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Topic 1 -  MARRIAGE COVENANT
I. Covenant

A. Union between two individuals or groups in which all assets, talents, debts, and liabilities are mutually held

B. Binding agreement between two or more individuals in which there's total agreement

C. Covenant vs. Contract

1. Covenant - based on mutual trust, unlimited  responsibility, can't be broken if new circumstances  occur

2. Contract - based on distrust, limited liability, can  be voided by mutual consent

II. Most binding covenant is blood covenant

A. Ancient rite

B. Characteristics

1. Unbreakable - punishable by curses and death

2. All possessions mutually held

3. Weaker link up with stronger

4. For life and generations following

5. Did for others without expecting in return

C. Properties

1. Exchange of coats - pledging self

2. Exchange of belts (where wear weapons) - strength

3. Exchange of names

4. Shedding of blood - (Leviticus 17:10-14 "life in  blood" therefore giving life to each other)

5. Blessings and cursing pronounced

6. Memorial

7. Covenant meal - wine and bread

III. Blood covenants in Bible

A. Abram and God - Genesis 15

1. Shedding of blood - cut animals in half and passed  through them

2. Exchange of names - YHWH, Abram became Abraham  (Gen 17:5, 15) took H out of YHWH

3. Exchange of strength - "I am your shield"  (Genesis 15:1)

4. Exchange of persons - "I am your reward"  (Genesis 15:1)

5. Pronouncing of cursing and blessing - Deuteronomy 28

6. Seal (Memorial) - circumcision

B. Israelites and God  

1. Covenant meal - night before left Egypt  (Exodus 12:1-28)

2. Blood shed - door post

3. Pledging of self - Genesis 6:18 "I am your God" - El Shaddai, redemptive one

4. Strength - "Battle is mine"

5. Memorial - Passover

C. Jesus and Church

1. Covenant meal - night before Calvary

2. Strength - Holy Spirit given

3. Exchange of names - Christian (CHRISTian)

4. Shedding of blood - from side of Jesus on cross

5. Blessings and cursing - Galatians 3:20 - redeemed from curse 

6. Memorial - empty cross

IV. Marriage

A. Malachi 2:14-16 

1. Covenant relationship made with marriage vows

2. Old Testament breaking of marriage vows punishable by death - Lev 20:10

3. New Testament - John 8:1-11 - we're under grace; chance to repent

4. Traditional American wedding vows:  "Do you, ________, take ________ to be your lawfully wedded  wife; to have and to hold from this day forward for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health until death do us part"

a) Exchange of coats - pledging of oneself to the other:  "Do you ______take _______ to be your lawfully wedded wife/husband" - a symbol of exchanging yourself one with another

b) Exchange of belts - strength "to have and to hold from this day forward" - pledging strength one to another

c) Exchange of names - wife takes last name of husband (weaker links with stronger)

d) Pronouncement of blessing and cursing "for better or worse, in sickness and in health, for richer or poorer, until death do us part" - if you keep marriage covenant you'll be better, richer, healthier.  If you break covenant you'll be worse, poorer, sicker

e) Memorial - wedding bands

f) Covenant meal - reception (cake and beverage)

g) Shedding of blood - in woman's body medically there is a part of her body that has no function. Doctors haven't established why a little piece of skin called the hymen was ever placed in a woman's body, but at the initial marriage act, there is shedding of blood beause of this membrane being severed. God doesn't make mistakes in making our bodies; He made us perfect.  There's a reason for everything that is within us, male and female

Topic 2 - SELF IMAGE
I. Important you have understanding of who you are.  Having a good self image is how God wants us

II. In order to love others, have to love self - Matthew 22:39

A. Wrong image that comes from world includes inferiority, unworthiness, rejection

B. John 10:10 - one way Satan steals, kills & destroys is by creating in you wrong images of self

III. Wrong self image will bring

A. Feelings rejection and being unloved

B. Inability to trust God

C. Resistance to authority

D. Rejection of others

E. Diversion from true goals or realistic goals

F. Overemphasis on materialism

IV. How to create a right self image

A. See self as God sees you - 1 John 4:15-17

1. You're a temple of Holy Spirit

2. God dwells inside you

3. Have nature of God in you; must see self as He sees you

4. Doesn't see your mistakes or failures, but sees you in Christ clean through His blood

B. Know you have been made righteous - 2 Cor 5:17

1. Accepted by Him, loved by Him, can talk with Him

2. Philemon 6 - you are made righteous

a) By faith

b) By acknowledging every good thing in you in Christ

3. Understanding of righteousness is key to having good self image about self

C. Believe what the word says about you

1. You're special to God - Ephesians 2:10 (You are His workmanship)

2. You're loved - Romans 5:8 (God sent His son to die for you)

3. You're accepted - Romans 15:7 (Christ received you)

4. You're complete in Him - Heb 10:14, Mt 5:48 (Christ perfected you)

5. You're redeemed - Galatians 3:13-14

6. You're valuable - John 15:14-15 (God called you a friend)

a) God can't accomplish what He wants to in this earth without you

b) Romans 8:14-17 (you are God's child)

