powerful,  had the ability and authority to take his man back from Satan, but He is a legal God

V. Since Satan had legally won authority over man, God had to find a way to legally get man back

V. In the Old Testament time period before a permanent substitution was found, a perfect lamb without spot or blemish was sacrificed to cover the sins of Gods people

V. God substituted the lamb for the people

V. But this substitution just covered their sins; it did not deal with them and remove them

V. A substitution needed to be found who would go to hell, the place to which man was destined, pay the price for sin once and for all and win man back--the substitution had to be without spot or blemish

V. Some scriptures

V. Php 2:5-8 (Amp) Let this same attitude and purpose and humble mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus--let Him be your example of humility--Who, although being essentially one with God and in the form of God (possessing the fullness of the attributes which make God God), did not think this equality with God was a thing to be eagerly grasped or retained; but stripped Himself [of all privileges and rightful dignity] (one translations says He laid it aside) so as to assume the guise of a servant (slave), in that He became like men and was born a human being. And after He had appeared in human form (one translation says and being recognized as truly human) He abased and humbled Himself (still further) and carried His obedience to the extreme of death, even the death of [the] cross.
V. Jn 5:26-27 (Amp) For even as the Father has life in Himself and is self-existent, so He has given to the Son to have life in Himself and be self-existent. And He has given Him authority and granted Him power to execute (exercise, practice) judgment, because He is a Son of man (very man) or fully man
V. Ac 2:36 Therefore let the whole house of Israel recognize beyond all doubt and acknowledge assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, the Messiah, this Jesus Whom you crucified.
V. If He were already Lord and Christ, why does God have to make him it?

V. Jesus at the end of His earthly ministry said in Jn 17:5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with you before the world was
V. If He were already glorified, why does God have to glorify Him?

V. Why Jesus had to come as a man

V. God needed a substitute (one who takes the place of another) to win man back from Satan

V. The only way the substitute could be a true substitute would be to be like the one it was substituting for--a man

V. He had to be without spot or blemish--a perfect man

V. The only way God could legally win back His man from Satan would be for

V. Gods son to set aside His deity 

V. Come to earth as a human being through a virgin birth so as not to have mans seed in Him 

V. Live a sinless life 

V. Be sacrificed for mans sins 

V. Go to hell where man belonged and pay the penalty because of Adams treason

V. Come out of hell and take the keys of hell and death from Satan 

V. Deposit His blood with God and open the way for man to once again belong to God through Him

V. Jesus did all of this, but not as deity but as a man

Lesson 2.     Pre-Existent Ministry Before He Came to Earth
I. He existed with the Father God from the beginning

A. Proverbs 8:22-31
1. The subject of Proverbs 8 is "Wisdom" (vs. 1)

2. 1 Cor 1:24 tells us "Christ is the wisdom of God"

3. 1 Cor:30 says God made Jesus wisdom

4. By these scriptures we know vs. 22-31 is talking about Jesus

a) This passage shows where Jesus came from before he existed on earth as a human being (vs. 22-23), what His function was (vs. 30) and it tells us His delight has always been with man

B. John 1:1-3
1. Verse 1  -  "The Word was with God"

a) John 1:14  -  "The Word became flesh and dwelt among us"

(1) The Word was "the only begotten of the  Father"

(2) 1 John 4:9  says God sent His only begotten Son into the world

b) This clearly shows that the Word in John 1:1 is Jesus and that Jesus was with God in the beginning

2. Verse 1  -  "the Word was God"

a) God is a three-part being--God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), God the Holy Spirit

b) They are one but they have separate functions or jobs

3. Verse 3  -  tells us all things were made by Jesus just as Prov 8:30 tells us He was the master of the work God the Father created

a) Col 1:16 says all things were made by Him and for Him

b) This was Jesus's function when He pre-existedith God before He came to earth--all things were made through Him 

(1) Everything exists through Jesus; He holds everything together

(2) Everything was made for His body; we are His body

II. He appeared in the Old Testament as the angel of the LORD

A. When you see the term "angel of the LORD" in the Old Testament, this means angel of Jehovah and is the visible Lord God of the Old Testament as Jesus was the visible Lord God of the New Testament

B. Some appearances in the Old Testament 

1. Genesis 22:11  -  when the angel of the LORD appeared and produced a ram for a sacrifice when Abraham was preparing to sacrifice his son, Isaac

2. Exodus 3:2-6  -  when the angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in the burning bush to give an important message to Moses

3. Exodus 14:19-20  -  when the Israelites were led from Egypt by Moses and the angel of the LORD appeared as a cloud by day to lead them and as a fire by night for light, warmth and protection

4. Psalms 34:7  -  the angel of the LORD that camps round about them that fear Him and delivers them is referring to Jesus

5. After Jesus was born, the angel of Jehovah (LORD) never appears again in Bible

a) When you see "angel of the Lord" in the New Testament the meaning of Lord is different.  It is not Jehovah.

Lesson 3.     His Birth and Childhood
I. Lk 1:5-25 -- Birth of John the Baptist foretold

A. Zachariah, a Jewish priest, and his wife, Elizabeth, who were both older in age had no children (childlessness was seen as a curse)

B. He was on duty in the temple burning incense when the angel, Gabriel, appeared and told him he would have a son and to name him John

1. John was to be a Nazarite and he would be filled with the Holy Spirit in his mothers womb

a) Nazarite vow is the same vow Samson lived by

b) Num 6:1-8 explains this vow

(1) No strong drink

(2) Could not cut hair

(3) Could not have contact with dead bodies

2. He would have a successful ministry

3. He would prepare the way for the Messiah

4. He would turn many Israelites to God

C. Vs 18 - Zachariah doubted the validity of the angelss message and the angel caused him to be unable to speak until the baby was born

1. Why?  He could abort Gods plan by the words of his mouth

II. Luke 1:26-38  (Mary view of Jesus birth)

A. An angel appeared to a teenage girl (a virgin about 15 years old) named Mary who was engaged to a man named Joseph who was probably much older than Mary

1. Three steps in a Jewish marriage

a) The agreement of the two families to the marriage

b) The public announcement of the agreed betrothal (engagement)

(1) This agreement could be broken only by death or divorce

(2) No sexual relations were permitted at this point

c) The marriage ceremony and living together

2. Jewish custom was that after the couple were betrothed, there was an exchanging of gifts. Then the bridegroom would return home and build a room onto his father's house.  When it was complete (sometimes this could take from 1 to 3 years) he would return for his bride.  The wedding ceremony and feast would take place for 5-7 days.  After this, they would physically become husband and wife

B. The angel told Mary she had found favor with God and that she would become pregnant and have a son whom she was to call Jesus

1. Jesus was a common name

a) It was the Greek name meaning savior; the Hebrew name for savior was Joshua

b) But when God chose a name, it was always significant to what a person would do or be

2. The angel said He would become a king and that His kingdom would never end

a) This is not necessarily saying he was the Messiah; it could have meant his future descendants would reign as well

C. Mary asked how this could be because she was a virgin

1. The virgin birth is important.  Because Adam disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, all mankind is born with a nature to sin.  This nature comes through the seed of man.  Jesus had to come through a virgin birth so that the nature of sin coming through man's seed would not be passed to him so that he could have the opportunity to remain sinless through life

a) Adam was born winless but chose to disobey God causing sin to enter human nature

b) Jesus was born sinless and chose to always obey God causing the ability of sin to be removed from human nature

D. The angel answered in verse 35 "the Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the most high will over shadow you"

1. Mary became pregnant by the Holy Spirit.  It is impossible for us to understand this with our natural mind, but we don't have to understand it. We just need to believe it because the Bible says it.

