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TOPIC 1:  General Facts About Prayer
I. Definition of prayer - communicating with God involving both talking and listening

I. You'll hear God talking back to you as you wait upon Him and listen

II. Everything is birthed, sustained and fulfilled through prayer

III. The Bible encourages us to pray

III. Ps 32:6 "Let everyone who is Godly pray"

III. Jam 5:13 "Is anyone in trouble? He should pray"

III. Col 4:2 "Devote yourself to prayer"

III. 1 Th 5:17 "pray continuously"

IV. A major key to success in prayer is learning to yield to the voice of the Holy Spirit in you

IV. Ro 8:26-27 

IV. How many of you have heard that voice?

IV. 1 Kg 19:11-12

V. Your will is involved in prayer

V. When the word of God and your will agree with each other God will answer your prayer - James 4:3, 1 John 5:14,15

V. Need to submit to God so that His will is your will, His desires are your desires

VI. There should be an established time of prayer daily not subject to interruption

VI. That time of day can be morning, noon, evening, late at night; any time that is best for you

VI. It can be three minutes, five minutes, one hour, five hours

VI. The key is to pray at least that amount of time each day

VII. Prayer is the avenue through which three things occur 

VII. Lives and circumstances are changed

VII. God's presence is shown

VII. Guidance comes

VIII. An example of a person who got his prayers answered - Elijah (James 5:16-17)

VIII. His prayer was directed by God - Deut 11:13-17 (His motivation was right)

VIII. God told the Israelites that if they disobeyed Him there would be drought

VIII. They disobeyed God and God directed Elijah to pray there would be no rain for 3  years

VIII. He prayed correctly - Jam 5:16

VIII. He prayed fervently

VIII. Fervent = heartfelt, continued

VIII. He was a righteous man - 1 Cor 1:30

VIII. You are righteous because of Jesus

VIII. He had a servant's heart - 1 Kg 18:45

VIII. Elijah ran before Ahab

VIII. Only a servant ran before a king

IX. Three things prayer will do for you in your life - Daniel chapters 9-11

IX. Daniel was in captivity with all the Hebrews in Babylon

IX. He was reading the Scriptures one day and read how long they would be in captivity

IX. He prayed for understanding and direction and God answered and gave him a vision (Dan 9:21-22+)

IX. The first thing prayer will do is give you a vision

IX. In chapter 10 he prayed again and was told of a spiritual battle taking place and Daniel asked for strength

IX. God answered him (Dan 10:18-19) and strengthened him

IX. The devil will try to stop you from fulfilling what God wants you to do

IX. The second thing prayer will do is strengthen you to fulfill your vision

IX. Daniel 11:32 "people who know their God shall stand firm and do exploits"

IX. The third thing prayer will do is help you to know God better and enable you to complete the vision

TOPIC 2:  Righteousness, Basis of Effective Prayer
I. Righteousness is the basis of an effective prayer life - James 5:16

A. Prayer offered in faith brings the power of God into a situation

B. Are you righteous?

C. What causes you to be righteous?

II. Our number one problem is unrighteousness

A. Understanding righteousness brings freedom from fear, knowledge of being right with God, joy and peace

III. What righteousness is

A. God is a good God & its His goodness that brings people to repentance (Ro 2:4)

1. Need to tell people about His goodness & not what they are doing wrong

B. Rom 3:20-26

1. Made right with God because of His grace, not what we do or do not do

2. We are declared innocent and in right standing through the blood of Jesus

a) God chose to ignore our former sins without punishment

3. Can only receive this through faith--cannot can understand with our mind

4. Vs 26 - God is righteous (holy) and He makes innocent and righteous RIGHT NOW all those who have true faith in Jesus

IV. God's will for us to be overcomers 

A. Jn 16:33 - we are already overcomers because of Jesus

1. Jesus overcame the world and the god of this world, the devil (2 Co 4:4)

2. He has conquered them for us and deprived Satan of the power to harm

B. 1 Jn 4:4 - Jesus lives in us so we are more powerful than the devil

C. Rev 12:11 - we show we are overcomers by our word of testimony

V. We are a new species and do not have to serve sin anymore - 2 Corinthians 5:17

A. In nature a species takes on character of parents so we should conform to the image of Christ

B. Need to put off the old man and put on Jesus

C. We have God's power, creatibility, love, grace, mercy, faith and everything we need to grow up and be just like our Father