7. You're uniquely designed - Psalms 139:14-15 (you were wonderfully made by God)

8. You have a purpose - Isaiah 43:7

a) To shine forth the glory of God and be a witness

b) A smile on our face shows His praise

c) Can spot somebody who has glory of God

9. You've been given an assignment, a special charge - Jer 29:11 (God knows His plans for you and they are good)

a) God's called you to something

b) You can know what it is

c) He gives you an assignment each day; you are to find out what you're to do by getting with the Lord daily

d) He'll guide and direct you as you're faithful to do the little things; assignments will get bigger and bigger and blessings will get bigger and bigger

10. You're continually sustained by God - Ps 145:8,9,14

11. God is always with you - Ephesians 3:17

12. You're God's responsibility - Jeremiah 15:16

Topic 3 - ROLE OF THE HUSBAND
V. Key scripture for family:  Ephesians 5

VI. Ephesians 5:25-33 - Husband, love your wife

A. Love = agape (giving love; doesn't have to have anything in return) - highest form of love

B. Husband to love wife as Christ loves the Church

C. No where in Bible does it tell wife to agape husband

1. Why - what sow will get back; if husband loves wife,  love will automatically return

2. Ephesians 5:22 - as husband leader of home and loves  wife, wife will submit to him and love him back

3. Titus 2:4 - love = Phileo (responsive love; agape  love is aggressive love)

D. Basic commandment of Jesus - love one another

1. In military when given command only choice there is

2. In terms of love there is no choice

3. Husband to love wife spirit, soul, and body - how  Jesus gave Himself to church; spirit, soul, body

a) Physical

(1) Ephesians 5:28-31

(2) Matthew 19:5

(a) When wife suffers in physical, husband to take authority; priest and king in home

(b) When wife has pain ought to treat it same as if husband himself has pain, speak word over it

(3) Responsibility of husband is to be aware of  what gives wife pleasure physically,  tenderness

(a) Christ tender toward Church

(b) Christ meets physical needs of church

(4) 1 Timothy 5:8

b) Soul - mind, will, emotions

(1) Being leader of family simply means have the  responsibility of it

(2) Decisions need to be shouldered by husband  (only difference between husband and wife)

(3) If decision has to be made, up to husband to  make it and to take responsibility for it

(4) As priest needs to spend time with God

(5) Mind

(a) Important husband communicates thoughts, intentions, visions, dreams, plans for future with wife and to communicate explicitly in detail

(b) Genesis 2:16-17 - why important 

(i) "...you may freely eat..."

(ii) Genesis 3:1-3 - (verse 3 "shall not eat it; nor...touch it")

(iii) Adam either did not communicate fully or did not communicate clearly enough with Eve

(iv) Eve touched it and nothing happened so thought all right to eat it

(6) Will

(a) Husbands to give self fully to wife

(b) Principles of leadership

(i) Servant - Jesus came as a servant

(ii) Words important - Jesus sanctified church by washing her with the word 

(a) Speak word over wife

(b) Let words be bond; if say going to do something do it

(iii) Can make mistakes - admit them and ask forgiveness

(c) Only way husband can take proper role - have mind renewed with word

(i) Matthew 4:4

(ii) John 16:19, Luke 11:20-21 - bind enemy when attacks your home

(7) Emotions

(a) All right for men to have emotions

(b) Jesus wept and showed great joy

(c) Jesus had emotions; controlled them, not by not showing them but by allowing spirit man to be bigger than emotions

(d) Tell wife love her; can't tell her enough

c) Spirit

(1) 2 Corinthians 6:14 - united together one  spirit

(2) Galatians 5:16 - God given us way to deal with lustful thoughts; walk in spirit

(a) Seek spirit, walk in spirit, pray in spirit

(b) Have contact with God

(3) Husband and wife equal

(a) Pray in spirit together

(b) Pray prayer of agreement

(c) Usually husband receive general plans from God; wife receive the details to fill in gaps

(4) Husband responsible for family

(a) If something wrong in relationship although might not be his fault, he's responsible to pray and God will show him way to get it corrected

(b) Don't blame wife; look to self to see where you can change

(c) Wife is a responder

(5) Balance between humility and pride - in self  nothing but can do all things in Christ

