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Lesson 1


THE BIBLE
Memory Verse:  2 Timothy 3:16 "All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:"

I. Introduction

I. The Bible is a record of God's word to man

I. It was recorded by men who were instructed by the Holy Spirit

I. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake [as they were] moved by the Holy Ghost. (2 Peter 1:21)

I. Its power and authority originates with God Himself 

I. All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: (2 Timothy 3:16)

I. Since it is inspired by God, It has all the integrity and dependability of God

I. Only way can understand God & His ways is by studying His Word (the Bible)

I. The main names of the Bible is called in scriptures

I. The Scriptures

I. The Bible

I. The Word of God

II. The divisions of the scriptures

II. Two testaments

II. Old Testament and New Testament

II. Word "testament" was first translated "covenant"

II. Each is a covenant God made with His people

II. 66 total books in the Bible

II. Old Testament - 39

II. New Testament - 27

II. Old Testament

II. It is the story of the nation of Israel and is recognized by the Jews today as God's word to them

II. It includes the time period from the creation of the world to the return of the Israelites from Babylonian exile (you will learn about this in Old Testament Survey course)

II. Divided into four sections (open your Bible to the index)

II. The Law - first 5 books

II. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus

II. Numbers, Deuteronomy

II. History - 12 books

II. Joshua, Judges, Ruth

II. 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles

II. Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

II. Poetry - 5 books

II. Job, Psalms, Proverbs

II. Ecclesiastes, Son of Solomon

II. Prophets - 17 books

II. Major prophets - 4 (called major because of length of book, not because of importance)

II. Isaiah

II. Jeremiah and Lamentations

II. Ezekiel

II. Daniel

II. Minor prophets - 12

II. Hosea, Joel, Amos

II. Obadiah, Jonah, Micah

II. Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah

II. Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

II. New Testament

II. It records the life, death and resurrection of Jesus

II. Covers time from Jesus' birth to the end of the 1st century (about 50 years)

II. Divided into 6 sections

II. Gospels - written about the life of Jesus (4 books)

II. Matthew

II. Mark

II. Luke

II. John

II. History - Acts

II. Epistles written by Paul (letters to churches written by him explaining Christian doctrine) - 11 books

II. Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians

II. Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians

II. Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians

II. Philemon, Hebrews

II. Pastoral Epistles (letters written by Paul to Timothy and Titus telling them how to pastor a church - 3 books

II. 1 & 2 Timothy

II. Titus

II. Epistles written by others (letters written by other apostles explaining Christian doctrine) - 7 books

II. James, 1 & 2 Peter

II. 1,2,3 John, Jude

II. Prophetic - Revelations

II. Chapters and verses

II. Bible not originally divided into chapters and verses as we know it today

II. They were added sometime between the 16 and 17 century for convenience of reference

II. They were not inspired by God, so although they are helpful, you must realize that they can be misleading because sometimes they were put right in the middle of a subject leading you to believe that the next chapter is a new subject when it is not

III. The writers of the scriptures and how they wrote them

III. The Bible includes many books written by at least 40 different authors over a period of about 1600 years

III. By this we know many of the authors never saw nor knew each other

III. But its unity and continuity are so apparent it is easy to think it was written by just one author

III. The writers had a variety of occupations

III. Two kings - David and Solomon

III. Two priests - Jeremiah and Ezekiel

III. One physician - Luke

III. Two fishermen - Peter and John

III. One Bible scholar - Paul

III. One politician - Daniel

III. One tax collector - Matthew

III. One soldier - Joshua

III. One employed to copy scripture - Ezra

III. One servant - Nehemiah

III. The occupations of the others is not known

IV. How letters and books were recorded and chosen to be a part of the Bible

IV. Old Testament

IV. Written mainly in the Hebrew language

IV. God commanded what He spoke to be written down

IV. And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel. (Exodus 34:27)

IV. Throughout the history of Israel, men wrote down what God said and did

IV. The writings were the scriptures to the people of God at that time

IV. The books have been passed down to our day and make up what we now call the Old Testament

IV. All the books look forward to the coming of Jesus

IV. All the books were completed before the time of Jesus

IV. Jesus confirms this: Lu 24:44-45 "And he said unto them, These [are] the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and [in] the prophets, and [in] the psalms, concerning me. 45  Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,"

IV. Apocrypha

IV. Apocrypha means "hidden"

IV. It refers to 14 books added to the Old Testament and considered to be part of the scriptures, particularly by the Catholic and Orthodox Church

IV. Protestants generally do not include these in the Bible

IV. The Hebrew Bible does not contain them

IV. Several hundred years ago, they were eliminated from the Bible because they contained doctrine not consistent with the Protestant doctrine (praying for the dead and to the saints--those who have been classified as saints by some because of deeds they have performed)

IV. Also, although parts of almost all of the books of the Old Testament are either quoted or directly referred to in the New Testament, there is no quotation or reference to any of the Apocryphal books

IV. New Testament

IV. All the books now known as the New Testament were written during the last half of the first century

IV. The first part to be written down were the Epistles, especially those associated with the Apostles

IV. Books included in the New Testament had to meet five criteria

IV. The book had to have been written by an apostle or one closely associated with one

IV. The book had to be being read in the churches and be spiritually edifying

IV. The book had to be doctrinally sound

IV. Any book containing anything not consistent with books already accepted was rejected

IV. The book had to be recognized by many churches and quoted by the leaders of many churches

IV. The book had to give true evidence of Divine inspiration

V. Lack of error in scriptures

V. The Old Testament writers claimed many times they were speaking the word of God - Is 1:2

V. The New Testament writers confirmed the Old Testament was God speaking - Heb 4:12

V. Throughout the Bible God warns not to add to or take away from His Word - Rev 22:18-19

V. Jesus in His sayings confirmed the Old Testament as being without error - Lu 24:44

V. Those involved in science say the Bible is not accurate, but every time science tries to disprove the Bible, it ends up proving it

V. Science books have to be changed every few years as the information in them becomes outdated

V. The Bible has never changed over the thousands of years since it was written


QUESTIONS ON THE BIBLE

Answer Sheet

1.  How were the scriptures originally given (2 Tim 3:16, 2 Pet 1:20-21)

1.  Inspired by God
2.  Men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God
2.  The Bible was written over a period of about how many years?  1500-1600
3.  How many books are in the Bible?

Total in the Bible

66
In the Old Testament
39
In the New Testament
27
4.  What are the major sections of the Old Testament?

1.  Law
2.  History
3.  Poetry
4.  Prophets
5.  What are the major sections of the New Testament?

1.  Gospels
2.  History
3.  Epistles written by Paul
4.  Pastoral Epistles
5.  Epistles written by others
6.  Prophetic
6.  What is the original language of the Old Testament?
Hebrew
7.  What is the original language of the New Testament?
Greek
8.  What were the five standards a book needed to meet to be included in the New

Testament?

1.  Been written by an apostle or one closely associated with one
2.  Had to be being read in the churches and be spiritually edifying 
3.  Be doctrinally sound
4.  Had to be recognized in many churches and be quoted by the church

leaders in many churches
5.  Had to give true evidence of Divine inspiration

Lesson 2


THE TRINITY
Memory Verse: 1 John 4:8 "He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love"

I. The existence of God

A. The created world is the evidence of God's existence

1. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, [even] his eternal power and Godhead; so that men are without excuse: (Romans 1:20)

2. Reference scriptures - Ps 19:1, Acts 14:17

II. The Trinity

A. God is one, (Deuteronomy 6:4 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God [is] one LORD:"), but He is three distinct persons simultaneously (2 Corinthians 13:14 "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, [be] with you all. Amen.")