VI. When know you are righteous you have boldness - Hebrews 4:16

A. This is why righteousness is the basis to effective prayer--you have boldness and confidence when you pray

VII. Conditions of God for answering our prayers - 2 Chronicles 7:14, 1 Peter 3:8-12

A. Humble yourself

B. Turn from your wicked ways

C. Be Sympathetic

D. Be loving, compassionate and courteous

E. Never return evil for evil, insult for insult

F. Pray for welfare, happiness and protection for those who come against you

VIII. God wants all our prayers answered

IX. When we are obedient to word of God, we are praying the will of God into the situation

TOPIC 3:  Praying According to God's Will
I. Bible is the revealed will of God

A. Can know God's will by reading His word

B. Can know God's will by revelation in our spirit

1. The Word and the Spirit will always agree

C. Must rightly divide the word of God - 2 Timothy 2:15

1. All the Bible is not truth to live by

2. Examples:  Israel, Saul, Samson, Judas

II. 1 John 5:11-15 lays the foundation for answered prayer

A. Having life in Jesus (being born again)

B. Believing in the name of Jesus

C. Having confidence in your relationship with God

D. Asking according to God's will

III. Confidence is built on the Word of God

A. You cannot have faith beyond the knowledge of the Word you have

IV. God's will is to be healed, saved, delivered, prosper and have peace and joy in the Holy Spirit

V. If don't believe the word is the will of God won't have prayers answered

A. Did Jesus say "If it is God's will be healed, delivered, or your sins forgiven?"

B. Jesus knew the will of God and performed it

C. We get confidence by knowing the will of God

VI. God does not say one thing today and change His mind tomorrow - Mal 3:6, Heb 13:8

A. God says yes to all His promises found in the Bible - 2 Corinthians 1:20

B. The devil says no.  Who do you believe?

VII. When we pray according to the word, we are praying the will of God be done in our lives, family, nation or in any situation

A. God's power works all the time

B. The universe is held together by the power of God

1. The sun doesn't come up in the east three days a week and in the west the other four days

2. His word is always true

VIII. God knows what He wants done and when we pray His will we are agreeing with Him to make it come to pass

IX. "If it be thy will" is a faith destroying prayer

A. If we do not know the will of God we should pray until we do

B. In Matthew 26:42 Jesus asked the Father to let the cup pass from him but not his will be done but the Father's

1. When he found out by prayer that it was the Father's will to go to the cross, he didn't keep praying about it but accepted it and in obedience carried out God's word

C. We only pray "if it be thy will" for direction which is not stated in His Word

X. If the word doesn't reveal the will of God, 1 Corinthians 2:9-16 says the Spirit will teach us and we can have the mind of Christ

XI. Everything that happens to a Christian is not in the will of God

A. He doesn't want us to be poor in spirit, soul (emotions), body or finances

B. He has already decided what He wants to do 

1. Our prayers can be answered every time

2. There are specific rules that when followed will cause our prayers to be answered

a) These rules work every time if you meet the conditions

b) He has laid down the rules and if we do what He says we honor Him

c) He wants us to take Him at His word

XII. Knowing God hears your request turns to PRAISE - "Father, I thank you in Jesus name"

A. Let your requests be known to God - Philippians 4:6

TOPIC 4:  Pray the Answer
I. 1 John 5:14 - "according to His will"

A. We learned in our last lesson that God's will is His Word, the Bible

B. Do not focus your attention or prayers on the problem but speak the word of God as a solution to your problems

C. Example

1. Get two people, one to be the problem and the other the answer

2. Put #1 (the problem) right in front of your face so you can't see the class or the person that is the answer

3. Then reverse the situation

II. Mark 11:12-14, 20-24

A. vs. 22 - "Have the God kind of faith" or have God's kind of faith

B. With this kind of faith, the mountain (the obstacle or problem) has to be removed

C.  vs. 14 - Jesus spoke to the tree and it died.  If we speak to our problems they will be removed

D. You receive what you say

1. If all you talk about is your problem then it becomes worse

2. Don't be consumed by the problem; be consumed with the solution

3. Need to spend our time confessing God's word which is the solution instead of satan's word which is the problem

4. When we rebuke sickness, poverty, etc. we are not telling God what to do but we're doing what God is telling us to do, confessing His word

a) The word "Christian" comes from the root word that "confessor" comes from

b) Examples of scriptures telling us to confess the word

(1) So shall my word be that goes forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper [in the thing] where I sent it. (Isaiah 55:11)

(2) 9  That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you shall be saved. 10  For with the heart man believes unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. (Romans 10)