(a) Can be proper husband

(b) Can be loving husband

Topic 4 - ROLE OF THE WIFE
I. Creation of woman


A. Genesis 1:27 - created male and female in God’s own image

1. God's a spirit; we're spirits

2. 1 John 4:8 - God is love; His nature is love (agape - a giving without expecting something in return); our godly nature is love

a) We have the ability to love our mate with the God kind of love

b) Loving with this kind of love makes marriages successful

B. Genesis 2:18-23

1. Verse 18 - God wanted to make Adam a helper comparable to Adam

a) Helper = to surround with aid and assistance

2. Verse 19 - He formed every animal from the dust and asked Adam to name them (remember He is looking for a helper for Adam)

a) Adam had 100% use of his brain (a genius today may have 10% use of his brain)

b) Adam named the animals by their character

3. Verse 20 - After all the animals were formed and named, Adam had not found a suitable helper comparable to him

4. Verses 22 - Rib = side

a) Genesis 1:27 - God created man, male and female, both in one personage

b) Verse 21 - God took feminine side of man from him and formed woman

5. Verse 23 - Adam called her woman (feminine form of man)

a) He had found a helper comparable to him

b) The only one who could keep Adam from loneliness and be a helper to him was taken from his side to walk along side of him; not above or beneath him but at his side

C. 1 Corinthians 11:8-9 - woman is to adapt to man; woman completes man, man isn't to adapt to woman

D. Meaning of completing a man = Proverbs 12:4 - crown = encircles with protection, puts finishing touch on, gives honor or dignity to, the highest part of

II. Submission

A. Ephesians 5 - Christian relationships is theme of this chapter

1. Verse 1-2 -- be imitators of God and walk in love (agape)

a) In Christian relationships, we are to walk in a giving love without expecting anything in return

2. Verse 21 - Submit one to another in the fear of the God (in love and by doing so you are reverencing God)

a) Submit = to adapt to as service to Lord  (attitude from within, not action from without)

3. Verse 22-24 -- “wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and he is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything”

a) Vs. 22 “your own” - one’s own private, peculiar, unique possession

b) Vs. 23 “head” - God ordained the husband the head of the domestic household, giving him responsibility (Gen 3:16)

(1) Final authority in decision making (allow husband to make final decision)

(2) Helper (wife) needs to share what God has given her (can know when to stay silent and when to speak up by the Spirit)

(3) Jesus example:  walks along side God and is equal to Him but submits self to Him by choice

c) Vs. 24 “everything” in the marriage relationship that lines up with the will of God

4. Verse 25-32 -- instructions to husbands

5. Verse 33 (Amp) “let each man of you (without exception) love his wife as (being in a sense) his very own self, and let the wife see that she respects and reverences her husband (that she notices him, regards him, honors him, prefers him, adores and esteems him and that she yields to him, praises him and loves and admires him exceedingly)”

B. Christian wives are to give their husbands complete respect and loyalty

C. Christian husbands are to care for their wives with unselfish, undemanding love

D. Each depends on the other and both model themselves after Christ

E. Their relationship, in turn, reflects the relationship between Christ and the Church

F. Subjection of love to the rule of love
III. Minister to spirit, soul, body

A. Spirit

1. Intercession and confession - frustration comes when you see what mate can become and see him how he is now and don't know how to get him from point A to point B; confession and intercession is answer

2. Confessions (place name of person; Example:  my husband loves me as Christ loves the church)

a) 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

b) Ephesians 5:23

c) Ephesians 1:17-19

d) Colossians 1:9-11

e) Ephesians 6:19

f) Colossians 3:8-10, 12-17

g) Matthew 5:6

B. Soul

1. Communication - first you're a wife and then a friend; train self to listen

2. Ego

a) Pride = boasting of one's own resources

b) Ego = God-given to take initiative, assume leadership, be provider, be protector

c) We're to build up ego - how to

(1) To love husband, not to be his trainer or teacher, that's the job of the Holy Spirit

(2) Accept him as he is

(3) Admire his masculinity

(4) Don't criticize his weaknesses but build up his good points and praise them

(5) Be a confidante to him

(6) Ephesians 5:33 - notice him, regard him, honor him, prefer him, esteem him, defer to him, praise him, love and admire him exceedingly

C. Body

1. 1 Corinthians 7:4-5  -  responding sexually, expressing physical affection for (touching), verbally expressing love; it takes all three to make a man feel needed and wanted 

Topic  5 - KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE
I. Ephesians 4:3 - strive earnestly to guard and keep harmony  and oneness produced by the Spirit 
in the binding power of peace

II. Ephesians 4:2

A. Humility (complete lowliness of mind)

B. Meekness (unselfishness, gentleness, mildness)

C. Patience

D. Love (bearing with one another and making allowances for one another

III. Philippians 4:8

A. Whatever is true (worthy and honorable) just, pure,  lovely and lovable, kind (gracious = merciful, compassionate, courteous, charming) think on these things (fix your mind on them)

IV. Ephesians 6:12 - we wrestle not with flesh and blood but  against the powers of darkness (weakness of one against  weakness of other)

V. Ephesians 4:29

A. Let no foul or polluting language nor evil word nor unwholesome or worthless talk ever come out of your mouth but only such speech as is good and beneficial to the spiritual progress of others, as is fitting to the need and the occasion that it may be a blessing and give grace to those who hear it (can disagree with mate but  say it in way and at time will benefit him/her not discourage him/her; (Proverbs 15:23)