2. Mary responded in verse 38 "Behold the handmaiden of the Lord; be it unto me according to your word"

a) What she is saying is that she is God's servant and is willing to obey Him 

b) This is why Mary was picked by God to birth Jesus.  She trusted Him with all her heart.  Even though she could be stoned by having a baby and not be married, her trust in God was so great she was willing to risk her life

c) Notice the difference between she and Zachariah

(1) He responded with doubt and unbelief

(2) She responded in faith and trust

III. Lk 1:39-56
A. Soon after the angels appearance, Mary made a 4-5 day journey to see Elizabeth and stayed with her for three months--either to shortly before John was born or was there for the birth

B. Purpose: Both births were miracles--John being birthed by an elderly woman and Jesus being birthed by a teenage virgin

C. Although Mary believed the angel by faith, Im sure it was an encouragement to her to find Elizabeth pregnant as the angel had said

D. Each probably encouraged the other in the angels prophecies

E. Elizabeth also confirmed Mary was carrying the Messiah - Lk 1:41-43
IV. Matthew 1:18-25 (Josephs view of Jesus birth)

A. When Joseph found out Mary was pregnant and he knew he wasn't the father, he wanted to divorce her, but he loved her so much he wanted to do it quietly so she would not be disgraced

1. Jewish custom: the betrothal could be broken only by death or divorce 

B. An angel appeared to him and told him that Mary conceived the baby by the Holy Spirit and it was all right to have the marriage ceremony so he did but he had no physical relations with Mary until after Jesus was born

V. Luke 2:1-20
A. A decree was issued by Caesar, who was the ruler of the Roman Empire, that a census (a count of the population) was to be taken

B. In order for this to be done, every male had to travel with his family to the town of his ancestry to register

C. Since Joseph was of the house of David, he had to travel to Bethlehem (approximately 68 miles, 113 kilometers or 4 days journey) from Nazareth where he and Mary lived

D. All the inns in Bethlehem were full because of everyone coming to be registered for the census, but Joseph and Mary were allowed to stay in the stable of one of the inns

1. An inn was probably the guest room of a home

2. A stable, which housed the animals, was probably a cave beneath the house 

3. Jesus was born in this stable

E. Sometime during the first few days after Jesus's birth, shepherds were told about the birth by an angel; they came to see Jesus and God used them to spread the news of His birth

VI. Matthew 2:1-12
A. When Jesus was born, astrologers (those who study stars) in the Orient saw an unknown star in the sky

1. There is no indication these men were Godly men

2. They studied many religions and were interested in them all to a degree

3. That is why they came 

B. The Bible never says there were only three magi or astrologers, there could have been as many as 100 astrologers because they traveled in caravans of as many as this number

1. They brought a whole caravan of treasures for Jesus

C. They did not know where he was born because the star they had seen in the East disappeared when they left the East so they went to Jerusalem to ask Herod, the king of this region, if he knew anything about the birth

1. Herod was dying and was fearful about his territory being taken from him

2. He called together the chief priests and scribes of the Jews and asked them where the Christ was to be born

3. They told him the scriptures said Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)

4. He asked the astrologers when they had first seen the star

5. He told them when they found the child to send him a message so he could come worship him also

a) Actually he wanted to know so he could have him killed

D. After the astrologers left Jerusalem, the star again appeared to them and led them to Jesus' house in Nazereth, not Bethlehem, where Joseph had taken his family after Jesus was circumcised and blessed in the temple

E. Then in a dream they were told not to send a message to Herod and to return to their home a different way

F. The astrologers coming with gifts was planned by God

1. Joseph was not a wealthy man.  How do we know this?

a) Lev 12:6-8 tells us that at the circumcision of a male child, the law required the parents to bring a lamb for an atonement for the child.  If the family were poor, they were to bring 2 turtledoves instead

b) Lu 2:24 tells us Joseph and Mary brought 2 turtledoves

2. We know the astrologers came approximately two years after Jesus was born.  How do we know this?

a) Mt 2:11 tells us they went into the house, not the stable, to see the child (Gr. = paidon meaning toddler), not the baby.  Lu 2:16 says when the shepherds came to see Jesus, he was called a baby (Gr. brephas always meaning infant or newborn)

b) When Herod found out the astrologers had betrayed him, he decreed all Jewish male children under the age of two be killed

c) The astrologers had told him when they had first seen the star and he was able to determine that this child was 2 or younger

3. Because of Herod's decree to kill all Jewish boy babies, it was necessary for Joseph and Mary to take Jesus and flee to Egypt

a) The caravan of treasures of gold, myrrh and incense that the astrologers brought to Jesus was the provision God made so that Joseph could take his son out of danger, and it was the provision God made for Joseph's family to live on in Egypt for 1-2 years 

b) They returned to Nazareth when Jesus was somewhere between the age of 3 and 4, after Herod died

VII. Luke 2:40-51
A. This is the only recording in the Bible of Jesus's childhood

1. Joseph was a carpenter--Jesus as the eldest son in the family spent his childhood and teen years being trained as a carpenter

a) Jewish custom is for the eldest son to be trained in his father's profession

b) Joseph may have died during this time because there is no mention of him again

2. Jesus became strong in spirit and filled with wisdom

a) How  -  by studying the scriptures daily in the Old Testament, the only Bible there was then 

b) Jewish boys under the guidance of the fathers began memorizing the Law at the age of 3

3. Between the ages of 6-12 they studied in a synagogue school where they continued to memorize scriptures and learned about the lives of their ancestors as well as Jewish beliefs

a) There is no reason to believe that Jesus did not follow the normal upbringing of Jewish boys and would have studied the scriptures in the same way as all the Jewish boys

4. At age 12 Jesus went to Jerusalem with his family to celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, one of the 7 feasts celebrated by the Jews

a) He was lost for three days and when his parents found him, he was in the Temple with the Jewish teachers asking questions and listening to them

b) The teachers were astonished at his understanding of the scriptures at his age

c) It was here that we first know Jesus was aware He was Gods Son (Lk 2:49)

Lesson 4.     How He Knew His Destiny
I. Introduction

A. Weve already discussed that probably Jesus began memorizing scripture when He was 3 and that He probably spent 6 years in a Hebrew school from the ages of 6-12

B. At age 12 we know He met with teachers at the temple in Jerusalem and questioned them, Im sure, to confirm what the Holy Spirit had been revealing to Him through His study of the scriptures

C. All the Old Testament was written by the time Jesus was born

D. What did He read about Himself in the scriptures that revealed His destiny?

II. How He learned about Himself

A. He learned from His parents His mothers conversation with angel

1. He would be given the throne of David, His ancestor

2. There would be no end to His reign (this does not necessarily mean He was the Messiah but coupled with what He learned from scripture, it would point to that)

B. He learned from His parents about Simeons prophecy given in the temple the day He was dedicated when He was a baby (Lk 2:32-35)

1. He would be a light to the Gentiles (heathen)

2. He would bring glory to Israel

3. He would cause the rise and fall of many in Israel

4. He would set up a standard many would attack

5. He would bring out the secret aims of many hearts

C. Scriptural references to the Messiah that applied to Him

1. Ps 89 - a descendent of David


2. Mic 5:2 - born in Bethlehem

he fulfilled all three

3. Is 7:14 - born of a virgin



III. How He learned about His earthly ministry

A. Deut 18:15 - He was to function as a prophet

B. Is 41:8-13 - He was to be a servant

C. Is 40:6-8 - He would do Gods will

D. Is 42:1-4
1. He was to bring justice to the nations without violence

2. He was to encourage the bruised (hurting)

3. He was not to give up until His work was finished

E. He was to accomplish His ministry through the power of the Holy Spirit

F. Is 50:4-5 - He would be given the ability to deliver effectively the message He would be given

G. Is 50:7-9 - God would be there to help Him through it all

H. Is 61:1-3 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives , and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, to console those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified
I. Zech 9:9 - He would enter Jerusalem triumphantly

J. Is 53:1,3, Ps 118 - He would be rejected by His people

IV. He knew how He would die

A. Ps 41:9 - He would be betrayed by one of His followers

B. Is 50:6 - He would be whipped and His beard would be plucked

C. Is 53
1. He would be tried and condemned

2. He was to be silent before His accusers

3. He would be struck and spat on

4. He would suffer with criminals and He was to pray for His enemies

D. Ps 22 - He would be mocked and insulted and would die by crucifixion

E. Is 52 - His suffering and disfigurement would be unparalleled

F. Is 53 - He would die as a sacrifice for sin and would be a substitute for man

G. Ps 16:10 - He would be raised from the dead

H. Ps 110:1 - He would sit at the right hand of the Father once again

V. He knew what He would have to do on the Cross

A. Ps 22
1. His feet and hands would be pierced

2. God would turn from Him when sin was placed on Him

3. The crowd would jeer and mock Him

4. Lots would be cast for His garment by His enemies

B. Ps 34:20 - He would have no broken bones

C. Ps 69:21 - He would be offered vinegar and gall

VI. Conclusion

A. He read many more scriptures than was studied here about His purpose, earthly ministry, the ministry He is performing today and His future ministry

B. Through studying the scriptures He knew His destiny, knew what He would have to suffer to complete it

C. But by faith and trust in the scriptures and the Holy Spirit, He fulfilled it anyway despite any personal suffering He would have to endure

Lesson 5.     Preparation for Ministry
I. His first public appearance         Mt 3:13-17, Mk 1:9-11, Lk 3:21-23
A. Water baptism

1. When John the Baptist was baptizing people in the Jordan River, Jesus went from Nazareth in Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by him

2. When He came out of the water, heaven opened up and the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove and lit on Him (Jn 1:32 - Jon said the Spirit remained on Him)