5. Mark 11:24 says we have what we say -- if we keep talking about our problem, that is what we will continue to have; if we talk about what the Word says about the problem (the solution to it) that is what we will have

a) Do not act like there is no problem but speak the word over it

b) He sent His word and healed them - Psalms 107:20

6. You don't believe in your mind (intellect), you believe in your spirit

a) Faith brings the answer; doubt continues the problem

III. Faith in the word gets results

A. God's word is medicine - Proverbs 4:20-23

B. God's word is prosperity - Deuteronomy 8:18, 3 John 2, Deuteronomy 28

IV. When the word of God is birthed in the spirit by hearing it and formed by the tongue and spoken out of the mouth, it is creative power

A. We are what we say we are

B. Do we receive victory or defeat?

TOPIC 5:  Praying In Jesus's Name
I. John 14:12-14

A. Praying in the name of Jesus is very important--His name is above every name 

B. We do not pray to Jesus

C. We pray to the Father in Jesus' name (Jo 16:23)

II. Mt 28:18 - all authority was given to Jesus by God and then God sat down on His throne

A. Eph 1:19-21 - Jesus gave the Church (us) all power and authority and He sat down at the right hand of God 

B. Now we have the authority on earth through the name of Jesus

C. The more you understand authority the stronger your faith becomes

III. When you walk in the Spirit and are led by the Spirit you can speak with the same authority Jesus did

A. Acts 19:13-15 - the story of the seven sons of Sceva

1. Satan and his demon spirits know whether or not you have the authority and power over them and they react accordingly -- they either flee at your command or ignore you

B. We are given authority to the degree we are under authority

1. The more we submit to the Lordship of Jesus, the more power and authority we have

C. When you submit to the Lordship of Jesus in your life and use His name in prayer, that is the authority Satan bows at

IV. Satan was cast out of heaven because he rebelled against God's authority

A. We can rebel against God's authority by going our own way instead of doing His will

B. When this happens we are not under authority so we have no authority

C. Jesus had authority because He did the will of the Father

D. The seven sons of Sceva used the name of Jesus but they had no power because they were not under the Lordship of Jesus

V. Faith works where God directs it

A. Jesus did what the Father showed Him to do

B. In Acts 10:38 Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and then healed all who were oppressed by the devil

C. You have the same anointing and when you speak the will of God in Jesus' name God will make it happen

VI. Acts 3:1-8 -- the story of Peter and John and the lame man

A. Jesus walked by him every day when He went into temple but never healed him

B. He didn't heal him because the Holy Spirit never directed Him to do so

VII. When the words written in the Bible become real to you, when you know inside without a doubt they are true, God makes things happen

A. Hebrews 11 is full of accounts of people who believed the word in this way

B. By reading the word we determine the will of God

C. By prayer is how this written word becomes real to us

D. We need all of this to accomplish God's will on earth

VIII. John 16:23-24

A. Jesus said ask the Father anything in my name and He will give it to you that your joy may be full

B. Your joy will be full when your prayers are answered

IX. All deception of the devil is caused by lack of knowledge of the word

A. Steps to stay free from deception

1. Commune with God - pray

2. Stay in the Word - read the Bible daily

3. Walk in forgiveness 

a) Bitterness, anxiety, fear, unforgiveness, strife all open the door for the tormentors

b) To receive forgiveness from God we must forgive those who have offended us - Matthew 6:14, Mark 11:25-26

4. Attend church regularly

5. Submit to God's leadership over you

TOPIC 6:  Jesus' Teachings On Prayer
I. Jesus' teachings on prayer are basically found in Matthew 6 & 7 and Luke 11

II. In Luke 11:1 the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray

A. Jesus answered by explaining there are two basic kinds of prayer; prayers for self and prayers for others

III. In Matthew 6:9-15 and Luke 11:2-4 we find a prayer known as the "Lord's Prayer"

A. It consists of basic prayer principles of how to pray and get your needs met 

IV. In Luke 11:5-13 and Matthew 7 we find a prayer known as the "Prayer of Importunity"

A. It consists of basic prayer principles to pray and get others needs met

V. First, we will look at the Lord's Prayer in Matthew 6:9-15 and Luke 11:2-4

A. Matthew 6:8 tells us God knows what you need before you ask

B. If God knows our needs, why do we have to ask?

1. Matthew 7:7 tells us to ask and it will be given

2. Ro 10:9-10 gives us the basic formula for receiving God's provision

a) Believe in your heart

b) Confess with your mouth

3. God is a God of faith and wants His children to operate by this faith

4. You ask because you need to state your faith--what you believe in your heart

5. Our speaking what the Word says about our needs opens the door for us to receive the provision of God

C. We find in the Lord's Prayer five basic prayer principles in getting our needs met

1. vs. 9 "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name"

a) Principles of praise
b) You come to God for who He is, not for what He will give you