1. God, the Father

2. God, the Son (Jesus Christ)

3. God, the Spirit (the Holy Spirit) 

B. Each is fully God and each has a specific part or job in God's plan for us

III. God, the Father

A. He existed before anything else existed; no one nor anything created Him

1. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. (Rev 1:8)

B. Qualities of God that only He has

1. Omnipotent (all powerful)

a) There is nothing beyond His ability

(1) Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, [and] there is nothing too hard for thee: (Jeremiah 32:17)

b) His power is sufficient to bring about all His purposes and plans

(1) ...I have spoken [it], I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed [it], I will also do it. (Isaiah 46:11)

2. Omnipresent (everywhere at once)

a) God is the only one who is everywhere at once

(1) No man or angel can be everywhere at once

(2) This means that Satan, a fallen angel, cannot be everywhere at once

b) Nothing goes unnoticed by God

(1) Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God? (Luke 12:6)

3. Omniscience (all knowing)

a) He knows all that has happened in our past; what is happening now; and what will happen in the future

C. God's nature 

1. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. (1 John 4:8)

2. In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; (Titus 1:2)

3. He desires only good for us--He loved us so much He sent His only Son to die for us (John 3:16)

IV. God, the Son

A. John 1:1-3 and Heb 1:2 tell us Jesus was with God from the beginning and all things were made through him at Creation

B. He came to earth by being born of a virgin impregnated by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35) so that he would not take on the sin nature of man--he remained sinless his entire life

1. 3  For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, (4) in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit (Romans 8:3-4)

C. Jesus came to earth as a man and left his deity in heaven

1. 6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (Philippians 2:6-8)

D. He died and went to hell for us so that, even though we deserved it, we would not have to go; and today, he is seated at the right hand of God, the Father

1. Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set [him] at his own right hand in the heavenly [places], (Ephesians 1:20)

V. God, the Spirit

A. The Holy Spirit is a person just like God and Jesus

B. He has been in existence since the beginning with God, the Father

1. 1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness [was] upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. (Genesis 1:1-2)

C. He was sent to earth by God and Jesus after Jesus was resurrected and descended into heaven

1. But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, [even] the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: (John 15:26)

D. In us

1. He came in you when you accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior

a) He changed your heart from stone to flesh

(1) A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26)

b) He changed your spirit so it can receive the things of God

(1) But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know [them], because they are spiritually discerned. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

c) He is developing the spirit life in you - Gal 5:22-23

2. He strengthens us -  Eph 3:16
3. He guides us - Jn 16:13  

4. He comforts us - Jn 14:16  

E. On us

1. He comes on a person with the experience known as the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

2. When he comes on, he equips you for ministry and service

a) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

3. He helps us pray when we do not know how to pray - Rom 8:26  Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

4. He's our reminder and teacher - Jn 14:26  But the Comforter, [which is] the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

VI. Work of the Trinity

A. All the divine workings in the Bible originate with God, are carried out through Jesus and brought to life by the Holy Spirit

1. God is the Planner
2. Jesus is the Vessel
3. The Holy Spirit is the Action Player
B. Examples

1. Creation

a) In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. (Genesis 1:1) - God the Father planned creation

b) Hath in these last days spoken unto us by [his] Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; (Hebrews 1:2)

(1) Jesus is the vessel through whom creation came

c) And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness [was] upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. (Genesis 1:2)

(1) The Holy Spirit is the action player, the one who actually created the earth

2. Salvation

a) God planned our salvation

b) Jesus is the vessel through whom our salvation came

c) The Holy Spirit is the one who brought salvation to us when he came to live in us when we became born again


QUESTIONS ON THE TRINITY

Answer Sheet

1.  What is the evidence that God exists? (Rom 1:20-21)

God's creation--the earth and everything in it
2.  Who is the Trinity? (1 Jn 5:7)

1. God, the Father
2. God, the Son (Jesus Christ)
3. God, the Spirit (Holy Spirit)
3.  What are the three qualities of God that only He has?

1.  Omnipresent - everywhere at once
2.  Omnipotent - all powerful
3.  Omniscient - all knowing
4.  God's nature can be described by one word.  What is that word? (1 Jn 4:8)

Love
5.  Did Jesus come to earth as God or as a man? (Php 2:6-8, Heb 2:14-18)

Man
6.  Where is Jesus today? (Eph 1:20)

Seated at the right hand of the Father
7.  All divine workings in the Bible involve the Trinity. What does each of the Trinity do in these workings?

1.  God the Father is the Planner
2.  Jesus the Son is the Vessel
3.  The Holy Spirit is the Action Player

Lesson 3


THE STORY OF SALVATION, WHAT IT IS, WHAT IT MEANS
Memory Verse:  John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

I. The story of salvation 

A. Gen 1:1 - 2:7 tells us why we need salvation

1. God spent the first five days creating a home for the family of men and women He would create

2. On the sixth day He created man and woman in His image and breathed the breath of life into them. They were named Adam and Eve

B. The Garden of Eden

1. He placed Adam and Eve in a beautiful garden prepared just for them called the Garden of Eden

2. Among the trees in the garden were two trees called the tree of knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life

3. He gave Adam and Eve permission to eat from every tree in the garden, including the tree of life; but He commanded them not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil

a) He told them that eating from this tree would cause them to become separated from Him (an experience we term to die spiritually) that would cause them to eventually die physically

b) Notice God set before them a choice; to obey God and live or disobey God and die

c) God has never forced man to love or serve Him but desired that man would love Him and choose to serve Him with His free will

4. God came to earth everyday and fellowshipped with Adam and Eve

a) That was God's intention when he created man--to have full relationship and fellowship with us

5. One evening, God came to the garden and found that Adam and Eve had disobeyed Him and gone their own independent way

a) This is the basic sin of all men; to exalt his will above God's

b) Satan in the form of a serpent had come into the garden and deceived Eve into eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil

(1) Adam had authority to keep the serpent out of the garden and he did not

(2) He had the authority to redeem Eve when she ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, but instead he ate also and disobeyed God

(3) God had given the authority of the earth to Adam, but because he chose to listen to Satan rather than God, the authority of the earth became Satan's 

6. By turning away from God in disobedience, Adam and Eve lost the blessing and protection of God and came under a curse and the power of the devil (Satan)

a) They took on Satan's nature, the nature of sin and because of this, all mankind has this same nature, the sin nature

b) Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: (Romans 5:12)

7. When they ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they saw that they were naked 

8. God killed an animal and took its skins and covered them

C. God's plan for redemption

1. God wanted His children back so that He could fellowship with them

2. Under the Old Covenant before Jesus came to earth, God used the shedding of animal blood to cover man's sin and atone for it like He did for Adam and Eve

a) For the life of the flesh [is] in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it [is] the blood [that] maketh an atonement for the soul. (Leviticus 17:11)

3. But God thought of a better, more permanent plan

a) He sent His son, Jesus, to earth to be born of a virgin so that the sin nature passed through the seed of man would not enter into him

(1) Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)

b) When Jesus was on earth, he told man about His Father, God, and how much God loved them and wanted them back as His children

c) Jesus lived a sinless life while he was here on earth so that He would not come under the rule of Satan and would have the right to win God's children back

d) He then died on a cross and shed his blood for us

(1) But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

e) The shedding of his blood in atonement for us was greater than the atonement under the Old Covenant

(1) 13  For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: 14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? (Hebrews 9:13-14)

f) It not only provided forgiveness for our sins but brought complete deliverance from sickness which was part of the curse man came under when Adam disobeyed God

(1) 4  Surely he has borne our griefs--sickness, weakness and distress‑‑carried our sorrows and pain. Yet we ignorantly considered him stricken, smitten and afflicted by God (as with leprosy). (5) He was wounded for our offenses, he was bruised for our sins; it was for our welfare that he was chastised and by the stripes that wounded him we are healed and made whole (Isaiah 53:4-5)

II. These are the steps that took place when you became partakers in this New Covenant, and these are what you need to tell others so that they can become partakers also

A. Realize how much God loves you 

1. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

B. Realize you have sinned, but God is not condemning you because Jesus paid for your sin

1. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; (Romans 3:23)

2. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. (John 3:17)

3. Reference scripture - Rom 5:8

C. Realize Jesus is the only way to God

1. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

2. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (John 14:6)

3. Reference scriptures - Jn 3:36, Rom 10:13

D. Repent and confess Jesus as your Lord and Savior

1. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; (Acts 3:19)

2. 9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (Romans 10:9-10)

E. Believe you are saved

1. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. (1 John 5:13) (Reference scripture - Jn 1:12)

III. What happens to you through salvation?

A. You become adopted by God as His child

1. 15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: (Romans 8:15-16)

2. God is not the Father of all men; He is the Creator of all men, but He is the Father only of those He has adopted

B. You become justified

1. Justified means having removed from you the guilt of sin and to be declared innocent

2. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:11)

C. You become regenerated

1. Regeneration means you are given new spiritual life in place of the one that was separated from God and you are given a new nature--God's nature

2. Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; (Titus 3:5)

D. You become sanctified

1. Sanctification means you become immediately separated to God with the continual ability to lead a life acceptable to Him

2. 1 Cor 6:11


QUESTIONS ON SALVATION

Answer Sheet


1.  What did Adam and Eve chose to do (Gen 3:3-6)

Not to obey God
2.  What was the secret motive of their hearts? (Gen 3:5, Is 14:13-14)

To try to be their own god and exalt their wills above God's
3.  On what three things were their sin based? (Gen 3:6, 1 Jn 2:16)

1.
Lust of the flesh - selfishness
2.
Lust of the eye - lust
3.
Pride of life - pride
4.  Can we save ourselves by our own good works? (Eph 2:8-9, Titus 3:5)

No, salvation is a free gift
5.  Under the Old Covenant, how was a man cleansed from sin and brought into a

right relationship with God? (Lev 17:11)

By the blood of animals that covered sin
6.  Is the blood of Jesus a better sacrifice than the blood of animals?  Why?   (Heb 9:13-14)

Yes, His blood did more than cover sins; it erased them
7.  Why did God send His son to earth to die for us? (Jn 3:16)

Because He loves us
8.  Does everyone commit sin? (Ro 3:23)

Yes because of our sin nature that received from Adam
9.  Does God condemn us because we sin? (Jn 3:17)

No, He sent Jesus to save us not condemn us
10. What is the only way we can have a relationship with God? (Jn 14:6)

Through Jesus and the sacrifice He made for us
11. How do we receive salvation? (Acts 3:19, Ro 10:9-10)

1. 
Repent


2.
Believe in your heart God raised Jesus from the dead
3.
Confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord
12. Can we be absolutely sure we are saved? How? (Jn 1:12, 1 Jn 5:13)  Yes

Lesson 4


WHAT SIN IS/REPENTANCE: THE LORDSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST
Memory Verse:  1 John 1:9 "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

I. What sin is

A. Being disobedient to and unregulated by God's Word

B. This shows us sin will be different for different people

1. Example:  Two people (give names of students in class) get saved at the same time. Both drink alcohol and smoke. Both read their Bible everyday, pray and go to church regularly. One day (Name #1) does not feel right about drinking alcohol anymore and quits but continues to smoke. At about the same time (Name #2) does not feel right about smoking anymore and quits but continues to drink alcohol. Are either of them sinning? No. Because they are being obedient to God who is convicting them of that particular sin that they have quit but is not convicting them about the other sin.

C. What sins are going to send you to hell?

1. Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy [against] the [Holy] Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. (Matthew 12:31)

2. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is the sin of unbelief in Jesus and God's power; all other sins are forgivable

3. There are no levels of sin; all sin is equal

a) Gossiping, lying, being angry, hatred are no less sins than adultery, murder, smoking, drinking, etc.

D. So, should we go on sinning because God forgives us of that sin? The Bible says no. This should be our standard:

1. Do not do anything to make someone stumble even though God will not hold it against you - Ro 14:13, 1 Cor 8:9
2. Sin is only sin when it becomes sin to you

a) You cannot judge others because you do not know what God is saying to them

b) You do know what God is saying to you

c) When you feel uneasy about doing something, that is God telling you it is sin for you and in order to become more like Jesus, which is our goal, you need to do everything possible to change the thing you are feeling uneasy about

d) If you do not, you will be out of God's will and His blessings and presence will not be able to be a part of you

e) It does not mean you will lose your salvation, but it means you will cause a block between you and God, and the blessings He has for you will not be able to reach you

3. If you do sin again in an area after you have decided to not to do that particular thing again, do not condemn yourself

a) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)

b) Ask God's forgiveness and ask Him to help you not do that thing again

II. Repentance

A. Repentance is acknowledging sin to God

1. I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. (Psalms 32:5)

B. When do you repent?

1. At the time of salvation for all our past sins

2. We must continue to repent for new sins after that time as the Holy Spirit reveals them to us - 1 Jn 1:9
a) You do not have to wonder if you have sinned, you will know it

b) If the Holy Spirit is not telling you about something you have done wrong, you are not being held accountable for it by God (this is what 1 Jn 1:9 means when it says "and purify us from all unrighteousness")

C. We cannot judge others, just ourselves (Example of drinking and smoking above)

III. Why repent?

A. When we repent, God forgives us ("If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9)

B. Repenting causes sins to be blotted out and for us to be refreshed by the presence of God ("Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;" Acts 3:19)

C. God's kindness leads us to repent ("Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?" Romans 2:4)

1. God is good, kind, and patient toward us

IV. What if you do not repent?

A. Happy [is] the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief. (Proverbs 28:14)

B. But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:5)

V. How do you repent for your sins?

A. It is the attitude of the heart

1. Are you sincere?

2. Do you really want to change?

B. Results of repentance

1. Produce fruit in keeping with repentance: (Matthew 3:8)

2. Paul said in Acts 26:20 "I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds."

C. Repentance is between you and God

1. You can talk directly with God

2. It is not necessary for someone else to go to God for you

3. If you need to ask for forgiveness of a man for some sin, God does tell us to go to that person and make amends if necessary--but God is the one who forgives ultimately--even if man does not

a) 23  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24  Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. (Matthew 5:23-24)

b) Fools mock at making amends for sin, but goodwill is found among the upright (Proverbs 14:9)

D. A simple prayer and acknowledgment of your wrong is sufficient

VI. Biblical examples

A. Luke 15:11-31 - Parable of the Lost Son

1. What did the lost son do?

a) He foolishly spent all his estate and ended up feeding swine

b) This is a picture of a person involved in the sin of the world

2. What did he do when he realized what had happened? (v 17-19)

a) He left his sinful ways and worldly environment, went to his father and confessed his sins

b) There had to be a decision on his part to separate himself from the world and go to his father's house

3. What was his father's response? (v 20-24)

a) He ran to him, embraced and kissed him, called him son

b) 17  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean [thing]; and I will receive you, 18  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. (2 Corinthians 6:17-18)

4. This is a picture of God and His children when they do the same

B. Mt 19:16-22 - Rich Young Ruler

1. vs. 16 - wanted eternal life

2. vs. 17-19 -- Jesus told him he needed to keep the commandments and named a few of them

3. vs. 20 - the rich young ruler's response: he had kept all the commandments from his youth and asked what he still lacked

a) Although he had been morally good and obedient, he still recognized that his relationship with God was not right and was still lacking

4. vs. 21 - Jesus told him: sell everything and give it to the poor

a) Jesus identified this young man's idol--his god--the thing he was truly serving

5. vs. 22 - the young ruler turned away from following Jesus because he could not give up his possessions

a) Jesus did not run after the man and make a compromise with him

b) First commandment Mt 22:37 "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind."

(1) Another version says "You shall love the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve"


QUESTIONS ON SIN AND REPENTANCE

Answer Sheet

1.  What is sin?

Disobedience to God's Word
2.  What sins are going to send you to hell? (Mt 12:31)

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (the sin of unbelief in Jesus and God's

 
power
3.  If we confess our sins, what will God do? (1 Jn 1:9, Is 1:18,20)

He will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness
4.  What is the definition of repentance? (Ps 32:5)

Acknowledging sin to God
5.  In the story of the Prodigal Son, the son was hoping only to be allowed to 


become a hired servant of the father, but what did the father make him?

(Lu 15:22-24)

A son
6.  What commandment did Jesus give us to follow? (Mk 12:30)

Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, and strength
7. What did Jesus say for us to seek first? (Mt 6:33)

The kingdom of God

Lesson 5


WATER BAPTISM
Memory Verse:  Matthew 28:19-20 "19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen."