3. Jesus was about 30 when this took place

4. Lk 3:23 tells us this began His ministry

B. Significance of His water baptism

1. Lk 3:16 John answered, saying to all, I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
a) Johns baptism was a baptism of repentance for remission of sins--turning people away from sin and turning them toward God

b) His baptism of water symbolized the washing away of sins

c) Jesus baptism with fire is two-fold

(1) It gives us power to do Gods will

(2) It symbolizes the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing judgment on those who refuse to repent

2. The purpose of Jesus water baptism

a) Symbolic of His consecrating his soul (mind, will and emotions) to the will of God forever

(1) Our water baptism should not only be the outward sign of what has taken place on the inside of us at the New Birth, but it should also be us consegrating our soul to the will of God forever

b) To identify completely with man

c) Showed He endorsed water baptism giving us an example to follow

d) When Jewish priests began public ministry, they were cleansed with water--announced the beginning of His ministry Jesus is our example 

C. Significance of the Holy Spirit descending on Him

1. When we become born again, the Holy Spirit comes in us to minister to us by sanctifying us and renewing our spirit man so we can receive the things of God

2. Jesus never sinned so His spirit man never needed regenerating or renewing--Holy Spirit was already dwelling in Him

3. The Holy Spirit comes on us to minister through us or prepare us for ministry

a) The Holy Spirit came on Jesus to empower Him to minister in the greatest way possible

b) He comes on us to empower us--we term this the baptism of the Holy Spirit

II. Temptation in the wilderness  -  Luke 4:1-13, Mk 1:12, Mt 4:1
A. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to have His faith tried 

B. When a person goes without food, the first few days he hungers, but then he does not hunger again until his body is at the point of starvation and it begins to hunger again.  This is usually around 40 days 

C. After 40 days Satan came and tempted Jesus in three areas

1. Through these temptations Jesus faced all He would go through in His ministry

2. Lust of the flesh (tell stones to become bread)

3. Lust of the eye (greed) (worship me and I will give you the kingdoms of the world)

4. Pride (throw yourself down from the temple and God will command His angels to guard you from hurting yourself

5. Satans whole object was to seduce Him from His allegiance to God like he had Adam & Eve

D. These are the same three areas Adam and Eve were tempted in (Genesis 3:6)

1. Lust of the flesh (saw the tree was good for food

2. Lust of the eye (pleasant to the eyes)

3. Pride (desirable to make man wise)

E. The test for both was whether they would put themselves above their allegience to God

1. Adam and Eve chose to eat the fruit and serve self

2. Jesus spoke the Word of God and chose to serve God

a) Lust of the flesh  -  feed self or feed the hungry

b) Greed  -  want power for self gratification or use it to raise the dead

c) Pride  -  misuse authority given him or use it to heal the sick

3. In the book of 1John, we are told we are tested in these same areas all the time and we continually have to make the choices to serve God or serve ourselves

Lesson 6.     A Chronological Overview of His Earthly Ministry
I. Introduction

A. We do not have time to do an in-depth chronological study of Jesus earthly ministry and also a study of His earthly ministry as our example

B. If you would like to do an in-depth chronological study, a paperback book called  An Interwoven Harmony of the Gospels by Orville E. Daniel would be a good book to purchase

1. Published by Welch Publishing Co., Inc, Burlington, Ontario, Canada

2. Copyright 1986

3. It parallels and harmonizes the four Gospels, and highlights the complete connected narrative of the life of Christ in the NIV version

C. In this lesson we will start an abbreviated chronological overall view of His earthly ministry

II. Before we start, lets look at His picking of 12 apostles (it took 1 years to complete the appointing of the twelve apostles)---in your student packet you have a summary of each of the 12's lives

A. Jn 1:35-51
1. Shortly after the temptation in the wilderness in the fall of 26, two of John the Baptists disciples, Andrew (Peters brother) and probably John came and spoke with Jesus

2. Andrew then went to Simon (Peter) and told him they had found the Messiah

3. He brought Simon to Jesus and Jesus told him he would be called Peter

4. At the same time Jesus asked Philip to come and follow Him

5. Philip told Nathaniel he had found the one Moses talked about in the scriptures

6. All five went to Nathaniels hometown, Cana, with Jesus to a wedding He had been invited to and witnessed the first miracle He performed, the turning of water into wine

7. After the wedding Andrew, John and Peter continued in their fishing business for about another year

8. Possibly Philip and Nathaniel continued traveling with Jesus but scripture doesnt say

B. The next scriptural record we have of Jesus being in contact with any of the 12 was at the end of 27 or beginning of 28, a little over a year later - Mt 4:18-22, Mk 1:16-20, Lk 5:1-11
1. Jesus had just moved to Capernaum from Nazareth

2. He was at the Sea of Galilee (actually a large lake) to teach a crowd that had gathered there

3. The crowd was so large Jesus didnt have room to preach

a) There were four fisherman and two boats who had just returned from fishing

b) The four fisherman were Peter and his brother Andrew; and John and his brother James

c) Jesus secured the services of Peter to row Him away from shore so He could preach

d) After His message He told Peter to drop His net into the sea

(1) The two boats had been out all night and caught nothing

(2) But Peter remembered Jesus turning the water into wine and did what He said and received a large catch

4. Jesus asked all four to come and follow Him and they left their lucrative fishing business and began to travel with Him

C. Matthew, the Levi, was next - Mt 9:9, Mk 2:13-14, Lk 5:27-28
1. He was from Capernaum and joined Jesus traveling team about the time the paralytic was dropped through the roof by his companions to be healed by Jesus 

D. The Bible does not tell of any specific accounts of how Jesus met the other six but in Mt 10, Mk 3, Lk 6 we read the account of how He selected the twelve out of His disciples (followers) to become His apostles (sent messengers)

1. This took place in the spring, 28

2. Before he picked them he fasted and prayed all night

3. The purpose of His choosing them

a) To travel with Him full-time

b) To train them to be sent out to preach

c) To give them authority to drive out demons

E. They followed Him as politicians, not thinking of themselves as preachers

1. They expected Him to establish a political world empire of which they would become administrators

2. Their training was not easy for Jesus because they were not thinking in spiritual terms

III. His early ministry (end of 26 - fall 27)

A. Jesus first year in ministry began in the fall of 26 with His water baptism

B. The first official act of His ministry was turning the water into wine at the wedding at Cana in the region of Galilee that five of His disciples witnessed

C. Then He went to Capernaum, also in Galilee, for a short visit with His family

D. In the spring 27 the first cleansing of the temple took place in Jerusalem in Judea during the Passover Festival that year (Jn 2:13-22)

1. While He was in Jerusalem at this time, He had his conversation with Nicodemus about being born again

E. Through the summer of 27 there was a parallel ministry of Jesus in Judea and John the Baptist in Samaria (evidently after the Passover Feast, He stayed in the Jerusalem area through the summer)

1. John was imprisoned in the fall of 27

2. After he was put in prison, Jesus left Judea and went back to Galilee

F. While traveling to Galilee from Judea, He passed through Samaria and encountered the Samaritan woman at the well

IV. Galilean Ministry (fall 27 - spring 29)   1  years

A. Jesus has now been in the ministry a year

1. There was not much ministry done the first year

2. 1 recorded miracle; cleansed the temple the first time & ministered to Nicodemus

B. When He returned to Galilee, He was eagerly welcomed by the Galileans (remember it was in Cana of Galilee that He performed His first miracle)

C. His second miracle took place in Capernaum - the healing of the Capernaum officials son

1. Capernaum was a day or less walk from Cana, no more than 20 mi.

2. It was large enough to be called a city

3. It was on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee at a lower elevation than Nazareth or Cana

4. It had its own synagogue

5. A Roman garrison was stationed there (the synagogue was built by a Centurion of this detachment that lived there)

6. A customs station where dues was gathered was here (Matthew Levi worked there)

7. It is where Peter & Andrew and John & James had their fishing business

D. Then He went home to Nazareth but He was rejected there

1. It was here at this time He went into the synagogue and quoted Isaiah 61:1-3 revealing who He was and His purpose

2. They townsmen became furious with His teaching, drove Him from town and tried to throw Him off a cliff

E. He left Nazareth and moved to Capernaum to live (this is when the four fishermen began to follow Him)

F. After the miraculous fish catch He healed Peters mother-in-law (He probably was staying in Peters home at this time)

G. In late winter and early spring of 28, He traveled through the region of Galilee for the first time with His six disciples--Nathaniel, Philip, James, John, Peter and Andrew--teaching, preaching, and healing

1. Healed a leper and the paralytic lowered down through the roof

2. It was at this time that Matthew, the Levi, became one of the 12; he lived in Capernaum

H. Probably in late spring 28 during the Passover Festival in Jerusalem (Jewish custom was to go to Jerusalem every spring for Passover Festival) that year is when He healed the man at the pool of Bethesda on the Sabbath causing a great controversy