2. vs. 10 "Your kingdom come.  Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven

a) Principle of putting God first
b) One version says "Your kingdom be first in our hearts"

c) Mt 6:33

d) God's will is done on earth as in heaven by speaking His will 

e) What is God's will in heaven that He wants on earth? -- no lack, no sickness, no sorrow

3. vs. 11 "Give us this day our daily bread"

a) Principle of daily prayer
b) One version says "our bread for the day"

c) Greek definition for bread is the necessities to live by

d) Mt 6:33-34 tells us not to worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will have worries of its own.  Sufficient for each day is its own trouble. Instead seek first the kingdom of God and all things you need will be given you.

(1) You seek the kingdom of God by prayer and it should be daily

4. vs. 12 "Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors"

a) Principle of forgiveness
b) "our debts" = our shortcomings and faults

c) "our debtors" = those who have failed in their duties toward us; those who have not asked for forgiveness when they have hurt us

d) vs. 14-15 tells us further about forgiveness

(1) Prayer will not work in an unforgiving heart

5. vs. 13 "Do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one"

a) Principle of deliverance from temptation
b) Temptation = trials and tests

c) God does not tempt us (Ja 1:13-14)

(1) The weaknesses of our flesh allows Satan to tempt us

(2) Building yourself up in the Word leads you away from the flesh and soulish realm

VI. Matthew 7:7-11, Luke 11:5-13 (read Luke 11:5-13)

A. Eastern culture - If someone came to the outer gate seeking entrance, the servant of the master would call out and ask the name of the visitor.  If it was someone who was known they could enter immediately.  If not, the servant would go to the master and ask if he could let the visitor in

B. The idea in this passage is when you knock and you are known you gain immediate entrance

C. If our prayers are not answered, we need to seek to the know the Master more intimately and make Him Lord of our lives

D. We will study more about this prayer when we study about the prayer of intercession

VII. In Matthew 21:18-22, Mark 11:12-14, 20-24, and John 15:7-8 the principle of praying, believing and receiving are given


TOPIC 7: Others Teachings On Prayer In the Bible
I. Paul's teachings - Eph 1:16-19, 3:14-19, Phil 1:9-11, Col 1:9-11, 1 Thes 5:16-18, 2 Thes 1:11-12, 1 Tim 2:1-2, 8

A. Instructs us in how to pray and what to pray for

B. How to pray

1. 1 Thes - Rejoicing, without ceasing, with thanksgiving

2. 1 Tim 2:8 - with uplifted hands, without wrath and doubt

C. What to pray for

1. 1 Tim - all men especially those in authority over us

2. Eph 1 - wisdom and spiritual knowledge about God

3. Eph 1 - to have our spiritual eyes open to who God is and to whom we are in Him

4. Eph 3 - to understand the love of God

5. 2 Thes - to understand the power in us and instructs us to use it for God's purposes

6. Phil 1 - to live the love of God in our lives

7. Col 1 - to know God's will in our lives

8. Col 1 - to walk in God's plans and purposes for our lives

9. 2 Thes - to fulfill our calling

II. James' teachings - Ja 5:13-16

A. James asks three questions

1. Is anyone among you afflicted (going through a test or trial)?

2. Is anyone among you merry?

3. Is anyone among you sick?

B. He gives the answers to all three questions

1. When going through a trial, pray and speak what the Bible says

a) James does not say to go around and let everyone know about it and get them to pray for you

b) If you always get someone else to pray you out of a trial, you will not know what to do when the next trial comes 

c) When you learn how to pray for yourself during a trial, then you will be able to be victorious in every trial you go through

2. When you are merry, sing psalms

a) Show your joy; it can cause others to become joyous

3. When you are sick, call for someone strong in faith to pray over you

a) This sickness is not just a little sickness

b) The sickness talked about here is when the person is so ill he cannot do anything for himself