VI. 1 Peter 3:1-13

A. vs. 1 - adapt doesn't mean doormat

1. Woman taken from rib or side of man

a) Man formed as both male and female

b) God took the female side of Adam and formed Eve

c) Compare vs. 7 "heirs together"

2. Wives are to be submissive to own husband; not women to men

a) Christians are to submit to each other - Ephesians 5:21, 1 Peter 5:5

3. Wives are to acknowledge husbands leadership responsibility under God but not to the extent that will limit the potential purpose or fulfillment of  the woman

4. Only the unrenewed mind or religious traditions will take scriptures out of context to find proof that woman should be restricted in ministry

5. Conversation means godly lifestyle

B. vs. 2  -  when the wife fears (obeys) God, even the unsaved husband will see a quality of life, a meekness and tenderness in her

C. vs. 3  -  many misinterpret this to mean women aren't to wear jewelry or fix their hair.  If you interpret the first part that way, then you also have to interpret the last part in a similar way and interpret it to say "you're not suppose to put on apparel either"

1. Obviously the focus is on moderation

2. The scripture is saying don't let the outward decorations and improvements outdo the inward improvements that you make - 2 Corinthians 4:16

D. vs. 4  -  ornament of God is a meek and quiet spirit which He wants all of us to have

1. Doesn't mean never talk, just prefer others

E. vs. 5-7  -  husbands need Holy Ghost revelation to understand their wives

1. To honor someone is to treat them the way you would want to be treated

a) To be treated like a king, treat your wife like a queen - Mt 7:12

2. Men are initiators and women are responders - Ephesians 5:25

3. Men should plan but should consult and include their wives

4. Women want quality time with their husbands, not  just the time left over after everything else

5. Children must be taught that their parents need quality time because they love each other

6. Be quick to forgive

a) Don't keep a record of wrongs done to you

b) Forgiveness begins by saying "I was wrong"

F. vs. 8  -  have compassion, sympathy, consideration

G. vs. 9  -  "not returning evil for evil" - Romans 12:17, Matthew 5:33-34

1. Remember "you reap what you sow" (Galatians 6:7); if you want mercy and love then give it

2. Ask, "How would Jesus react?"

3. Remember your new nature in Christ is love, so live it

H. vs.. 10  -  Ephesians 4:29-32; if our tongue is controlled so will our life be - Jam 3:5-12, Mt 12:33-37

I. vs. 11  -  run from evil - James 1:13-16 deals with temptation

Topic  6 - CLOSE THE DOOR TO STRIFE
I. There are times when people have differences of opinion

A. This is true with friends, parents, children, relatives and mates

B. There is a right way and a wrong way to deal with the differences; the key is learning the right way to deal with them

II. Whenever there’s conflict, difference or misunderstanding, there’s opportunity for strife

A. Some people like to get up early; others late

B. Some people are very tidy and neat, others are not so much

C. God sometimes (most of the time) puts opposites together

1. Have to learn to work with differences, appreciate and flow with them

D. You may have children who are different from each other (need to learn to deal with children individually according to how each is)

III. James 3:13-18

A. James says there are two types of wisdom

1. From above

2. From below

B. The results of envy and strife, wisdom from below (earthly, sensual, devilish), are confusion and the entrance of every evil work from our enemy Satan

1. Strife opens the door to every evil thing:  calamities, tragedies, accidents, sickness, misunderstandings, bitterness

2. Strife opens the door to demonic involvement

3. Strife will tear down the hedge of protection around your home

C. The wisdom from above results in purity, peace, gentleness, a willing to yield, mercy, good fruits, no partiality, no hypocrisy

1. There will never be anything that comes from God that has an atmosphere of immorality, dishonesty, or lack of integrity

2. That's how you can tell if someone has heard from God or not - 1 Pet 3:7, Mt 18:19

3. This wisdom will produce the fruit of the spirit - Gal 5:22,23

IV. Isaiah 32:17

A. When people are walking in the wisdom of God and ministering His wisdom in his home, there is quiet and peace in the home

B. There is security for the children and the marriage partner

V. How to get and keep strife out of your home (begins with you personally)

A. Make the decision "I'm not going to allow strife in my life or home" (it takes two to strive)

B. Deal with the situation immediately

C. Be absolutely honest with the person

1. If you don't like doing something or you don't like something about an individual, you're being dishonest if you act like everything is okay