I. The end of April or early May 28 was the time frame the controversy over His disciples plucking grain from a field on the Sabbath arose

J. Also at this time in a synagogue in Galilee Jesus healed the man with the shriveled hand on the Sabbath causing another controversy

K. During this period Jesus taught many times at the Sea of Galilee and multitudes were healed

L. It was the spring 28 that He picked the 12 apostles

1. After they were chosen, he took them to a mountainside in Galilee and taught them the message we know as the Sermon on the Mount

2. At the end of this intimate teaching of the 12, He also taught the multitudes who had followed them there

M. Next He healed the centurions servant at Capernaum

N. Then He raised from the dead the first of three persons recorded in the Bible--the widows son at Nain SW of Capernaum also in Galilee

O. It was at this time that John the Baptist (now in prison) sent his disciples to ask Jesus if He was the Messiah

P. Next Jesus toured the region of Galilee again, this time with all of His 12 apostles (probably about 3-6 months after traveling with the first 6 disciples)

Q. John the Baptist was beheaded during this time

R. Jesus at this time had been in the ministry over 1 years

1. His family became concerned about His controversial ministry

2. They thought He had lost His mind (Mk 3:20)
3. They came to Him to try to get Him to stop His ministry (Mt 12:46)

4. This is the account when they came to the door and one of His disciples told Jesus His mother and brothers were at the door and Jesus answered looking at His disciples these are my mother and my brothers

S. It was also during this time that He taught the parables about the Kingdom of God

T. It was after this teaching session that they were in the boat when Jesus stilled the storm

U. After crossing the sea that He stilled, He delivered the demoniac with the Legion of demons at Gadera

V. He returned to Capernaum then where he healed the woman with the issue of blood and raise Jairus daughter from the dead

W. Next He went to Nazareth a second time and again was rejected and couldnt do any miracles there

X. He toured Galilee for the third time training and teaching the 12

Y. After this He sent them out 2 X 2 on their first ministry trip

1. They came back thoroughly excited about what had been done through them

2. Remember they saw Him as a political not a spiritual leader

V. Beginning the spring of 28 He began an intense training of the twelve in districts beyond Galilee (spring - fall 29)

A. Jesus had been in the ministry for 2 years now and the 12 had been traveling with Him for 1 year as the chosen 12

B. The first trip they took out of Galilee was across the Sea of Galilee to the area where the feeding of the 5000 took place

1. The crowd they had just fed wanted to make Jesus king

2. Because of this Jesus told the 12 to get in the boat and go ahead of Him to Bethsaida and He went into the hills to pray

3. Jesus walked on the water to them later that night

C. After their return to the western shore of the Sea of Galilee multitudes of those who were sick were brought to Jesus and were healed

D. He returned to Capernaum and taught He was the bread of life and lost most of His disciples (followers)

E. After this Jesus and the 12 made their second trip out of the region of Galilee and went to Tyre and Sidon in the region of Phoenicia where Jesus healed the Syrophoenician womans daughter

F. Then they traveled to Decapolis, a comglomorate of 10 cities

1. Here a deaf man with a speech impediment was healed

2. Feeding of the 4000 took place

G. They briefly returned to Galilee and the blind man at Bethsaida was healed

H. Then He went to Caesarea Philippi (in the Syrian region) where He left 9 of the disciples and took Peter, James and John with him to an unnamed mountain, probably Mt. Hermon in Syria, where He met with Elijah and Moses and was transfigured

I. When He returned from there to Caesarea Philippi also in the Syrian region He delivered the boy with symptoms similar to epilepsy the disciples could not cast the devil out of

J. Jesus and 12 returned to Galilee where He continually began to forecast His death & resurrection

VI. Judean Ministry (Oct - Dec 29)

A. It was at the temple in Jerusalem at this time that the woman caught in the act of adultery was brought to Him

B. Hostile religious leaders also tried to stone Him at the temple at this time

C. Here the man born blind was healed

D. Jesus sent out 72 more followers 2 X 2 to preach and heal

E. Jesus also taught many parables while in Judea

F. He healed a dumb demoniac and the woman bent over with a spirit of infirmity both on Sabbaths

VII. Latter Ministry (Jan - Mar 30

A. First He toured in the region of Perea

1. Healed man with dropsy

2. Taught many parables

B. He then made a brief trip to Judea and Galilee 

1. He raised Lazarus from the dead

2. Healed the 10 lepers

C. Then He went back to the Perean region

1. The rich young ruler came to Jesus

2. James and John expressed they wanted to be next to Him in His kingdom

D. They returned to Judea

1. Healing of blind Bartimaeus

2. Conversion of Zacchaeus

VIII. Final ministry in Jerusalem (Apr 2-5, 30)

A. Triumphant entry the week before His death

B. Condemned the fruitless fig tree and it withered

C. Second cleansing of the temple

D. His authority challenged by the Sanhedrin (the Jewish court) 

E. He publicly denounced the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees

F. We will cover His last days later

IX. Three main aspects of Jesus ministry

A. Teaching - concern for understanding

B. Preaching - concern for commitment

C. Healing - concern for wholeness

D. His favorite method of teaching was by parables - Ps 78:1-2
1. Parable - something natural (a story, picture, event or custom) to illustrate a spiritual truth

2. Jesus used simple truths and words in illustrations that people of His day understood

Lesson 7.     The Miracles Performed Through Him
I. Introduction

A. Everything Jesus did on earth was done by putting faith in God and trust in the foice of the Holy Spirit

1. When Jesus came to earth he did not come as God but as a man, a human being, so he did not have any special powers any different from us

2. John 15:20  "Whatever I speak, I am saying exactly what the Father has told me to say"

3. 1 Peter 2:21, Philippians 2:5  -  Jesus is to be our example

B. There are 36 miracles recorded in the Bible that came through Jesus

1. 14 healings

2. 10 deliverances

3. 5 miracles of provision

4. 3 involving authority over the elements (weather, trees, natural elements)

5. 3 raising the dead

6. 1 creative miracles (replacing something that was not there)

C. The first miracle Jesus did was a miracle of provision, not healing or deliverance

1. It took place in Cana at a wedding feat of a friend of the family (John 2:1-11)

2. Jesus went with his mother

3. This provision was not a necessity to live

II. Other miracles Jesus did

A. Nobleman's son healed  -  John 4:46-54
1. Verse 50  -  "believed the word Jesus spoke to him"

a) Believing the word was enough to produce the miracle

2. Although laying on of hands is used by Jesus and is a way for God to heal, it is not necessary to have hands layed on a person for the person to get healed

3. Healing is an expression of God's love and compassion for our physical man. Miracles of healing draw men to God to get their spiritual needs met

4. The result of the healing (Vs 53)  - he and his whole household became believers

B. Casting out a demon spirit  -  Luke 4:33-37, Mark 1:21-28
1. There are 10 times recorded in the Bible where Jesus cast a demon out of a person

a) He cast out a demon of dumbness; demon of insanity; demon of blindness and dumbness; demons that caused seizures, foaming of the mouth, grinding of teeth and screaming; demon of suicide and demons of various sicknesses and diseases

2. Mark 1:21 - it took place in Capernaum where the nobleman was from

a) vs. 22 - he taught as one having authority

3. Luke 4:35   "Be quiet and come out"  -  Jesus used the authority he had over demons

a) vs. 36 - with authority and power he commanded the unclean spirits to come out

4. Getting rid of a spirit (demon) is only part of deliverance

a) Matthew 12:43-45  says that the vessel that the demonic spirit occupied must now be filled with the presence and power of God and the word. If the vessel is left empty, the demonic spirit will return with even more demonic spirits.  The person needs to be taught the word of God and helped in his Christian walk.  He needs to begin the change habits he has learned while he has been influenced by the demonic spirit

C. Centurion's servant healed - Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10
1. Took place in Capernaum -- many have been healed in this area at this time

2. Took place right after the 12 apostles were picked and Jesus had taught the Sermon on the Mount

3. Jesus had been in the ministry about 1 years

4. Centurion = leader over 100 Roman soldiers

5. Matthew said the centurion came; Luke said he sent Jewish elders, then friends

a) Jewish custom: sending someone is like the person coming himself

b) Matthew a Jew and would have said the centurion coming because sending the elders was like the centurion coming himself

c) Luke wasn't a Jew so would have said it the way it really was

6. The centurion owned the servant so would have had the authority to receive healing for him (Parents having authority to receive healing for children)

7. "As you have believed, let it be done"

D. Stilling of the storm  -  Mark 4:35-41, Matthew 8:23-27, Luke 8:22-25
1. In Mark 4:39 Jesus rebuked the wind and said to the sea "Peace, be still"  -  he commanded the wind and the sea to be at peace and cease its destructive activity