C. vs. 15 "and if he has committed sin, he will be forgiven"

1. Sin can sometimes cause sickness, but not all sicknesses are because of sin in a person's life

2. The sin will be forgiven when the person repents and health will be restored

D. Anointing with oil is one of many ways to receive healing

III. Jude's teachings - 20,21

A. 20  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. (Jude 1)

B. Praying in tongues builds you up

C. Rom 10:17 says faith comes by hearing the word of God

1. We build our faith by hearing the Word

D. Praying in tongues builds us up spiritually on the faith we have because of hearing the word

IV. Peter's teachings - 1 Peter 3:1-7

A. Our relationship with our spouse can hinder our prayers

B. Wives should be in subjection to and reverence their husbands

C. Husbands should give honor to their wives as the weaker vessel physically

V. John's teachings - 3 John 2

A. The word "wish" is translated "pray" in the original Greek

B. He was led to pray this way by the Holy Spirit

C. This prayer concerns three things

1. Physical

2. Spiritual

3. Material

D. God desires to bless every part of the believer's life

TOPIC 8:  Praying in Faith
I. Our life with God is a faith walk and we should be thanking Him daily for our salvation, health, provision, peace and joy

II. If you want every prayer answered, every prayer must be a prayer of faith and based on the word of God

A. James 1:7-8

B. 1 Jo 5:4

1. We need to study the Word to find out God's will and then stand firm on His Word

C. Many times when prayers are not answered, Christians want to blame God by saying it was not His will, but that is ignoring their responsibility

III. Mark 11:12-14 - we talked about Jesus speaking to the fig tree the other night

A. Jesus spoke to the fig tree and the disciples heard him

B. The fig tree had leaves on it and when a fig tree has leaves on it is suppose to bear fruit

C. This tree had no fruit on it

D. The fig tree was a symbol of Israel 

1. Just as the fig tree died so did the nation Israel

2. It was a few years after this that Jerusalem was destroyed and Israel was scattered throughout the world

3. Just like the fig tree Israel should have been bearing fruit; the purpose of both was to bear fruit

4. This is the same purpose the Church (true believers) are called to -- to bear fruit

IV. Mark 11:23-24  -  A prayer of faith (believing in your heart and saying with your mouth)

A. Prayer is conditional

1. Should be no doubt in your heart
a) Doubters say what they have

b) They do not have answers to prayer because they are always confessing the problems and not speaking the solution

2. Must believe what you say will happen
a) Looking at circumstances instead of the promise will cause doubt

3. Must believe that you have already received what you prayed for
4. "desire" - the drawing force of life
a) It will drive you to achieve and accomplish

b) Without it prayers will not be answered

c) God plants that desire in you and then gives you ideas and knowledge to accomplish those desires

d) Do not let that desire become selfish desire

e) You need to control your desires so that they become God's desires

(1) The desire of your heart should line up with the will of God (the word of God)

B. Psalms 37:1-7 

1. To delight yourself in the Lord means to continually trust, believe and rely on God to make His word come to pass 

2. Ro 4:21 says God is able to keep His word and do what He has promised

V. Prayers of faith are born out of fellowshipping with God

A. This way we know His will

B. We line our desires up with His will

C. We have what we say which are the desires of our heart

VI. The human will is one of the strongest powers in the universe

A. It determines the path of our life

B. You can line it up with God's will and stop the forces of the devil

C. Line it up with God's will and become unbeatable - Romans 8:31-37 (read) 

D. 1 Corinthians 15:57 says God gives us the victory

VII. We should see in our minds possessing the things God has for us

A. 1 John 5:14-15

B. Hebrews 11:1 - faith is now

1. Believing it will take place tomorrow or next week is not faith but hope

C. 2 Corinthians 4:13 - we have the same Spirit so we also can speak and have what we say

1. If God has put it in your spirit, the Bible says that out of our heart (spirit) the mouth speaks

2. We need to spend our time praying in faith the solution and not the problem

VIII. How to pray a prayer of faith

A. Learn the promises in the Bible for yourself

B. After you are convinced the promise you need is true, say it

C. When the thought comes to make you doubt, confess the promise and thank God it's done

D. Stand and it will come to pass


TOPIC 9:  Prayers That Change Things
 Prayer of Petition
I. There are four prayers that change things