2. Hebrews 12:14,15

D. Respond with a soft answer (Proverbs 15:1) - soft means gentle and tender

Topic 7 - PRIORITIES
I. Necessary to establish priorities

A. Provide guidelines - can't do everything

B. Established by what needs to be done first

II. Established according to what you see as valuable and precious

III. God's priorities established by (1) longest in duration (2) order found in Bible (priorities are same both ways)

IV. Order of God's priorities

A. Relationship with God - Genesis 1:26-28 (1st established in Bible)

1. God established man to fellowship with Him

2. Our length of time with God is from time born again through eternity - the longest relationship

3. Matthew 6:31-33

4. God wants us to spend time with Him daily; He'll provide way for us to do this when put Him first

5. Will give directions for everything in your life and help you with other relationships in life when put first

B. Relationship with mate - Gen 2:18-24 (2nd relationship established in Bible)

1. Good mate important - Proverbs 18:22

2. Length of time with mate until death, second longest relationship

3. For those married, best one for you is one you're married to now; that's the one God intended for you to have

4. Necessary spend quality time with mate

5. Should be more important to you than children

C. Relationship with children - Genesis 2:24 (3rd relationship established in Bible)

1. Genesis 2:24 tells when it's to end, when get married - at that time different relationship with child; goes from supervisor to counselor

2. Important to be actively involved with child until leaves home

3. Raising of children not just responsibility of mother - Proverbs 22:6

4. Child's relationship with God dependent on relationship with earthly father (If had bad relationship with earthly father not bound by that)

5. Need to set aside quality time with children

D. Relationship with local church - Ex 25:1-8 (4th relationship established in Bible)

1. Old Testament God dwelt in sanctuary not in person

2. Every Christian needs to be actively involved in local church; should find one and stay in it unless move etc. - Hebrews 10:25

3. Need to be actively involved in outreaches of church

4. Shouldn't become so active forsake unsaved mate (1 Peter 3:1- scripture applies to husbands as well as wives

E. Relationship with job - Exodus 31:1-5 (last relationship established in Bible)

1. This scripture first place called specific men to be craftsmen

2. Jobs are very subject to change

3. Should not be most important in life and take up more time than family or God

4. Success isn't in job but in 1st being child of God, 2nd being good mate, 3rd being good parent, 4th being good local church member, and LASTLY being good at your job

Topic  8 - COMMUNICATIONS
I. Four major problems in marriage

A. Communications

B. Sex

C. Finances

D. Inability to fulfill role of husband/wife

II. All can be solved when learn to communicate - in order to  agree have to communicate

III. Lack of communication can create wrong imaginations and  thoughts - you think mate thinking one way but actually  thinking something else will cause frustration and strife

IV. Principles of communication can apply not only husband/wife  relationship but any relationship involved in

V. Key elements of communication

A. Someone talking, someone listening

1. Not someone talking all the time and other listening all the time

2. Require being good listener as well as good talker

3. Listening not passive, active

a) Don't be thinking what to say next when other person is talking

b) Not going to hear clearly what person saying

B. Be good listener - expect God to use mate to speak to you even if unsaved

C. Repeat what other person has said; will know if understood correctly

D. Speak words of edification, not destruction; speak truth in love

E. Consider other person's viewpoint

F. Keep strife out - James 3:16

1. Ask for forgiveness even when don't think you're wrong

2. If other thinks you've offended them, better to ask forgiveness than proclaim innocence

3. If not in agreement, better to pray about it than argue about it

4. Ephesians 6:12 - adversary not mate

G. Say what you really mean

VI. Things that need to be discussed before or at beginning of marriage

A. Should we have children, how many and when

B. Thoughts on raising children

C. Finances

D. Priorities

VII. Four levels of communication

A. Level 1 - Surface; reporting facts (weather, etc.); usually communication between strangers

B. Level 2 - Ideas and judgments; usually communication between acquaintances

C. Level 3 - Feelings and emotions; usually communication between friends

D. Level 4 - Complete free and open; should be communications between mates of marriage

1. Mates need know visions, goals, dreams

2. Responsible to speak them; responsible to listen to other without criticalness

VIII. Where communication begins, frustration and assumption end

IX. How to deal with anger - Ephesians 4:24-32

A. Verse 24 - have nature of God's love

B. Verse 26 - angry = (Greek) excited in

C. Verse 29 - words to minister grace

D. Not to speak corrupt communication but only things that build up

E. We have to put it on and allow it to rule us

F. Verse 31 - other words in different translations for wrath = rage, bad temper; evil speaking = abusive language; malice = spite

G. Anger stops flow of unity and agreement

H. Proverbs 16:32, 15:18

I. Ephesians 6:1-4 -- not provoke children to wrath can be applied to marriage and mate; can say things to cause them to become angry and know we're doing it

J. How to overcome anger - Galatians 5:16, 19-25

X. How to disagree agreeably

A. Don't use silent treatment; produces frustration

B. Don't accumulate irritations; handle each situation when it happens:  discuss it and get rid - Matthew 6:14-15, Mark 11:25