2. He took authority over the natural elements of the wind and the sea

3. In Exodus 14:21 at the command of God given in verse 16 Moses took authority over the Red Sea and it parted

a) In 1 Kings 17:1 Elijah said there would be no rain for three years and there was no rain

b) In 1 Kings 18:42-45 Elijah prayed three years later and rain came

c) Moses and Elijah took the authority given them by God and changed natural elements.  Jesus had read about these accounts, so when the Holy Spirit told Jesus to take authority over the wind and sea he knew it was scriptural

d) If the Holy Spirit directs us to take authority over natural elements, we know it's scriptural because Jesus, our example, did it

E. Gaderene demoniac delivered - Matthew 8:28-34, Mark 5:1-20, Luke 8:26-39
1. Gadera on a high hill overlooking Sea of Galilee

2. It was a Greek village

3. Matthew said two demon possessed men came out of the tombs to meet Jesus

4. Mark & Luke say one man

a) Mark 5:6 "saw from afar came to worship him"

b) Demons do not come to worship when the see the power of God; they run from it

c) I believe the man "came to his senses" for a split second and showed Jesus wanted to be delivered by coming to him and then the demons immediately took over again

5. Description of the man

a) Had had demons for a long time

b) Wore no clothes

c) Lived among the tombs, wild

d) No one could bind him (strong)

e) Cried out night and day & cut self with stones

f) Had 2000-6000 demons in him

6. "Come out unclean spirit"; when didn't asked the name of the demon

a) Legion because we are many

b) A legion of Roman soldiers was 6000 in number

7. "Let us go into the (2000) swine" (Demons are territorial and do not want to leave the territory they have been assigned to)

8. The swine suddently ran violently down the hill and drown (The same demons that made the man insane caused the swine to go insane)

9. Why they wanted Jesus to leave: they had lost millions of (money of the country) worth of swine, their livelihood

10. Man wanted to come with Jesus but Jesus told him to go to Decapolis and preach

F. Jairus' daughter raised from the dead - Mk 5:21-24, Lk 8:41-42, Mt 9:18-19, 23-26
1. Jairus' daughter was 12 years old, his only child

2. The Bible doesn't say what was wrong with her

3. In Mark 5:23 Jairus requested "Come and lay hands on her that she may be healed and will live"

4. In Mark 4:35 a servant of Jairus' came and said his daughter was dead--natural circumstances said to give up

5. But Jesus said in verse 36 "Don't be afraid, only believe"  -  Jesus was saying don't let natural circumstances cause you to fear and hinder your faith

6. In verse 39 when Jesus said "The child is not dead but sleeping", He was speaking His faith.  He wasn't saying it to convince Himself or others; He was speaking the spiritual knowledge He knew in His heart

7. Jesus did not let unbelief in the room.  He took three strong believers with Him; these three had been present when He had raised the widow's son from the dead earlier

8. He layed hands on her and spoke--what had her father requested in verse 23?  "Come and lay hands on her that she may be healed and will live"

a) We need to listen to people to find out where their faith is

G. Feeding of the 5000  -  Mark 6:31-44, Matthew 14:13-21, Luke 9:10-17, John 6:1-14
1. Actually when the scriptures say 5000 they mean 10,000 men, women and children there

2. Jesus had departed to the wilderness to rest and pray

3. The crowds followed him there

4. In Mark 6:34 it says Jesus was "moved with compassion"

a) Others needs came before Jesus' needs, but the Bible tells us that later that night he went up into the mountain and prayed all night to renew his spirit as he had intended to do by going into the wilderness

5. In Mark 6:37 Jesus said "Give them something to eat" (Philippians 4:19)

6. In Mark 6:37  -  200 danarii is equal to (country's money value)

7. A boy offered 5 loaves of bread and two fish

a) 10,000 = 100-200 groups; 8-16 groups per apostle

b) I believe the food multiplied as it was being passed in the individual groups otherwise it would have taken 8 hours to feed them

c) The actual resources were not enough to meet the need, but when Jesus blessed the food and believed God, there was more than enough

d) Usually God blesses what we set our hand to do rather than miraculously create a supply.  He multiplies what we already have rather than create something new 

a) When we are in need, we should seek God's direction for something to set our hand to and then trust Him to bless it and multiply the results of our work

B. Malchus' (a servant of the High Priest) severed ear restored  -  Luke 22:49-51, Matthew 26:50-51, Mark 14:46-47, John 18:10
1. This takes place in the Garden of Gathsemane when Jesus was arrested

2. Peter cut off Malchus' ear but he probably was not aiming for the ear.  He probably had intended to cut his head off and Malchus ducked

3. Jesus layed hands on where the ear had been

4. This was a creative miracle of an amputated part of the body

III. Other factors about the miracles Jesus did

A. He spoke to a high fever, rebuked it, and commanded it to leave and it did

1. In Luke 5:1-11 the fishermen had been fishing all night and had caught nothing. In the morning Jesus said "let your nets down for a catch"

a) Daytime is not a good time to fish--night time is better

b) They had not caught any fish in this same place the night before

c) In verse 5 Peter said, "at your word, I will let down the net".  He acted on the word of Jesus and caught the largest catch he had ever caught

(1) We are to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit

(2) We are to be obedient to that voice

(3) We are not to look at natural circumstances

B. There was one man Jesus healed, the impotent man at the pool of Bethesda (John 5:2-15), that he told "sin no more, lest a worse thing come on you" (verse 14)

1. Impotent means feeble  -  disease, sickness, weakness

2. It's not God who places a worse thing on man to punish him

3. Satan is always ready to take healing away from a person, sin puts a person in Satan's territory to rob and destroy  (John 10:10)

C. Jesus healed the Centurion's servant, (Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10) an unbeliever.  God will heal an unbeliever if he has a measure of faith

1. The person healed must have a measure of faith to be healed; he must receive the healing

D. When Jesus walked on the water (Matthew 14:23-33, Mark 6:45-52, John 6:15-21) there was a specific reason for it.  There are no other recordings in the Bible of walking on water

1. We are not to try to copy what someone else has done.  It won't work.  We must listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit and do what He says

2. Peter walked on the water to Jesus.  As long as he kept his eyes on Jesus, he was able to stay afloat.  The minute he looked at the waves, he sunk

a) Putting his eyes on the circumstances (the waves) caused him to doubt

b) The entrance of fear and doubt don't just happen all at once

c) Fear & doubt in Peter didn't happen all at once.  Mt 14:30 says "began to sink"

(1) When we begin to sink, we need to put our eyes back on Jesus.  As Jesus did for Peter, he will keep us from drowning in our circumstances

IV. There are no formulas when God uses us as vessels to do miracles through.  We must listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit tell us how to minister to a particular person.  

A. Jesus:

1. Put his fingers in the ears of a deaf man

2. Spit on the tongue of a person who couldn't speak

3. Spit on the eyes of a blind man; smeared mud in the eyes of another blind man

4. Layed hands on some; spoke healing to others

5. Raised a man (Lazarus) from the dead who had been in the tomb 4 days

B. Not all of Jesus's healings were instantaneous; two were not, so healings do not have to be instantaneous (Blind man of Bethsaida - Mark 8:22-26)

V. The keys of Jesus's successful ministry

A. He was moved with compassion, not sympathy

1. Sympathy feels sorry for a person but can do nothing about it

2. Compassion feels sorry for a person but asks the Holy Spirit how to help that person and then does what He tells him to do

B. He studied the scriptures daily

C. He listened to the voice of the Holy Spirit and was obedient to the voice

D. He ignored religious traditions that make the power of God of no effect (Mark 7:13)

E. He put others before himself

F. He spent much time in prayer (many nights he stayed up all night and sought God's direction

G. He taught simple truths and used examples from daily life that people could identify with and understood

VI. The miracles Jesus did he did by the power of the Holy Spirit who descended upon him like a dove when he was baptized by John the Baptist not because he was the Son of God

Lesson 8.     His Death, Resurrection and Ascension
I. Background

A. When we think of a cross, we think of a cross that is known as the Latin cross which has its cross-arm attached 2-3 feet below the top

B. But the common form of cross used in Jesus day was the tau cross, shaped like our capital T.  On this cross the cross-arm was placed in a notch at the tope of the upright portion of the cross (see picture)

C. The upright portion was generally permanently fixed in the ground at the site of execution.  The condemned man was forced to carry the cross-arm, apparently weighing about 110 pounds from the prison to the execution

D. When the condemned was nailed to the cross, the nails were driven between the small bones of the wrists and not through the palms

E. Nails driven through the palm will strip out between the fingers when they support the weight of a human body (see picture)