A. Prayer of petition

B. Prayer of binding and loosing

C. Prayer of agreement

D. Intercessory prayer

II. The first prayer we will study is the prayer of petition

III. Definition - a humble, earnest request made to our Father, asking

IV. God's will is that our needs -- spiritual, physical, and material -- be met

A. Do not have to pray "if it be your will"

B. If find the promise in the Bible it is His will

C. It is His will we be saved, healed, prosperous, have joy, peace so we can requests these

V. It must be a prayer of faith

A. Mt 21:22

B. Mk 11:24

C. Phil 4:6

VI. It primarily concerns your desires, needs, and problems not someone else's

VII. It should always be followed with praise

A. Praise is the force that causes prayer to be answered

VIII. How to pray the prayer of petition

A. State your need

B. Find scriptures giving the promise the need is met

C. Present the petition in faith and thanksgiving

D. Cast the care of it onto the Lord

E. Pray and ask one time

1. Phil 4:6 - One version says "we are continuing to let our petition be known by our thanksgiving to God

IX. is wrong to pray and ask more than once for something?

A. Should praise and thank Him for the answer as many times as it takes to receive it

X. Two keys to getting this kind of prayer answered

A. Activate your faith by giving what you need

1. Friendship - be a friend

2. Finances - plant seeds of finances

3. Love - give it to others

4. Healing - pray for those who need healing

B. Stay out of strife

1. Jam 3:6

2. 1 Tim 2:1,8

XI. A sample prayer of petition

A. Need for a winter coat
1. "Lord, I need a winter coat.  As you already know, my coat is not heavy enough to keep me warm.  According to Phil 4:19 'all my needs are met according to your riches in glory by Christ Jesus'.  Thank you for meeting my need of a coat.  In Jesus name, Amen"

XII. The Bible says to remind God of His word, so you can remind Him of the promise to meet your need of a coat, but when you do it, do it with thanksgiving.  "Father, I thank you my need for a coat is met."

TOPIC 9:  Prayers that Change Things
Prayer of Binding and Loosing
I. Definition - binding the devil and loosing his hold on a person or circumstance and loosing the ministering angels to minister and do whatever is necessary to help

II. Mt 16:19

A. Another version says what is already bound in heaven is bound on earth and what is already loosed in heaven is loosed on earth

B. There are three heavens

1. 1st heaven - our atmosphere

2. 2nd heaven (heavenlies) - where Satan and the demonic forces are

3. 3rd heaven - where God, God's throne, and God's angelic forces are

C. "what is bound on earth is bound in heaven" - 2nd heaven

D. "what is loosed on earth is loosed in heaven" - 3rd heaven

III. Binding

A. Eph 6:12 tells us we do not wrestle with human beings but with spiritual beings

1. People are not our enemies

B. 2 Cor 4:4

1. The god of this world we have already discovered is Satan

2. He blinds the minds of the unbeliever

a) That means more than those who are unsaved

b) A person can be saved but be blinded to the truth about healing, etc

c) He blinds the mind by binding the soul (mind, will and emotions)

(1) Blinds the mind to the truth

(2) Binds the will from joining with the will of God

(3) Controls the emotions and manipulates them against the word

C. Gen 1:28 tells us we have dominion over every living creature here on earth

1. Satan can only do what we allow him to do

D. We bind by faith

1. DEMONSTRATION

a) Bring a rope or cord about 4-5 ft. long to class

b) Ask for a volunteer and ask them to sit in a chair facing the class

c) Tie the person to the chair at their waste with the rope

d) Be sure to leave their arms free

e) Have the person violently fling their arms and legs and yell

f) The person represents the devil

g) The rope represents our faith

h) The devil will try to convince you that when you bind his activity it does not work

i) He will act like he has power

j) But just as the person tied in the chair cannot get up out of the chair because of the rope, neither can the devil operate in the area you have bound him because of your faith

k) You bind once and keep the pressure on by your faith

E. You break the power of the enemy by binding and you loose the hold he has on an individual or circumstance

1. Mt 12:29 - strong man = devil

IV. Loosing

A. Heb 1:14 - Angels are sent out by God to help His children when His children ask for help

B. Psalms 103:20 - the voice of His word is our voice when we speak the word

V. How to pray the prayer of binding and loosing

A. Bind the spirit, the enemy - 2 Corinthians 4:4

B. Loose his power from the individual or circumstance in Jesus name

C. Keep the pressure on the devil by your faith

1. Do not doubt

2. Do not look at the circumstances

3. Continue to keep your mind concentrated on what the word of God says (the promise you have found in the Bible for the situation)

D. Loose the ministering angels

E. Continue to thank God

VI. A sample prayer of binding and loosing

A. A prayer of salvation for a friend named Anna who lives in another town
1. "Father, the Bible says you do not want anyone to go to hell and that includes Anna.  I already thank you for her salvation.  I bind you, Satan, in the name of Jesus from blinding her to the truth of the Gospel and loose her from your hold.  Mt 9:38 says the laborers are few.  I loose the ministering angels in the name of Jesus to bring laborers to Anna to share the Gospel to her.  In Jesus name, Amen"

TOPIC 9:  Prayers That Change Things
Prayer of Agreement
I. Mt 18:19-20  19  Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