I. Meaning of water baptism and the word "baptize"

A. In water baptism we experience a burial of our old nature and a rising to walk with Christ in newness of life

B. The Greek definition means to be submerged; to be completely covered by water from head to foot

C. There is another Greek word which means to sprinkle, but no where in the Bible when it talks about being water baptized is this Greek word used, only the Greek word which means to be submerged

D. All water baptisms done in the Bible were done by immersion--they all went down into the water and completely

II. Why be water baptized

A. Jesus, our example, was baptized in water

1. When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too... (Luke 3:21)

B. Jesus commanded believers to be baptized in water

1. 19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. (Matthew 28:19-20)

2. If ye love me, keep my commandments. (John 14:15)

C. In all instances recorded in the Bible about New Testament believers, the disciples commanded them to be water baptized

1. Example: Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 2:38)

III. The purpose of water baptism

A. It is not salvation

1. 8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

B. It is the outward expression of your salvation or remission of sins

1. Remission of sins is the separation of sin from the sinner

a) The sin nature you inherited from Adam must be destroyed by death

b) You must cut off the life that supports sin and cut yourself away from it

c) Remission of sins is the actual cutting away of those sins

2. Water baptism is the symbol that you have experienced the death and burial of your sin nature through the remission of your sins and are resurrected to a new life in Christ - Ro 6:1-14
C. Water baptism gives you authority over sin in your life

1. Your old man is crucified with Christ and buried in water baptism and it no longer has dominion over any part of your soul--mind, will, emotions--or body

a) Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. (Romans 6:6)

b) In another version this scripture reads "we know that our old (unrenewed) self was nailed to the cross with Him in order that (our) body, (which is the instrument) of sin, might be made ineffective and inactive for evil, that we might no longer be the slaves to sin"
2. Your flesh does not have to rule over you again; you are not under bondage to continue to sin

a) Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:11)

3. Now your goal is no longer to be a slave to sin; you are a new creation

a) Neither yield ye your members [as] instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members [as] instruments of righteousness unto God. (Romans 6:13)

4. As you allow the Lord to become bigger in your life, He will change you and your behavior

D. As a born again believer, you need a new beginning

1. When you are in the water during water baptism, you bury something more than the filth on your body

2. By faith, you are saying, "God, I desire that my sins be cut away from me. I want them forever left here so I can arise and walk free as a new creation."

E. The water is a kind of tomb

1. It cuts you off from life and breath and allows you to bury your sin nature in it

2. Jesus came out of the tomb and walked in new life and so can you

IV. When we are to be water baptized

A. As soon as possible after receiving salvation

1. Acts 16:29-33

2. Acts 2:41

B. What about babies being water baptized?

1. Acts 2:41 "those who accepted his message were baptized"

2. Acts 8:12 "But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news...they were baptized"

a) These and other examples (Acts 8:35-36, ll:44-47, 16:14-15, 18:8) all say they were water baptized after they heard about salvation and accepted it for themselves

b) No where in the Bible do you find a baby being water baptized

V. In what name are we to be water baptized?

A. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: (Matthew 28:19)

B. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 2:38)

C. When they heard [this], they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. (Acts 19:5)

1. Jesus told his disciples to baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

2. The disciples baptized in the name of Jesus

3. Jesus' disciples understood that in Jesus is the fullness of Deity dwelled in bodily form (Col 2:9)


QUESTIONS ON WATER BAPTISM

Answer Sheet

1.  What does the word "baptize" mean?

To be submerged
2.  When believers are baptized, they are following Jesus in what experience of

His?

His burial and resurrection; the burial of the old nature and rising to walk

in a new life
3.  In what way was the eunuch baptized; sprinkled or submerged? 

(Acts 8:38-39)

Submerged
4.  What did the Philippian jailer do after believing Paul's message? 

(Acts 16:30-33)

He was water baptized
5.  When was he baptized?  (Acts 16:33)

Immediately
6.  When were those who heard Peter's message baptized? (Acts 2:41)

The same day
7.  In what name did the disciples baptize? (Acts 2:38, Acts 19:5)

The name of Jesus

Lesson 6


BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Memory Verse:  Acts 1:8 "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."

I. What it is

A. At salvation

1. At salvation the Holy Spirit comes in you
a) 7  And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men [and] brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. 8  And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as [he did] unto us; 9  And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. (Acts 15:7-9)

b) When this happens, He changes our spirit so it can be accepted by God and can accept the things of God

c) When He comes in us, He ministers to us 

B. At the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

1. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

2. While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. (Acts 10:44)

3. When He comes on us, He ministers through us
C. These are two distinct workings of the Holy Spirit

1. They can be explained another way by these two scriptures

a) But whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life. (John 4:14)

b) Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him. (John 7:38)

2. The Holy Spirit's presence in a believer is a spring of water, bringing eternal life to those who possess it and quenching a person's spiritual thirst for God

3. The Holy Spirit's presence on a believer is like streams of living water which flow outward to give help to others

II. Purpose of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

A. It gives you power and boldness to witness and be of service to God

1. And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. (Luke 24:49)

2. 31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 32  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any [of them] that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 33  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. (Acts 4:31-33)

3. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

B. It gives you power over sin in your life

III. What is tongues?

A. It is the outward sign that will always follow the Spirit coming on you

1. 1  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1-4)

2. 44  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 46  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, (Acts 10:44-46)

3. And when Paul had laid [his] hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. (Acts 19:6)

B. Benefits of tongues

1. It edifies and builds you up

a) But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, (Jude 1:20)

2. It helps you pray

a) Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. (Romans 8:26)

3. It is a form of thanking and praising God

a) What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. (1 Corinthians 14:15)

C. Public vs. private use of tongues

1. All the benefits we have just mentioned are for private use of tongues

a) Another name for private use of tongues is prayer language or prayer tongues
b) You have control of this tongues and can speak with it at your will

c) Your prayer language edifies you

d) Your prayer language does not need to be interpreted although sometimes the Holy Spirit will interpret it

2. There is also a public use of tongues

a) Another name for public use of tongues is the gift of tongues
b) It is one of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit

c) The Holy Spirit has control of all the gifts and gives them at His will

d) The gift of tongues is used to edify the body of believers and always must be followed by the gift of interpretation, another of the nine gifts of the Spirit

3. 18  I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 19  Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that [by my voice] I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an [unknown] tongue. (1 Corinthians 14:18-19)

a) Paul is talking about the public use of tongues

IV. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is more than an experience; it is a lifestyle

A. You can be a believer and fill with the Spirit, but you need to do something to continually stay strong spiritually

1. No one becomes strong physically by eating nutritional food and resting. You must exercise to change the food into muscle

2. No one becomes strong spiritually by just being filled with the spirit and receiving power

3. You must exercise your freewill; make choices; decide between right and wrong; say NO to temptation; constantly strive to improve your spiritual life by studying and acting upon the Word of God

B. Eph 5:18 says "Be filled with the Spirit"; the Greek word for "filled" means "continually filled"

V. How to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit

A. You must first be born again

1. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 2:38)

B. You must surrender yourself absolutely to God

1. And we are his witnesses of these things; and [so is] also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. (Acts 5:32)

C. You must desire it

1. Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. (Psalms 37:4)

D. You must ask for it and expect to receive it

1. If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall [your] heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? (Luke 11:13)

E. Act in faith

1. Trust God and yield to Him

2. Begin to vocalize praises to Him; speak out syllables that come to you

3. Do not try to understand it with your mind; you will not be able to and it will hinder you from speaking in tongues


QUESTIONS ON THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Answer Sheet

1.  When does the Holy Spirit come to live in a person?  (Acts 15:7-9)

At salvation
2.  Is this the same thing as the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

No
3.  What are the three purposes of the baptism of the Holy Spirit? (Lu 24:49, 

Acts 4:34,33; Acts 1:8)

1.  Receive power
2.  Receive boldness
3.  Receive ability to witness
4.  What is the sign that always follows the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

(Acts 2:1-4, Acts 10:44-46, Acts 19:6)

Tongues
5.  When you prays in tongues, which part of you prays: spirit, soul or body?

Spirit
6.  When you pray in tongues, does your mind understand?

No
7.  What are the three benefits of your prayer language?  (Jude 20, Ro 8:26, 

1 Cor 14:15)

1.  Builds you up and edifies you

2.  Helps you to pray when you do not know what to pray for
3.  A form of worship to God
8.  What must always follow the gift of tongues (the public use of tongue)?

The gift of interpretation of tongues
9.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is more than an experience; it is a 

____lifestyle______________________. (Eph 2:8)


Lesson 7


THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER
Memory Verse:  John 15:7 "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you."