C. Choose setting to discuss; right time, right place; best alone, not around children if major

D. Attack problem, not each other

1. Not necessary to defend self

2. Use only facts

3. Don't bring up past

4. Make no reference to relatives ("You're like your mother/father")

5. Make no reference to appearance ("You've gained 10 pounds!")

6. Don't use dramatics to manipulate mate

E. Say it straight

F. Stay on the subject

G. Be more concerned about understanding than being understood

H. Offer solutions; don't just talk about problems

I. Never use "always" and "never"

J. Admit it when you're wrong - Proverbs 28:13, James 5:16

K. Don't use sarcasm

XI. Realize everyone sees things differently

A. Example: three blind men feeling elephant from three different positions

1. tail = vine

2. leg = tree trunk

3. side = wall

4. All three correct; all describing same object but from different views

B. When see something different, doesn't mean one right and other wrong - put parts together and get whole

C. Husband/wife relationship same

1. Husband usually gets the general overall from God

2. Wife usually gets the details from God

3. Example:  map 

a) General map = outline only

b) Details of map = names, rivers, etc.

c) Just given details of map can be confusing; put with general outline of map and have complete understandable map

4. Put general information given by God to husband with details given by God to wife and get complete plan of God - Genesis 1:26 "let them..."

XII. Satan uses weaknesses of one mate against weaknesses of other mate

A. Psalms 37:14 - enemy tries to slay those who walk uprightly (Ephesians 6:12)

B. When realize this, join forces against real enemy; not against each other

XIII. Marriage like garden, what you plant is what will grow  (Psalms 67:5-6 - praise brings yielding of harvest from the land)

Topic  9 - THE MARRIAGE ACT
I. Genesis 1:27-28  -  marriage act is not only to create another human, God intended for it to be an intimate, pleasurable experience between husband and wife

A. God has made both male and female to enjoy the marriage act

1. If wife doesn't enjoy it probably way she has been trained

2. Wife needs to have satisfaction just as husband; why communication important to reveal what pleases each other

B. God's way of seeing man
World's way of seeing man

1. Spirit



Body (physical)

2. Soul (emotions)

Emotions

3. Physical


Spirit

a) World sees reason for sexual act to fulfill physical need, rarely emotional need, but never spiritual need

(1) Selfish act - getting what you can get

(2) Physical love 

(3) Sex outside of marriage frustrating because fulfills physical but not emotional nor spiritual

b) God sees reason for sexual act in marriage is to fulfill spirit, soul and body

(1) God’s plan for relationship

(a) Spiritually come together (both being believers)

(b) Soul come together (mind, will, emotions)

(c) Physically come together

(2) Only when a couple come together in this order can the full and true meaning of the sexual act be reached and God's intended purposes fulfilled

(3) God-kind of love - giving of self

(4) Only through commitment of marriage can that be fulfilled

II. 1 Corinthians 6:18 - 7:3

A. Adultery = sex with someone beside mate--Fornication = sex outside of marriage

B. Role of husband/wife in marriage act

1. Characteristics of a man

a) Different sexual desires than woman

b) Given a sex drive therefore is the aggressor in the marriage act (aggressor doesn't necessarily mean always initiator of the marriage act; wife can also be initiator)

c) Reacts to sight

(1) Why appearance of wife important

(2) Sexy nightgowns, etc.

d) Self image affected

(1) If not successful in fulfilling wife, feels has failed the wife; he's the aggressor

e) Needs to have assurance of wife's love continually (sexually responding, touch, words)

f) Is quickly sexually aroused

2. Characteristics of a woman

a) Responder to aggressor - doesn't mean can't initiate marriage act

b) Reacts to touch; caressing

c) Self image affected; needs to know she's attractive to her husband

d) Needs to have reassurance of husband's love continually

e) Needs caressing, tenderness, and preparation to be sexually aroused

III. Communication important - each needs to know what gives the  other pleasure during marriage act

IV. Our bodies aren't our own - 1 Corinthians 7:4-5 (shouldn't  withhold involvement in marriage act as punishment to mate)

V. Marriage act is a relaxation, a release, a remover of tension both husband and wife

VI. Key rule in marriage act:  putting other one first

Topic  10 - CHILD TRAINING
I. Principles of authority

A. Authority - the right to rule, decide, command, judge

B. Parents - God's ruling authorities

1. Through which children to receive ruling during childhood (protection, direction, instruction)

2. Accountable to God for how rule

II. Three classifications of children

A. Infant  -  Age 0 to able to get around on own and be independent

B. Child  -  Age to 12 years old  -  parents need to control and establish behavior patterns

C. Youth  -  Age 13 - 20  -  need to be given reasons behind rules

III. Child has sin nature; left to self will make wrong decisions

A. Parent external control while child developing own internal control through child training and child training not complete until this is done - Colossians 3:20

B. Parents not to remain control for rest of life but gradually work out of that position as early as possible

C. Parents are sole responsibility of child training; church, grandparents, school etc. can help but can't replace

IV. Child training includes both restraining and teaching right way of life - Proverbs 22:6 (train = make narrow; according to individual motivations, giftings, etc.)