II. Definition - when two or more people come together to agree with what the word says is already done

A. Not one believing and one hoping

B. Involves being in harmony with the ones you are praying with

C. "...in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established." (Matthew 18:16)

III. Deuteronomy 32:30 - one can put 1000 to flight; two can put 10,000 to flight

A. The combined efforts of two or more are greater than one individual

B. The reason - our spirits are one and we're getting divine knowledge on what to pray for

C. A three strand cord is not easily broken - Eccl 4:12

IV. Who to agree with

A. Someone close to you who knows you

1. Mate

2. Child

3. Close friend or relative

4. Close spiritual brother or sister

B. Someone strong in faith whose prayers produce results

V. How to pray the prayer of agreement

A. State your need

B. Speak the promises found in the Bible dealing with your situation or need

C. Thank the Father it is done

VI. Sample prayer of agreement

A. You want agreement for your son, John, to be healed
1. "Father, in the name of Jesus, according to Mt 18:19, we enter into an agreement that John is healed.  1 Pet 2:24 says "by your stripes he was healed (past tense).  Satan, we bind you from continuing with your lying symptoms and command them to go! (Mt 18:18).  We thank you, Father, it is done.  We believe in our hearts and confess with our mouths this day that John is healed." (Rom 10:9)

TOPIC 9:  Prayers That Change Things
Prayer of Intercession
I. Introduction

A. Satan stands against God's promises and binds people today

B. In intercessory prayer the one praying commands the devil to stop his activity so that the will of God can be fulfilled

C. He binds the demonic powers who are holding the person in bondage

1. Example:  alcohol, depression, anger

D. You pray in your prayer language much in this prayer

II. Definition:  one who pulls two that are separate back together again

III. DEMONSTRATION:

A. Choose three volunteers

B. Have them stand in this order: GOD  MAN  DEVIL

C. The teacher is the intercessor

D. Have the devil put his arms around the man's waist

E. Have the man reach out for God but he is unable to reach him because he is bound by the devil

F. The intercessor first breaks the bonds of the devil (break his hold around the man's waist) and then join the man with God representing his will joining God's will

IV. Basis of intercessory prayer

A. Mt 14:1-14 shows us that the basis for Jesus' ministry was love and compassion for all mankind

B. The basis for our intercessory prayer is love and compassion for mankind

1. Pity = sorrow for the suffering of others

2. Compassion = sorrow for the suffering of others and acting to do something about it spiritually

V. Steps of intercessory prayer

A. Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the people. (Is 62:10)

1. Step 1. "go through the gates"

a) In the Bibles many times "gates" stands for authority

b) The city gates were where the authority of the city sat and ruled

c) "...and the gates of hell shall not prevail against (the church)" (Matthew 16:18)

d) Satan is the father of all unbelievers and the authority over everything on earth

e) When you pray a prayer of intercession, you go past the authority holding the person from coming to the Lord

2. Step 2. "prepare the way of the people; cast (build) up the highway

a) The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. (Isaiah 40:3)

b) In a prayer of intercession you prepare the way for the people to come to God through salvation by building up a highway in the spirit

(1) You plow the hard ground by praying in tongues

(2) You build the highway by speaking the promises of salvation found in the Bible (Acts 16:31, 2 Pe 3:9)

3. Step 3. "gather (cast) out the stones"

a) You pray the hindrances from the person's life that would keep them from coming to the Lord

(1) Fear

(2) Unbelief

(3) Unworthiness

(4) False doctrine

4. Step 4. "lift up a standard" - teach them God's word

VI. Prayer of Persistence found in Lu 11:5-13 - a biblical example of the prayer of intercession

A. vs. 9 - "ask and you will receive"

1. Gr. "keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep on knocking"

B. Prayer rule for prayer of intercession, not prayer of petition

1. Reason: this prayer involves another's will who has been deceived by and bound by Satan and strongholds have built up as a result

C. Persistence is a strong, shameless stand on the word of God

1. "I am not looking at the circumstances or what the person is doing"

2. "I am looking at God's promises instead and I am going to believe them no matter what it looks like"

3. "I am going to continue to persist against the gates of hell until the answer comes"

4. Take authority over the spiritual forces that are controlling the person's life

TOPIC 10:  Prayer of Commitment
I. Definition - the prayer of casting or rolling your cares or burdens upon the Lord - 1 Pet 5:7

II. Praying the prayer of commitment will eliminate some of the things you're praying about

III. Some people's prayers aren't answered because they're not doing what God said to do about cares, concerns and worries