I. What prayer is

A. It is personal communication between you and God--talking and listening

1. You cannot know God's character unless you spend time with Him

2. Your time with God should be intimate

B. It is the most important activity of a believer's life

1. Everything is birthed, sustained and fulfilled through it

C. The key to successful prayer is learning to yield to the Holy Spirit

D. God enjoys answering your prayers because He loves you

1. God does not condemn; He forgives

2. God does not bring you bad news; He brings you good news

II. How to have a successful prayer life

A. You must continually read and study the Bible so that the Word will remain in you

1. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. (John 15:7)

2. In order for the promises of God to be fulfilled in your life, you must know what they are

3. The only way to get to know the promises is by reading and studying the Bible continually

B. You must be honest with God

1. Some people try to fool God

a) They hide their true feelings

b) They make promises they do not intend to keep

2. God wants you to pray according to your heart

C. You must approach God with humility

1. But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. (James 4:6)

D. Four keys to powerful prayer

1. A clean heart

2. Praying the Word

3. Praying in faith

4. Continually being filled with the Spirit

III. Prayer facts

A. Fact 1. There is a high price to be paid in personal discipline, prayer and obedience

1. 1  Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2  That he no longer should live the rest of [his] time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. (1 Peter 4:1-2)

2. The high price is giving up your desires for God's desires

3. God blesses all His children and meets their needs even if they do not give all of themselves to Him

4. But God chooses to display his unlimited power to and through the vessels who have given themselves totally to Him

B. Fact 2. To be effective, prayer must be based on God's Word
1. Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it. (Jeremiah 1:12)

2.  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper [in the thing] whereto I sent it. (Isaiah 55:11)

a) We are God's mouth when we speak His Word

C. Fact 3. Prayer must be the foundation of everything we do
1. Any failure is a prayer failure

2. God desires for His children to be successful

D. Fact 4. Prayer can be either defensive or offensive
1. Prayer can used to put out fires that have been started by the enemy (Satan)

a) Redeem things stolen from you

b) Pray sickness from your body

2. Or prayer can be used to capture the enemy before he sets the fire

a) Bind Satan from stealing from you

b) Confess divine health for your body

IV. When you should pray

A. We are to be in constant communion with God

1. 1 Thess 5:17 "pray continually"

2. Eph 6:18 "pray in the Spirit on all occasions..."

B. Jesus as our example

1. He withdrew himself early or late in the day to commune with God

2. He would withdraw himself at times when others did not

a) And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. (Mark 1:35)

b) And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. (Luke 6:12)

C. A sense of helplessness and despair may be a sign that you need to pray

1. Most people act before they pray

a) They forget that despair, confusion and helplessness are signs that they are to pray

b) It is time to pray--not act--when you feel these

c) If you act before praying, you will probably do the wrong thing

2. Become sensitive to your own helplessness in every situation

a) This helps you to quickly seek God where your answer is

D. Pray in the good times as well as the bad

1. It is very easy to cry out to God when something is wrong and God wants you to do this

2. But, He also wants to hear from you when everything is going right, praising Him for Who He is

E. In addition to praying for our needs, He wants us to pray for others and help them get their needs met

V. Why some prayers are answered and others are not

A. Many Christians today do not accept that God is all powerful and can change any situation no matter how complicated or impossible

B. Many Christians do not know how to approach God

1. They do not know to approach God's throne boldly and expect Him to answer their prayers

a) Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. (Hebrews 4:16)

2. When you enter His throne boldly and bow your heart before the Lord, He will answer your prayers and you can expect results

C. Many Christians do not persist in prayer

1. Persistence gets results

2. When you get the overwhelming urge to become depressed over circumstances, do not be filled with anxiety and worry and do not let the problem overcome you

a) Let your problem push you into prayer instead of depression

D. If you are married, and you and your spouse are not getting along, your prayer life will be hindered

1. Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with [them] according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. (1 Peter 3:7)

E. Little sins that gradually creep into your life keep your prayers from being answered

1. The little foxes are the ones that spoil the vines" (Song of Solomon 2:15)

2. God does not want you to be involved in or practice anything that is contrary to the Bible

a) Some things of the devil not to get involved with even in fun

(1) Fortune telling

(2) Hypnosis

(3) Astrology, Horoscopes

(4) Seances

(5) Communicating with spiritual guides

F. The condition of your heart is vitally important to getting prayers answered

1. 20  For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, [then] have we confidence toward God. (1 John 3:20-21)

2. Confidence brings faith and without faith you cannot expect your prayers to be answered

3. If something is not right in your life, you will not have confidence in God to answer your prayers

4. Confess any areas in your life that are contrary to God's Word

VI. Conclusion

A. Being a Christian allows you to have an intimate relationship with God

1. Know that He is interested in you

2. No matter what situation you face, God has the answer

3. When you really believe that God is alive and can solve your impossible problems, you will be motivated to pray more

4. God rewards you for pursuing intimacy with Him 

a) He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:32)

B. God desires for you to be a vessel through which His grace and power can be demonstrated to the world

1. He wants to reveal Himself to you and through you in supernatural ways

2. Only through communion with God through prayer can this be done


QUESTIONS ON PRAYER

Answer Sheet

1.  What is the most important activity of a believer's life?

Prayer
2.  Why is it the most important activity?

Everything is birthed, sustained and fulfilled through prayer
3.  What must we do to have our prayers answered? (Jn 15:7)

Abide in the vine and have the vine abide in us
4.  What is prayer?

Personal communication between you and God--talking and listening
5.  Does God know our needs before we tell Him of them? (Mt 6:8)

Yes
6.  What are the four keys to powerful prayer?

1.  A clean heart
2.  Praying the Word
3.  Praying in faith
4.  Being continually filled with the Spirit
7.  When should we pray?  (1 Thess 5:17)

Continually
8.  How are we to come to God in prayer?  (Heb 4:16, 1 Jn 5:14-15

Boldly and confidently

Lesson 8


TITHES AND OFFERINGS


PROSPERITY AND GIVING
Memory Verse:  Malachi 3:8 "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings."

I. Introduction

A. There are two basic principles for prosperity in the Bible

1. Paying God what belongs to Him - Mal 3:8-12

2. Giving ourselves totally to Him - Mt 6:25-34

B. 1 Tim 6:6-10 (read)

a) vs. 6 - godliness with contentment is great gain

b) vs. 7 - we brought nothing into this world and we cannot take anything with us to heaven when we die

c) vs. 9 - those who desire to be rich risk falling into temptations and traps

(1) They will never have enough money

(2) They will lust after things

(3) They will easily be influenced by people

(4) They will eventually wander away from the faith being distracted by other things, and their faith will no longer be in God

(a) Luke 12:15 says to be on your guard against greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions

d) vs. 10 - the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil

(1) It is not wrong to be rich, but to trust in riches is sin

II. What is tithing and what is offering?

A. Tithe means tenth

B. 10% of our income belongs to God

1. This is not optional according to the Word of God

a) Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. (Malachi 3:8)

C. An offering is money we give above the tithe and is given as the Holy Spirit leads

III. Where do we give our tithes and offerings?

A. Tithes go to the local church

1. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that [there shall] not [be room] enough [to receive it]. (Malachi 3:10)

a) The storehouse means the house of God, the local church

b) The local church is where you are to be fed spiritual food

c) "There may be food in my house" means there is to be "food" or finances for the needs of the church and those who do the ministry of the church (the pastor)

2. It is God's plan that the local church be supported by those who attend it so that it can fulfill God's vision for it that has been given to usually the pastor

3. It is also God's plan that the pastor be supported by the members of the local body he pastors 

a) Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel. (1 Corinthians 9:14)

B. Offerings are to be given to the poor and to other ministries outside the local church as well as special projects of the local church or wherever else the Holy Spirit leads

IV. Six reasons we give tithes and offerings

A. Reason #1. Shows your dependence on God for His blessings and protection

a) 10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that [there shall] not [be room] enough [to receive it]. 11  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. (Malachi 3:10-11)

B. Reason #2. Your regular giving of tithes and offerings keeps the windows of God's heaven open over your life

1. But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for [it is] he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as [it is] this day. (Deuteronomy 8:18)

a) When you understand it is not by your own power that you gain wealth, but by God's goodness in keeping His promises, you have no problem in tithing and giving offerings

C. Reason #3. Jesus confirmed we should tithe

1. He talks about the tithe in Luke 11:42

D. Reason #4. The tithe represents your acknowledgement of God's ownership of everything

1. 100% of what you have is from God

2. 10% is to be returned to Him 

a) Leviticus 27:30 says all the tithe is the LORD's

3. 90% you are given to manage

E. Reason #5. God has established the giving of tithes and offerings as the provision for meeting your every need

1. But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19)

a) Php 4:14-18 -- the Philippians were giving tithes to the local church and part of their offerings were given to Paul while he traveled to spread the Gospel