F. A small sign stating the victims crime was usually carried at the front of the procession and later nailed to the cross above the head

G. This sign with its staff nailed to the top of the cross would have given it somewhat the characteristic form of the Latin cross

II. His death (placed in the setting of the traditional Easter story)

A. Jesus and His disciples came to Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, one of the seven feasts celebrated by the Jews

1. The feast began with the passover meal

B. On Thursday Jesus sent Peter and John to secure a room for Him and the disciples to celebrate the passover meal

1. They secured an upper room in a home--an upper room was a guest room

C. That night at the meal, Jesus said that by the Spirit He knew one of the disciples would betray him

D. Judas Iscariot, the treasurer of Jesus's ministry, is the disciple who betrayed Him.  But when he left the upper room to tell the soldiers where Jesus would be, the other disciples thought he was leaving to give money to the poor because he often did this on the behalf of Jesus

E. After he left, Jesus passed a cup of wine and the plate of bread around the table to all the disciples and explained how they represented his blood that would be shed and his body that would be broken.  The disciples drank from the cup and ate the bread.  This was the very first time what we know as communion today was ever taken

F. After the meal all of them went to the Mount of Olives and Jesus encouraged the disciples to trust God even if He were not with them

G. He prayed a prayer for them (it is for us today also).  We find this prayer in John 17

H. At midnight on Thursday night Jesus and the disciples were in the Garden of Gethsemane

1. Jesus left the disciples and went by himself to pray

2. He fell on his face and struggled with what he would have to do but ended his prayer with "not my will be done but yours, God"

a) His physical suffering began in Gethsemane

b) Lk 22:44  His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.
c) Though very rare, under great emotional stress, tiny capillaries in the sweat glands can break, thus mixing blood with sweat.  This process alone could have produced marked weakness
3.  An angel came and strengthened him

4. When he returned to the disciples, a crowd was coming up the path led by Judas Ascariot

5. The soldiers seized Jesus and arrested him

I. 1:00AM, Friday morning  -  At the house of the High Priest 

1. The soldiers took Jesus to the High Priest's house

2. He was questioned about his teachings by the High Priest

J. 2:00-3:00AM, Friday morning  -  At the Sanhedrin (Jewish Court)

1. From the High Priest's house, Jesus was taken to the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Court, to be questioned by the Jewish chief priests, the Jewish teachers, and the Jewish elders

2. The trial was quick and illegal--night time trials were illegal in Israel

3. Many false witnesses testified against him but their accusations did not agree. Through this time Jesus remained silent

4. Jesus was asked if he was the Christ, the Son of God, and he was commanded to answer

5. Jesus said he was and the men of the Sanhedrin accused him of blaspheming God and condemned him to die

6. If Jesus would have remained silent, the Sanhedrin would have had to release him for lack of evidence

a) This illustrates that no one took his life, he gave it

7. It was at the trial that the first physical trauma was inflicted

a) The men guarding him began mocking him, saying insulting things to him and beating him.  They spit in his face, blindfolded him and began striking him with their fists and slapping him in the face

K. 5:00AM, Friday morning  -  At Pilate's (the Roman Governor) House

1. The Jews did not have the authority to sentence someone to die because they were under the rule of the Romans.  Only the Romans could do that so they took Jesus to Pilate

2. His face was battered and bruised; he was dehydrated and worn out from a sleepless night

3. The Jews accused Jesus of all kinds of things before Pilate, but Jesus did not defend himself which amazed Pilate

4. Pilate said he saw no reason to put Jesus to death, but the Jews kept insisting and mentioned Jesus was from Galilee

5. When Pilate heard Jesus was a Galilean, he sent Jesus to Herod, the Governor of Galilee, who was in Jerusalem at the time

L. Before 6:00 AM - Taken to Herod's 

1. Herod questioned Jesus after hearing the accusations by the Jews

2. Jesus would not answer

3. Herod then mocked Jesus, had an eloquent robe put on him, and sent him back to Pilate

M. About 6:00 AM - Taken back to Pilate's

1. Pilate still found no reason to execute Jesus

2. Pilate's custom at the time of the Feast of Unleavened Bread was to release one prisoner.  So he gave the Jews a choice

3. They were to pick between releasing a murderer named Barabbas or Jesus.  They picked Barabbas and demanded Jesus be crucified (the most humiliating way a person could be executed at that time)

4. Pilate consented to do it

a) He condemned Jesus against the wishes of his heart because of fear of man

b) Without the Chief Priests cooperation, he ran the risk of unrest among the Jews with possible punishment of Ceasar for failure to govern well

c) As it turned out, Caesar exiled him from office a few years later anyway

5. When a person was condemned to die by crucifixion, it began with whipping the condemned

a) Flogging was a legal preliminary to every Roman execution and only women and Roman senators or soldiers were exempt

b) Scourging was intended to weaken the victim to a state just short of collapse or death.  After scourging, the soldiers often taunged their victim

c) Sometimes jagged pieces of metal, glass and bone were tied on the ends of several strips of leather which would tear open the skin and into the underlying skeletal muscles causing great pain and loss of blood.  The extent of blood loss would determine how long the victim would survice on the cross

d) A detailed study of 1Pt 2:24 indicates that the scourging of Jesus was particularly harsh

e) Jesus was whipped 39 times

f) Probably the Roman soldiers would see it as a great joke for Jesus to be a king.

g) For two hours they mocked him by first throwing a robe across his shoulders and placing a stick in his hand for a sceptre.

h) Then they took small flexible branches covered with 3" thorns, commonly used for kindling fires in the charcoal braziers in the courtyard, and plaided them into the shape of a crude crown

i) They pressed the crown into his scalp causing great bleeding as the throns pierced the vascular tissue

j) After stiking him across the face, they took the stick (sceptre) from his hand and struck him across the head, driving the thorns deeper into the scalp

k) Then they tore the robe from his back.  The robe would have already become adhered to the clots of blood and serum in the wounds and removing it the way they did would have caused excruciating pain and would have caused the wounds to begin to bleed again

l) So even before the actual crucifixion, Jesus physical condition was serious and possibly critical

N. The Crucifixion

1. Crucifixion was one of the most disgraceful and cruel methods of execution

2. It was reserved for slaves, foreigners, revolutionaries and the vilest of criminals

3. By Roman law, usually Roman citizens could not be crucified

4. Golgotha was the sight chosen outside of Jerusalem for all crucifixions and permanent stipes (upright portions of the cross) would have already been in the ground

5. These stipes were 6-8 feet tall

6. To prolong death, a horizontal wooden block serving as a crude seat would be attached midway down the stipe (see picture)

7. At 8:00 AM the cross-arm was tied across Jesus shoulders

8. The 650 yard, hour long procession of Jesus, the two thieves and the execution detail of Roman shouldiers began its slow journey along the route which we know today as Via Dolorosa

9. In spite of Jesus efforts to walk erect, the weight of the cross-arm, together with exhaustion was too much.  He stumbled and fell.  The rough wood of the beam gouged into the lacerated skin and muscles of his shoulders.  He tried to rise but couldnt.  The centurion, anxious to proceed, selected a North African onlooker (Simon of Cyrene) to carry the cross.  Jesus followed, still bleeding

10. When they reached the sight, by law Jesus was offered a bitter drink mixed with myrrh as a mild sedative but he refused to drink it

11. The condemned were either tied or nailed to the cross--the most vicious criminals were nailed

12. At approximately 9:00 AM, the cross-bar was placed on the ground and Jesus was thrown backward, with his shoulders placed against the wood.  This probably opened the back wounds again and dirt from the ground would have entered the wounds

13. The soldier drove a heavy, 5-7", square wrought-iron nails through the wrists and deep into the wood careful not to crush or sever the large nerve that runs through each wrist

14. He would not pull the arms too tightly but would allow for some flexion and movement

15. Then the cross-bar would be lifted into place at the top of the low stipe (4 soldiers would have easily been able to lift him and secure him on the stipe)

16. Then the sign Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews was nailed into place

17. The left foot was pressed backward against his right foot.  With both feet extended, toes down, a nail was driven through the arch of each, leaving the knees moderately flexed.

18. Jesus was now crucified

O. On the Cross

1. It would take from a few hours to days to die depending on the severity of the scourging

2. There have been reported instances where people lived for 9 days before dying, but usually it would take from 2-3 days

3. It was not uncommon for insects to light on the condemned and burrow into open wounds, eyes, ears and nose and birds of prey to tear at wounds while the person was dying

4. As Jesus slowly sagged down causing more weight on the nails in the wrists, excruciating, fiery pain shot along the fingers and up the arms.  The nails in the wrists were putting pressure on large nerve trunks in the mid-wrist and hand.