A. It's not enough to know that God cares and understands about our problems 

B. We must do what He says to do about them

IV. Psalms 37:5

V. God is not going to take your cares away from you; you must give them to Him by the prayer of commitment

VI. This is not something you're to do everyday

A. When we really cast them on Him we don't have them anymore

VII. Matthew 6:25-27

A. Worry is like a rocking chair.  It keeps you busy but it doesn't get you any where

B. Worry doesn't cause something to come about

C. Can worry change the situation?  No.  But it can cause you to have sickness and physical pain

D. Instead of worrying speak the word in faith over the situation.  That will cause it to change

VIII. Philippians 4:6

A. Worry nullifies prayer

B. As long as you're still thinking about the problem you haven't turned it over to the Lord and you haven't prayed the prayer of commitment in that situation

IX. Illustration:  If I took the last money out of my pocket and gave it to you it would be yours not mine.  If someone came along and asked to borrow some money from me I would have to say I didn't have any because I had just given you my money and it wasn't mine any more

X. You don't have to stay awake at night worry.  You don't have to be woken up at night and begin to worry

A. If the devil wakes you up at night and tempts you to worry just say "No devil.  I don't have that worry any more.  I've given it to God and He has it."

B. God will work on your problem while you're sleeping because He never sleeps - Psalms 121:4

TOPIC 11:  Prayer of Worship
I. Definition:  worshiping, ministering to, and waiting on God; fellowshipping and communing with Him

A. Need to do this individually and corporately

B. Acts 13:1-4  1  Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch,] and Saul. 2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3  And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid [their] hands on them, they sent [them] away. 4  So they, being sent] forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

II. God made man so He would have someone to have fellowship with

A. God as our Father is concerned about us and wants to meet everyone of our needs

B. But He also wants our love, worship, and fellowship

III. Acts 13:2 - when hearts are full of love and praise and yielded fully to the Lord, the Holy Spirit can manifest Himself and make known God's will and leading for our lives

IV. Sometimes the prayer of worship will work when nothing else will

A. One night a pastor was called to come and pray for a baby who was having convulsions

B. He took another strong believer with him

C. They rebuked the devil in Jesus name, prayed in tongues, laid hands on the child and several other things they knew to do but the child didn't get any better

D. Then they started praising God for about ten minutes

E. In the midst of the atmosphere of praise the convulsions of the child ceased

V. How to pray the prayer of worship

A. Tell God out loud how much you love Him

B. Praise Him with loving words

C. Thank Him for His goodness and mercy


TOPIC 12:  United Prayer
I. Definition:  more than one lifting up voices in one accord to God in prayer

II. There is power in united prayer

III. Acts 1:12-14, 2:1-4 - story of the disciples in the upper room after Jesus' resurrection

A. 120 were in the upper room praying for 10 days and waiting for the promise of the Holy Spirit talked about in Acts 1:4-5, 8 and Luke 24:49

B. United prayer produced an act that changed the entire world forever, produced the power to do the work of the ministry to come on us and equip us

IV. Acts 4:23-31 - Peter and John had been put in prison for teaching and preaching and then were released and were told never to use the name of Jesus again

A. The first thing they did when they were released from prison was to go to their "own company" - people of like faith, people who knew how to pray 

B. They prayed together "in one accord" - same mind, heart and purpose

C. They did not ask the Lord to remove persecution or strike down their enemies or to make their way easy

D. They prayed that in the midst of persecution they might preach the word boldly

E. The result:  they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with boldness

F. Notice they prayed for something specific - they were praying about the need that faced them

G. They all prayed at once fervently

V. Acts 16:25-31

A. Paul and Silas were in the deepest dungeon of the prison after they had been beaten

B. Instead of complaining they were praying and singing hymns

C. Suddenly the prison shook and the doors were opened

D. The jailer asked to be saved

E. United prayer can be many together or two together; the key is being united (of the same mind, heart and purpose)

F. The result of the united prayer of Paul and Silas:  the jailer and his entire family got saved


Topic 13: Prayer of Dedication
VI. Lu 22:42

VII. Definition: a prayer to dedicate your life to God

VIII. It is a prayer for guidance

IX. It is the only prayer when you use the prayer rule "if it by your will"

X. How to pray the prayer of dedication

A. Pray "I will do anything you want me to do because I know you are sufficient"

B. Sometimes we believe we know what God wants us to do

C. It is then you pray, "God, I believe you want me to do ___________, but not my will but your will be done"

XI. Commit yourself to do whatever He says

A. God will not send you anywhere or ask you to do anything He will not prepare you to succeed

   Espoir pour les nations








ISOM – International School of Ministry

11