2. 31  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (Matthew 6:31-33)

3. When you really believe Php 4:19, you will have no problem in giving your tithes and offerings to God the way the Bible tells you to because you know that you cannot outgive God

F. Reason #6. You are storing treasures in heaven--like a bank account--to draw from

1. 2 Corinthians 4:18 tells us earthly treasures are temporary; Matthew 6:19-20 tells us you can lose them, they can be stolen, they deteriorate

2. It is all right to own things but they should not own you

a) Whatever you have, you should be willing to give it if God asks you to

b) If you cannot, the things own you

3. If your treasure is really supporting the things of the Lord and His church, your heart will be there

a) For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (Matthew 6:21)

4. Remember: it is God's will to provide you sufficiently so that your needs can be met and so that you can be a blessing to others

V. How should we give?

A. Into every offering taken

B. Generously

1. Luke 6:38 makes it clear that you reap in the proportion to the measure you sow and 2 Corinthians 9:6 says when you sow sparingly, you reap sparingly and when you sow bountifully, you reap bountifully

a) Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. (Luke 6:38)

b) But this [I say], He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. (2 Corinthians 9:6)

C. Cheerfully

1. 2 Corinthians 9:7 says God loves a cheerful giver 

2. Luke 21:1-4 says there are two types of givers

a) 1  And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury. 2  And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. 3  And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: 4  For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had. (Luke 21:1-4)

b) Those who give only out of their surplus after their own needs are met (represented by the rich in this passage)

c) Those who give sacrificially, giving all they have to live on (represented by the widow)

d) Jesus commended the widow for giving the most

D. Without a self-serving attitude

1. You should not give expecting God to return your giving with prosperity to spend on your own lusts

2. You should give with the attitude to get more money to give more to help others and to help the Gospel be spread

3. 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 tells us when you have this attitude, God blesses you abundantly; you will have every need and desire met abundantly and enough left over to give into every good work

VI. What happens if we do not tithe and give offerings?

A. Malachi 3:9 says we come under a curse

1. Ye [are] cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, [even] this whole nation. (Malachi 3:9)

B. The curse is the money you have (100% since you are not giving 10% to God) will not go as far as it needs to; your needs will not be met nor will you have enough to give

VII. What does God do for us when we give the tithe and give offerings?

A. Supplies all our needs - Php 4:19

B. Opens the windows of heaven and pours out blessings until there is no more room to receive them - Mal 3:11

C. Fills our barns with plenty and our vats to overflowing with new wine - Prov 3:9-10

D. Causes men to give to you so that you are running over with finances - Lu 6:38

E. Deut 23:1-15 lists the blessings of obedience

VIII. All giving must be given in an attitude of faith

A. But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]... (Hebrews 11:6)

B. You must believe what God says about giving and the benefits of it

C. Sometimes benefits come differently than what you expect, so do not try to imagine in your mind how God is going to supply the need

1. It may not come to you in physical money

D. Start giving what you have; do not wait until you have an abundance

E. Start tithing now, not when you think you can afford to

F. Expect God to supply and do not allow yourself to fear he will not

G. Expect to have needs met abundantly with enough left over to give

QUESTIONS ON TITHES AND OFFERINGS/PROSPERITY AND GIVING

Answer Sheet

1.  Does God want you to prosper?  (3 John 2)

Yes
2.  What is the root of all evil? (1 Tim 6:10)

The love of money
3.  What is a tithe?

A tenth of all your income
4.  What is an offering?

A gift above the tithe given as the Holy Spirit leads
5.  Why did God establish the giving of tithes and offerings?

As a provision for meeting everyone of our needs
6.  In what attitude must all giving be given?

An attitude of faith
7.  Where should tithes go?  (Mal 3:10)

To the local church
8.  How should we give?  (2 Cor 9:6,7)

1.  Into every offering taken
2.  Generously
3.  Cheerfully
4.  Without a self-serving attitude
9.  What does God do for us when we give tithes and offerings? (Php 4:19, Mal 3:11, Prov 3:9-

10, Lu 6:38)

1.  Supply all our needs
2.  Open the windows of heaven and pour out blessings until there is no 

room to receive them
3.  Fill our barns with plenty and our vats to overflowing with new wine
4.  Cause men to give to you so that you are running over with finances

Lesson 9


HEALING
Memory Verse:  1 Peter 2:24 "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed."

I. The origin of sickness

A. It is from the devil, not God

B. How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. (Acts 10:38)

C. The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly. (John 10:10)

D. 11  And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up [herself]. 12  And when Jesus saw her, he called [her to him], and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 13  And he laid [his] hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 14  And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. 15  The Lord then answered him, and said, [Thou] hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or [his] ass from the stall, and lead [him] away to watering? 16  And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day? (Luke 13:11-16)

E. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. (James 1:17)

1. Sickness and disease are not perfect and they are not good gifts

2. Only good and perfect gifts come from God or the Bible would have said differently

II. God is the healer

A. ... for I [am] the LORD that healeth thee. (Exodus 15:26)

1. It is not our faith that heals us

2. Mk 11:22 "Have faith in God"

3. Believing that God is able and willing to heal us is what heals us

B. Healing is a benefit of God

1. 2  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 3  Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; (Psalms 103:2-3)

C. 25  And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee. 26  There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil. (Exodus 23:25-26)

1. When we serve the Lord with our whole heart, these are the promises He gives us

III. Jesus purchased our healing

A. Jesus bore our sicknesses and diseases on His body on the Cross so that we would not have to bear them

1. 4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5  But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was] upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 53:4-5)

2. 16  When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with [his] word, and healed all that were sick: 17  That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare [our] sicknesses. (Matthew 8:16-17)

3. Is 53:5 says "by His stripes we are healed

4. 1 Pet 2:24 says "by His stripes we were healed

a) This means we were healed 2000 years ago and we are healed now

b) Jesus not only purchased our salvation on the Cross, He also purchased our healing

B. He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 3:8) - the reason the Son of God appeared 

IV. Ten ways to receive healing

A. Laying on of hands
1. 15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 19  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. (Mark 16:15-19)

2. This is as much a part of what Jesus told us to do as witnessing

3. The Holy Spirit does the healing; we're only the vessel through which healing power flows

4. There is no condemnation if a person does not get healed; we have done our part by laying on our hands and believing in God's ability and willingness

5. The person we are laying hands on must receive the healing

B. Speaking to the infirmity (sickness, disease, weakness)

1. And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose and ministered unto them. (Luke 4:39)

2. This is using the authority given to us by God

C. Gifts of healing
1. To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; (1 Corinthians 12:9)

2. This is one of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit

3. It operates at the will of the Holy Spirit, not our will

D. Prayer of faith
1. 14  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. (James 5:14-15)

2. Believing you have received before seeing it

E. Being anointed with oil
1. Ja 5:14-15

2. This is symbolic; there is nothing in the oil

3. Any kind of oil can be used; cooking oil, etc.

F. Acting in faith
1. The story of Naaman in 2 Kgs 5

2. It is doing something in faith

G. Speaking the name of Jesus
1. Acts 3:1-11 -- Peter and John and the lame man at the Gate Beautiful

2. And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. (Acts 3:16)

3. We must realize the power involved in speaking that name

H. Prayer of agreement
1. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 18:19)

2. Sometimes when we are fighting symptoms and pain, it is hard to believe they will go away even when we know God heals and believe it

3. That is when it is good to ask someone strong in faith who is not fighting the pain and symptoms to join their faith with you in agreement for your healing

I. Receiving Communion
1. 28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of [that] bread, and drink of [that] cup. 29  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 30  For this cause many [are] weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. (1 Corinthians 11:28-30)

2. The wine represents the blood of Jesus (salvation)

3. The bread represents the body of Jesus (healing)

J. Believe you receive
1. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive [them], and ye shall have [them]. (Mark 11:24)

2. When do you believe? When you pray, not when it physically comes

V. How to receive healing for yourself

A. Faith in God's willingness to heal you comes by hearing the word concerning healing

B. You must believe God can heal and that He wants to heal you

C. Believe in God's mercy; healing is not based on whether you deserve it or not (The LORD [is] gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. - Psalms 145:8)