5. As he pushed himself upward to avoid this torment, he placed his full weight on the nail through his feet.  Again there was searing pain as the nail tore through the nerves between the bones of the feet.  Also by pushing up, the raw back wounds rubbed against the rough wood and would continually reopen and bleed

6. As the arms fatigued, great waves of cramps swept over the muscles, knotting them in deep, throbbing pain.  With these cramps came the inability to push upward

7. Hanging by the arms, the large muscles of the chest were paralyzed and the small between the ribs were unable to act.  Air could be drawn into the lungs but it could not be exhaled

8. Jesus fought to rise himself in order to get even one short breath.  Finally, the carbon dioxide level increased in the lungs and in the blood stream and the cramps partially subsided

9. Speaking would have been difficult and could be done only when he exhaled--Jesus uttered seven short sentences

a) First, looking down at the Roman soldiers throwing dice for his garment, he said Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.
b) Second, to the penitent thief who was being crucified beside him he said, Today, thou shall be with me in Paradise
c) Third, looking down at Mary, his mother, he said, Woman, behold your son. and to John, his most loved disciple standing next to her, he said,.  Behold your mother.
d) Fourth, he cried, My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
10. By this time, He had suffered six hours with pain.  Then another agony began, a deep crushing pain in the chest as the sac surrounding the heart, slowly filled with serum and began to compress the heart.

11. Dehydration caused Jesus to experience great thirst, and he cried his fifth statement, I thirst.  A sponge soaked with a cheap, sour wine, which was a common drink of the Roman soldiers, was given to him

12. He was now close to death.  He knew it and uttered his sixth word, It is finished.  His mission of atonement had been completed.  He could allow his body to die.  With one last surge of strength, he once agian pressed his feet against the nail, straightened his legs, took a breath and said his last words, Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.  At 3:00 PM, Jesus died.

13. In order that the Sabbath not be profaned, the Jews asked that the condemned men be removed from the crosses before sundown.  The common method of ending a crucifixion was by breaking the bones in the legs so that the victim could not push himself up.

14. The legs of the two thieves were broken, but when the soldiers approached Jesus, they saw it was unnecessary, but there had been cases where people were resusitated after being taken off the cross, so a soldier drove a sword between the ribs, upward through the large chest muscle into the heart to make sure he was dead.

15. Jn 19:34 says immediately blood and water came out.  This shows there was an escape of watery fluid from the sac surrounding the heart and the blood of the interior of the heart.  This is conclusive evidence that Jesus died, not the usual crucifixion death by suffocation, but of heart failure because of our sins being placed on Him

P. Before sundown at 6:00 PM, Friday night, Jesus was taken from the cross and put in a tomb and a large stone was rolled across the entrance of the cave to seal it (this was the usual burial)

III. His Resurrection

A. Before dawn, Sunday

1. An angel rolled the stone from the tomb

2. While it was still dark, Mary Magdalene, a woman Jesus had delivered from several demons and a close follower of his, went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been rolled away so she ran to Peter and John and told them Jesus had been taken out of the tomb and she didn't know where he had been put

B. Just after sunrise, Sunday

1. Two other women went to the tomb and found it empty. While they were there two angels appeared who looked like men and told them Jesus had risen.  So they left to tell the disciples.

2. After Mary Magdalene had talked with Peter and John, they ran to the tomb thinking Jesus's body had been stolen.  (They had not talked with the two women whom the angel had told Jesus had risen).  When they arrived they saw the tomb was empty and they left bewildered

3. Mary Magdalene returned to the tomb after this.  She was crying because she thought someone had taken Jesus's body and she didn't know where it was. Jesus appeared to her.  She started to touch him, but Jesus told her not to because he had not yet gone to the Father.  (Jesus was to be the perfect sacrifice without spot or blemish so he could not be touched by man until he had gone to heaven and handed the Father God his blood for the atonement for our sins)

C. Sunday afternoon Jesus appeared to two men on the road and that night He appeared to His disciples without Thomas present

D. One week later he again appeared to the disciples and Thomas was present at this time

E. He stayed on earth for 40 days and there are many accounts in the Bible where Jesus appeared to different people  (Matthew 28:9-10, Luke 24:13-32, John 20:19-25, John 21:1-23, Acts 1:3-5, Mark 16:9-14)

IV. His ascension (Mark 16:19-20, Luke 24:50-53, Acts 1:6-12)

A. After 40 days, Jesus led his disciples to a place near Bethany after walking on the earth for 40 days after his resurrection

B. He lifted his hands and blessed them.  While he was doing this, he was taken up in a cloud right before their eyes.  While they were watching Jesus being taken up, two angels appeared and said that Jesus would one day come back the same way they saw him taken into heaven

Lesson 9.     The Meaning of the Cross
I. Is 53:4-5 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was] upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
A. Griefs = sickness, disease

B. Sorrows = pain

C. Esteem = count

D. Stricken = plagued with disease

E. Smitten = attacked, ravaged, killed
F. Afflicted = humiliated

G. Wounded = defiled, desecrated

H. Transgressions = rebellion

I. Bruised = crushed

J. Iniquities = guilt, perversity

K. Chastisement = correction

L. Peace = completeness, safety, soundness in body, welfare, health, prosperity

M. Stripes = wounds

II. Surely he has borne our sickness and disease, and carried our pain; yet we did count him plagued with disease, attacked, ravaged, killed of God, and humiliated.  But he was defiled, desecrated for our rebellion, he was crushed for our guilt and perversity: the correction of our completeness, safety, soundness in body, welfare, health and prosperity was upon him; and with his wounds we are healed
A. This scripture without a doubt shows that the purpose of the Cross was two-fold:

1. For our physical healing

2. For our spiritual healing

III. 2Co 5:21 says He who knew no sin became sin
A. All sin was placed on Jesus when He was on the Cross

B. God cant look upon sin so the relationship between Jesus and God was broken

IV. All our diseases and sicknesses were placed on Jesus

A. Every blow He took when He was beaten and every stripe He took when he was whipped was so that we could be physically and emotionally healed of every emotional and physical hurt we have encountered

Lesson 10.     What Happened During the Three Days Jesus body was in the Tomb
I. When Jesus cried out My God, My God why have you forsaken me? he was showing that for the first time in His knowing, He was separated from God

A. The relationship was broken by our sins that was placed on Him

B. God cannot look upon sin, so He had to turn His back on His son

C. Jesus died spiritually (His relationship with God was broken)

1. Col 1:18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence
2. Rev 1:5 also states Jesus is the firstborn from the dead

3. These mean spiritual death--others had been raised from natural death (both Elijah and Elisha had raised people from the dead and Jesus raised three from the dead)

II. When Jesus died, His spirit descended into hell when it left His physical body

A. Mt 12:40 (Jesus is speaking) For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man (one of Jesus names) be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth
B. Acts 2:25-28,31 (Paul quotes David as saying about Jesus) I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will you allow Your Holy One to see corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of joy in Your presence. (Vs. 31) he...spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.
III. After payment was made so we wouldnt have to go to hell, the Father God said it was enough, that payment had been paid for His children and He sent the Holy Spirit to hell to bring Jesus out

A. 1Pe 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit
B. Ro 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you
IV. He met Satan and his demonic beings and conquered them

A. Lk 11:21-22 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. But when a stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoils
1. The strongman is Satan and the stronger One is Jesus (Is 53:12)
B. Col 2:15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He (Jesus) made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
C. This did not take place in hell but in the heavenlies where Satan and his demonic powers have their home; somewhere between earth and the third heaven where Gods throne is

V. He obtained the keys of death and hell

A. These are the spoils talked about in Lk 11 when the stronger One overcame the strong man

B. Rev 1:18 (Jesus is speaking) I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death
VI. After He came out of hell and defeated Satan, He ascended into heaven and deposited His blood with the Father

A. Jn 20:17 Jesus said to her (talking to Mary Magdelene when she met Him at the tomb after He resurrected) Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God
Lesson 11.     His Present-day Ministry
I. He is the head of the Church

A. Ephesians 1:22-23
1. He is the head; we are His body and in us corporately He lives in full measure which means that when we operate in unity as a full body, God's purposes will be fulfilled much greater than if we don't operate in unity

2. Blessiings come when there is unity - Ps 133
B. Colossians 1:18 - He is to be first place in everything we do

II. He is our High Priest (Hebrews 6:19-20)

A. As High Priest He makes reconciliation for our sins - Hebrews 2:17
B. As High Priest He sympathizes with our weaknesses - Hebrews 4:15
C. As High Priest He offers mercy and grace to help in our time of need - Hebrews:16

III. He is the mediator between the unsaved and God  (Hebrews 8:6)

A. 1 Timothy 2:5  "there is one God and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus"

B. No man can approach God except through a mediator

1. In John 14:6  Jesus says "I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No man comes to the Father but through me"

IV. He is an intercessor for the Christians (Hebrews 7:25)

A. In every temptation, trial, and hard place Jesus prays for us.  That's the reason for our victory

B. Philippians 4:13  -  Strength comes through His intercession

V. He is our advocate or family lawyer  (1 John 2:1)
A. Whenever we sin and our fellowship (not relationship--relationship can't be broken by sin) is broken with God, Jesus as advocate remains faithful

1. 1 John 1:9  "If we confess our sins, He is faithful to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness

B. Jesus takes our case to defend us and when we confess our sins and repent, He restores our fellowship with the Father

VI. What is the meaning of having a High Priest, mediator, intercessor, and advocate in the highest seat of authority in the universe?