V. Parents always training even if not training according to God's standards

A. Rude, selfish, inconsiderate child trained to be that way

B. Child being trained when negative traits not being corrected

VI. Child training requires consistency - Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (teach = use of repetition)

VII. Rules to follow in instructing children

A. Train to obey first time told

B. Follow through with what you say

C. Train to respond immediately not "in a minute" or later (they are training you, not you them)

D. Don't have to justify instructions to a child

E. Not a child's responsibility or privilege to correct parent

F. Never allow child to blame faults on someone or something else

VIII. Four basic steps in child training

A. Step 1.  Setting the rules

1. God's word - source

2. How to set rules

a) Clearly state directions and restrictions

b) Make sure they are heard and understood

c) Should be simple and direct

d) Should include penalty for disobedience

3. Most important rule:  obedience

a) Second most important rule:  honor mother and father

b) Third most important rule:  trustworthiness

4. What not to do

a) Compare one child with another

b) Fail to follow through with what you say

c) Give child more than one chance to break rules

d) Belittle or tease child

B. Step 2.  Rebuke - to tell child action is wrong

1. Three types of disobedience

a) Forgetfulness

b) Accidental

c) Rebellion

2. Rebuking forces child to see his action as wrong

3. Essential child admit guilt

4. Confessing wrong causes child to take responsibility for action

C. Step 3.  Forgiveness

1. After confession of guilt should forgive immediately and completely

2. Teaches child God's way of forgiving

3. Should not be brought up in future

4. Important to show love as well as say it

D. Step 4.  Punishment (Prov 29:15)

1. Not same as chastisement

a) Chastisement = use of rod (to be used for rebellion only)

(1) Prov 13:24, 19:18, 22:15, 23:13,14

b) Punishment = just penalty for any type of wrong done

c) Always personal responsibility should be taken even for accidents and should be penalty but should fit accident

(1) Example:  Spill glass of liquid on table accidentally

(a) Penalty:  must clean up liquid from table (even young child can help)

IX. Grown children who have been taught wrong

A. Accountable for own actions

B. God takes over training through human authorities other than parents

C. Parents = repent of wrong child training and receive God's complete forgiveness

X. Rebellious teens

A. If won't submit to your authority, may have to be turned over to God for His chastisement

B. May have to force him/her to chose between coming under your authority or leaving home

C. Prayer is key

XI. Untrained pre-teens

A. Be firm and consistent

B. May be conflict

XII. Single parents

A. Must rely heavily on God

B. Constantly follow basic principles of child training

C. Should attend a solid Bible teaching church faithfully

D. Psalms 10:14 - God father to fatherless

E. His grace sufficient to provide power for your weaknesses

Topic  11:  CHILDREN ARE A HERITAGE OF THE LORD




  CHILDREN ARE RECEPTIVE TO THE THINGS OF GOD
I. Psalms 127:3-5

A. vs. 1-2  -  Our abilities useless without God's presence and anointing on them

B. vs. 3   

1. Children are a reward from God

2. Genesis 1:2 - they're on loan to us to train for God

C. vs. 4

1. Mighty men shoot arrows against an enemy

2. God's plan that a godly seed be raised up to destroy the works of the enemy - 1 John 3:8

3. Children are as arrows in the hand of a mighty man

a) Luke 10:18-19 - we have authority

D. vs. 5  (Matthew 16:18-19)

1. "Gates" represents "a place of authority"

2. Godly seed who are being raised up will deal with the enemy in the place of authority

3. God has called for children to be raised up as godly seed who will deal with the enemy in these last days 

II. Psalms 128:1-6

A. Children are a heritage, a reward, arrows or weapons that will be used against the enemy in the days ahead

B. Children are a blessing from the Lord

III. Children are open and receptive with very little pride - Matthew 18:1-5, 10

A. Usually they are free from doubt and unbelief about receiving Jesus

B. If you are in a room full of children and say "There's a pink elephant coming in the back door, most of them will turn around and look and expect to see the pink elephant because you said it was there

C. Children are easier to reach and will receive Jesus gladly when you tell them about Him

D. A great man of God (Dwight Moody) who lived years ago was once asked how many people were saved in a particular evangelistic meeting he held.  He answered 3 1/2. Someone asked, "Oh you had three adults and one child saved?"  "No", he answered, "I had three children and one adult saved.  The adult's life is half over."