D. Steps to healing:

1. Hear the Word

a) Write down healing scriptures and say them out loud to yourself

b) Mt 8:17, Gal 3:13, Is 53:4-5, 1 Pet 2:24

2. Believe you have received your healing without seeing it (Mk 9:23 says "everything is possible to him who believes")

3. Confess your healing

a) 23  For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 24  Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive [them], and ye shall have [them]. (Mark 11:23-24)

b) It is not wise to go around and tell everyone you are healed; it is best to confess it to yourself

c) If someone asks you if you are sick, you can say "I have symptoms of sickness on my body, but by the stripes of Jesus I am healed"

4. Act on it

a) Do something you were not able to do before

b) Do what the Holy Spirit tells you to do

E. Hindrances to receiving your healing

1. Doubt, unforgiveness, bitterness, strife, anger, jealousy

F. How to keep your healing

1. Keep an atmosphere of faith around you

a) Faith dies when surrounded by doubt and unbelief

b) Church fellowship will keep you strong

2. Keep praising the Lord for what He has done

3. Keep testifying of what God has done

4. Feed your faith on the Word of God (faith comes by hearing the Word of God continuously - Ro 10:17)

5. Fight in faith for your healing (When the devil tells you that you are not healed, answer that he is a liar - Jn 8:44)

6. Walk in obedience to God's Word

7. Serve God with all your heart, soul and body

a) Do the work of the Lord

b) Be a witness to what God has done for you; tell others what He has done

c) 7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. (Matthew 10:7-8)

G. Hindrances in keeping your healing once received

1. Unbelief arising when symptoms return

2. Willful sin (Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. - John 5:14)


QUESTIONS ON HEALING

Answer Sheet

1.  Where does sickness come from?  (Acts 10:38, Lu 13:16)

The devil
2.  What did Isaiah prophesy that Jesus would do through His death on the Cross? (Is 53:4-5)

Bring us salvation and healing
3.  Why did Jesus come to earth?  (1 Jn 3:8)

To destroy the works of the devil
4.  What does God promise to do for those who obey Him (Ex 23:25-26)

1.  Bless our food and water
2.  Take sickness from among us
3.  Give us a full life span
5.  In what name are the sick healed?  (Mk 16:17-18)

The name of Jesus
6.  What kind of prayer will heal the sick?  (Ja 5:15)

The prayer of faith
7.  Does our faith heal us?

No
8.  What does heal us?

Believing God is able and willing to heal us
9.  Write down the ten ways to receive healing we discussed in class.

1.  Laying on of hands

  6.  Acting in faith
2.  Speaking to the infirmity
  7.  Using the name of Jesus
3.  Gifts of healing


  8.  Prayer of agreement
4.  Prayer of faith


  9.  Receiving communion
5.  Anointing of oil


10. Believe you receive
10. What are the four steps to receiving a healing?

1.  Hear the Word
2.  Believe you receive the healing
3.  Confess your healing
4.  Act on it

Lesson 10


GOD'S AUTHORITY AND ORDER
Memory Verse:  Ephesians 4:16 "From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love."

I. God's order of relationships

A. Relationships are important to God, and He established the order of them in the Bible

B. Order of relationship (established by order found in the Bible and length of relationship

1. Relationship with God (first relationship established in the Bible)

a) 26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27  So God created man in his [own] image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. (Genesis 1:26-27)

b) God established man to fellowship with Him

c) He wants us to spend time with Him Daily

d) Our length of time with God is from the time we become born again through eternity--this is our longest relationship

2. Relationship with our mate (second relationship established in the Bible

a) 18  And the LORD God said, [It is] not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 21  And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22  And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 23  And Adam said, This [is] now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. (Genesis 2:18,21-24)

b) Length of time with mate is until death (our second longest relationship

c) It is important to spend quality time with your mate

d) A mate should be more important to you than children, work, etc.

3. Relationship with our children (third relationship established in the Bible

a) And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. (Genesis 1:28)

b) Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. (Genesis 2:24)

c) Gen 1:28 tells us that the establishment of our relationship with our children was after the one with our mate

d) Gen 2:24 tells us when it is to end--when they get married

e) At that time, we establish a different relationship with our child; the relationship changes from supervisor to counselor

f) Both parents need to be actively involved in raising children

4. Relationship with the local church (fourth relationship established in the Bible

a) And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. (Exodus 25:8)

b) Ex 25:1-8 talks about the Israelites being actively involved in providing for the sanctuary

c) Today we need to be actively involved in the the local church

5. Relationship with our job/ministry (fifth relationship established in the Bible

a) 1  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2  See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 3  And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, 4  To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 5  And in cutting of stones, to set [them], and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship. (Exodus 31:1-5)

b) Jobs are subject to change and should not be the most important relationship in life taking up more time than God and your family

c) Success is not in a job but first, being a child of God; second, being a good mate; third, being a good parent; fourth, being a good local church member; LASTLY, being good at your job

d) Ministry is not equal to God

(1) Putting God first is putting spending personal time with Him first

(2) If you are called to full-time ministry, it is in the position of a job, not God

II. God's order for the Church

A. 11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14  That we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, [even] Christ: (Ephesians 4:11-15)

1. God placed in the Body of Christ--the Church--ministry gifts to watch over and instruct us

2. vs. 12 tells us that the responsibility of these gifts are to prepare God's people for works of service and to build up the Body

3. vs. 13 tells us these gifts will be in operation until Jesus returns

4. vs. 14-15 tells us these ministry gifts help us to grow spiritually so that we will not believe or be influenced by false teachings we hear, and we will grow more like Jesus everyday

B. God has set the office of pastor as the authority over the local church

1. 21  And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and [to] Iconium, and Antioch, 22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, [and] exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 23  And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. (Acts 14:21-23)

2. Responsibilities of the pastor:  to keep watch over the local body and to shepherd them

a) Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. (Acts 20:28)

C. The Bible tells us we are to submit to this authority

1. Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that [is] unprofitable for you. (Hebrews 13:17)

a) God places a pastor as the head of a local church so that there is one person to give the vision to for that body, to make final decisions for that body, and to hold responsible for that body

b) Proverbs says it is good for that pastor to have many counselors, but he is the one who needs to make the final decisions because he is the one God is holding accountable for that local body

2. 1  Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2  Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. (Romans 13:1-2)

a) Remember Eph 2:11 told us God established the office of the pastor

b) When we resist the authority God has set over us, we are actually resisting God

3. Meaning of submit

a) To yield to another's judgment or decision

b) A person by their will subjecting himself to the authority and help of someone else

c) Submission comes from within placed there by God

d) A person can be submissive on the outside and do everything a person in authority tells them to do but be rebellious on the inside; this is not true submission

4. The Bible also tells us our attitude toward the leaders over us should be to observe their way of life and imitate their faith

a) Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of [their] conversation. (Hebrews 13:7)

III. Commitment one to another

A. Our first commitment to one another is love

1. 34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35  By this shall all [men] know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. (John 13:34-35)

B. Our second commitment is to maintain unity with our brothers and sisters in Christ

1. Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:3)

2. 13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 14  For the body is not one member, but many. 15  If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 16  And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 17  If the whole body [were] an eye, where [were] the hearing? If the whole [were] hearing, where [were] the smelling? 18  But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 19  And if they were all one member, where [were] the body? 20  But now [are they] many members, yet but one body. 21  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 22  Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 23  And those [members] of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely [parts] have more abundant comeliness. 24  For our comely [parts] have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that [part] which lacked: 25  That there should be no schism in the body; but [that] the members should have the same care one for another. 26  And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 27  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. (1 Corinthians 12:13-27)

a) An eye sitting by itself on a table, detached from the rest of the physical body, cannot function

b) It is dead and lifeless

c) It is also very ugly to look at

d) But an eye connected properly to the physical body is a great asset to that body because it gives light and sight to the whole body

e) It is also pretty to look at in the place God has designed it to be

f) It is the same with the spiritual parts of the body of Christ

g) A member of the body separate and apart from the other members cannot function

h) He is dead and lifeless

i) But that member when attached to the rest of the body performs his function and blesses the entire body by being useful in the work of God

j) Each member receives its supply from the head of the body, Jesus

(1) From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (Ephesians 4:16)

QUESTIONS ON GOD'S AUTHORITY AND ORDER

Answer Sheet

1.  Write down God's order of relationships as given in the Bible. (Gen 1:26-27,28; 2:18-24; 

Ex 25:1-8, 31:1-5)

1.  God


4.  Local church
2.  Mate


5.  Job/Ministry
3.  Children
2.  What are the responsibilities of the ministry gifts God has set in the body of Christ? 

 (Eph 4:12)

1.  To prepare God's people for works of service
2.  To build up the body of Christ
3.  What office of authority has God set up in the local church?  (Acts 14:21-23)

Office of Pastor
4.  Who is responsible for establishing this authority?  (Ro 13:1)

God
5.  When you resist the authority God has set over you, who are you actually resisting?  (Ro 13:2)

Resisting God
6.  What should your attitude be toward those who are teaching you and leading you in the ways 
of God? 