A. You have a need

B. You enter the Throne Room by prayer

C. The Father, who loves you and gave His son for you, is seated on the Throne

D. The son, Jesus, who loves you and gave of Himself for you, is seated at His side loving you

E. You can come boldly to the Throne because you are a new creation and in right standing with them

F. You state your request

G. You know it will be answered because you are a child of the Father who has everything and wants to give all to you (1 John 5:14-15)

H. Jesus is there to back you up (defending you) saying you are worthy to receive

Lesson 12.     His Future Ministry
I. His Second Coming

A. This event will conclude this Age--the Age of the Church

B. Christ will return for His church (the believers)  (1 Th 4:13-18, 1Cor 15:51, Mt 24:3,27,30,31)
C. The Church will be glorified and taken into heaven before the 7-year period known as the Tribulation

D. At the end of this 7-year period, Christ will return to earth in power and glory to judge the nations and set up His 1000-year reign Kingdom and the saints in heaven will return with Him   (Jude 14,15)

E. At this time Satan will be put in chains for 1000 years and not have any dominion on the earth  (Revelations 20:1-3)

F. No one knows when Jesus will come to take the Church to heaven (Mt 24:37-39,42; Mk 13:32)
II. The Millennium (The 1000-year Reign)

A. This is the 1000-year period Jesus will reign on earth.  (Rev 20:4-5)

1. We will rule with Him during this time  (Revelations 20:6)
2. There will be no early death, the animals will be at peace with each other (Is 65:17-25)
3. All the nations will worship Jesus as King and Lord of hosts  (Zechariah 14:16)

4. The kingdom of Israel will be restored and all the prophecies said about Israel in the Old Testament that have not been fulfilled will be

B. At the end of the 1000-year reign that has been one of peace, Satan will be released for a season and he will lead astray many and they will come against God's people, but they will be consumed with fire and Satan will be thrown in the Lake of Fire for eternity (Revelations 20:7-10)

III. The Great White Throne Judgment

A. Then, Jesus will be judge at the Great White Throne judgment day when all will stand before Him.  All whose names are written in the Book of Life (all those who have accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior) will be judged righteous and they will receive the victor's crown.  All those whose names are not found in the Book of Life will be thrown into the Lake of Fire for eternity.  (Revelations 20:11-15, 2 Timothy 4:1,8)

IV. New Jerusalem

A. Then this earth will pass away and there will be a new heaven and earth with no sea. And the new Jerusalem will descend out of heaven.  All those whose names are written in the Book of Life will be able to enter it.  God and Jesus's Throne will be in the center of it and we will worship Him and He will reign forever and ever (Revelations 21:1-2,27, Revelations 22:3)

THE PARABLES OF JESUS
 1.  Lamp Under a Bowl






Matthew 5:14-16

 2.  Patched Garment and Wineskins




Matthew 9:16,17

 3.  Wise and Foolish Builders





Matthew 7:24-29

 4.  Blind Guides






Matthew 7:3-5

 5.  Children in the Marketplace





Matthew 11:16-19

 6.  Moneylender and Two Debtors




Luke 7:41-43

 7.  Empty House






Matthew 12:43-45

 8.  Sower, Seed and Soils





Matthew 13:3-23

 9.  Growing Seed






Mark 4:26-29

10.  Weeds







Matthew 13:24-30

11.  Mustard Seed






Matthew 13:31,32

12.  Yeast







Matthew 13:33

13.  Hidden Treasure






Matthew 13:44

14.  Pearl of Great Price






Matthew 13:45,46

15.  Net








Matthew 13:47-50

16.  Wicked Servant






Matthew 18:21-35

17.  Good Shepherd






John 10:1-18

18.  Good Samaritan






Luke 10:30-37

19.  Persistent Friend






Luke 11:5-10

20.  Rich Fool







Luke 12:16-21

21.  Watchful Servants






Luke 12:35-40

22.  Fruitless Fig Tree






Luke 13:6-9

23.  Seats at a Wedding Feat





Luke 14:7-11

24.  Great Banquet






Luke 14:16-24

25.  Tower Builder and Warring King




Luke 14:25-33

26.  Foresighted Manager





Luke 16:1-13

27.  Unworthy Slave






Luke 17:7-10

28.  Persistent Widow






Luke 18:1-8

29.  Pharisee and Tax Collector





Luke 18:9-14

30.  Workers in the Vineyard





Matthew 20:1-16

31.  Gold Coins







Luke 19:11-27

32.  Lost Sheep, Coin, Son





Luke 15:3-32

33.  Two Sons







Matthew 21:28-32

34.  Tenants in the Vineyard





Matthew 21:33-45

35.  Wedding Banquet






Matthew 22:1-14

36.  Absent Householder





Mark 13:33-37

37.  Ten Virgins, Talents, Sheep & Goats




Matthew 25:1-46

MIRACLES OF JESUS
 1. Turning Water into Wine



Jn 2:1-11

 2. Nobleman's Son Healed



Jn 4:46-54

 3. Casting Out a Demonic Spirit


Mk 1:21-28, Lk 4:33-37

 4. Peter's Mother-in-law Healed


Mt 8:14-15, Mk 1:29-31, Lk 4:38:39

 5. Multitudes Healed



Mt 8:16, Mk 1:32-34, Lk 4:40-41

 6. Catch of Fish




Mark 1:16-20, Luke 5:1-11

 7. Leper Healed




Mt 8:1-4, Mk 1:40-45, Lk 5:12

 8.  Paralyzed man Healed



Mt 9:1-8, Mk 2:1-12, Lk 5:17-26

 9. Impotent Man Healed



John 5:2-15

10. Man with Withered Hand Healed


Mt 12:9-14, Mk 3:1-6, Jn 6:6-11

11. Centurion's Servant Healed


Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10

12. Widow's Son Raised from the Dead


Luke 7:11-17

13. Blind and Dumb Man Delivered


Matthew 12:22-24, Mark 3:20-22

14. Stilling of the Storm



Mt 8:23-27, Mk 4:35-41, Lk 8:22-25

15. Gaderene Demoniac Delivered


Mt 8:28-34, Mk 5:1-20, Lk 8:26-39

16. Jairus's Daughter Raised from Dead

Mt 9:18-19, 23-26, Mk 5:21-24,35-43, Lk 8:40-42, 49-56

17. Woman with Issue of Blood Healed


Matthew 9:20-22, Mark 5:25-34, Luke 8:43-48

18. Two Blind Men Healed



Matthew 9:27-31

19. Feeding of 5000



Mt 14:13-21, Mk 6:31-44, Lk 9:10-17, Jn 6:1-14

20. Walking on Water



Matthew 14:22-23,Mark 6:45-52,John 6:15-21

21. Sick at Gennesaret Healed


Matthew 14:34-36, Mark 6:53-56

22. Gentile Woman's Daughter Healed


Mt 15:21-28, Mk 7:24-30

23. Deaf Man Healed



Matthew 15:29-31, Mark 7:31-37

24. Feeding of 4000



Matthew 15:32-38, Mark 8:1-9

25. Blind Man of Bethsaida Healed


Mark 8:22-26

26. Demoniac Boy Delivered



Mt 17:14-21, Mk 9:14-29, Lk 9:37-42

27. Tax Money from Fish's Mouth


Matthew 17:24-27

28. Beggar Blind from Birth Healed


John 9:1-41

29. Dumb Man Delivered



Matthew 9:32-33, Luke 11:14

30. Bent Woman Healed



Luke 13:10-17

31. Man with Dropsy Healed



Luke 14:1-5

32. Lazarus Raised from the Dead


John 11:1-44

33. Ten Lepers Healed



Luke 17:11-19

34. Blind Bartimaeus Healed



Mt 20:29-34, Mk 10:46-52, Lk 18:35-43

35. Fig Tree Withered 



Matthew 21:18-22, Mark 11:12-14, 20-26

36. Malchus's Severed Ear Restored


Mt 26:50-51, Mk 14:46-47, Lk 22:49-51, Jn 18:10

   Espoir pour les nations
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