E. It is better to save a life and prevent a child from going the wrong way than to try to rehabilitate him later

1. Greatest testimony a person can have is that he has been saved all his life

Topic  12 - DIVORCE - GOD'S VIEW
I. God hates the sin of divorce, not the divorcee - Malachi 2:16

II. God can redeem and restore

III. Prayer can restore a cold war marriage

IV. 1 Peter 3:1-6  -  not word but submissive, Christlike attitude and therefore life

V. Some say "I don't love you anymore" but God's love is unconditional

VI. God hates divorce because

A. Breach of covenant to which God is a part

B. Affects the godly seed - Malachi 2:14-17

VII. Never say word "divorce".  Why are so many young people today in crime, immorality, etc. Lack of parental responsibility

VIII. Christ must be the center of home

IX. Curse can be broken, lifted off.  Matthew 11:29 "take my yoke upon..."

X. Remarriage is possible.  Forgiveness, repentance

Topic  13 - SINGLE AND SEEKING
I. God blesses single people

II. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 - "not unequally yoked"  (Matthew 6:33)

A. God is our most important relationship therefore we can be not married and happy

III. 1 Corinthians 7 - "Marriage"

A. Jesus - Matthew 19:3-12 (note verses 11 and 12)

IV. Never date an unbeliever (every marriage begins with a date

A. God wants strong marriage unions

B. Witnessing is no excuse to date an unbeliever

V. Bible doesn't mention dating

A. Better not to have an exclusive relationship with opposite sex 

B. Be a friend; be in a group

C. Single dating can open door to temptations of the devil

VI. Displays of affection, such as kissing, can be like a lined up stack of dominoes

A. If one goes down all the rest fall down

B. Like lighting a fuse on a stick of dynamite; can't tell when it will go off

VII. Mark 7:20-21  -  adultery = married person having sexual  relations with nonmate  fornication = sex outside of marriage

A. Jesus says all are evil and the same as murder

B. Mark 7:22-23  -  lasciviousness = tendency to be excited sexually in your mind

VIII. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11  -  don't be deceived

A. Matthew 5:27-30  -  adultery of mind is same as action.  Starts with thoughts

IX. 1 Corinthians 6:12-17  -  if involved repent (1 John 1:9); turn away

A. Verses 18-20  -  Attributes of a good Christian husband

1. Genuine, spirit-filled

2. Under authority (parents, pastor, employer, government)

3. Treats mother with respect (same attitude toward wife)

4. Exercise of self-control (responsible, protective, etc.)

B. Attributes of a good Christian wife

1. Same as Christian husband

2. Same as Christian husband

3. Treats father with respect (not rebellious)

4. Same as Christian husband

Topic  14 - HOW TO PRAY FOR LOVED ONES
I. Four steps to victory

A. Decision - "I'll pray"

B. Determination - "It will be accomplished"

C. Discipline - pray daily

D. Diligence - "I'll pray until there's victory"

II. Mate

A. Salvation - 2 Peter 3:9, Acts 16:31

B. Baptism of Holy Spirit - Acts 1:8 (God's will everyone be filled with His power)

C. Hungers for the word - Mt 5:6 "Blessed is name of person who hungers after "the word", they shall be filled"

1. 1 Corinthians 1:30 - Jesus is righteousness

2. John 1:1 - Jesus is the word

3. So in Mt 5:6 can exchange "righteousness" with "word"

D. Read the Bible and understand it - Eph 1:17-19 (where "you" use name of person)

E. Grow in the word - Colossians 1:9-11

F. Boldness - Ephesians 6:19

G. Love - 1 Cor 13:4-7, Eph 3:17-19, 5:22,25 (wives)

III. Children

A. Salvation - Matthew 18:14, Acts 16:31

B. Health - 1 Pet 2:24, Mt 18:17, Ps 91:10, Gal 3:13, 2 Jn 3, Is 53:4-5

C. When sick - Jeremiah 30:17, Psalms 41:3

D. Needs - Philippians 4:19

E. Companions - Prov 13:20, 23:19-20, Jn 17:15 (use name of child)

F. Those in authority over children (teachers, pre-school teachers) - 1 Timothy 2:1,2

G. Safety - Isaiah 49:25, Psalms 91:11, Psalms 34:7

H. Attitude change - Isaiah 61:3

I. Long life - Ephesians 6:1-3

J. Blessed - Deuteronomy 28:4, Isaiah 44

K. Favor - Proverbs 3:3-4

L. Wisdom - Proverbs 13:1

IV. Other family members, friends

A. Salvation - 2 Pet 3:9, Mt 9:37-38 (when can't witness to them personally)

B. Health and prosperity - 3 John 2

C. Spiritual eyes opened 

1. Ephesians 1:18 - eyes opened

2. 2 Corinthians 4:4 - Satan god of this world

3. Mt 18:18 - have power to bind & loose (bind Satan from blinding eyes)

V. When don't know how to pray - Romans 8:26 (pray in Spirit)

VI. May look like getting worse before gets better 

A. Always darkest before dawn

B. Ephesians 6:13-18 - put on armor of God

C. Galatians 6:9

VII. Don't confess weaknesses or wrong circumstances; confess what God's word says instead

   Espoir pour les nations








ISOM – International School of Ministry

1