 (Heb 13:7)

Observe their way of life and imitate their faith
7.  By what sign did Jesus say all men would know that we are His disciples?   (Jn 13:35)

If we have love for one another
8.  What are you to make every effort to keep?  (Eph 4:3)

The unity of the body
9.  What is the body of Christ made up of?  (1 Cor 12:14)

Many parts
10. Is it God's will for you to walk alone in your service for Him?  (1 Cor 12:12-21)  

No
11. Where and how has God placed each individual member? (1 Cor 12:18)

In the body as He desired


Lesson 11


SCRIPTURAL APPLICATION TO EVERYDAY LIFE
Memory Verse:  Romans 12:14 "Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not."

I. Introduction

A. For the last several weeks we have been learning about the Bible, what is in the Bible and that we are to apply the scriptural truths to our lives

B. Now we are going to talk about several scripture principles and how to apply them to our lives

II. What does the Bible say to do when someone mistreats or persecutes you?

A. Jesus is our example

1. 21  To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22  "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 23  When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. (1 Peter 2:21-23 NIV)

2. Jesus never retaliated or defended himself; instead, He trusted God and that God would defend Him

3. You do not have to defend yourself when you are persecuted nor do you need to retaliate; trust God and He will take care of the situation for you

a) Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse (Romans 12:14)

B. God does not treat the unrighteous any different than the righteous

1. that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. (Matthew 5:45 NIV)

2. He instructs us to be merciful as He is merciful; to love those who do not love us and do good to those who do not do good to us

a) Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. (Luke 6:36 NIV)

b) 32  "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them. 33  And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that. (Luke 6:32-33 NIV)

III. What does the Bible say about judging others?

A. You will be judged by God the same way you judge others

1. 1  "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2  For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. (Mt 7:1-2 NIV)

2. God urges us to do three things

3. "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. (Luke 6:37 NIV)

a) Not to judge

b) Not to condemn

c) To forgive

IV. What does the Bible say about forgiveness?

A. Forgiving others is very important to God

1. So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. (Matthew 7:12 NIV)

a) If you want others to forgive you, you need to forgive when someone does something to hurt or anger you

B. What happens if you do not forgive?

1. 14  For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:14-15 NIV)

C. Sometimes we are willing to forgive someone once or twice, but how many times are you to forgive them?

1. 21  Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 22  Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. (Matthew 18:21-22 NIV)

a) This means this amount of times for each offense a person does towards us or all the time

V. What does the Bible say about our words?

A. We speak what is in our heart 

1. 34  O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 35  A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 36  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 37  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. (Matthew 12:34-37)

2. We store good in our heart by storing the Word of God in it

3. Every word that is spoken that is not based on the Word we will have to give an account for to God

VI. What does the Bible say about faithfulness?

A. Faithfulness is being trustworthy to do everything you say you will do when you say you will do it

1. He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. (Luke 16:10)

2. When you can be trusted with responsibility that does not give you much honor, God will give you much responsibility

VII. What does the Bible say about pride and humility?

A. 10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men [are], extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as [his] eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified [rather] than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. (Lu 18:10-14)

1. God wants to use you mightily in His kingdom

2. He can only mightily use those who do not become full of pride because God is using them mightily

B. What should you do if you want to be great in the Kingdom?

1. 26  But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; 27  And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: (Matthew 20:26-27) 

2. Jesus is our example:  "Even as the Son came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." (Matthew 20:28)

VIII. What does the Bible say about sharing what God has done for you?

A. 18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. (Matthew 28:18-20)

B. 15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17  And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 19  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. (Mark 16:15-19)

C. 47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48  And ye are witnesses of these things. (Luke 24:47-48)

D. 7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. (Matthew 10:7-8)

1. We have been given a "Great Commission" as shown in the above scriptures

a) Preach repentance and forgiveness of sins to all nations

b) Make disciples of all nations

c) Baptize them

d) Teach them to observe all Jesus has commanded you

2. God never intended for us to receive His free gift of salvation and let everyone else go to hell

3. He wants all of us to tell our friends, neighbors, relatives and whoever will listen to us what He has done for us and how He will do the same for them

4. Preaching to all nations starts at home, right where you are at

E. How do we fulfill this "Great Commission"?

1. Jesus' disciples preached Jesus and the resurrection of the dead

a) Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead. (Acts 4:2)

b) Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. (Acts 17:18)

c) 32  Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 33  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. (Matthew 10:32-33)

2. Paul was told to be a witness of Jesus to all men

a) For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. (Acts 22:15)

b) Acts 1:8 tells us that we have all been given the power to be His witness

3. 8  Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the people. 9  Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works. (1 Chronicles 16:8-9)

a) This passage tells us the two things we should make known to unbelievers: what He has done; His wonderful acts

F. Jesus tells us that the harvest is plentiful and the workers are few

1. 37  Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly [is] plenteous, but the labourers [are] few; 38  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. (Matthew 9:37-38)

2. Say not ye, There are yet four months, and [then] cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. (Jn 4:35)

G. Soulwinning involves three aspects

1. Planting seeds is part of winning the harvest

a) Helping a neighbor is planting a seed of God's love

b) Smiling at someone is planting a seed of God's love

2. God may use you to water seed someone else has planted

a) Sharing what God has done for you may be watering seed someone else has planted

b) You may be used by God to water without being part of the harvest of that soul

c) You will receive as much of a reward as the one who wins the person to Jesus

3. Harvesting the souls is being the one who leads them to the Lord

a) Harvesting only takes place after the seeds have been planted and watered

b) All aspects are equally important to God and will be rewarded by Him

c) 6  I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 7  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. (1 Corinthians 3:6-7)

H. How to lead someone to the Lord

1. Very briefly tell them what God has done for you

2. Share scriptures about salvation

a) Need for salvation

(1) For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; (Romans 3:23)

(2) For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

b) Proof sin has been paid for

(1) For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

(2) But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

(3) 8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: 9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

c) Jesus is the only way to salvation

(1) Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (John 14:6)

(2) Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

(3) And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. (Acts 16:31)

(4) 9  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. (Romans 10:9-10,13)

3. Have them repeat a prayer of salvation after you

a) A sample prayer: "Lord Jesus, thank you for dying for me. Forgive me of my sins. Come into my heart. I confess you as my Lord."

4. Give them assurance scriptures

a) But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his name: (John 1:12)

b) 11  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12  He that hath the Son hath life; [and] he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 13  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. (1 John 5:11-13)


QUESTIONS ON SCRIPTURAL APPLICATION TO EVERYDAY LIFE

Answer Sheet

1.  What did Jesus do when he was persecuted (1 Pet 2:23)

He trusted God to defend Him
2.  What are we to do to those who persecute us? (Ro 12:14)

Bless them
3.  What are the three things God urges us to do? (Luke 6:37)

1.  Do not judge
2.  Do not condemn
3.  Forgive
4.  How often are we to forgive? (Mt 18:21-22)

70 times 7
5.  What is faithfulness?

Being trustworthy to do everything you say you will do when you say you

will do it
6.  What should you do if you want to be great in the Kingdom of God? (Mt 20:26-27)

Be a servant
7.  What is the "Great Commission" (Lu 24:47-48, Mt 18:18-20)

1.  Preach repentance
2.  Make disciples of all nations
3.  Baptize them
4.  Teach them
8.  What are the two things we should make known of the Lord? (1 Chr 16:8-9)

1.  What He has done for you
2.  His wonderful acts
9.  What three aspects are involved in Soulwinning?

1.  Planting seed
2.  Watering the seed
3.  Harvesting the soul
   Espoir pour les nations
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